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MONTHLY INDEXES OF WHOLESALE SALES IN CANADA, NOVEMPER, 1943 
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November sales of wholesale merchants in Canada were 11 per cent 
above the dollar volume of business transacted in November a year. ago, 
according tc returns secured from approximately 300 whclésale trading houses 
representing nine different Llines:of business, ‘The 11 per cent increase ‘is 
considerably larger than the gains recorded in the October and September 
+ 
& 


S 
comparisons Saies for the first eleven months of 1943 stand’ 7 per cent 
higher than. for the corresponding pericd of 1942 The general unadjusted 
j index of sales stands at 169;9 far November, 1945; 175.2 for Octobér.,, 19433 
and 152.9 for November, 1942 


The November gain of 11 per cent reflects increased trading ac- 
tivities in all regions of the country. Sales in the Maritime’ Provinces 
were up 19 per cent above the dollar value of business transacted in Novem- 
ber, 1942; an increase of 13 per cent was recordéd in Québéc ‘And’ inthe 
Prairie Provinces; while gains of*10 per cent and 4 per cent were reported 
in Ontario and British Columbia respectively, 


The fruit and vegetable trade came first in point of view of in- 
creased business with-a gain of 26 per cent, and the tobacco and confec- 
tionery trade was second.with a 26 per cent increase in sales. The footwear 
trade transacted 24 per cent more business, while other gains reported were 
as, follows: automotive equipment trade, 14 per cent; drug trade, 11 per cent; 
grocery trade, 8 per cent} hardware trade, 5 per cent. Reports received from 
wholesalers in, the dry goods trade indicated a decline of 6 per cent in sales, 
and the clothing trade sales decreased by 13 per cent from November of last 
year. , 


r. _ The comparison between stocks on hand at the close of November of 
this year and last indicated a decline of 3 per cent in stock holdings. In- 
ventories held by clothing wholesalers declined by 18.per cent while decreases 
for the other trades were as-follcows: dry goods, 15 per cent3. hardware, 8 per 
cent; footwear, 7 per cent; automotive equipment, 2 per cent. The fruit and 
vegetable trade and the tohaccc and confectionery trade each reported 16 per 
cent more stock on hand on Nevember 30 of this year compared with the same 
date in 1942, Increases of 4 and 5 per cent in stock holdings were reported 
by the grocery and drug trades respectively, 


SLT OS EAT TN TTT 


PB 


—- G = 


sntage Changes in Wholesale Trade 


am en a a a a a a a a a 9 are 


Percentage. Change, 1943, compared with 1942 
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MONTHLY INDEXES OF WHOLESALE SALES IN CANADA, DECEMBER, 1943 


(1935-1939 = 100) VAL Saat 


Dollar sales of wholesale merchants averaged 12 per cent higher in De- 
cember, 1943 than in December, 1942 according to reports received from approx- 
imately 300 wholesale houses representing nine different trades. The 12 per 
cent increase is in line with the 11 per cent gain recorded in the November com- 
parison. The November and December results indicate an increase in trading 
activities as compared with the smaller gains recorded in the fall months. 

Sales for the year 1943 averaged 7 per cent above 1942. The December unadjusted 
index of sales on the base 1935-1939 = 100 stands at 165.6 compared with 170.3 
for November, 1943 and 148.0 for December, 1942. 


Marked increases over December, 1942 were reported by the footwear and 
fruits and vegetables trades, with gains of 47 per cent and 32 per cent respec= 
tively. The drug trade reported a substantial increase in sales of 21 per cent, 
while tobacco and confectionery sales were up 17 per cent and automotive equip- 
ment sales were 14 per cent higher than in December, 1942. The grocery trade 
recorded a gain of 9 per cent, and a minor gain of 2 per cent was registered by 
the hardware trade. Reports received from wholesale merchants engaged in the 
textile business indicated a decline in sales. The dry goods trade reported 2 
per cent less business transacted, while clothing sales were down 23 per cent. 


Conforming with the trend in retail drug store sales, the business of 
wholesale drug distributors recorded increases of considerable proportions in 
all months of 1943, gains over corresponding months of 1942 ranging from 5 per 
cent in April to 21 per cent in December. The fruits and vegetables trade re- 
corded major gains over 1942 in each of the twelve monthly comparisons, and the 
cumulative figures for the year stand 30 per cent above the volume of business 
transacted in 1942. This increase in dollar sales may be attributed, in part, 
to the advancing prices of fresh fruits and vegetables. Comparisons are made of 
dollar volumes of sales and do not allow for price fluctuations. Marked in- 
creases ranging from 7 to 42 per cent were registered by wholesale tobacco and 
confectionery merchants, each month of 1943 recording an increase in sales over 
the corresponding period of 1942. 


Wholesalers handling automotive equipment and supplies reported a 
sharp drop in sales for the first four months of 1943 as compared with the same 
period of 1942. Increases ranging from 15 to 39 per cent were recorded in 
succeeding monthly comparisons. The marked expansion in 1943 over 1942 is a 
resultant of the curtailment of new car production which came into effect at 
the end of 1941, with the consequent stimulus to the automotive repair trades 
which later on developed, 


22 
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Sales transacted by dry goods merchants in January and February, i943, 


exceeded the dollar volume transacted in the same months of 1942 by 34 and 14 
per cent respectively. Dry goods sales for each of the remaining ten months of 
the year fell considerably below the 1942 level of trading, the annual compar= 
ison registering a decline of 6 per cent. 


There were no outstanding features in the trends of wholesale grocery 
or hardware trading in 1943 as compared with 1942. Each trade reported a minor 
increase of 3 per cent in sales over 1942 business. The 3 per cent gain re- 
ported by the grocery trade reflects an increase in trading activities in the 
eastern provinces and Ontario which was offset by a falling off in sales in the 
western provinces. Sales increased over 1942 by 12 per cent in the Maritimes, 
@ per cent in Quebec, and 5 per cent in Ontario; declines registered by the 
Prairies and British Columbia were 1 per cent and 3 per cent respectively. 
Annual comparisons in the hardware trade indicated increases in sales over 1942 
of 3 per cent in the Maritimes and Quebec, and 10 per cent in British Columbia, 
and showed a decrease of 5 per cent in Ontario and 9 per cent in the Prairie 
Provinces « 


é alue of inventories held on December 31, 1943 was 2 per 
cent below the value of stock on hota at. the end of December of the previous 
year. The & per cent decline is smaller than, decreases recorded in earlier 
hs of the year: and reflects the gradual narrowing of the spread evident in 
serresponding month comparisons for the two haan Inventories.carried by the 

i ve les trade were up 21 per cents; the tobacco and confectionery 
; the grocery trade, 6 pér° cent; the drug trade; 4 per cent. 
stocks ranging from 5 ‘to 13 per cent were reported by the other 
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HONTHLY INDEXES OF WHOLESALE SALES IN CANADA, JANUARY, 1944 
935=1939 = 100 ee 


¥holesale trade in Canada recorded a 12 per cent increase during the 
first month of the year for the nine lines of business for which data ere aveil- 
eble. The 12 per cent increase conforms with te pattern of wholesale trading — 
witnessed in the latter months of 1943. The Jenusry unadjusted index of sales 
on the base 1935-1939 = 100 stands at 156.7 compered with 164.3 for December, 
1943 and 139.9 for Jamuary,.19435. 


The 12 per cent increase was shared by all regions of the country. 
fhe Maritime and Preirie Previnces reported marked increases in trading, gains 
of 28 per cent and 21 per cent respectively being recorded. Dollar sales in- 
creased by 8 per cent in Quebec and Ontario, and were up 5 per cent in British 
Columbie. 


The automotive equipment trade came first in point of view of in- 
creased trading, with a gain of 36 per cent. This major incresse may be 
attributed in part to the low level of trading reported by a motive equipment 
suppliers in January ef last year. Subdstantial gains were Sdniciated by the 
fruits and vegetables trade and the footwear trede, sale igo ‘ving increased by 
26 and 22 per cent respectively. Reports L-cbei ved from clothing wholesalers 
registered a 16 per cent gain in sales, while the tebaceso and confectionery 
trade reported 15 per cent mere business transacted, and wholesale drug sales 
inclined 14 per cent. Smaller gains were reported by the dry goods, grocery, 
and hardware trades, increases ranging from 2 to 14 per cent. 


The inventory position at the end of January of this year remained 
constant with the value cf stock holdings at the end of January, 1943. The 
clothing, footwear, dry goods, and hardware trades valued their stocks lower 
then the merchandise held on the same date of as 2 yeer. This is in line with 
the steady decline in steck holdings witnesse d in these trades throughout 1945. 
The other five trades under survey reported the following gains in inventories: 
autometive equipment, 9 per cent; groceries, 11 per cent; crugs an and tobscce and 
confectionery, each 12 per cent; fruits and vegetables, 18 per cent. 


. - 2 — 
Percentage Changes in Wholesale Trade 
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MONTHLY INDEXES OF WHOLESALE SALES IN CANADA, FEBRUARY, 1944 
1955-1939 # 100 —— 


Dollar sales of wholesale merchants in Canada averaged 14 per cent higher 
in February of this year than last according to reports received from a represent= 
ative number of wholesale houses in nine trades. The 14 per cent increase in 
trading activities over February, 1943, is in line with the spread of 12 per cent 
recorded in the January comparison. The February unadjusted index of sales on the 
base, 1935-1939 = 100, stands at 166.2 compared with 156.0 for January, 1944 and 
146.3 for February, 1943. 


Each of the economic divisions of the country shared in the 14 per cent 
increase. Major gains of 21 per cent were reported both in the Maritime and 
Prairie Provinces. Sales were 12 per cent higher in Ontario while gains recorded 
for Quebec and British Columbia were 8 and 9 per cent respectively. 


The automotive equipment trade came first from point of view of increased 
trading, a gain of 41 per cent being reported. Tobacco and confectionery sales 
were up by 19 per cent while the fruits and vegetables trade and the groceries 
trade transacted 16 and 15 per cent more business respectively during February of 
this year than in February, 1943. A 13 per cent increase was reported by drug 
wholesalers and hardware sales averaged 11 per cent higher. The clothing trade 
recorded a gain of 10 per cent; dollar business transacted by dry goods whole- 
salers remained unchanged from the value of sales realized in February of last 
year; footwear sales declined by 12 per cent. 


Wholesalers’ inventory position averaged 4 per cent higher than at the 
end of February, 1943. The fruits and vegetables trade reported 24 per cent 
more stock on hand at the end of February, 1944 than on the same date of last 
year, while wholesale grocers held 12 per cent more merchandise. The automotive 
equipment trade and drug trade each reported a 9 per cent gain in stock holdings. 
Inventories held by tobacco and confectionery wholesalers were valued 6 per cent 
higher,. Declines in inventory holdings were reported by the other trades, de- 
creases ranging from 2 per cent for the hardware trade to 17 per cent for the 
footwear trade. 
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MONTHLY INDEXES OF WHOLESALE. SALES IN CANADA, MARCH, 1944 
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The dollar volume of wholesale trading in Canada averaged 9 per cent 
higher in March of this year than last, according to statements received from 
approximately 300 wholesale houses representing nine different trades. The 9 per 
cent increase is smaller than the 14 and 12 per cent gains recorded in the Feb- 
ruary and January monthly comparisons. The general unadjusted index of sales on 
the base, 1935-1939 = 100, stands at 189.7 for March, 1944, 166.3 for February, 
and. 173.4 for March, 1943. Cumulative sales for the first quarter of the year 
increased li per cent over the same period of last year. 


An increase in trading activity was prevalent in each of the economic 
divisions of the country, but the expansion of sales varied from 2 per cent in 
British Columbia to 17 per cent in the Maritime Provinces. Gains recorded by 
regions are as follows; Maritimes, 17 per cent; Quebec, 4 percent; Ontario, 1l 
per cent; Prairies, 13 per cent; British Columbia, 2 per cent. 


The automotive equipment trade, maintaining the high level of trading 
witnessed in previous monthly comparisons, registered an increase of 34 per cent 
over March, 1945. Dollar sales advanced 13 per cent in the grocery trade while 
a gain of 10 per cent was reported by. the fruit and vegetable trade. The drug 
trade transacted 7 per cent more business, sales were 6 per cent higher for the 
dry goods trade, and. the hardware trade realized a 4 per cent gain. Minor in-= 
creases of 3 and 2 per cent were reported by the clothing and tobacco and confece 
tionery trades respectively. Sales transacted by footwear wholesalers declined 
by 5 per cent. 


Wholesalers valued their stock on hand at the end of March 7 per cent 
higher than on the same date last year, increases ranging from 4 per cent in the 
footwear trade to 16 per cent in the grocery and fruits and vegetables trades. 
Dry goods inventories declined by 4 per cent while the clothing trade reported 
an.ll per. cent..decrease in stocks. 
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Percentage Changes in Wholesale Trade 


a 
a Percentage Change, 1944, compared with 1943 
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QUB DOG Yew o.0:9:0 8 0c ct t's gape s os 0.4 d10 6 8 +12.2 +10.5 
Ontario APPS CO CHHPROFTHO POR ROO OE DEODE +15,4 +12.8 
Prairies AA AIA iT WROD CG 417.1 +10.7 
British Columbia POF HOe SCORE HOE LEOD +10,0 +12.6 
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MONTHLY INDEXES OF WHOLESALE SALES IN CANADA, APRIL, 1944 
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Statements received from some 300 of the larger wholesale trading establish- 
ments in Canada indicate that the dollar volume of sales during April, 1944 increased 
5 per cent over the value of business transacted in April, 1943. The 5 per cent in- 
crease is smeller than results registered in the March and February comparisons when 
sales increased by 9 and 14 per cent respectively. The general unadjusted index cf 
sales on the base, 1935-1939 = 100, stands at 171.5 for April, 1944; 189.0 for March, 
1944; and 163.8 for April, 1943. Sales fer the first four months of 1944 averaged 
10 per cent higher than for the similar period of 1943. 


The automotive equipment trade came first in point of view of increased 
trading activity, recording a gain of 27 per cent. The tobacco and confectionery 
trade was up 12 per cent over April last year, while an increase cf 8 per cent wes 
recorded by the dry goods trade. Grocery wholesalers reported a 6 per cent increase 
in sales. Minor gains of 3 and 4 per cent were recorded by the fruits and veget- 
ables and drug trades respectively. 


Three of the nine trades reported declines in dollar sales. The volume of 
merchandise seld by hardware wholesalers decreased 4 per cent below April, 1943. 
Dollar sales of footwear wholesalers decreased 6 per cent; a decline of 13 per cent 
was reported by the clothing trade. 


Stecks in the hands of wholesalers on April 30, 1944 were valued 7 per cent 
higher than on the same date last year. The 7 per cent increase in inventories con- 
forms with the 9 per cent gain witnessed in March, and is greater than the results 
recorded in the February and January comparisons. Increased stock holdings ranged 
from 4 per cent for the hardware trade to 19 per cent for the footwear trade. The 
tobacco and confectionery, dry goods end clothing trades reported declines in in- 
ventcries ranging from 3 te 7 per cent. 
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MONTHLY INDEXES OF WHOLESALE SALES IN CANADA, MAY, 1944 
(1935-1939 = 100) merase 


The dollar volume of wholesale sales transacted in Canada during May of 
this year increased 19 per cent over the level of trading in May, 1943, according 
to the available data received from approximately 300 of the larger wholesale 
trading establishments representing nine lines of business. The 19 per cent gain 
is considerably greater than increases recorded for the first four months of the 
year, and may be attributed, in part, to the low standard of trading witnessed in 
May of last year. The general unadjusted index of sales on the base, 1935-1939=100, 
stands at 193.9 for May, 1944; 271.2 for April, 1944; and 163.6 for May, 1945. 
Cumulative figures for the first five months of the current year stand 11 per cent 
above the corresponding period a year ago. 


The 19 per cent increase reflects an active trading market in each of the 
nine trades under survey. Moreover, the augmented level of trading was shared by 
each of the economic divisions of the country. Gains recorded on a regional basis 
are as follows: Maritime Provinees, 24 per cent; Quebec, 12 per cent; Ontario, 17 
per cent; Prairie Provinces, 25 per cent; British Columbia, 17 per cent. 


The footwear trade, which had reported a decline in sales in the three 
previous month comparisons, registered a gain of 55 per cent over May, 1943. 
Automotive equipment sales increased 29 per cent. The fruits and vegetables and 
the tobacco and confectionery trades each reported an increase of 22 per cent, gro- 
cery sales were up 21 per cent, while the drug trade recorded a 19 per cent gain. 
Sales transacted by clothing wholesalers advanced 12 per cent, the dry goods trade 
reported a gain of 11 per cent, and hardware sales were up 8 per cent. 


Merchandise in the hands of wholesalers at the end of May was valued 7 
per cent higher than inventories reported on hand on May 31, 1943. With the ex- 
ception of the hardware trade, all lines of business reported an increase in in- 
ventories, stocks being valued from 3 per cent higher in the tobacco and confectionery 
trade to 18 per cent in the drug trade, The hardware trade reported a 4 per cent de- 
cline in stock holdings. 
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Percentage Changes in Wholesale Trade 


ee a a0 Percentage Change, 1944, compared with 1943 
Sales 
tt) (2) INVENTORY 
ey ail Year-to- 
1944 1944 date, 1944 May, 1944 
April, May , Year-to- May, 1943 
1943 1943 date, 1945 
Automotive) Equipment, ts! see oe cas 427.4 +28.7 +352.7 + 3.6 
faritimes) and? QUEDECE ...coseeeas +43.9 +40,0 
ON GaP MO ate cule mania wie ely aqeliehere) settles + 9.7 436.3 
Western Provinces. |. . 10's} coe eo see +57 27 +20.5 
DPUGS Vea ote ie cine 4.9 SU s «3 ale ele Migieon + 4.5 +18.9 +11.5 +18,4 
Maritimes, pnebee and Ontario .. + 4.6 21.1 
Western Provime espiiciets oleic clalnblates + 4.3 +11.9 
Clothinmagsn..GhGs yal ab Gobaast ie Lett +11.9 + 4.1 +173 
QUEDER) Leal Wet eteb ohh oblld ose ~ 8.9 +19.0 
Ontario and Western Provinces .. -15.9 + 6.5 
FOOUWSETS sapeeCals kek coeee bo oe eheun, > =- 5.9 +34.7 + 4.7 + 8.7 
QUBdDEnH amie aie bhwEs obs oheetalatek +e +55 .9 


Ontario PRCA WeHD Ow pomeNe. ChORCED Sh Ces 6 5 2.0 SL oh 412.9 
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DEY (GOORSE f ceil SAUD oleate ofS0KG «tlt +, 905 +10.5 + 6.9 + 4.6 
Maritimes and)Quebech sy obese whiele « 4020 +10.0 

OUSGEE VOM ete teloteraleletekatonel stelelel sl’ ratsleleecte + 4.4 + 7.2 

Western Provinces ...c.ccsesccee +17 .6 +16.8 
Fruits and VegetableS .ssossseceel) + 206 +2165 +14.2 +15.6 
Maritimes’ and» Quebeew..: os Leal - 832 +1147 

Onb aan OLMMGie Rests of ok chs SiO ets ie + 0.6 +2260 

Western Provinces ..tsscre.eess +) 962 +2927 


Groceries eOoOo Oa 97e OoOCHKHAaAEH CH EBOA DG a Vat 5.7 ; ‘ ; 39 mr nf +12 3D 4 415.3 
MSIAING MEIER) Meme atalais wtore tere tele er oketers emnatone + 


Sac +19.2 
QUEDEC socovoccsccosvaa00000000006 - 5.0 +r 9. 0 
Ontario. Gags . GR BEG «LAG oilers i + 5,8 +18.3 
Prantl CSALOBLAeRey..One Ba“iek aie +10.6 427.7 
British Columbia .covcsescosvoes + 9.4 429.2 
Hardware A0G0 s38G.0. .9 Bahsages outs ore + 8.3 + 4.6 bes og 
Marataimesoas ys ois . cS2 6G +128 9 414.3 
QUEDEC!. cas om bMOR SOG «ce Ge a tAW -ll.l +, 732 
EGE TD it oe ta vane armragh ete eaain itn ialteete ee - 8.5 +11.4 
‘Western Provinces ..cceccesccoooe - 0.8 + 6.7 
Tobacco and Confectionery % osis\s oi +11.,2 $22.3... +13.5 + 3.0 
Quehee Tl GReeeGss 28 LBssOGe's oF + 356 +16.0 
Ontardnres bin oseaded .wet.G4 aR 413.35 +18.4 
Western’ Rrovincesii3cet .ebns2 ee +13.6 +58.4 
Wholesale Trade -- 
MATTE LMOST Ct eters ss colonic si ele a. cies, 6% + 9.4 #25.5 
WUG USCIns cv sarts wis'e'e alexe wapteine wade a 2 - £04 +11.9 
OIG ATH Ow eneray atete a) siaiecete (a iara Siena ci sisretare + 204 +17.1 
PILES OS. Sry cloke ele a rete aie o wie 4. 4ue's GEBra +11.9 424.9 
British Columbia oe coeeececcoae + 301 +16.5 


CANADA ccnsvcredestvegoobdies + 4,5 418.5 411.3 "Geo 


(1) Revised. 


(2) Preliminary. 
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MONTHLY INDEXES OF WHOLESALE SALES IN CANADA, JUNE, 1944 


(1935-1939 = 100) — 


Measured by dollar volume, June wholesale sales were 9 per cent higher than 
the sales transacted in June, 1943, according to statements received from approxim- 
ately 415 of the larger wholesale houses in Canada trading in nine kinds of business. 
The June increase is smaller than the 18 per cent gain recorded in the May compar 
ison, June sales having declined 2.5 per cent from the May level of trading. The 
general unadjusted index of sales on the base, 1935-1939 = 100, stands at 190.35 for 
June, 1944; 195.2 for May, 1944; and 175.4 for June, 1943. Aggregate figures for the 
first half of the current year increased 11 per cent over the January-June period of 
last year, It will be noted that the number of reporting firms included in these 
surveys of wholesale sales has been increased from 500 to 415, and index numbers from 
the beginning of 1942 have been revised to reflect the more representative coverage. 


a 


A minor decrease of 2 per cent of sales in British Columbia, together with 
gains of 8 per cent in the Maritimes and Ontario and 12 per cent in Quebec and the 
Prairies, combined to record the overall increase of 9 per cent in June sales for 
Canada. Results varied greatly for the individual trades. Increases in sales volumes 
were greatest in the automotive equipment and footwear trades where gains of 21 per 
cent were recorded. Sales transacted by the tobacco and confectionery trade were 14 
per cent higher, while the grocery and dry goods trades each reported an increase of 
10 per cent. Drug wholesalers recorded a gain of 6 per cent; fruit and vegetable 
sales were up 5 per cent and hardware sales advanced by 4 per cent. The clothing 
trade, however, experienced a decline of 10 per cent in sales from the turnover pre- 
vailing in June, 1943. 


Inventories in the hands of wholesalers at the end of June were valued 7 
per cent higher than the stocks held on the corresponding date of last year. The 
clothing trade, while experiencing a decline in sales, held 24 per cent more merchan- 
dise at the end of June of this year than last. Gains in stock holdings reported by 
the other trades are as follows; fruits and vegetables, 18 per cent; groceries, 15 per 
cent; drugs, 12 per cent; automotive equipment, 7 per cent; dry goods, 5 per cent. 
Hardware inventories were unchanged from the level reported for June 30, 1943, while 
tobacco and confectionery, and footwear stocks declined by 5 and 6 per cent, respect- 
ively. 


- 2 
Percentage Changes in Wholesale Trade 


; Sales 
L (2) 
May, June , Year-to-= 
1944 1944 date, 1944 
May , June, Year~to-~ 
1943 1943 date, 1943 


TE ANTNE Bs 


“Percentage Change, 1944, 


compared with 1943 
INVENTORY 


June, 1944 
June, 1943 


Automotive Equipment .......se0. e805 ell +50.2 + 7.0 
Maritimes and Quebec ....0s0000 +3625 +31.9 
OnGawis Pcrace a0 Ghee ote capo erate oon +56.0 +16.1 
Western Provinces ..o.0%0>20003 +20.5 +21.6 
Dries soe ces edo ddvis aap eee, 5 + 6.0 +10.6 +12.1 
Maritimes, puabec ona Ontario . +20.5 + 5.6 
Western Provinces ss .sccesccacce +1169 beatae 
Clothing’ sr sues, sewers ae cee eee 2056 + 2.9 424.3 
QUCDEC +202 do sessee sec cesov end de +19.0 ~ 9.3 
Ontario and Western Provinces . + 8.1 - 9.8 
VOOCWOSY hein is on Sos eee ev ole enti nie ok Ne eet #21.2 + 9.5 - 6.1 
Maritimes and QUuebEC .erser2oe6 +559 +230 
Ontario and Western Provinces . 412.9 +19.6 
DIVEGOoUS: aerestiheeas + Pi area cats ee oot +909 +'6.9 + 4.8 
faritimes and Saehee Ae Ce ee ae + &.8 414.5 
OMA Lh On ako o. 6 ciever.eteie uch rele leroreioraec ters +7928 + 2,5 
Western ProvinCes) » es ce-eetele oleae +16.8 + 9.2 
Fruits and Vegetables ..-.ccsss0 +2209 + 4.9 +11.2 +17.6 
Maritimes and Quebec ...ce0+ese. +14.5 ag ety ey 
OUUSIL OF Merete ose ote ete tolaiestereldteiode 425.0 #- 1,8 
Western Provinces ..ccccos+ceoe +29..7 +#12.1 
GROCSTIOS kus cs ly eee eeu me ee Oe + 9.6 +11.9 +15.1 
WATIT LCS (im «ee ole te oe ieee Ole ee +19.2 411.3 
GUS DOC i 6.0 sum bss ced, ales dlsie anew reia so + 6.6 + 9.1 
GRUAT VO wines Moki cere atisinee ectertaus +18.3 +11.3 
Pra PLAS. ve oye stots chotape rey sce tedtee lous ete sie +27.7 +10.6 
British Columbia see se ee ove #29.2 + 3.4 
HaTawATre se arevcors cies ce bela e eicle Sie et moe oO + 4.2 + 4.6 - 0.7 
MAIL GUMS sintes sao eave sopra eran tte es atoms +14, ¢ + 7.8 
CUSUGC a citlate © eine Gols sem oes oles te a pas hgek = +20.6 
GR URE1O has Gale eae Ne aie a erene ate terete +11.4 +10.9 
Western PROVINCES cic clove ce ay certs + 2.6 96 9 
Tobacco and Gonfectionery ...... +£2.9 +14.3 - 2.9 aI DeW 
Maritimes “and Quebec 4.6. 0«620'% +16.6 +15.0 
CUD CARLOS oslo ae clei seein: wa wlan +18.4 +12.4 
Western Provinces -csscrssosooe +9904 +17.4 
Wholesale Trade -- Py abi aatireats, 
Maritimes iiss ss Sco os eae we 5 ae +25.5 + 8,3 
QUO CC iene whe siete toe Siete Bre alae ese had +12,0 412.1 
OUOGEE On sc kaieie epi crpeieors tells aitace nas +17.3 + 8.3 
PIA@iITieS sccooescccceecsererecs +25 .0 +11,45 
Pl USN OC WO La. | bone sarin ice tasers +12.6 io) Ls) 
CANADA ce'v-c-c alice nic Goes ree eng et oe + 8,5 +10.8 + 6.8 


(1) Revised, 
(2) Preliminary. 
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MONTHLY INDEXES OF WHOLESALE SALES IN CANADA, JULY, 1944 
(1935-1939 = 100) — 


July wholesale trading increased 4 per cent over the dollar value of 
business transacted in July of last year, according to returns received from approxi- 
mately 415 of the larger wholesale establishments in Canada representing nine kinds 
of business. The 4 per cent gain is smaller than the 8 per cent and 18 per cent ine 
ereases recorded in the imnediately preceding mozr@hs of June and May respectively. 
The general unadjusted index of sales on the base 1935-1939 = 100 stands at 179.6 for 
July, 1944; 190.0 for June, 1944: and 173.2 for July, 1943. Cumulative sales for the 
first seven months of the year recorded an inerease of 10 per cent over the same 
period of 1943, 


Conforming with the June pattern of trading, British Columbia reported a 
decline from the 1943 sales position, July sales decreasing by 4 per cent compared 
with July, 1943. Gains reported in the other economic divisions of the country are as 
follows: Maritimes, 1 per cent; Quebec, 3 per cent; Ontario, 4 per cent; Prairie Pro- 
vinees, 8 per cent, 


The automotive equipment trade maintained the high level of trading wite- 
nessed in earlier montn comparisons and recorded a gain of 19 per cent over sales 
transacted in July, 1943. Dry goods sales were up 7 per cent; the grocery and tobacco 
and confectionery trades followed with gains of 6 per cent; a minor increase of 2 per 
cent was experienced by the drug trade, Hardware sales declined by 1 per cent from 
July last year; sales of fruit and vegetable wholesalers were 2 per cent lower; while 
the footwear and clothing trades. reported decreases of 3 and 5 per cent respectively. 


Stotks held by wholesalers at the end of July, 1944, were valued 7 per 
eent higher than on the same date of last year. The value of tobacco and confect~ 
ionery inventories was depleted by 12 per cent compared with the month-end stocks of 
July, 1943. Inereases in stock holdings were reported by the other trades, gains 
ranging from 2 per cent in the hardware trade to 25 per cent in the clothing trade 
being recorded. 


et gok e 
Percentage Changes in Wholesale Trade 


Percentage Change, 1944, compared with 1943 


cian 15) ae (2) INVENTORY 
June, July, Year-to- 
1944 1944 date, 1944 July, 1944 
Jyune, July, Year-to- July, 1943 
1943 1943 date, 1943 
Automotive Equipment ....+..:.s». +1907 +19.4 +26,3 +12.8 


Maritimes and Quebec .....:6e¢6 +35 23 427.4 
ONE ALOR sterriy eo ers teeter alerveptiel eaiiare +16.1 Tee k 
WOStETiMEt COVA NC OS) jeeaaetsie ee seen +17 ..4 +26.6 
DVupe mish oer ews eee oma ne Uae ee ee + 1.9 + 9.3 + 7.6 
Maritimes, Quebec and Ontario . ted ee + 0.2 
Western Provinces .ossscrescoes 5 saps + 7.6 
Dlebhingenninerdastes eae Ove PA + 1.9 425.0 
ESD OC "<4. ya ogi ¥ eteua Seta tn apie whaler aes - 9.95 -11.6 
Ontario and Western Provinees é -10.4 — a7 
Podhweet:s ais aos 1S ee ee aoa S9503 + 8.1 + 2.4 
Maritimes and Quebec .....see0s +250 - 3.5 
Ontario and Western Provinces . +19.6 - 3.93 
Dry sGoeds ys 25 skis ads Sica v weimemein oP OL Fails + 6.9 + 7.1 
faritimes and Quebee ....scesce +14.9 + 2.9 
OLEG ATI Om orerduey eter ulersierer star oie cnere Tec Tian + 3.7 23,1 
Western Provinces .2ccssvosesee ee? - 1.5 
Fruits and Vegetables ...cscsces + Bel - 1.8 + 8.8 + 5.0 
Maritimes and QUEKEC oevocce ove + 0.9 me Der 
GuGETL Oats © ave eteic (ag ae leis als 0 aie aitee tees ~ OA ~ 3.0 
WOSTOrN PYOVINCES sess seesas toe +12.1 - 0.1- 
BPCCERILES Gecsanmacteds) amale sre + 6.4 er ieey +14.7 
NCI GU OIRO S Treg sig nels ciate stare eke acetate +11.¢ + 6.2 
NGO OGE A tro ayia d alee 6-0 vate steely eels + 8.9 + 2.9 
GUE ATO wrote ucishele) aiansiegsisienereraieha ore ste +1159 + 5/61. 
NETT rac asl Oui gaia clicugiaven sal oletaarielene atone +10.6 +12.0 
GBI Gb Up Os DINO LO yet ce lplasacuin eon Evaiete + 3.4 + 2.6 ' 
HATOWAT Cs <> deed saadiaehecsana Pome - 1.9 Froao nr. + 1.6 
MAT VAMOS: thes waln scale bate aie eRe + Von + 0.5 
SLOW CU Ws situravaee: sun ainialintave erdigl x emis ace +1928 + 4.9 
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MONTHLY INDEXES OF WHOLESALE SALES IN CANADA, AUGUST, 1944 
(1935-1339 = 100) 7 


An active wholesale trading market resulted in dollar sales increasing 16 
per cent in August of this year over August, 1943, according to statements received 
from approximately 415 wholesale establishments representing nine lines of business. 
The 16 per cent increase is considerably greater than the gains recorded in the immedi- 
ately preceding month comparisons of July and June where sales advanced 4 and & per 
cent respectively over the same months of last year. The general unadjusted index of 
bales on the base 19559-1959 =-100,stands- at 200.8. for- August, 1944; 179.8 for July, 
1944; and 173.4 for August, 1945. Aggregate sales taivderted in the January—August 
period of 1944 are up 11 per cent as compared with cumulative sales for the same 
months of last year. 


The 16 per-cent gain was shared by all regions of the country. Increases 
recorded by economic divisions are as follows; Maritime Provinces, 12 per cent; Quebec, 
Me -per cent; | Outario, 19 per cent: Prairic Provinces, 17 per cent; British Columbia, 

& per cent. 


The clothing trade alone reported no gain in dollar sales over August of 
last year, trading remaining on a par with the 1943 volume. The footwear trade regis- 
tered a 32 per cent gain, while the automotive equipment and grocery trades come 
second in point of view of increased trading with increases of 19 per cent. Drug 
sales were up 18 per cent; dry goods sales advanced 17 per cent; hardware and tobacco 
and confectionery trades recorded gains of 13 percent, a 12 per cent increase was 
reported by fruit and vegetable wholesalers. 


Inventories in the hands of wholesalers at the end of August were valued < 
per cent higher than the stocks held on August 31, 1943. Increases in stock holdings 
ranged from 1 per cent in the footwear trade to 16 per cent in the clothing trade, 
Stocks held by hardware and tobacco and confectionery wholesalers were valued 5 and 
26 per cent lower respectively. 


The monthly indexes of wholesale sales from January, 1942 onward have re~ 
cently been revised to include reports from an increased number of firms. Indexes 
appearing in the reports for June, 1944 and all subsequent months are based on the 
larger sample of reporting firms. 
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Percentage Changes in Wholesale Trade 
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(2) Preliminary. 
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MONTHLY INDEXES OF WHOLESALE SALES IN CANADA, SEPTEMBER, 1944 
(1935-1939 = 100 —<—— 


September wholesale sales increased 10 per cent over the dollar volume of 
business transacted in September, 1943, according to statements received from approxi- 
mately 415 wholesale trading houses engaged in nine lines of business. The September 
increase, while smaller than the gain recorded in August, compares favourably with 
July and June comparisons, when sales advanced 4 and & per cent respectively. The 
general unadjusted index of sales on the base 1935-1959 = 100 stands at 204.8 for 
September, 1944; 199.4 for August, 1944; and 186.2 for September, 1943. Cumulative 
sales for the nine months of 1944 were 10 per cent higher than in the corresponding 
perio or 1943, 


The 1Q per cent increase reflects substantial gains in all regions) ofthe 
country except. British Columbia, where sales remained on a par with September, 1943, 
trading. Increases recorded by economic divisions are as follows: Maritime Provinces, 


14 per cent; jJuebec 4 per cent; Ontario, 9 per cent; Prairie Provinces, 13 per cent. 
5 ] an) > ] > b2 by 


Gains recorded by the different trades varied greatly. Automotive equipment 
sales rose 13 per cent. The dry goods trade registered a gain of 14 per cent, while 
fruit and vegetable wholesalers reported 13 per cent more business transacted... An 8 
per cent increase was reported by the hardware and the footwear trades; a 5 per cent 
gain was experienced by the drug trade; tobacco and confectionery sales were up 4 per 
cent. The clothing trade reported a 12 per cent decline in sales. 


stocks in wholesalers' hands at the end of September, 1944, were valued 4 
per cent higher than on the corresponding date a year ago. Five of the nine trades 
reported increases in inventory holdings ranging from 7 to 29 per cent, while the 


clothing, hardware, footwear and tobacco trades reported declines in inventories 
ranging from 1 to 12 per cent. 


The monthly indexes of wholesale sales from January, 1942 onward have re- 
cently been revised to include reports from an increased number of firms. Indexes 
appearing in the reports-for June, 1944 and all subsequent months are based on the 
larger sample of reporting firms, 
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Rugust, September, Year-to- September ,1943 
1943 194% date, 1943 
Automotive Equipment .....-cse05 +19.4 +18.5 +25.8 +15.4 
Maritimes and Quebec .cseccanecs +56 .6 +51. 1 
ORGS VOY ves overs lo. a arated) see kis! ee #1659 +20.2 
Western Provinces 2.5 <sehels.4 as 152 +128 
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eeaW rem, OF (hea Os toe nS 5 ane (bie dee ee + 7.6 CORT ENG Ey. 
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MONTHLY INDEXES OF WHOLESALE SALES IN CANADA, OCTOBER, 1944 
(1935-1939 = 100) Seg 


October wholesale sales increased 15 per cent over the dollar volume of 
business transacted in October, 1943, according to reports received from approxim- 
ately-415 wholesale trading establishments representing nine different lines of 
business. The 15 per cent gain is in line with the 10 and 15 per cent increases 
registered by active wholesale markets in September and August. These major gains 
Imay be attributed in part to the low level of trading witnessed in the corresponding 
months of 1943, monthly comparisons revealing gains over October and September, 
1942, of 2 and 4 percent, respectively. The general unadjusted index of sales on 
the base 1935-1939 = 100 stands at 202.4 for October, 1944, 205.4 for September, 
1944, and 176.5 for October, 19435. Cumulative sales for the ten-month period of 
this-year-have-advanced 11 per cent above the sales for the corresponding period 
of 1943. 


4 


The increase in trading over October, 1944 was less pronounced in British 
Columbia than in the other regions, while the greatest gain occurred in the Mari- 
time Provinces. Results on a regional basis are as follows: Maritimes, 19 per cent; 
Quedec,-1-6-per—cent;,Ontario,--L6—percent;—_Prairie. Provinces, 15 percent; British 
Columbia, 6 per cent. 


Increases in sales volume were reported by each of the nine trades. A 
rapid rate of trading was experienced by the footwear, automotive eyuipment, dry 
goods, grocery and clothing trades, sales increases ranging from 19 to 2 per cent. 
Sales of drug wholesalers were up 14 per cent. The hardware trade transacted ll 
per cent more business; tobacco and confectionery sales were up 9 per cent; a 5 per 
cent increase was reported by the fruits and vegetables trade. 


The inventory position at the end of October relative to the corresponding 
date last year increased by 4 per cent. Clothing wholesalers valued their stocks 
on hand 38 per cent higher than on the same date of last year, at which time clo- 
thing inventories were 35 per cent below the level prevailing at October 51, 1942. 
Stock holdings were valued from 2 to 16 per cent higher for five of the other trades 
while inventories declined 2 per cent in the dry goods trade, 5 per cent in the foot- 
wear trade, and 19 per cent in the tobacco and confectionery trade. 


mp Me 


Percentage Changes in Wholesale Trade 


“Percentage Change, 1944, compared with 1943 ~, 
Soe INVENTORY 
September, October, Year-to- 
date, 1944 Oetebers5 1944 
1944 1944 —_— poem memes 
September, October, ee Se Octever, Lads 
1943 1943 date, 1943 
Automotive: Equipment’: 2.5 2 Peees feet ier +2123 +2959 +15.7 
Maritimes and Quebec ......000. +30 .2 +26.5 
OMCEISiraslay cue We co tamil’ sg ares +20.,2 +28.0 
WesterneProvinees ... . 5 «6s Meee +12.8 +14.0 
DEMME SR. = ties tot ody Aa itr eee aad ae ase ais a ar eae toes +10,1 + 4.4 
Maritimes, Quebec and Ontario . > OS 4 +14.0 
WOsPernneVovVANGOS gen csmeste ae sb - 9.9 +135.6 
Globiinglad. ode gake: «canes anklosd +18,9° + 1.9 +5725 
QUEDEC soocosedooceveccszo0er.s “14.3 +2217 
Ontario and Western Provinces 5 -11.3 +17.0 
FOOUWOA Ta here eked Grvn= eth -endne eee +21,8 +11.8 - 4,5 
Maritimes and Quebec «ces senses +16.1 +13.8 
Ontario and Western Provinces . tose) +50.6 
Dry NGaGGe. wee binne yes RE dace atl asa +0 of +10.1 = 20d 
Maritimes and Quebec wee. a0 duos +1lag +226 
AOE een UC Oe awe cei emai Resmi this koe ites Gaeta oie aa +12.1 +17.0 
WESTOPO PRO VILNCOG., sie. sral ove came +19.8 +22.0 
Fruita and Wecetavles. ase: nseneé tloed. + 4.5 + 9.0 + 9.7 
Maritimes and Quebec ...csececce +19.0 + 2.7 
GUUS it OS Oe oy Seti saaimat © oie e 412.3 #11.8 
Wester Provinces, wiseeniccatmawdiale +10.6 + 0.3 
GUOCEDNGOEMS gibiossnececacce cues c OFEDCO! Orme noun #12.9 + 7.4 
PST PAMe Ss cheb scle alke'e fo doles t ntb8 +13.8 +18.6 
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MUGDOC osg' 6 «ote ea hn Oo tee alee Mos sD +16.,4 
OREGELG" Sul acacd tans aeo Gave. ele mentale + 9.2 415.9 
PRADO LOG vik safe oe AG ate aks «keiala «Pade +12.4 +14.7 
_British Columbia ....5.22.+205%0 0 + 5.9 
CANADAIR ot sic shots eemoc tebe ES LGES $14.7 +10.8 PP By 
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MONTHLY INDEXES OF WHOLESALE SALES IN CANADA, NOVEMBER, 1944 
(1935-1939 = 100) — 


A survey of November wholesale trading shows that dollar sales for the month 
exceeded the volume of business realized in November, 1943, by 14 per cent. State-~ 
ments were received from approximately 415 wholesale trading establishments represent- 
ing nine different lines of business. The 14 per cent increase is in line with the 
pattern of wholesale trading witnessed in the three previous month comparisons when 
gains over 1945 ranged from 10 to 15 per cent. The general unadjusted index of sales 
on the base, 1955-1959=100, stands at 196.0 for November, 1944; 202.6 for October, 
1944; and 172.2 for November, 1945. Aggregate sales for the eleven months of 1944 
were ll per cent higher than for the January-November period of 1943, 


The increase in trading activities was felt by all regions of the country, 
but the gain in British Columbia was somewhat smaller than increases registered in 
other parts. Results by economic divisions are as follows: Maritime Provinces, 16 
per cent; Quebec, 15 per cent; Ontario, 15 per cent; Prairie Provinces, 16 per ‘cent; 
British Columbia, 7 per cent. 


The automotive equipment trade came first in point of view of increased 
trading, recording gain of 23 per cent. The grocery trade and the clothing trade 
each reported 18 per cent more business transacted followed by a 16 per cent increase 
in drug sales. Dry goods wholesalers and hardware merchants both valued their sales 
14 per cent higher while the tobacco and confectionery trade increased 9 per cent. 
Footwear sales were up 6 per cent and a minor gain of 3 per cent was reported by the 
fruits and vegetables trade. 


Inventories in the hands of wholesalers at the close of November were valued 
4 per cent higher than the stocks held on the corresponding date of 1943. The dry 


goods and fruits and vegetables trades reported declines of 2 and 5 per cent respece 
orm 


tively, while tobacco and confectionery stocks fell 25 per cent. The remaining six 
trades reported increases in stock holdings ranging from 5 per cent to ¢& per cent. 
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Percentage Changes in Wholesale Trade 
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Percentage Chanze, 1944, compared with 1945 
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a SSS 


Sales ; 
(ae) (2) INVENTORY 
October, November, Year-to- 
1944 1944 date, 1944 November, 1944 
October, Noveniber , Year-to-~ November, 1943 
pee 1943 1943 date, 1943 
Automotive Equipment s..+ccssore +214 +22.6 425.0 +17.1 
Maritimesand Quebec v3... chiees 425.5 +18.,4 
OU GAg Caen ss aha tale. orn.eeeemy ke ka see 4350.9 Mee ares 
WEStOriy PrOoVINGes Sancswls > a2 ale © 5 412.0 +25.6 


eR RE ENN A eR Ot | Ta 


DPR ea se eas elcie o Wel eaten ambos eaaeeect aioe oe +10.6 + 6.3 


Maritimes, Quebec and ontario 5 +14,0- +17.8 
Western Provinces .sncsasesoure +135.6 +10,0 =f 
WLOGH ING Ug. shack snide ais Lb oe ee ee Oc os a ere + 5,4 +27.5 
MUSDOC . sis s+ aidans + ITEP yer « 44 4267 ten 
_Ont ario and Western Provinces . +18.0 ahora 
Wootweal AA wei. sci eee ee ee + 6.4 +11.2 + 3.4 
Maritdmes~and, QUC DSC res ees a +13.0 ~ 4.2 
Ontario and Western Provinces . +5046 een 
RmViNClnOde bei atedtucal hicioloe vineeanke eae CE ae +10.4 ateee 
Maritimes and Quebec ..c.6+ +00 6 422.7 413.6 
On Gar li Ones ak oeteniy le olsvelphsve’ chuyevetorciaus +17.0 415.1 
WES Cer «PPOMINCOS male iene at aiepecaons +22 .0 712.5 eet 
Pruitessnd Veeetatiles 2 cevo.psenatoselm nau & fee + 8.4 ~ 27 
Maritimes and. Quebec. ..ca0 ne nv es + 0,6 a eS 
GYGAT ANC eee cete o, vieMeres als iehaae theudat youn fig i penae 
WeSLOTNy hrO ValnC eS aieissw ak tue ean + 0.3 + 9.6 
GERGELIGS..d. Hal aprithends aa alateiiede UHOOLLy Mlmull aeeoee +15. 2 + 3,8 
Mae BLM Gil Oo ata de ea cae ‘ss gacatene 419.1 414.6 
ADOC aia das SS a chdhal a wleen % spire 424.1 422.59 
OVI 1 Oa aie asenaisbat tia eset cep meine +16.8 +20.9 
Iga aT? GS BBY kere daney a aie tarert ere, wire ae inte aco +24.0 417.4 
_britis h C Olumbia sseseeeeeeeess 414.7 rege tle S e Se a ene sg aoe 
SE Cn ee RE Te ne ae em aE 7 9S Fale +14,1 + 6.5. « + oLo 
BOCs IGS oad sitio alepabe tabs, >: ndubiousnnene +25 64 +2 eS, 
GUGH AG) aaseie dtieye tals F857 6 Hine we +o0, 1 415.5 
OWGE:T LO ‘egiaares nse ete rei iota s, det aha aie eee 415.3 +14.7 
WeStern Prov NCES iis pal ols seve love + 4,5 +10.6 
Tobacco and Confectionery ...... + 6:4. + G9 +11.2 —23,28 
MArTLiMeS BRauOueDeG .).<nu)s ss ase “ 


ee 
Ontario. Sees sree ete ute rues Bie ie +11. 
8 


+ 7, 
Western Provinces ..escssseesss + 8.335 + 65 
Wholesale Trade -- 5 ikiee i 
Mane ih hme Seis. a sera Sle Satere she eo ware +18.8 +15.6 
QUGDOGE sre ania. alte « aside eee aes +16,5 +12,6 
OUT Opis. Bers a ot arsharenes « esi are auevers +16.1 415.1 
PRO UCUGS » 54M -c «5 Gustave hecuietane ei erecstis +14,5 +15.7 
British Columbia ...+-e-sssos80 + 6,0 + 6.6 


CANADA Da PGAOHe RFP EP eevee Grae rae +14.8 +13.8 ie Ae + 4,4 


(1) Revised. — 
(2) Preliminary. 
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MONTHLY INDEXES OT WHOLESALE SALES IN CANADA, DECEMBER, 1944 
(1935-1939 = 100) 


Dollar sales of wholesale merchants averaged 5 per cent higher in December, 
1944 than in December, 1943 according to reports received from approximately 415 
wholesale houses representing nine different trades. The 5 per cent increase is con- 
siderably smaller than the gains recorded in the fall months, which stood at 10 per 
cent for September, 15 per cent for October and 13 per cent for November. Sales for 
the year 1944 were 11 per cent greater than the dollar volume of business transacted 
in 1943. The December unadjusted index of sales on the base, 1955-1939=100 stands 
at 171.5 compared with 195.3 for November, 1944 and 164.1 for December, 1943. 


The only marked increase over December, 1943 was reported by the automotive 
equipment trade, sales advancing by 21 per cent. A le per cent gain was reported by 
the hardware trade, while the dry goods and tobacco and confectionery trades each re~ 
corded an increase of 8 per cent. Grocery sales were up 5 per cent and the clothing 
trade transacted 4 per cent more business. Fruit and vegetable wholesalers reported 
a decrease in sales of 1 per cent, drug sales fell off by 2 per cent, the footwear 
trade declined 19 per cent from the December, 1943 level. 


The automotive equipment trade, which reported heavy trading activity in 
the latter months of 1943, continued to report major increases in each month of 1944 
over 1943, gains ranging from 18 per cent in September to 41 per cent in February. 
Substantial increases ranging from 5 to 21 per cent for different months were regis- 
tered by grocery wholesalers, each month of 1944 recording an increase in sales over 
the corresponding period of 19435. Dry goods wholesalers registered a higher level of 
trading in 1944 than in 1943, the annual comparison recording an increase of 10 per 
cent. Dry goods sales expanded more rapidly in the last five months: of 1944 than 
earlier in the year and the substantial increases, rangins up to 21 per cent in Oc- 
tober may be attributed, in part, to the relatively lower level of dry goods trading 
witnessed in the latter months of 194%. Sales transacted by tobacco and confectionery 
wholesalers registered an overall gain of & per cent for the year, increases recorded 
in monthly comparisons ranging from 2 to 235 per cent. 


Marked gains in the fruit and vegetable trade in January, February and May 
compared with corresponding months of 1943 were partially offset by more moderate ad- 
vances in later months, salcs for the year averaging © per cent higher than in 1943. 
The drug trade realized a 10 per cent gain in 1944 compared with 1945. There were no 
outstanding features in the trend of wholesale hardware trading. While sales declined 
in May and July by 4 and 1 per cent respectively below the same months of 1943, the 
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dollar value of business transacted during 1944 rose 7 per cent above 1943 wholesale 
hardware sales. 


The dollar valuation placed on inventories in the hands of wholesalers on 
December 31, 1944 exceeded by 2 per cent the year-end stocks held in 1943. Minor 
gains in stock holdings were recorded in the January and February month comparisons. 
Inventories expanded more rapidly in each of the months from March to July, but a 
gradual narrowing of the spread was evident in the latter months of 1944 as compared 
with the same nonths of 1943. The tobacco and confectionery trade suffered the 
greatest decline in stocks, inventories decreasing as low as 28 per cent in the 
November comparison, and 19 per cent in the year-end comparison. The end of the 
year found stock holdings depleted in the grocery, fruits and vegetables, and ary 
goods trades. The other trades reported increases ranging from 6 to 14 per cent 
in stock holdings at the end of the year compared with December 31, 1943. 
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Percentage Changes in Wholesale Trade 


Percentuge Change, 1944, compared with 1943 
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MONTELY INDEXES OF WHOLESALE SALES IN CANADA, JANUARY, 1945 
{1935-1939 = 100) 


Wholesale trade in Canada recorded an average increase of 15 per cent du- 
ring the first month of the year over January, 1944, for the nine lines of business 
for which data are available, according to statements received from approximately 
415 of the larger wholesale establishments. January sales were 7 per cent higher 
than the December level of trading, but fell considerably below the pattern of tra~- 
ding witnessed in Gctober and November of last year. The January unadjusted index of 
sales on the base 1935-1939 = 100 stands at 182.6 compared with 170.8 for December, 
1944 and 159.5 for January, 1944. 


The 15 per cent gain reflects a rapid turnover of merchandise in all regions 
of the country. Ontario sales advanced by 17 per cent, the Maritime Provinces and 
British Columbia each reported a 16 per.cent gain, the Prairie Provinces transacted 
1Z per cent more business, while Quebec sales increased 11 per cent. 


The grocery trade came first in point of view of increased trading with a 
gain of 22 per cent. Tobacco and confectionery wholesalers reported an increase of 
21 per cent while automotive equipment sales were 15 per cent higher. The hardware 
trade registered a 14 per cent gain, followed by increases of 1] per cent and 10 per 
cent for the drug and footwear trades respectively. Fruit and vegetable sales were 
up 8 per cent and the clothing trade recorded a minor gain of 1 per cent. Dollar 
sales of dry goods wholesalers declined by 2 per cent. 


The inventory position at the end of January of this year remained constant 
with the value of stock holdings at the end of January, 1944. The grocery, dry goods, 
automotive equipment and tobacco and confectionery trades valueltheir stocks lower 
than the merchandise held on the same date of last year, declines ranging from 2 to 
12 per cent. The other five trades under survey reported the following gains in in~ 
ventories; clothing, 2 per cent; hardware, 5 per cent; drug, 7 per cent; footwear, 
12 per cent; and fruits and vegetables, 5O per cent. 
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MONTHLY INDEXES OF WHOLESALE SALES IN CANADA, FEBRUARY, 1945 
(1935-1959 = 100 — 


The dollar volume of wholesale trading transacted in Canada during February 
of this year increased 6 per cent over February, 1944, according to statements re- 
ceived from approximately 415 of the larger wholesale establishments representing 
nine lines of business. The February increase is smaller than the gain recorded in 
January when sales advanced 14 per cent above the value of trading in January, 1944. 
The February unadjusted index of sales on the base, 1935-1939=100, stands at 178.8 
compared with 182.3 for January, 1945, and 168.8 for February, 1944. 


While all regions of the country shared in the 6 per cent gain, increases 
were not uniform and varied from 3 per cent in British Columbia to 10 per cent in 
Ontario. Increases on a regional basis are as follows: Maritime Provinces, 7 per 
cent; Quebec, 4 per cent; Ontario, 10 per cent; Prairie Provinces, 4 per cent; 
British Columbia, 3 per cent. 


The automotive equipment trade and the footwear trade each reported a sub- 
stantial gain of 15 per cent. Tobacco and confectionery sales were up 12 per cent 
while hardware wholesalers reported & per cent more business transacted. Smaller 
gains of 6, 5 and 4 per cent were recorded by the fruits and vegetables trade, the 
the grocery trade and the drug trade respectively. Dry goods sales were slightly 
less than 1 per cent below the level of trading in February, 1944, while clothing 
sales declined by 1 per; cent. 


Wholesalers valued their inventories on hand at the end of February, 1945, 
4 per cent higher than the stocks held on the same date of last year. Increases in 
stock holdings ranged from 1 per cent in the grocery trade to 17 per cent in the 
automotive equipment trade, while the tobacco and confectionery and dry goods trades 
reported declines in inventories of 3 and 6 per cent respectively. 
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Percentage Changes in Wholesale Trade 


; Percentage Change, 1945, compared with 1944 
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(1) Revised, 


(2) Preliminary. 
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MONTHLY INDEXES OF WHOLESALES SALES IN CANADA, MARCH, 1945 
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March wholesale sales increased 6 per cent over the dollar volume of tra- 
ding realized in March, 1944 according to the data received from approximately 415 
of the larger wholesale establishments in Canada representing nine lines of business. 
The March gain remains on a par with the 6 per cent gain recorded in the February 
comparison, but is considerably lower than the 14 per cent gain registered in the 
first month of the year. The March general unadjusted index of sales on the base 
1935=-1939=100 stands at 202 4 as compared with 178.6 for February, 1945 and 190.9 for 
March, 1944. Cumulative sales for the first three months of the year are 10 per cent 
greater than sales transacted in the same period of 1944, 


The Maritime Provinces reported a minor gain of 2 per cent over March, 1944 
but increases in the other provinces were uniform standing at 6 or 7 per cent. [In- 
creases on a regional basis are as followss Maritime Provinces, 2 per cent; Quebec, 

6 per cent; Ontario, 6 per cent; Prairies Provinces, 6 per cent; British Columbia, 7 
per cent. 


The trend varied greatly for the individual trades under survey. Automo- 
tive equipment sales advanced 29 per cent over March of last year and was followed 
by a gain of 24 per cent in the footwear trade. The tobacco and confectionery trade 
reported 12 per cent more business transacted while the clothing and fruits and 
vegetables trades each recorded a gain of 8 per cent. Hardware wholesalers as well 
as wholesale drug merchants realized 5 per cent more business. Dry goods whole= 
salers reported a gain of slightly less than 1 per cent but dollar sales of whole- 
sale grocers remained on a par with the volume of business transacted in March, 1944. 


Wholesalers reported 2 per cent more merchandise on hand at the end of 
March this year than last Increases in stock holdings ranged from 1 per cent for the 
tobacco and confectionery trade to 20 per cent for the automotive equipment trade. 
The valuation placed on grocery inventories was unchanged from the value of stocks 
held at the end of March, 1944. The clothing and dry goods trades reported declines 
in stock holdings of 5 and 7 per cent respectively. 


wa Ot 


Percentage Changes in Wholesale Trade 


~~ Percentape é Change, 1945,- comp 194 5, compared with 1944 with 1944 
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MONTHLY INDEXES OF WHOLESALE SALES IN CANADA, APRIL, 1945 
1985-1939 = 100 


April wholesale sales increased 13 per cent over the dollar volume of whole- 
sale trading realized in April, 1944, according to reports received from approximately 
415 wholesale trading establishments in Canada representing nine lines of business. 
The 13 per cent increase may be attributed in part to the low level of trading wit- 
nessed in April of last year. Dollar sales realized in April were 3 per cent below 
the March, 1945 volume of business. The general unadjusted index of sales on the 
base, 1955-19359=100, stands at 195.5 for April, 1945, compared with 201.8 for March, 
1945 and 173.0 for April, 1944. Aggregate sales for the first four months of this 
year were ll per cent higher than for the same period of 1944. 


While all trades reported an increase in sales over April, 1944, gains 
varied greatly for the different trades. The footwear trade was first from point 
of view of increased trading, recording a gain of 38 per cent. The automotive equip=- 
ment trade followed with a 32 per cent gain. Hardware sales advanced 18 per cent;: 
the fruits and vegetables trade reported 16 per cent more business transacted; drug 
sales were 14 per cent higher and the tobacco and confectionery trade registered a 
13 per cent gain. Sales made by wholesale grocers were 10 per cent greater than the 
turnover of these firms in April, 1944. Minor gains of 2 per cent and 1 per cent 
were recorded by the clothing trade and dry goods trade respectively. 


The textile trades, the footwear trade and the fruits and vegetables trade 
all reported less merchandise on hand at the end of April, 1945 than on the same 
date of 1944. Grocery stocks were valued 1 per cent higher while increased inven- 
tories reported by the other trades ranged from 4 per cent for the tobacco and con= 
fectionery trade to 15 per cent for the automotive equipment.trade. The wholesale 
inventory position for all trades at the end of April, 1945 advanced 4 per cent 
above the level of stock holdings at the close of April, 1944. 
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MONTHLY INDEXES OF WHOLESALE SALES IN CANADA, MAY, 1945 


(1935-1939 = 100) eae 


Measured by dollar voiume, May wholesale trading increased 6 per cent this 
year over the volume of sales transacted in May, 1944, according to statements re- 
ceived from approximately 415 wholesale establishments representing nine lines of 
trade. The 6 per cent increase is considerably smaller than the 14 per cent gain 
recorded in April of this year over last, but is in line with the 6 per cent sales 
increase registered in the March and February comparisons, The general unadjusted 
index of sales on the base, 1935-1939 = 100, stands at 205.9 for May, 1945; 196.5 
for April, 1945; and 195.2 for May, 1944. Cumulative figures for the first five 
months of the current year stand 10 per cent above the corresponding period a year 
AZO. 


While sales increased in each of the economic divisions, the gains were not 
uniform. Sales in Quebec were 3 per cent higher,*the Prairie Provinces reported a 
gain of 4 per cent, the Maritime Provinces and British Columbia transacted 6 per cent 
more business, while Ontario sales were 9 per cent -above- the volume of business 
transacted in May, 1944. 


The textile trades reported a decided decline in sales, the clothing trade 
declining by 11 per cent and the dry goods trade 10 per cent compared with May a 
year ago. The footwear trade reported a gain of less than 1 per cent. Fruit and 
vegetable sales advanced 4 per cent, hardware wholesalers reported a 6 per cent gain, 
and an 8 per cent gain was registered by the drug and the grocery trades. Automotive 
equipment wholesalers valued their sales 10 per cent higher while the tobacco and 
confectionery trade gained 11 per cent over May, 1944. 


Merchandise in the hands of wholesalers at the end of May averaged 2 per 
cent higher than inventories reported on hand on May 31, 1944. The fruit and vege- 
table trade reported stocks on hand to be 30 per cent lower at the end of May this 
year than last. Dry goods stocks declined 7 per cent, grocery inventories were down 
3 per cent, while tobacco and confectionery wholesalers valued their merchandise on 
hand 1 per cent lower than on the same date of last year. The value of stock holdings 
increased for the other trades as follows: clothing, 1 per cent; drugs, 5 per cent; 
hardware, 10 per cent; footwear, 11 per cent; automotive equipment, 23 per cent. 


a eS 
Percentage Changes in Wholesale Trade 


Sales 
April, May, Year-to-date [NVENTORY 
pote oe is zee <x May, 1945 
pris ay » ar-to-dat Wav. 1944 
1944 1944 1944 Mays ee 


Automotive EQUIpMEN’ seoccvcncea tLe 
Maritimes and Quebec ..ceccecs: $42.7 415.1 
QagsheDNel si OU OOO Or +58.7 + 5.5 
‘Western Provinces .occisccascenee +23.6 +10.4 
Drugs - «cece PI ee + 6.3 + 9.4 + 4. 
Maritimes , ehepeel na Ontario . 413.5 + 8,3 
Western Provinces 2. ecessss2000 +1524 + 8.2 
ClouWine sy. .sraasues vaneenss cee) Gy oe’ ee OED Spot DeLD SO Ok iaiee erha b ae 
QUuebeEC coocescseccvarecsrase0ece +16.2 -li.1 
Ontario and Western Provinces ‘ ae abst =10.4 ; 
Footwear ...s:. ae Bens eer Ky + Ocd +1827 #lled 
Maritimes and Quebec pia bi aiepeiee rs +3107 -~ 4.8 
Ontario and Western Provinces . +43.6 + 7,0 
Dry Goods ssc.ce MEARNS SIN SO EE =10. = bo = 6. 
Maritimes and Quebec oie Se anys 3 ous + 3.2 - 6.4 
OviGar1O) foi cievew voles pay oo als + 9.7. ell.l 
Western Provinces 2.scccsssn aes =10.7 =15.9 
Fruits and Vegetables ..Jssec-.s 160.2 + 3.6 +10.4 =29.5 5 4, 
Maritimes and Quebec c.esussse0 +18.6 = 2.5 
OnE WO! crecistetetc o aslcrci sim ieloleles eo ul +16.6 + 6.5 
Western Provinces osessccessses +14.4 + 4.2 
(ONOCHT LOS fcuk aun se oe a ane ee ae + 8. + 8. = Oo 
MEY GL ME'Smicielsetaln a ei ctuie sidewaviotere  Sinig +13.5 + 8.5 
QUeEDEC’ J sich 'c.v'c ou wise s eo vrs slants @ +10.,9 ve GeO 
Ontario h, geicts din aicote ool che’ ers’ e\e als, ako + 9,0 +14,0 
Pre Uva Seed cic sie se cle sila = & ee orca ae + 7.0 + 6.4 
British palms aS es Sedeots a ak agn ices #12.5 + 0.9 
Hardware olin coawass chase uveusce +105 20m 0 Me eaDeo eee Ol ment < 1 0. eames Cee 
Mari GAMES ie cie.cla stole arab eialelle oan +10.5 = 8.4 
Que DOC: vie atte v Sete s wy on on +50.,8 + 8.8 
ON GANT O)s wetotarcislel eratetarstene cele drereiais 4 +29.0 + 3.8 
Western Provinces Ais. .2.ce0 «wee 411.5 + 7,0 
obacco and Confectionery .-.>:. ° ‘ 
Maritimes and Quebec .es.s2:06¢ 418.5 + 8.0 
FGM COLT Oi aie: vias bia eel ob sl ae ee Seale +19.9 +15.8 
Weetern-elrovinces vey cece ss sae + 4.7 + 6.1 
Wholesale Trade == 
MGTHGd MO GE tase teteterchateteneiete else erate ren +12.0 + 5,8 
QUCDEO Secceescs ccousinv clu'sn us ony +17.6 + 2.8 
EID AT LO). ta nce.a sn We ofeiaiais) s aueis6 5 one. #71 +°9.0 
PRB UTS CS slarete weonerecatute ists ieto eres want rs Gah (Sia Vf + 3.25 
British cotauntias geyh Seber a ice) +13.7 + 5.6 
CANADA ovis wetastcs eens etcen hLoLG +2'DeO +10.2 RCO 
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MONTHLY INDEXES OF WHOLESALE SALES IN CANADA, JUNE, 1945 


“(1935-1939 = 100) 


Sales of wholesale merchants were 9 per cent higher in dollar volume in 
June of this year than last according to statements received from some 415 wholesale 
establishments representing nine different lines of wholesale trading. The June in- 
crease exceeded by a considerable margin the gain recorded in the corresponding 
comparison between May of this vear and last and was on a par with the average in- 
crease for the first six months of 1945 compared with the corresponding period of 
1944, which also stood at 9 per cent. The composite index of sales on the base, 
1935-1959"100, stands at 207.5 for June, 205.7 for May and at 190.0 for June a year 
ALO> 


All regions of the country reported increased sales with gains in the 
Maritime Provinces, Ontario and British Columbia exceeding those in other parts. 
Wholesale sales in the Maritime Provinces and in British Columbia were 13 per cent 
higher in June of this year than last; Ontario sales were up 11 per cent while 
Quebec and the Prairie Provinces each reported a gain of 6 per cent. 


Results for individual trades for which separate figures are compiled show 
increases over June a year ago for all trades excepting dry goods where a decline of 
8 per cent below June of last year was recorded. A marked increase amounting to 23 
per cent in dollar volume was recorded by wholesalers specializing in fruits and 
vegetables. The late Spring season and the consequent increased volume of imported 
vegetables sold at higher than domestic prices was a factor contributing to this 
major increase in dollar volume of business for this trade. The automotive equipment 
trade was up 16 per cent, followed by the drug trade with a gain of 15 per cent. 
Increases for other trades stand at 10 per cent for hardware and for footwear, 8 per 
cent for tobacco and confectionery, 6 per cent for the wholesale grocery trade and 5 
per cent for the clothing trade. 


Inventories carried by wholesalers at the end of June averaged 4 per cent 
higher than at the end of June, 1944. Stocks carried by the wholesale clothing trade 
and the grocery trade were unchanged from a year ago. Inventory holdings by the dry 
goods trade were down 9 per cent from last year and the fruit and vegetable trade was 
down 18 per cent. The other 5 trades for which figures are available reported in- 
creases, these amounting to 28 per cent for the automotive equipment, 22 per cent for 
footwear, 12 per cent for hardware, 5 per cent for drugs and 4 per cent for tobacco 
and confectionery. 


Ones 
Percentage Changes in Wholesale Trade 


____ Percentage Change, 1945, compared with 1944 
es. Sales 
Ree ASH Year-to-date INVENTORY 
1945 1945 ee SS 
Year-to-date June , 1544 
May , June , 1944 
1944 1944 
Automotive Equipment .....2c.+e. 9 #965 +162 +2201 +2707 
Maritimes and Quebec wecccccvcves 413.4 +19.6 
OACAG IO, oc ccle sists eatete es ohare eneiatore + 6.4 414.1 
Western slr Oven OSes sreeriercre clare +10.2 +16.4 
03-12 'Giaiie se aiaiete, eee oiade elegn «sone pancetnime atic sO 415.2 + 9.5 + 5.0 
Maritimes, Quebec and Ontario . + 8.3 415.2 
WesGerm FCO VAMCCCiN cisielsics slcleleters + 8.2 415.3 
CHOC ING > s.e/ewie sive qusieic a ste elas aaa Oia Cee + 1.4 = 0.000 
QUEDES .occcccccncvveseseseseve “11.3 + 5.1 
Ontario and Western Provinces . -10,5 + 4.8 
FOGUWERT (ous stolen i's © ses cutee ae emmewatOet +10.35 +16.0 +20 0cues 
Maritimes and Quebec ..c.occcee - 4.8 - 1.7 
Ontario and Western Provinces . te reat +21.0 
Dry Goods © SITs Selec clcls se wise mie - 7.5 - 3.3 - 9.0 
Waritimes’ and Quebec c...ec.escc - 7.4 - 9.0 
GriGe RAO) tarenelehetetclatotcte etetstevets etersteteie -11.9 +1l1lel 
Western Provinces «...ccccecovce -15.9 -24.4 
Price and: Végotabhes 5 cssy seen Om eto e sol me +10.9 -18.4 
Maritimes and Quebec ..ceseoccve - 0.8 + 20sec 
GMVEVeUe aoooawaoon Gon ooo Goon noe + 6,5 422.1 
Western rr Ont CeSm eijevelsiecisrensiolcrs + 4.2 +20.4 
BEpCer eo ied a gies re ee + 5.9 + 8.3 0 
EVM gabon sodgn sao cBoeoos * 8.9 +13.4 
QUEDECN, 16s oc «5 vis risiela sb sls aly weet + 7,0 + 7.0 
Onc AT UO maser olieie/oiorel atoratalensietenetoneistotcre +14.0 + 3.2 
imac Muenlexy Soy ag) 6 OO.C0.C O50 OO GOO. + 6.35 + 1.4 
Brit shsit od ums ay anisse ote atte s a alate + 0.9 413.2 
Hardware s «Kans sineeieideecls oie eine HES s 1a ya Dene COSm ome Mile fa ch LO, Oana a eel 
Me vad mas sits Ak 6 etpraletalateted ole olei ate - 6.5 Ete ee oO 
QUEDES ceccocccecccccccecevevcoe + 3.7 + 3.0 
OM TAF IO fee isisletsroistets alate» «elciokele ts + 3.8 +12.6 
Wekherdak duce Absees! Bo aogdcosccoc a (0) +12.4 
Tobacco. and,» Confectionery « «ss lhl OsO 0) i) Mal) ce) Os 4am GIN INN Gait ove eee eee eee 
Maritimes, and, Quebec: 5.525056 6 + 8.0 + 0.4 
OnGA Tid Oine G-sssreterstate se wivleseloveletm silt oles +15.7 412.2 
Western Provinces ss. as0+cseeees + 7.4 + 8.3 
Wholesale Trade == 0 @ C) 0) ORE Se at See RE tie she tab bo. 
Maritimes —. sieesc sss oe Ce Ch ee ce at + 6.1 +1269 
Quebec. Siwcce se feos eae se eae ee + 2el + 5.9 
CULL A Ole. are eres a6 cc Sie iste 6 alert nee + 8.6 tL Lo: 
PICO ee Sie eneter store aieteromalere cleretarcnevers + 3.8 + 5.8 
Brivvivsn. Colum aes. sa «+ sents cre + 5.5 412.9 
CANADAT sols 210 i000 ee ale 6 Soe ete ore + 5.4 + 9.2 > + 8.8 + 4.4 
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MONTHLY INDEXES OF WHOLESALE SALES IN CANADA, JULY, 1945 


(1935-1939 = 100) nl 


July wholesale trading advanced 14 per cent over the dollar volume of busi- 
ness transacted in July, 1944, according to statements received from approximately 
415 wholesale establishments representing nine different lines of wholesale trading. 
The July increase is considerably greater than the 9 and 5 per cent gains recorded 
in the June and May comparisons, a result which may be attributed, in part, to the 
low level of trading witnessed in July, 1944. July sales declined 1 per cent from 
the dollar business done in June of this year. The general unadjusted index of 

sales on the base, 1935-1939=100, stands at 204.4 for July, 1945; 207.1 for June, 
1945; and 179.8 for July, 1944. Cumulative figures for the first seven months of 
the year increased 10 per cent over the same period in 1944. 


All regions of the country reported increased sales but a somewhat smaller 
gain was recorded in the Prairie Provinces than in other parts of the country. 
Sales increased 17 per cent in British Columbia, 15 per cent in Quebec and Ontario, 
14 per cent in the Maritime Provinces and 10 per cent in the Prairie Provinces. 


Substantial gains in trading were reported by all trades under survey ex- 
cepting the dry goods trade where sales were 7 per cent lower than in July of last 
year. The fruit and vegetable trade recorded a 24 per cent gain, maintaining the 
June high level of trading. Footwear sales increased 23 per cent while automotive 
equipment dealers reported an 18 per cent gain. Hardware sales were up 16 per cent, 
drug wholesalers transacted 15 per cent more business, and the tobacco and confec= 
tionery trade advanced 14 per cent. Gains of 11 and 6 per cent were reported by the 
grocery and clothing trades respectively. 


Inventories in the hands of wholesalers averaged 2 per cent higher than at 
the end of July, 1944. Declines of 7 and 8 per cent in stock holdings were reported 
by the dry goods, fruit and vegetables and grocery trades. Stocks on hand at the end 
of July increased 8 per cent in the drug and clothing trades, 9 per cent in the hard- 
ware trade, 13 per cent in the footwear trade, 14 per cent in the tobacco and con= 
fectionery trade and 21 per cent in the automotive equipment trade. 
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Percentage Changes in Wholesale Trade 
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Wholesale Trade -- 
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MONTHLY INDEXES OF WHOLESALE SALES IN CANADA, AUGUST, 1945 


(1559— Goa e100) eae) Le aed 


The dollar volume of wholesale trading transacted in August of this year 
increased 8 per cent over the August, 1944, level, according to statements received 
from some 415 wholesale establishments representing nine different lines of business. 
The 8 per cent increase is smaller than the 13 per cent gain recorded in July, but 
compares with the 9 per cent increase registered in the June comparison. August 
sales advanced 7 per cent over the July volume of trading and 4 per cent over June 
sales. The general unadjusted index of sales on the base, 1935-1939=100, stands at 
215.8 for August, 1945; 203.5 for July, 1945; and 199.4 for August, 1944. Aggregate 
sales for the year-to-date are 9 per cent greater than the business transacted 
during the January-August period of 1944. 


Results analysed on a regional basis gave indications of more rapid trading 
markets in the eastern and western areas of Canada than in the central regions. The 
Maritime Provinces and British Columbia each recorded a gain of 13 per cent. Ontario 
sales advanced 9 per cent, Quebec reported a gain of 8 per cent, while business trans- 
acted in the Prairie Provinces increased 5 per cent. Smaller increases in the Prairie 
Provinces, as compared with other regions of the country, have also been evident in 
the pattern of wholesale trading witnessed in the July and June comparisons. 


Clothing sales remained on a par with the August, 1944, volume of sales and 
‘the dry goods trade reported a decline of 4 per cent. A minor gain of 4 per cent was 
recorded by the grocery trade, while more pronounced increases for the other trades 
under survey were fairly uniform. Sales advanced 15 per cent in the fruit and vege- 
table trade, 15 per cent in the automotive equipment trade, 14 per cent in the foot- 
wear trade, 13 per cent in the hardware trade, 12 per cent in the tobacco and con-= 
fectionery trade, and 10 per cent in the drug trade. 


Wholesale stocks on hand at the end of August were valued 2 per cent higher 
than the inventories carried on the same date of last year. Fruit and vegetable 
wholesalers reported a 16 per cent drop in stocks, a decline which may be attributed, 
in part, to domestic fruit crop failures. The grocery trade and the dry goods trade 
each reported a decrease of 10 per cent in stock holdings while the other trades in- 
cluded in the survey reported increases in stock holdings ranging from 5 per cent in 
the drug trade to 22 per cent in the automotive equipment trade. 
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Percentage Changes in Wholesale Trade 


me re 


A I EE Ets LTE 


Percentage Change, 1945, compared with 1944 
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MONTHLY INDEXES OF WHOLESALE SALES IN CANADA, OCTOBER, 1945 


(1935-1939 = 100) — 


Wholesale trading increased 17 per cent in October this year over last, 
according, to statements received from approximately 415 wholesale establishments 
representing nine different lines of business The 17 per cent gain is the largest 
increase recorded in the monthly comparisons between this year and last, and October 
sales were 9 per cent greater than the dollar business transacted in September. The 
general unadjusted index of sales on the base, 1935-1939=100, stands at 237.4 for 
October, 1945; 217.9 for September, 1945; and 202.5 for October, 1944. Aggregate 
sales for the year to date are 10 per cent greater than the volume of trading real~ 
ized in the same period of 1944. 


British Columbia reported a substantial gain of 26 per cent while Ontario 
followed with a 20 per cent increase Sales were up 18 per cent in the Prairie 
Provinces, ll per cent in Quebec and 10 per cent in the Maritime Provinces. 


The 17 per cent increase reflects an upward surge in trading for each of 
the nine lines of business under survey. The automotive equipment trade registered 
a 4] per cent increase, and this may be attributed, to some extent, to the lifting 
of various wartime restrictions. A major gain of 51 per cent was reported by fruit 
and vegetable wholesalers while the hardware trade transacted 28 per cent more 
business. Footwear sales were up 19 per cent, the tobacco and confectionery trade 
recorded a 16 per cent gain, and drug sales were 135 per cent higher. Grocery 
wholesalers registered an 11 per cent gain while clothing sales advanced 7 per cent. 
Dry goods sales were up 1 per cent. 


Wholesale stocks on hand at the end. of October, 1945, were valued on a par 
with inventories held on the same date of last year. Tobacco and confectionery 
wholesalers valued their holdings 21 per cent higher, automotive equipment stocks 
were up 19 per cent, while footwear inventories increased 14 per cent. Gains of 7 
and 8 per cent were reported by the clothing, hardware and drug trades, Inventories 
held by the dry goods trade were depleted 16 per cent from October, 1944, while 
stocks declined 11 per cent in the grocery trade and 2 per cent in the fruit and 
vegetable trade. 
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Percentage Changes in Wholesale Trade 
NT 


a E e 
Percentage Change, 1945, compared with 1944 


Sales 
(1) (2) Year-to-date INVENTORY 
September October 1945 
1945 . 1945 VenEeeOsdate October , 1945 
September October 1944 October,1) 44 
1944 1944 
Butomotive Equipment c.scoescoee t24e1 +40.8 +21.9 +19,4 
Maritimes and Quebec ..coccsces +13.4 449.8 
OM baw Os sriisioce aera auetene ol oreiabeticmreto ere +16,0 +36 .6 
(iiPkheEIad JeOWAIEES cousdnoconaac +5507 +358 .9 
Dg aes ts caterers ae eieteees PaOey. #12.6 +10.1 + 8.7 
Maritimes, AuBbee-2 anc Ontario . + 8.6 #11.5 
Western Provinces meta clcctolereroolers +#12.8 +16.8 : 
Clothing scnw (siscun eenaal amare WULPRGy omni MINES (OC aimeiae im oc ae eeeanamE ne 
QUE DEC) ss as.e 6 amine we @ dome emisie~ ate +14.0 + 5.8 ; 
Ontario and Western Provinces . + 6.6 + 7.3 
FOOtWEar scccccs See ae +15.6 +18.6 *16.5 #1509 
Maritimes and pilehot I ae ig: + 4.7 - 4,1 
Ontario and Western epewinces 5 AG 5S 44.6.1 
Dry, G00dS sha vane aaerwrseeeeaey. Ieler eee + 154 - 3.0 -15.8 
Maritimes and euees COAG See + Zel = 3.8 
Oni aes Owe suedetaterencuctoncie cletoncters a ichoks + 2.6 + 9.4 
Western. ERO mcoSmrcrse cis ieicielelc lets = 200 + 2.9 
Fruits and Vegetables s..sc.esres +#1Geo 95 f5lyil009 0) n¢)5.O=lmgnE LCE 
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OniGaiel Ome sereterctcis mi orelsl cleverste aieterenstars SBS) +32.4 
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Mar ascaineS) miele erara a roralaaelaelsyeio. aie aio = 9.5 + 6.8 
CUGH ES Caisielris sia teeint elerdiuiels io ieha- s.a80 « - 8.7 + 208 
Greta xd OV cve-due Warereceupe ce ttwce sense ie os ~ 5.6 +14.0 
IgE: Hy ROC Un GO OOOO NC o = 2,8 + 9.8 
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QUS DEO. sive sve lers wien yes a6 ses hel 6u6 tei 9-8 + 9.6 #21.9 
Or PAs Ona telotebetato wtonenaiats! steele releioler eta BAA Me 431.9 
(EES el THCONAIOOEOS Si aooaapuoboc +1723 +32 .6 
Re re ae perme Mra ors a erie were. Ea 
Maritimes and Quebec ..sscccevc - 1.0 #11.2 
OniveirelOMetatutstetet oletototel stciel ioteverstsieienc te Olea) +15.5 
WKS et Liston alee sa cancanss5 0c + Orel +18.0 
Wholesale Trade ==. . —-). + =. 
Manes ta MGSay eleweretats lelstelsncen th acarnicrb eters = 228 cD Bla) 
QUEDECe csb.se 50 cle 5 a0 8 are AGS + 4.0 +11.,0 
Claheebeako) Pon oO GO Oia Ge +97 8S +1959 
(PCA Vo agaoaGbancSOnSnOReoc ee oat +17.9 
grealwatistel (Goplbinlyeel mosaic Goacuntoc +10.3 +26 4 
CANAD Aitetere ote teens or eccholerortterete eS yal +17.2 + 9.8 Oca 


1) Revised. 2) SPreliminarys 


a a 


pe eOe v°L61 G°SLt T°68T G* OL? O°se2 O°9L2 T°o92 G°992 °° 1890490 
6°68T 6° L8T 6°61 9°Té6L he niga 8°002 9°S02 9°92 T*i2e ° Joquieqgdag 
9°S0Z@ T° P61 6°OST G°L9T 9°6S2 ¥°Sé6I 1° 20d Lace eC ace ooeeeensny 
2°6 U1 8°62 $° 201 Sa a I 6°SST L°9bT e° 22 0°S02 0°802 oe Deep 
8° OTT o°Sbl 8° PST T°DPl wool 8° LVL e°odee ¥°S0z2 G°OT2 <2 2S. CUTE 
p° 9ST 2°OST OST G° LPT. 9°202 eae 6° ele O7e22 Deco 0 @ PURSE ORT 
T°Oot O°S9gt Or OLT 9°99T 0°92 G°eel O°2e2 Saar 0°02 22 tice 
L°S02 L°68T L°¥8t P°I6T 0°622 a Ad 6°8t2 0°S02 ¥°602 oo Oca 
6°?9T 9°O8T i ee 1° e2are TQr2 Ge F°002 9°202 ° ArenIged 
B° Let 0° FO? St 8° Tet G*rd2 Or Zoe L°S2e2 e°et? e°st2 ee ATeNUBe = GHET 
8° FOT ve eel 0°8OT 2°Stt 8°6ET S°OST 38° 9LT 6°O6T PP LST ° sequieced 
8°SLT LGOE 6° 2st L°SSt #°68T 6°S6T 6° Sed L° Fe? Bg" 1O¢ ° JOEqUeAON = PPHET 
mae ve 7° L61 G°gLt T°681 G°OL2 0°8e2 O°9L2 T°a92 G°992 °°* GHET *19Q0400 
8° L6T e°O8T S°SgT G°98T Bones oP ede G°9c2 0°92 E29? "°° HPET * 1940400 
T° cot 2° RST e*TSt °Pst 2°Sel b° Per 0°802 0°L02 8" L102 °°" CHET *18qG0400 
eec 28st a “Cal Used 6°L86 G°T6T G°L6T B96T BET § 49.90500 
SSOUTAOL ‘ oeqong TNA FAW yo) SOOUTACAG °9u90 Yeon’ ae 
ULOYSON plane SOUTITIV ae, ah et U194.99M pam ee VaVNVO yquoll 
a 9 $qdo000 AG ONIHLOIO SHneua az pus 18a 
6°60E 0°92 9° 6S Epes Ger ce 8°622 9° See LY Zee G° PL? 7° Le? °° 18q0400 
T°62e 2°02 ele 8°262 peice 6°8se T°s02 9°LL2 9° HS2 Gotu ° Jaqueydaes 
G°082 O°L6T vue oe vr Use $°OSSy ieee 8° SST L°Sbz o° ST? eee asndny 
e* le 6°61 2°ee? e° ee? y° ace 2°802 9°TO2 8°SLT 2° lve G*e0¢ ERE Bc ane 
0°992 9°Z6T Lr ebe e vee G° eee °° F6T L°Ore G°S6T 0°2s¢ Looe oe te Gur. 
6° L222 LoL T°662 7° OLg ee S°S6T 9°ST2 ¥° 981 6° SSe He GU oe SEC LTE 
G°L92 2° C0d Sap Bide 9°S¢ee2 L“Gt¢ S°6LT ear Oe 2° 161 Ase G°96T ** 8 oy 
Z°S9e LE? oo? G°Ph2 B°GS?!Y S°612 9° T6T 8°20? T° 96T O°Od2 8°TO? “99 jo. Git 
T°0&2 9°L9T 8°SGZ GPaiLe 8°96T 6° L9T T°e8t GOLL Le Ler 9°8LT ° Ageniqed _ 
6°612 6°86T 6° LET 9°202 2° 802 Orla S°68T 2° vol pico C° esl ee Agenusl = GP6T 
9°T6T 6°6 FI 2° PST $°99T e° 861 B°Ssgt Crh 222 OL LenOe 8°OLT ° gequeced 
L°Ge? G°SLT 2°S22 0°802 A” OO? 8°O6T G°68T 2° V6T 6° Sve 2°S6T ° JequsACN - VET 
6°602 0°92 9° b6E Le GES 6°1S2 8°622 9°Oo? L°2e?d G°PLS P°LES? £*° GHET § teqo 400 
1°22 P° LET $°o92 te Ger 8°86T 6° 6T 8° F6T 9°602 L°OGZ 9° 202 °°* FHET § 1eG0300 
2°66T S°Shl 6°602 b°?st Guat CeORE 8°L9T 2°O8T OL te G°9LT °°" CF6T °10907390 
O*T9T 2° Sst o°TSt G° LST £216) o° Pot 1°97 G2o,T 2°S61 v°ZLT of? SPET * 41940490 
SSOUTAOIT ot2teqU0 oaqen® 8 yaynvo PtAMLCdD sotuteug otaequd oeqenh} sewtatas VAOVNVO uuoyl 
u1e4SoM SOUT YTB UST 4TAg = pus 1eok 
INTWINOA AATLONOLNV GQVUL WIVSHIOHM 
‘ad BsJeAV) | 


VGVNVO NI SW1VS GIVSAIOHM wo SUadNON XHQNI AULLNOW 


a 


pit T°SL2 0°682 9*062 ") oo 3° eae b°622 T°Lb2 8°SS2 b°Lbe °° 4840490 
g° Leg g*1S2 0°8b2 o°1s2 G° Lee v°6T2 L°SS% Ob Ace g°geg  * taqueqdeg 
0°9%2 L°GL2 ¥°29e b°b92 O°Se2 9° SLT T°8T2  g°g02 L°et2 °°* gsndny 
b°Sbs 9°292 bse? $°6S2 g°Te2 2° 991 2° 202 g°26t 27002. 6" ee oe 
9° LbZ e°892 S°SL2 T°OL2 Lee v°602 1°602 0° 802 Bre? ere 
G°2h2 fez gi The 6° b82 G°Lee 2° S61 6°L8T 9° L6T Os6027 7 Reo 
g°Goe v° 922 F182 6°1beS G°8T2 Z°S02 e* S02 wee O8eTe te SEPA, 
6° 622 L°0S2 9°992 o°1S2 e662 Z°96T 6°02 L°v6l g*LTZ °° * YorEH 
eee L° vee £°L02 rteie este 6° 9ST 9° LOT £° Obl L°e3t  * Adenaqed 
g°S02 3° bs! Z°vle 6°82 8°86T 8°sel g° eet 2°ShT O°SLT °* Aaemuee - GET 
67208 9° pee ereg2 Se eicte ce O°S9oT 9°6bT 6° LPT G* PST O°9ST * Aequieoed 
1° 2v2 e162 6° 292 L° Se b°002 6°SLT 9°602 2° ble 6°L61 JOqMioaoh - PrET 
O12 T°SL2 0°68z 9°062 G°2s 0°62 T°Lb2 6°SS2 v°Lve °° * GET *19q0990 
o°ge2 9° S22 6°6S2 e°1g2 b°O6T 6°SLT £20¢ L°Sbe T°S6T °° * BHAT *49qQ0400 
CPI e Bele O° 2g Dives 2° set G*esT 2°69T 9° 86T G°GLT °° * SHET * 4940900 
2°6L1 e°c6t Z°69T $°98t 2° O8l Q°LbL 2° Sst 2°OL 2°Sh4T_**" 2beT ‘1990900 
SS Out ot rie eo GYIYD oi. oT 484.40 poqon} seu T4T48 vavuvo qquoyi 
AUANOTLOMINOD GNY ODDVdOL pl ME VMGU VA 5 erate 
i] 
~w §«§°8TS 6° 892 0°092 T°982 Gye O62 G*S0¢ G°10? 0°Ss2 p°zo~ °° taqo400 
eee 75 6° 292 8° 982 L°%62 O170e. 12121 see g°Sor g*L02 9°6LT  * daquag.des 
6°8ge 0° 992 T°eet er are 9°S6T 2°08 L°T6T yout 6° 982 T°T6T «= °° psrany 
£°ROe 2°6L2 2° 292 G° $82 (teeta RES, O°L8T 6° 991 T°TSe yon | ee 
T°GLz 9°89 9°ST¢ 2° p82 G°602 2°99T S°06T Z°69t 8° 9%e 9°o8) ea eeu 
bese ele G° Zhe bse O°26T = T° TAT 8°16 0°69T L°S22 ShGL | eee 
: b°bS2 b°ese Lace G° [Se (US ee ae on Sd 4°OST $°602 G°99T 88° T Eady 
1°02 b° bbe G*Ob2 g°ae2 e26m m6" Set Q°SLT G° 251 2°g9te G°OLT °° °* Yoru 
b°Ost 6° 261 2°80 e°Z61 O°OLT O° OFT 5° 991 eae T°98T g°ggt * Auwnaqed 
T°Sel 9° S61 2° g9l 8°8sl T°sst v°9dT Levee 9° 2st 8°OT’ e°g9l Arenusl = GH6T 
9° 2b 2°822 ea Li eee 2°pst = S° BST S°2uT 9°SST 8° 202 6°Z91 ° sequeceqd 
2° 8ue 8° S61 b°S6T 9°902 g°eey 96°69 2° Let 6° 861 8° 2be G°G8T  ° ASQUIOAON - HPET 
g°eTe 6° 392 0°0S2 1° 982 G°vig = «9° BL g°S0¢ S°LOg 0°Ssz p°20e = °°” GHET 49490900 
8°03 T° 202 6°28T 2°eie L°Sht 9°S9T ©°08T e261 6°622 O°S8T °°° HRET *4eqQ0390 
0°0S2 pie 8°T8T 8°602 stoc per e6o eT 0° UST 6°SsT v° 102 yeest °° Sh6T *18qQ0390 
6°GLT g° Lvl £*Ovl Beas & a got sparse 8° 8ST B° est o°E81 O°S9T °° °° ~BPET © 1840990 
pocee esd OT1B4UO Sen eno ce VGVNVO ee eg! ge SOTITe@Ig oOT1Ie Ud deqoent) SouTtyTtel{ VAYNVO yuAQuojt 
UISBYSOM ; SOUTITI BL 2 UST4T4Id a : ‘ se jes i pusices 


SATUVIGOdA GNV SLING SdLudoouo 


——eooeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeoEeoEoEoaoaoaamDRnDo9nDa2DDLDDL~uaaaaEaaaEaaaayaaaaaaaaaEoaEaoaaoaoaaaEaEaEEEEEEyOeO=™®S 


(OOT = 626T G6 T ‘ad Bs0AYy 


VYOVNVO NI SGTIVS GIVSHIOHM HO SUMAMON XHANI ATHINOW 


: "4 ey AY OR ONTO 


J & 


MERCHANDISING FILE "W? 


Notes "This Rureau is co-operating in the conservation of paper on account of the 
present critical shortage thereof. If this bulletin is not needed by you, 
please notify the Dominion Statistician and your name will be removed from 
our mailing list. * 

Published by Authority of the HON. JAMES A. MacKINNON, M.P., 
Minister of Trade and Commerce 


DEPARTMENT OF TRADE AND COMMERCE 
DOMINION BUREAU OF STATISTICS 
MERCHANDISING AND SERVICES BRANCH 
OTTAWA, CANADA 


Dominion Statistician; — ~ oa)“ lkee | Herbert Marshall, B.Aemreseae 
Chief, Merchandising and Services Branch: A.C. Steedman, B.A. 


i Year's Subscription, $1.00 
Single Copies, eL0 


wo 
of 
¢ 


MONTHLY INDEXES OF WHOLESALE SALES IN CANADA, WEEE 1945 


1935-1939 = 100) 


Wholesale trading increased 135 per cent in November, 1945 over the same 
month of 1944 according to the available data received from approximately 415 whole= 
sale establishments. included in the nine lines of trade under survey. The 13 per 
cent gain is somewhat smaller than the 17 per cent increase registered in the October 
comparison, and November dollar sales fell 7 per cent below the October volume of 
trading. The composite index of sales on the base 1955-1939 = 100 stands at 221.5 
for November, 1945; 236.8 for October, 1945; and 195.3 for November, 1944. Cumula- 
tive sales for the first eleven months of 1945 advanced 10 per cent over sales 
transacted in the same period of 1944, 


Sales were higher in all regions of the country, but increases over Noveme- 
ber, 1944, were not uniform in the various regions. British Columbia reported a 
substantial gain of 20 per cent, while Ontario sales were up 19 per cent. The 
Prairie Provinces transacted 12 per cent more business while smaller increases of 7 
and 5 per cent were recorded by Quebec and the Maritime Provinces respectively. 


The automotive equipment trade came first in point of view of increased 
trading and recorded a gain of 37 per cent. The increase is in line with the major 
gain of 38 per cent registered in the October comparison, these expansions reflecting, 
in part, continued improvements of available supplies, as well as further postpone- 
ments of new car purchases due to strike tie-ups. The fruit and vegetable trade 
followed with a gain of 31 per cent, the dollar value of fruit and vegetable trading 
being influenced to some extent by the higher prices of imported fruits and vege- 
tables. Hardware sales were up 20 per cent , the footwear trade transacted 16 per 
cent more business, the tobacco and confectionery trade reported a 14 per cent gain, 
Drug wholesalers reported 9 per cent more business, the grocery trade registered a 6 
per cent gain, while minor increases of 3 and 2 per cent were recorded by the clo- 
thing and dry goods trades respectively. 


Wholesale inventories at the end of November, 1945, remained on a par with 
stocks held on the same date of 1944. Increases in inventory holdings ranged from 
20 to 25 per cent for. the tobacco and confectionery, automotive equipment, and foot- 
wear trades. Smaller gains in stocks ranging from 1 to 8 per cent were reported by 
the drug, clothing and hardware trades. The value of stocks on hand, November 30, 
1945, declined by 3 per cent in the fruit and vegetable trade, 11 per cent in the 
grocery trade and 16 per cent in the dry goods trade below the inventories held at 
the end of November, 1944. 


ye 
Percentage Changes in Wholesale Trade 


Percentage Change, 1945, compared with 1944 


swan OL) camara CE 
October November Year-to-date TNVENTORY 
1945 
1945 1945 Yourotocdate November 1945 
October November 1944 November ,1944 
1$44 1944 
Automotive Equipment ...ccccesccs +3854 +3728 +2561 +21.6 
Maritimes and Quebec .s.ccseccee +49.8 +5622 
Onli B11 OF scravotetaieis, ol ella er erotevabaner a ekeunis +50.9 +56.3 
Western Provinces «.osssceseroe +39.7 +30.7 
Drugs greets Hotei as . itloes + 9.4 #1051 + 1.4 
Maritimes, Quebec ae rete . wl lee + 4.6 
Western Provinces Metethsrorciotacc sere he uaa +20.0 
(Clothin a. ak anaes Ne gt aes ty LF | ea + Ged + 5.4 
OUG VEG "aco crtae oiead ale aisle ate aeree ne + 6.0 414.2 
Ontario and eae T Provinces 5 + 8,1 - Sol 
WOOdWEAT isu meals Seite ee ee os *15,8 *16.4 #256 1 
Maritimes and Busuee Sis siahepevate- we = 0.5 #1229 
Ontario and Western Brarincss : #5261 *18.1 
Dry Goodea.con. sen ery eS + 2.2 - 2.8 -15.5 
Maritimes and quebec Pree ae ~ 4,1 Fel ant 
Cas BI VOM eta oaterre, s.croletenetorale ce ctote crete st dl ares + 2.0 
WES LErn Prov INGe'S |e cilerelopeicre cele + 0.6 + Soe 
Fruits: ard Veretables® ..<.scnssc ) Poled +50, 8 +17.0 - 265 
Maritimes and Quebec ...siseess +3628 +28.,1 
Tp CATE Etter tele tetels ergtals sioumie esesotee +54 235 +474 
Western Provinces) cssccescsece « wae At TALS ete! 
GrOCCri Os ite. ge aac koe een OL Oe DG 7 oe -10.6 
Mar abd We.) gia tare stale a ois vetelcue ates AO oo a ORNS) 
Que) 6 Co isagayegn elcvelouiei<ctalsisiarere eats alte tea = 4.5 
CIVIC) WOM cereus oii cer ook piace ar casdeaee ates o +1325 + 7.9 
Pree sencuser Bielotatotern eiisieicterc ve le 7 a? ts} 
British meen ee SOA OObODOODS 422.8 +14.8 
Weir diwalrciiess atelenetemet none. cocagounos sMaras +19.7 414.2 + 8.4 
LiGWestioay tsk ia cucraae as irelfeve /orerebeteoremb.< + 4,4 a Oa 
RUCDEOsS is Wel em day Sie li are sioiete wie > #2169 +11.4 
OrUG Giro On ore leestoiletevelols. ches oie. se vous veto ote +O, 6 30.6 
W'S GeMmnme Prove TICE Smreistelsretaarerr se +3226 +21 1 
fobaceco: and Confectionery <..ss.) “F15.8 415.6 +1224 +2024 
Maritdmes and: Quebec ix ss. sss +10.7 - 1.6 
(RO AG y cateictstny's!'s sh wiecelene cumlsieteth tare ae PAU ioe #20.0 
Western pprovancesmest. sme creleterets eles PO rate Fale O 
Wholesale Trade =- 
Maier Iti 1G Sea nctaeioate.e wake tetas wae te +1020 + 4.6 
Qe POC pars ste. ots a0 leieis siaiete oie bietere Sua rit ew + 6.8 
Gi aliric0 bn Ce MIG Oe OIC Os atthe AL +18.6 
Prior Ftd O'Svire suelo revaye's ales guatey alatanetateee +1724 #12,1 
Bragish? Columbia cn sivas sreteeterets +2622 +19.6 


CANADA CO8CSFOHF FFF TRS HO A2H9eFOeF HK OE 


(1) Revised. (2) Preliminary. 


Sales 


= 0.4 


so 


v°TSt 0*6 9T Sy sical o GOL £°6 TS ‘O° £02 L°89¢ G°Sve 9° SG¢ “° JequesoN 


0°66T 9°28T O°8LT S° PST 6°92 8°62 9°LL2 T° P92 g°g92  *** 2990900 
6°6eT 6°L81 er ze 9°16T L° Tbe 8°002 9° G02 9° 982 T°L2e -* aequeqdeg 
9°G02 1°s6t 6°OST e°L9T 9°692 ¥°S6T L°2ee Lozeg 2°gag-~ oe gengny 
2°6hI 8°62T b°Z0l e° Tat 6°SST L°9¥T e°T22 0°02 osgogs foes Atop 
8° 9IT Sart 8° HST L°OPt Lotz Q°LbT o°922 ¥°G02 G*OTe 8 **s onmp 
¥°98T €°0ST L°0ST S° LPT 9°202 w°LPT 6°Zt2 0°S22 oczez enone KEW 
T°09T O°S9T S°OLT 9° 99T 0° 9%2 G°S8T 0° 282 G°LT2 ofoge 49 * ot rady 
L°902 L°681 L° Pel e161 0°622 e°9%2 6°8TZ 0° 902 7602 «88? HONE 
6°Z9T 9°08T T°2L1 T°SLt 9°ST2Z T°etz 9°12 7°002 s°20g °° £aenaqeg 
8°LeT 0° b02 T° vot g°Tet O°1Z2 0°2s2 L°G22z e°ST2 e°gizg °°° Agenuspe = GH6l 
8° POT PS2l 0°80T Z°eTt 8°6ST 9°O@T 8° 9LT 6° 061 T°L8T °° Aequeceg = PHT 
$°LSt 0°691 6°SGT 2°29T e°612 O° TO? L°892 G°Sh2 9°992  °°° GPT ‘doqueaon 
8°SLT L°Sgt 6° 2ST L°9St *°68T 6°S6T 6°S22 L°POe g°TSz  °°° HPET ‘tequonaoN 
$° 9ST L°OFT T°Set 9° get Z° PLT 2°OLT $° 902 7°66T $°00Z2. °°? «SET ‘tequeaon 
2°SLT See ome 7h oo OV a eno V7 le eee S208 GE Gio af 9 Ob Tee oars Oat of _2h6T * taQue Ao N 
pees otaeqUd as VavNWO vavnvo Vavitwo eer be VaV NWO yQUuOW 
Cy ea ____SvaEGOTDNTEIOTO sonud eeegtics 
m 1808 6°ae2 e@°ISe 9°S82 O°Or2 6 °StZ L°b22 %° 102 Z°LS2 G°tzg °° dequeaon 
1 2°1Is C°Gh2 —- 9° BBE 7° 908 6°0S2. 8° Rz2 0° 282 6° 282 9°Gl2 g°9gz °°" 1090990 
1°62e 2°00) Seto UGz 8° 262 geTege #62082 T°802 genie 9°PS2 6°LTZ  ° tequeydeg 
$°082 O°L6T .  F°ITS 1° 992 worse Pose T°stz 8° SET L°Qbe e°oTg °°°° asnSny 
S° Lee 5 eiamee ence 2 $°822 p°2e2 | 290 9° LOZ 8° BLT 2° be s*sog corer Lnp 
0°992 9°26. > .L°2L2 Z°HS? G°zs2. 8° FET Teo G°S6T 0°22 T°u0zZ  -°°°°%* ounp 
6°LS2 Deo ime. 662 w°912 rte meee 9°GT2 $°98T 6°zSz elas Poe eh 28 
G°L92 2°ZO?. LLB 9°Se2 oie. oTeLt 8° 102 2°161 j*e2z G*961 888? Trady 
2°S92 L°S0Z 4S °bRZ b°S82 Sel eae comet g°Z02 root 0°0%2 g°tog 8 * Sua atem ve 
L°0se2 9°L91 . 9°992 e°112 e"46i 1 67251 T°Zet S°OLT [Lat S°RLT °° Atenaqed 
6°612 B'e6te 6° 281 9° 802 vars © 9 (ani 6°68T 2°v9r $°202 o°zetT °° Aaenuer - GeET 
9° 181 6°6PI 8° POT $°99T S°e6l PSST Z°PLT 2°29 L°002 S°OLT °° taquioced = FPET 
1°80¢ g*eee . 6° 1G¢ 9°Ge2 O°0rZ  6°ST2 L° vee ¥°L02 Big G°I2Z  °°° GPGET ‘tequenon 
L°Sge2 esgig 4) 2¢czz 0°802 L°00Z 8° 061 $°68T 2°61 6°SH2 S°G6L °° °° ~HHGET S TequioAON 
P°LET 2°vhT «0°06 ¥°69T $°O6T ~—s- SS 9T S° POT T°Set Leite Z°2LT °° «ShET ‘tequioaon 
$°Z91 Le ea $° OT e°08T —-F° OFT L°9hl 2°2GT 6°aLT 6°SST °° _2EET fazequOAON 
Sa0uTAOdg Deqeno ® etqunto) 
oF .183.U0 vaviva oS SoTITeig oTsequQ ceqen) sowTytxeN  VaVvAVd WqUoH 


U1sqSoM : SOUTITIB/ usT4t4d pue 1eek 


Hava IWSHIOHM 


VGYNVO NI Sd'IVs WIVSHIONN (dO SUHEMIN XHONI WIndNOW 


9°Ele b°LLES L°8S6 L°Gle 6° eve 4°6¢62 G* ee? b°St?e G.9Sc ** JoqueaoNn 


B°LLe B°SGLe L°L8e 6° 062 G°3eSe T° Lee T°Lt2 6°SS2 O° Le “e 8 £9Q0490 

8° LE?) G°1Se O° 8b2 O° TS2 o°L2?Y) b°6Te L°SSS O° Lee G*se2¢ : Jaqueydeg 

0° 9%2 L°SLe o°o9¢ v9 0°S¢ee 9°2eLT JLeete 8° 802 L°8teé cere asngny 

VG? Sne9e b°8ce S°6S¢é SG ise Geos 2° 20¢ 8°26T 2° 902 esis LORIE 

9° Le £° 892 G°SLle T°0L2 L°vee v°60¢ T°60¢ 0°802 8° It? iid 1B SAY 

G° ete T°40¢ 6° bL?) 6° 082 G° Lee 2° 361 6°L8T 9° L6T 0°S02@ See SOE 8 | 

G°*SO0e ¥°9¢2 b°T82 6°12 G°sTt2 @°S0¢ °c07e b° See 8°sele eae Loa. 

6°62e2e L°0S2 Seeks O° TSZé 2°662e ea teicill 6° 0? L°v6T 2 Lhe Oe pe OAS 

T* T02 L°vee £°L0ze L°Ste¢ f° ete 6°8St 97591 PE AM 4°8st °° Arenaqed 

$7202 G° ve? 6° vl? 6° See 8° 86T BoeSt 8° est £°Svt O°eLT cee Arsnusl = SHG] 

6° Lee 9° PSS £° 82 e°6SS O° OT S*67t 6° L901 Sa oa tl O* 9ST °* Aaquesed - FET 

9°oL2 v°LLe L°8S2 L°SL? GPa L°62e Go eee V°Si¢ 6°98¢ "°° GET * 1equioAoNn 
isieere @° ee 6°29 L°2ve b° 002 6° SLT 9°60¢ e°vte 6°L6T °° ° FET *Aequienon 

8°Se2 Glee ete 6°2e7d 6° 98T y-Eot Gee i enchede G°*9LT ee" CP6T *tequeaon 

8°O8T o° 98T S691 o°6LT Gear ESR SOPARE o OGL G°L9T *** 3h6T * JOQUoAON 


pease A eee BOE Seen oT 18 qU0 ceqenQ seuT4Taeyl © VOWNVO en 
SNORE UNO OsaNOO ONY O0OVGOLme” 9.0) S Sela =o Uae ar a ee. Uy nu ene san an B 
Te BL2 1L°S82 L°Lbe 2°OL2 S012. @Lt 0°z02 6 681 0°S%2 L°S61 °° AOqueAON 
+ 9°ete 9°2h2 2°6b2 9°192 6°h1Z SAT 2° H02 $°Z02 o°ggz2 2°202  °** £aqQ0300 
' 4°08 6°82 9°992 L°%62 @°hOZ =. 2° LAT Feit 8°S9L $°102 9°BLT  ° tequeqdog 
6°99 0° 792 T°eet 2°RL2 e°c61  - Z°O8T L°T6T v°ZLT 6°982 L°I6tT *°°* ysnany 
$°g08 2°6L2 2°2G2 S° P82 T°26T =. 2° LAT O°L8T 6°99T T°te2 p°9sT «oo eeees ATP 
T°SL2 9°992 9°STS 2° 592 $°602  2°99T 9°06T 2°69T 8° 92 9°@8T °o°°e* oune 
v°2G2 T°Sh2 $°2h2 v°TL2 O°Z61 «T° TAT 8° L6T 0°69T L°Ge2 Z°LaT eee Kew 
v°bS2 L° 292 L°9o2 ¢°1g2 T°Tst «T° 9FT S°TLT L°091 9°602 G°g99T cree? Trady 
1022 Phe $°0b2 e°8e2 S°261 6° SST 8°SLT S°ObT 2°9T2 G°OLT 88? youeyy 
b°081 6°Z6T 2°802 9° 261 O°OLT 0° OFT 6°99T O° 121 T°98T 9°6GT °° £xenageg 
T°Sgt 9° S6T 8°R9T 8°agT T°Sat sR OFT L°vLt 9°28T 9°0LZ e°goT °°° Aawnusr - SHET 
9°2b2 2°822 L°ste L° 292 2°hET «= BEST O°2LT 9°SST 9°902 6°29  ** Joqueceg - FET 
2°8L2 1°S92 L°Lb2 2°OL2 S°OlZ  —- F°-2LT 0°202 6°68T 0°Gbe L°G6T °° GHET ‘azequenon 
2°892 8°S6I b° S61 9°902 2°S81 6 °6ST 2°L8T 6°86T 8°22 S°G8T °°* PPET ‘tequeaon 
S°LT2 L°26t T°L02 9°TO? S°S9T —-z°gat Q° EST P°291 e° 12 9°9GT  °°° SP6T ‘tequieaon 
6°6ST 9° PPT 2° 0ST 6°8hT $°SST_ _8°62T T°6st 9° 9ST 2°SLT L°Sbl __°** 2467 ‘dtequoaon 


SSOUTAO4E oraequg 9999 Fo vquyyo «= PEWMION sorareag otaequo oaqend soewtataey  VaVNVO 
U104. S09 SouT4tT ty UST 4tig 


SHIGVIGOGA ONY SLINUA 


yquojt 
pus .30f 


oe LUDO UD 


(OOT 6861 = GS6l *eseteay) 


VOVNVO NI S@IVS GIVSHIOHM dO SUAUNNN XAGNI ATHINOW : 


MEPCEANDISING FILE =ws 


Published by Authority of the HON. JAMES A. MacKINNON, M.P., 
Minister of Trade and Commerce 


DEPARTMENT OF TRADE AND COMMERCE 
DOMINION BUREAU OF STATISTICS 
MERCHANDISING AND SERVICES BRANCH 
OTTAWA, CANADA 


Dominion Statisticians Herbert Marshall, BoAc, FeSeSe 
Chief, Merchandising and Services Branchs AeC. Steedman, B.A. 
6-404 


rt 
MONTHLY INDEXES OF WHOLESALE SALES IN CANADA, DECEMBER, 1945 
9355-19359 = 100 cones 


December wholesale sales were 15 per cent higher in 1945 than in 1944 ace 
cording to reports received from approximately 415 wholesale houses representing 
nine different trades. The 15 per cent gain is in line with the increased treading 
activities recorded in the latter months of 1945 over the corresponding months of 
1944, October and November sales advancing 17 and 13 per cent respectively. Decem= 
ber sales declined 12 per cent from the November, 1945 volume of trading = a trend 
which is characteristic of that season of the year. The December unadjusted index 
of sales on the base, 1935=-1939=100, stands at 195.6 compared with 221.3 for Novem= 
ber, 1945 and 170.8 for December, 1944. Total sales for the year 1945 exceeded 
1944 dollar sales by 10 per cent. 


The footwear trade reported a major gain of 52 per cent in December, 1945 
over 1944 while substantial increases ranging from 27 to 43 per cent were recorded 
by the fruit and vegetable, hardware and automotive equipment trades. Tobacco and 
confectionery sales and drug sales averaged 12 per cent higher, clothing sales were 
up 8 per cent, while grocery wholesalers registered a 5 per cent gain. The dollar 
volume of dry goods sales remained unchanged from December, 1944. 


The automotive equipment trade reported a constant increase in sales in 
each month of 1945 over 1944 with a decided widening of the spread in the latter 
months of the year. Cumulative sales for 1945 increased 25 per cent over 1944 
sales and 60 per cent over 1943. The gain may be attributed to various factors. 
The close of hostilities in August brought an end to gasoline rationing, which re- 
sulted in increased motor travel stimulating repair work and the need for replace= 
ment parts. Long needed tires for automobiles and tractors were released for con- 
sumer use while labour strikes in the automobile and steel industries paralyzed 
the production of new motor vehicles. 


The footwear trade realized 18 per cent more business in 1945 than 1944, 
monthly increases ranging from 4 per cent in May to 52 per cent in December. The 
availability of supplies for civilian use with smaller demands on producers for the 
armed forces is reflected in the increase in wholesale footwear trading. Hardware 
sales for the year gained 15 per cent over 1944, increases recorded in the monthly 
comparisons ranging from 5 per cent in May to 41 per cent in December. Trading was 
heaviest in the last three months of the year, which may be attributed, in part, to 
increased building activities. The fruit and vegetable trade maintained a high 
level of trading throughout 1945, increased trading recorded in the monthly compar- 
isons reaching a peak in October with a 52 per cent gain, while total sales for the 
year were 18 per cent above the volume of sales transacted in 1944. Poor domestic 
crops resulted in an increased demand for imported fruits and vegetables at higher 
prices which is reflected, to some extent, in the increase in dollar sales of fruit 
and vegetable wholesalers. 
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MONTHLY INDEXES OF WHOLESALE SALES IN CANADA, JANUARY, 1946 
1935-1939 = 1 


January wholesale trading increased 19 per cent in 1946 over 1945 accor- 
ding to statements received from approximately 415 wholesale establishments in 
Canada representing nine different lines of trade. The 19 per cent increase is in 
line with the high level of trading recorded in the last three months of 1945, 
monthly increases ranging from 13 to 17 per cent over the corresponding months of 
1944, The general unadjusted index of sales on the base 1935 - 1939 = 100 stands 
at 217.5 for January, 1946 compared with 195.9 for December, 1945 and 182.3 for Jan- 
vary, 1945. 


The 19 per cent gain for January, 1946 reflects an increasing turnover of 
merchandise in all regions of the country, sales in Ontario and the western prov- 
inces advancing more rapidly than in the east. Trading advanced 15 per cent in the 
Maritime Provinces; 12 per cent in Quebec; 23 per cent in Ontario; and 21] per cent 
both in the Prairie Provinces and British Columbia over the corresponding month of 
1945. 


Sales of wholesale automotive equipment were 80 per cent greater for Jan- 
uary, 1946 than for 1945, resulting from-both an increased supply of these com- 
modities for consumer use and a ready market for this equipment. Hardware sales 
were up 32 per cent, which is in line with the expanding pattern in hardware tra- 
ding witnessed in the latter half of 1945. Fruit and vegetable wholesalers trans- 
acted 23 per cent more business, clothing sales were up 20 per cent, while the drug 
trade and the tobacco and confectionery trade each recorded a 14 per cent gain. 
Grocery sales were 13 per cent higher, the dry goods trade reported a 10 per cent 
increase, and a minor gain of 3 per cent was registered by the footwear trade. 


Total inventories on hand at the end of January, 1946 were valued 4 per 
cent greater than the stocks held on the same date of last year. Increases in stock 
holdings ranged from 3 per cent in the drug trade to 28 per cent in the automotive 
equipment trade. Three trades reported smaller stocks on hand at the end of January 
this year than last, the inventory position declining 7 per cent in the dry goods 
trade, 7 per cent in the fruit and vegetable trade, and 4 per cent in the grocery 
trade. 
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Percentage Changes in Wholesale Trade 
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Percentage Change 


(1) Revised. 


(2) Preliminary. 


Sales 
5 @ 1) URAL I kad &-9 INVENT ORY 
December January 
1945 1946 January, 1946 
December January January, ; 
1944 1945 
Automotive Equipment ..ocveccocece +41.8 o795.0 +2626 
| Weritimes and Quebec ecocececce +6502 *T20e 
Ontario cocccccvrcnsvec0een0000® #259 #69.9 
Western ProvinceS ccoccccoccv0ce #48.2 #9207 
YUZS ccoxccccs200000000900000000 + ° + ° + e 
Maritimes, Quebec and Ontario . + 602 14.2 
Western Provinces cccoesssceeos | #11.0 #1209 
Clothing DER CS SG oe. Oe + ° #20. #2006 
Quebec 0000000090000 0900000800000 + 9.5 413.2 
Cntarioc and Western Provinces o 41362 +2265 
Footwetr cio foe wacsie co cncur ene on +52 + 26 +21. 
Meritimes and Quebec 6800000000 +90.0 ~11.4 
Cntario and Western Provinces .o +218 92262 
Dry GOOdS cGearceooccocosceccoce sce = Oo + e = e 
Maritimes and Quebec o.ccccevce = 509 + 8.6 
OnivAtil Ovaais stesicid acs Slelcie cco cleteo + 457 +13.9 
Western ProvinceS ceccceccc00000 = O06 + 6.6 
VRILCE aT VSESENTSS CTC? RUTTEN CT IE INI OTe Ene aoOm 
Maritimes and Quebec .-ccocccee +26 2 + 4.7 
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Western ProvinceS soeccccccr000 +24 .2 419.2 
EEOSErLES aus sale waobGiecsevicdabe Meter eaue #120 - 4.4 
Maritimes ceccceoccvcv0e00000000 + 6.4 #12.6 
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OnCErLO we siclcit elo eterclele cic cretelarorola/orc + 8.4 +15.9 
PRAT LOS ae si cleciris «sine oe etoiele ees -* 2,0 +11.5 
British Columbia ccccccsccecncve + 6,4 11.6 
PAVCWATe scree uct e ra on 460.7 452.2 + Tee 
MGFIUIMGS” caccettecseateuses eo 418.2 +19.8 
QUESGC "i diccaccee spe Meses vse sia a +2528 #3005 
Ontar1e sceeesseeae he ce alee aa iete +36 of #41.6 
Western Provinces ococogeacvcecce +51.9 +30 .4 : 
Tobacco and Confectionery eccccc +1202 E> Ih: cre 
Maritimes and Quebec eescoceece + 1.8 + 9.3 
OHGAP LO oeces sso o0 ves ee ee es 6 05,0 +11.6 + 8.6 
Western Provinces” t.ccccesesces #18.4 #21.5 
Wholesale Trade == 
JT TUAMOO cs ote s Vee cele.eee sine eas + 7.6 #15.0 
Quebec ©000000000050008009000000 +#13.,0 #11.8 
Ontario ©2200000000070809270000000 #16 6.4 +22.9 
Pres LOS ais oc can be css Gale eee #11.9 +#21.0 
British: Columbia wi ecsccecave es +23 04 #21.0 
CANADA, crea c Gis setueeie ela a cre +14.7 +19.3 + 3.5 
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MONTHLY INDEXES OF WHOLESALE SALES IN CANADA, FEBRUARY, 1946 
35-1939 = 100) ee 


February wholesale trading advanced 18 per cent this year over sales trans- 
acted in February, 1945, according to statements received from approximately 415 of 
the larger wholesale establishments in Canada representing nine lines of business, 
The 18 per cent gain is in line with the 19 per cent increase recorded in the January 
comparison but February dollar sales were 3 per cent lower than the volume of January 
trading. The composite index of sales on the base 1935-1939 = 100 stands at 210.9 
for February, 1946; 216.8 for January, 1946; and 178.6 for February, 1945. 


Results on a regionsl basis revealed smaller gains in the eastern provinces 
than in the west. Sales increased 9 per cent in the Maritime Provinces, 14 per cent 
in Quebec, 17 per cent in Ontario, 22 per cent in the Prairie Provinces and 23 per 
cent in British Columbia. 


While each of the nine trades under survey recorded increased trading ac= 
tivities, gains for the individual kinds of business were not uniform. Automotive 
equipment sales were up 45 per cent over February, 1945 and a substantial gain of 37 
per cent was reported by ‘the hardware trade. The major gains recorded for both these 
trades reflect to a large extent the release of consumer goods and the increase of 
available supplies. 


The fruit and vegetable trade reported a gain of 26 per cent, drug sales 
were up 12 per cent; grocery wholesalers transacted 11 per cent more business. The 
clothing trade and the footwear trade each recorded an 1l per cent gain while dry 
goods sales were up 8 per cent. Tobacco and confectionery wholesalers transacted 7 
per cent more business in February, 1946 than 1945. 


The wholesale inventory position at the end of February this year edvanced 
2 per cent over the valuation placed on stocks on hand at the end of February, 1945. 
Dry goods and grocery inventories fell below the stock holdings reported for the 
corresponding month of the previous year. Fruit and vegetable stocks remained on a 
par with those held at the end of February, 1945. Increases in supplies for the 
other trades ranged from 6 per cent for the drug trade to 27 per cent for the auto- 
motive equipment trade. 
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“ 
MONTHLY INDEXES OF WHOLESALE SALES IN CANADA, MARCH, 1946 

Wholesale sales transacted in March of this year were 16 per cent greater 
than the dollar volume of sales obtained in March, 1945, according to statements 
received from approximately 415 of the larger wholesale establishments in Canada 
representing nine lines of business. The 16 per cent gain is in line with the high 
level of trading reported for the first two months of the year, sales increasing 
over the corresponding months of the previous year by 18 and 19 per cent for Febru= 
ary and January, respectively. The general index of sales on the base 1935 = 1959= 
100 stands at 234.2 for March, 1946; 210.4 for February, 1946; and 201.4 for March, 
1945. Cumulative sales for the first quarter of this year stand 18 per cent above 
sales transacted in the corresponding three months of 1945. 


The 16 per cent gain reflects an increase in trading in all regions of 
the country, but results for the individual regions varied considerably. Sales ad= 
vanced 6 per cent in the Maritime Provinces, 15 per cent in Quebec, 17 per cent in 
Ontario, 20 per cent in the Prairie Provinces and 15 per cent in British Columbia. 


Substantial gains over March, 1945 were reported by the following trades 
automotive equipment, 44 per cent; hardware, 30 per cent; footwear, 28 per cent; 
fruits and vegetables, 26 per cent. The drug, grocery, tobacco and confectionery 
trades each recorded 10 per cent more business transacted. Clothing sales were up 
6 per cent, while dry goods wholesalers reported a 2 per cent gain in trading. 


Wholesale inventories’ on hand at the end of March, 1946 were valued 5 per 
cent higher than the stocks reported on hand at the close of March, 1945. The 
automotive equipment trade and the footwear trade reported increases of 58 and 25 
per cent respectively in their stock holdings. Other trades reporting increases in 
inventory holdings were as follows; clothing, 16 per cent; fruits and vegetables, 

1l per cent; tobacco and confectionery, 10 per cent; hardware, 7 per cent. Declines 
in inventories ranging from 1 to 5 per cent were reported by the grocery trade, drug 
trade and dry goods trade. 
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MONTHLY INDEXES OF WHOLESALE SALES IN CANADA, APRIL, 1946 


Measured by dollar volume, April wholesale trading was 21 per cent heavier 
this year than last and gained approximately 2 per cent over the March volume of 
sales, These data are based on returns received from some 415 of the larger whole- 
sale establishments representing nine lines of business. The 21 per cent increase 
is larger than the 16 per cent gain recorded in the March comparison and is in line 
with the high level of trading witnessed for the first two months of the year. The 
composite index of sales on the base 1935-1939 = 100 stands at 238.1 for April, 1946; 
254.0 for March, 1946; and 197.3 for April, 1945. Aggregate sales for the year to 
date advanced 18 per cent over the volume of trading transacted in the first four 
months of 1945, 


An analysis of sales on a regional basis revealed smaller gains in the 
eastern areas of Canada than in Ontario and the western provinces. Sales were up 8 
per cent in the Maritime Provinces, 14 per cent in Quebec, 21 per cent in Ontario, 
50 per cent in the Prairie Provinces, and 20 per cent in British Columbia. 


Those trades which were affected by wartime restrictions are showing 
marked expansions in sales with the release of soods for consumer use. Automotive 
equipment sales were 43 per cent greater in April of this year than last, while 
total sales for the January-April period for this trade stand 51 per cent above the 
corresponding months of 1945. The footwear trade and the hardware trade each re- 
ported a 31 per cent gain over April, 1945, while cumulative sales for the year to 
date were up 19 per cent and 33 per cent respectively. 


The fruit and vegetable trade recorded a 26 per cent gain and tobacco and 
confectionery sales advanced 21 per cent. Increases reported for the other trades 
were as follows; dry goods, 15 per cent; groceries, 14 per cent; clothing, 11 per 
cent; and drugs, 7 per cent. 


Stocks in the hands of wholesalers at the end of April, 1946 were valued 
6 per cent greater than inventories held on the same date of last year. The dry 
goods and grocery trades continued to report declining stocks as compared with 1945, 
while all other trades valued their inventory holdings higher, increases ranging 
from 2 per cent for the drug trade to 49 per cent for the clothing trade being re- 
corded. 
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MONTHLY INDEXES OF WHOLESALE SALES IN CANADA, MAY, 1946 


May wholesale sales exceeded by 26 per cent the volume of dollar sales 
transacted in May, 1945, and were 9 per cent greater than the April, 1946 turnover. 
These results were compiled from statements received from approximately 415 of the 
larger wholesale establishments operating in Canada and representing nine lines of 
business. The 26 per cent gain is greater than the increases recorded for any 
previous month of this year over last, while the general unadjusted index of sales 
for May, 1946, on the base 1935-1939=100 stands at 260.1, a level considerably 
higher than that recorded for any month in recent years. The May, 1946 index of 
sales compares with 205.9 for May, 1945, and 238.3 for April, 1946. Cumulative 
sales for the first five months of this year were up 20 per cent over the correse- 
ponding period of 1945. 


Each of the trades under survey reported substantial increases over May, 
1945, but results for individual kinds of business deviated greatly from the over- 
all 26 per cent gain. The automotive equipment trade maintained its high level of 
trading and recorded a 61 per cent sales expansion while hardware sales advanced 
46 per cent. Wholesale footwear sales were up 40 per cent; the dry goods trade 
reported 56 per cent more business; clothing sales registered a 34 per cent gain. 


The increases in sales of food products, tobacco and drugs were not as 
great as those recorded for other lines of trade and fell below the average 26 per 
cent gain. Fruit and vegetable sales were up 25 per cent; the tobacco and con-= 
fectionery trade registered a 19 per cent gain; grocery sales advanced 16 per cent 
while drug wholesalers reported 15 per cent more business in May of this year than 
last. 


Inventories on hand at the end of May, 1946, were valued 9 per cent higher 
than on the same date of last year. Each line of business reported increases in 
supplies, gains in stock holdings ranging from 3 per cent for both the dry goods 
and grocery trades to 55 per cent for the clothing trade. 
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Percentage Changes in Wholesale Trade 


Percentepe Change, 1946 Compared With 1945 


Sales 
(1; (2) Year-to-date THVENT ORY 
April May 1946 
1946 1946 Woapobeciets May, 1946 
April May aoe Pale Mey, 1945 
1945 1945 
Automotive snquipmen ouck.w< seeeee SES +606 +5207 +355 
Maritimes and Quebec ..2..cc000 42.9.7 +46 .8 
GNA TO ute oo eel sie aise sie eee te +40.6 +51.6 
NWikhted bectehplaexreny So 5o5quoqqne +51.6 +741 
OT. ae ee a re oe A +14.6 +11.4 + 60] 
Maritimes, Quebec and Ontario. + 4.3 412.5 
Western (Provinces)... wa). eum ste 415.2 $20.5 
CTOCRT nig Secs wile wisest oe iter ek mae] DEO yr ee +16.4 . ao #54..8 
QUGIC GC? iG preplcurs ales wusietaiere se ater ete eis l +475 
Ontario and Western Provinces, + L637) +26 .0 
NOOTWERE. nha ccs ean ene clin IaR OORT +3926 +22.6 +286 
Maritimes and Quebec ...s.ccceos +21n) +30.7 
Ontario and Western Provinces. +38.8 +47 4 
Dry Goods: oc... cieweg eopiew cwsiees a *LOv0 1 Ge SwsSGp Tia lar gale marae aes 
Maritimes and Quebec ..ococcoccc +14.9 aoa Pate 
OV Od Ga cueterereietae a austere cree ceteree +20.5 +42.6 
Mes tern’ Provinces cmc ere sete. se ifale +41.4 
Fruits and and Vegetables vssereree Vs 20.6 ene mera ete +25.0 +1623 
Maritimes and Quebec oooccecocn 416.9 FLOORS 
CMU EEO sae stanatuseid' ee cies ata aa eee +28.8 + iow 
WeESterm Frovinces! oc. c ocats ac aerate, +32.0 
RYOCEr LOE <1. tp van Sonics aces nt 1S. 0 mene 0; Seas EE oa + 3.4 
MarTCLMmes. oe suc sie os ete tes ee + 551] more! 
Qt16 DOG ciecatensie-clal ae own ats eee ee ete +1258 fla 
TGA LO’ cae: gsa va: eu at eens (ara\ie eo eBh erate ucts +13.0 +15.8 
PYOUPLOS Ata: at crepe cierto oe ne tC iol +L eo 
Bricish wWOalumpiar wns anc a oe +1754 +25.5 
Nardware ts, .s0ty duetugiacs@esage Oleh. saeuedO 0le eed ect Ogee ee 
MOTCLMGS'/ oom ars Geos. 6 Glee oo he ae F2ec0 +49.9 
BUCHOG sued eas cinemine yaw eee es +24 .6 42.9.6 
ON CAT LO FA, oy eiteaucs ot ct a lerale are tae +37 6 AKO) H/ 
Western Provinces: os 4.ace e's ¢ sie 45258 +48.2 
Tobacco and Confectionery ..... 81.0. ¥18,8 1D 
Maritimes and Quebec cocecccce + 3.0 + 9.3 
OU A FL Dinning yisieal bartered crore ete ae +1726 FOG 
Mostern ‘Fravincees ace 26 oe +33.8 +254 
Wholesale Trade -- 
Mari Gimesie... «ares 2 o's siaree ae PN al! rol aes) 
OUG DSC: Mice essere a teles a6 a ree ee +14.8 +21.4 
CR DE GAO Rs evarsiutels ocaraie oft eae erie fe Oilege +2605 
EVGLIFAO8%, yous ayes © oe ere tee males If +34 .0 
Bra Glsh Columbia es ace ete oe +2 One ATE tee 
eee 
CANADA -s5:é%e ul oils care stele eee +2008 +26.3 +20.1 + 9.3 
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MONTHLY INDEXES OF WHOLESALE SALES IN CANADA, JUNE, 1946 

Maintaining the high level of trading established in the first five months 
of this year over last, June wholesale sales advanced 17 per cent over the dollar 
business transacted in June, 1945. Results are based on data received from approxi- 
mately 415 of the larger wholesale establishments operating in Canada and representing 
nine lines of trade. While the 17 per cent gain is somewhat smaller than the 26 per 
cent and 21 per cent increases recorded in the May and April comparisons, respectivee 
ly, it is in line with the gains registered for earlier months of the year. The 
general unadjusted index of sales on the base 1935~-1939=100 stood at 241.7 for June, 
1946; 259.8 for May, 1946; and 206.9 for June, 1945. Aggregate sales for the first 
half of 1946 exceeded by 20 per cent the sales volume in the same months of last 
year. 


An analysis of the results on a regional basis revealed smaller increases 
in the eastern areas than in central and western Canada. The increase in sales in 
June of this year over last was 2 per cent in the Maritime. Provinces; 12 per cent 
in Quebec; 16 per cent in Qntario; 26 per cent in the Prairie Provinces; and 18 per 
cent in British Columbia. ~ 


Gains registered for the individual kinds of business under survey varied 
greatly. The greatest expansion in trading was realized by the automotive equip= 
ment and hardware trades, sales advancing 44 and 35 per cent respectively over June, 
1545. The dry goods trade reported a substantial gain of 24 per cent which may be 
attributed in some degree to the low level of dry goods trading recorded in June, 
1945. Sales were up 24 per cent in the clothing trade, 18 per cent in the fruit and 
vegetable trade, and 14 per cent in the footwear trade. Tobacco and confectionery 
wholesalers reported a 13 per cent increase, while smaller gains of 7 per cent and 
2 per cent were registered by the grocery trade and the drug trade, respectively. 


Wholesale inventories on hand at the end of June, 1946, were valued 9 per 
cent greater than on the same date of last year. Marked gains in holdings were-re- 
ported by the fruit and vegetable trade, the clothing and footwear trades, as well 
as by the automotive equipment and tobacco and confectionery wholesalers. Overall 
the increases in inventories ranged from 2 per cent in the drug trade to 42 per cent 
in the fruit and vegetable trade. 
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Sales 


at oe 1!) Sian aC) ae rae _ INVENTORY 
May, June Year-to-date ae 
1946 1946 1946 June, 1946 
May, ‘June Year-to-date June, 1945 
1945 1945 1945 
Automotive equipment eveccescces +6005 “+4402 +#51.1 meee LEY e) 
Maritimes and Quebec sevecevee +46 .1 +36 64 
(Giahricheney or AOa OOOO ULC Coen tH Oto +51.6 +47.7 
Western ProvinceS .cceccovcece +74.0 +45.0 
DEMCSan sas ut sana aan Osa ee ee +7560 + 9. + 2.4 
Maritimes, Quebec and Ontario. +12.0 = 200 
Western ProvinCes! cco cwee ess +2009 +12.4 
Clolhings. acecssscépeesocdcees van tOVa0 ale bi ikte o> ka ean) (> eee: Core 
QUCHDECS ccccvcevccscescrscenses +475 +23.3 
Ontario and Western. Provinces. +26 05 +24 62 
HOO LWOAC ES sta see oe circa Ont EEOC SG +13.8 Ser yy +25. 
Maritimes and Quebec cooccesce +30.7 +25.5 
Ontario and Western Provinces. +474 an edd 
DrypGoods ..i+<sssaccosadewenasa. t0De0) MO lysis? co~ lemeee) ant oo ese of 
Maritimes and Quebec .eocceoes +2662 +147 
Oia EN Ommele ye revelore evoiers love fajoronetele totale +4367 +18.4 
Western Provinces secscaoecrec, +41.4 +54 09 
Fruits and Vegetables ccoccoocce +t24e07 +L /e0, Smee sO oO ee +4156 ace 
Maritimes and Quebec oecccceces +10.7 +11.6 
atechwaWe) cmd Sooo Od CUM UO OU aO t +2501 +13.0 
Western Provinces oscccaccovcae dle, +26.8 
TrOGeErLee cc bone e cai ben. oaibawi AtlOeeE LL te cee Pee ae eC cee eee 
iehpabuahalsee Gio o On OCOD Oa OOD OD eu Cua -~ 1.4 
QUEDEC 20 0.06 01s 010.0 0 0:0.0\2.010 0 0,0.0 0:6 +1704 - 5d 
‘haeheley Aaa ooen dae OGoNDbOAot +15.0 eh.) 
PAGS seus etenctenscepersne otciene crercierers +18.2 +14.1 
British, COlLUMpLaY A. s.0:s.4 5200 + 423.5 +12.4 . 
Hardware concen ce cals Gab cao cle EGGERS wk tos See as O64 eo ee 
MATL GANGS ete uvoserelere nce ete, efape toate are +52.9 +40.1 
CCC Cia sig 04 oss she loten stele bein’. ere taus +296 +30.1 
OCG S.L Laas calvietois stele aici s sta rete o oie aie +60.7 +3703 
Weed IeoyeyeIes, GaoncosoGoaod +4.8.2 +36 .8 
PobaccU. and CONLEGcLONONy iso. as sit LOel) wlan ey tloss Wl ime tl S50 eet occ 
Maritimes and Quebec .ececovco + 9.4 +13.3 
OnGA dO malelclersrc sioreledarets ctekehonstste vec +1730 +11.6 
Western. £rOva NCOs ts sisrelerc clelerters +2502 + Die 
Wholesale Trade -= oe €e gi i vay 
MELYe nt MOS were ele celalctelelcnel rslene cnet ers #1302 2D) Baie 
QUEDEC 1000066009 60 ci 010 006 Hoe +20.8 +1261 
CHILE TON cre 6.51013) ei ctoreruts okay ekelsiermnciore +26.1 +15.5 
PEAUNLOB ssw 6 iin lety OEb ole elk wig Si 478 +28.0 +262 
Ribs ne COU UMb Ia eeielete ome aie enotone +2765 +18.0 
GANADA ths + cle c's cise caiawae cee are +26.2 +16.8 +19.5 +2000 
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MONTHLY INDEXES OF “WHOLESALE SALES IN CANADA, JULY, 1946 


Sales of wholesale merchants were 22 per cent higher in dollar volume -in 
July of this year than in the’same month of 1945 according to statements received 
from some 415 wholesalers representing nine lines of trade. This increase was 
greater than that recorded for June and slightly higher than the 20 per cent increase 
shown for the first seven months of this year over the corresponding period in 1945. 
The general unadjusted index of wholesale sales on the base 1935-1939 = 100 stood at 
249.5 for July, 1946; 241.0 for June, 1946; and 203.7 for July, 1945. 


All regions of the country reported increased sales with gains in Ontario 
and the Prairie Provinces exceeding those in other parts. Wholesale sales in the 
Maritime Provinces and Quebec were up 17 per cent over those for July, 1945, Ontario 
sales were 24 per cent higher, the Prairie Provinces showed a gain of 27 per cent 
while wholesalers in British Columbia reported an increase of 20 per cent. 


Results for individual trades showed substantial increases in all lines 
over those recorded in July a year ago. The automotive, hardware and dry goods 
trades continued to record the greatest expansion with sales 41 per cent, 39 per 
cent and 34 per cent respectively higher than July, 1945. Sales in the tobacco and 
confectionery trade were up 23 per cent, in the footwear trade, 22 per cent, while 
the clothing trade followed with a gain of 20 per cent. Increases for the other 
trades under review amounted to 18 per cent for groceries, 15 per cent for fruits 
and vegetables and 13 per cent for the drug trade. 


The wholesale inventory position at the end of July showed a greater ex- 
pansion over the corresponding period of 1945 than in any other month in the cur- 
rent year. Value of stocks on hand at the end of July this year averaged 11 per 
cent above their value at the same date last year. The most marked gain was re- 
ported in the clothing trade where stocks were 40 per cent higher than at July 31, 
1945. Inventory holdings in the footwear and fruit and vegetable trades registered 
increases of 27 and 22 per cent, respectively, while gains of 18 per cent were re- 
corded in the automotive equipment, 15 per cent in the tobacco and confectionery, 
14 per cent in the grocery, 8 per cent in the hardware, 5 per cent in the dry goods 
and 3 per cent in the wholesale drug trade. 
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MONTHLY INDEXES OF WHOLESALE SALES IN CANADA, AUGUST, 1946 


The dollar volume of wholesale sales in Canada during August, 1946 was ale 
most 21 per cent higher than in the corresponding month of last year according to 
statements received from some 380 wholesalers representing nine lines of trade. This 
increase was only one point below that recorded for July and was one point above the 
cumulative gain in the first eight months of 1946 over the same period of 1945. The 
general unadjusted index of wholesale sales for Canada on the base 1935=-1$939=100 stood 
at 261.9 for August, 1946; 249.3 for July, 1946; and 216.3 for August, 1945. 


Increases in wholesale sales were reported in all regions of the country and 
with the exception of the Maritime Provinces were fairly uniform in extent. The Mari- 
time Provinces, as a result of decreases in the automotive and fruits and vegetables 
trades, had an increase of only 6 per cent. An increase of 20 per cent in wholesale 
sales was registered in Quebec, of 23 per: cent in Ontario and in British Columbia and 
24 per cent in the Prairie Provinces. 


Substantial increases over August, 1945 were recorded in all nine trades 
under survey. The clothing and hardware trades showed the greatest increase in 
business with sales expansions of 42 per cent and 35 per cent, respectively. Gains 
less marked than those recorded in July this year over last were shown for the auto- 
motive and dry goods trades, each of which reported gains of 28 per cent over August, 
1945, as compared with increases of 39 per cent and 33 per cent in July, 15946 compared 
with the same month in 1945. Sales of footwear were up 24 per cent over August a year 
ago, while an increase of 19 per cent was reported in the wholesale grocery trade. 
Increases for the other trades under review amounted to 16 per cent for drugs and for 
tobacco and confectionery and 12 per cent for fruits and vegetables. 


The higher wholesale inventory level established in July was maintained in 
August when stocks were reported as 14 per cent higher than in the same month of 1945. 
The greatest improvement in inventory position was registered in the clothing, foot- 
wear, and fruits and vegetables trades, with increases in stocks over August, 1945 
amounting to 38 per cent, 35 per cent and 40 per cent respectively. A gain of 22 per 
cent was reported in stocks held by tobacco and confectionery wholesalers, while 
stocks held by wholesalers of groceries, automotive equipment and drugs were respec- 
tively 19, 16 and 15 per cent higher than a year ago. The inventory ee of the 
dry goods and hardware trades showed the smallest improvement over the 1945 position 
with gains of 7 per cent and 6 per cent respectively. 
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Percentage Changes in Wholesale Trade 
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MONTHLY INDEXES OF WHOLESALE SALES IN CANADA, SEPTEMBER, 1946 


The dollar volume of wholesale sales in Canada was maintained at a high 
level during the month of September. The general unadjusted index for Canada stood 
at 259.3 per cent for September, 1946, 19 per cent above the September, 1945 index of 
217.7 and only slightly below the August, 1946 index of 260.4. These: indexes are 
based on dollar sales reported by some 388 wholesalers representing nine lines of 
trade. Wholesale sales for the first nine months of 1946 were 20 per cent in excess 
of sales in the corresponding period of 1945. 


All regions of the country shared in the general advance in sales: over Sep= 
tember, 1945, Ontario wholesalers! sales increasing 21 per cent; British Columbia: and 
Quebec, 20 per cent; the Prairie Provinces, 17 per cent, while wholesalers in the 
Maritimes reported an improvement of 15 per cent over last year. 


The footwear and automotive equipment trades registered the greatest ine= 
creases over last year as well as reaching a new high in volume of business. Gains 
over September, 1945 for these trades amounted to 38 per cent for the footwear trade 
and 33 per cent for the automotive equipment trade, the indexes for these kinds of 
business standing at 337.3 and 390.2 on the base, average for-1955-19359=100. Sub= 
stantial increases ranging from 22 to 26 per cent were recorded by dry goods, hard- 
ware, grocery and clothing wholesalers. Sales in the tobacco and confectionery group 
were up 18 per cent and in the drug trade, 14 per cent. Wholesale fruit and vege- 
table sales increased only 2 per cent over the already high volume of dollar business 
recorded in September, 1945. In this trade, a slight drop in dollar volume in the 
Maritime Provinces and Quebec and a decrease of 7 per cent in sales in Ontario were 
offset by an increase of 9 per cent in Western Canada. 


Stocks held by wholesalers in Canada at the end of September, 1946 were 
valued 17 per cent higher than those on hand at the end of the same month last year. 
The clothing and footwear trades continued to show the greatest improvement in inven- 
tory position over last year with stocks 68 per cent and 39 per cent higher respec- 
tively than in September, 1945. Marked improvement was also indicated in tobacco and 
confectionery with an increase of 29 per cent, fruits and vegetables with stocks up 
28 per cent and groceries with a gain of 27 per cent. Lesser gains of 10 per cent in 
dry goods and 8 per cent in hardware and drugs were reported. Rubber strikes were 
responsible at least in part for the low inventory position of automotive equipment 
wholesalers whose stocks were only 4 per cent higher than stocks on hand at the same 
date last year. 
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Direse sat Wes a iat se eer a Ue +1327 +10.8 + 7.6 
Maritimes, Quebec and Ontario Feed 413.2 
Western Provinces cccoccccoccce +206 +1 reit 
Quebec .ovcsoee Sie sive shee we wresers 0 +50.5 +288 
Ontario and Western Provinces +3307 +2368 
POGUWOAT Gili scc She hgeeh as Ove sertes seme +5600 42069 +5901 
Maritimes and Quebec ..ccccecoe - 5.1 443.1 
Ontario and Western Provinces 447.5 +34.9 
Wry Ogda aero seniaise sin Wvialaidle okety Hale neue 7 atl Oe + 0,9" 
Maritimes and Quebec oocccece. +41.1 +1702 
OrviGErTOloloietetcrs sielelelsrone's aatdtcbetetatate +2159 toilke 
Western ProvinceS cccecccscece +17.8 +21.e 
Fruits and Vegetables ...-+.e+- +1108 + 1.9 +18.0 +28.1 
Maritimes and Quebec ...cccece cae paral h - 0.4 
ONGA TAO Meleicicleie's sieteve laletaieieterelefore + 5.6 - 7.2 
Western ProvinceS oescscscscce +209 + 9.8 
GrOCEP LOB” hiw daa ORG Lene clos OE LS. ee ee tiee +14.7 427.4 
Meet IHGLING'S) 0c chel edelelele sleke sl elayelerotels + 8.0 +19.4 
QUEDEC ceescccccccevecveseseoe +1865 +2869 
On GAN 1OiMere steer svensvorotess areleleterelersisre +22.5 +306 
PRA CSieslerclcle cielels aisle ciel eictetelene es a iiele, +16.4 
Britis eCOlumb Ue melclessielescleleici +18.7 +25.7 
Pardwardiinscs ev «ss codes nadise peeMOOES +22.0 +5509 + 8.4 
MarrasG mOsm crctoiere sie ciel elele s orsverelerale +28.6 +16.7 
QUEDEC wisccecsnccvccecesccess +21. +18.7 
CNIGAY-1O clevs efciole eletcla\a s/s) 61s le1e)0 cle +36.1 +262 
Western ProvincesS .cxcecccccnn +39.5 +23.0 
Pobaceo and Confectionery ..s.. .+16sc 2 jutli.Oen ..) o¢ld.6 uo lpumbetco sume 
Maritimes and Quebec .cecocccve + 5.5 ee 
OnbOrLOms co siete ct erorelcistitelercicls wieic le Olen +1725 
Western Provinces ...csccccrcoe +2006 +16.9 
Wholesale Trade -- abars 5 agate ae 
MAriGLMO Smee sleleielole olla ter clelnlelererers + 6.5 +14.6 
QUEDEC cocceceecvcrecvecsccove +1829 +19.9 
Omar UOmre siete sleterc octelenstereteiels cretene +21.1 +21.2 
Prati 7; C'S ereloisie cele cherelcisieletelens arco +241 +1702 
British Columbia o..sescssessss +22.5 +20.4 
CRIA D Ars sisrs etecsie ae: slows ale ale tare +204 +19.1 +19.9 +16.6 


(l) Revised. (2) Preliminary. 
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MONTHLY INDEXES OF WHOLESALE SALES IN CANADA, OCTOBER, 1946 


A new high was recorded in dollar volume of wholesale sales in the month 
of October, 1946, when the general unadjusted index for Canada, on the base, average 
for 1935-1939 = 100, reached 276.1. This was 16 per cent above the index of 237.2 
for October, 1945 and showed an increase of 6.4 per cent over September, 1946, when 
the index stood at 259,5. Sales in the first 10 months of 1946 showed a gain of 20 
per cent over the corresponding period of last year. 


Increases were general in all sections of the country, the smallest per- 
centage gain over 1945 being reported in the Maritime Provinces where sales in- 
creased 7 per cent. Increases in the other provinces were 15 and 16 per cent for 
Ontario and Quebec, and 19 and 20 per cent for British Columbia and the Prairie 
Provinces respectively. 


The footwear trade continued to show the largest gain over last year, sales 
increasing 32 per cent in the month under review. Substantial gains ranging from 24 
per cent to 14 per cent were recorded in the dry goods, groceries, hardware, clothing, 
tobacco and confectionery, and automotive equipment trades. Wholesale sales of drugs 
were up 9 per cent over October, 1945. There was. no change in dollar sales of fruits 
and vegetables in Canada as a whole, the increase of lé per cent which was reported 
for Western Canada being offset by decreases of 9 per cent in the Maritimes and Quebec 
and 7 per cent in Ontario. 


Marked improvements were reported in the inventory position of wholesalers 
in most trades, resulting in an overall increase in value of stocks on hand of 20 
per cent. Stocks held by the clothing trade showed the greatest increase in dollar 
value over Cctober last year with a gain of 74 per cent. Inventories of wholesale 
grocers were valued 32 per cent higher than at the end of October, 1945, while in- 
creases in stocks onehand for other trades were as followss tobacco and confection- 
ery, 29 per cent; footwear, 28 per cent; automotive equipment and dry goods, 24 per 
cent; and fruits .and vegetables, 23 per cent. Lesser gains of 8 and 6 per cent were 
reported by wholesalers of hardware and drugs. 


Year's Subscription, $1.00 
Single Copies, - 10 


Sai 
Percentage Changes in Wholesale Trade 


Percentage Change, 1946 Compared With 1945 


Seales 
September Dotobay.) © Learsosce toabemn ha 
1946 1946 eee cA pe, 20 
September Cotober Tear-tordate tre 
1945 Oct. ,1945 
1945 1945 
Automotive Equipment AMONG) | aso +414,3 +40,9 +24.0 
Maritimes and Quebec .coccvoce 423.08 + 5.0 
OTOL OMe eto vers oer cone: orenesecefercteleuelelee =F eilege: 4285.5 
Western Provinces 4 ciwisleelc sos tie O) ap tobe Ab 
DEGOS, w alenic 6 au tll eg s we Sotpisis ois oe ho < DN Mm eo Deter +10. + Oe 
Maritimes, Quebec and Ontario © 413.2 + lie S 
Western Provinces sccescocee cats ceiblons ye 411.6 
OROtnine “uke tenements oo hes +18.0 +20.2 +74, 
OUCGDEOC! semis ac css oa selere vie ste Gleielsis +28.8 4355.9 
Ontario and Western Provinces = a ete egy 2 ede) 
FOOtwOar seccacsocbele lees cow ciel CHOCEAL Wu Ulmeun gtOO 020 Gems mc 04.0) cute liimuiia 0 acinr 
MariGames and (OWwepeC vei. siecle cc +43 61 +54.7 
Ontario and Western Provinces +55 e 413.5 
Dry GOOdS, ors sbevewsesssscaeets WHOdGdS, | tm stao a0 Ge we © nanee LO pe ie om be eeliener. ce eee 
Maritimes and Quebec ..oecceca A) Orca sale tf 
STAGE TOs asa stas ow os ole ielele oy So 3 AT St Foals 2 
Western SProyvinCes ueciele cielerstel crete +21.8 +2442 


Fruits and Vegetables le cite ere AT ee is ) +1600 +20 04 


Maritimes and Quebec ..cccevco - 0.38 9.4 

UAUCAT Ov wa wes oe eo sie pelt ale els tied st] 9D - 6.5 

WESiGE TN Gri OV UN COS ge eke etelens ccatelers eye nell thats) 
Groceries gen 15.5 +3169 
Epos, Gascon adc dodo bocosoaD +19.4 +11.,4 

BMS DEC wr, cr ee ¢ oi sins elas enteric +28.9 / +25.8 

DIVE Ta Ol 6 clucisve viele ere ssi eleteiete ce orrie tole a Are 

PYOAPLOS wees fe be Sa Uebel s es4 seller) +24.0 

DEVELS COLUM DLA we «6a see ee Sa ase f +p5.0 
Hardware! ctsls cise cos sale cele cc slo 

MPs GLMOS ie etic vies seis a 6b ss arate e's +16.7 +20.6 

USMC U as. sioe sash es. 6's S's 9 ¥ 8 o cisie © SLE oy + 8.5 

ONGHT LOU. es-els sid ve ars ors kee othe B15.8 +28.0 +20.5 

‘Western Provinces ccsssccccocs +23.0 +26.5 
Tobacco and Confectionery »eos. +lloe +16.5 +1526 +25.5 
Maritimes and Quebec cececcove +18.0 +2202 

ONIGA Ole rstete cloretetsteleroleteieicictclslchele +17.3 415.0 

Western Provinces -% moses cc cc « +16.9 +15.4 
Wholesale Trade --> © 

MAVitimes “s i.0% vase vee awe Giese +14.2 see (hie 

QUGD CC Matsteleletelelelsleisieleleleleisietetsietets +194 alts} es} 

DViteriO Sy > sacs eta csle ee 0 bles oe os +2 of, ae O) 

PS OS eo steve ereteseitreierolel eterererenere +1721 419.9 

Brus she Col amblar ssc. eiestee sues +20.4 +18.8 

CANADA< 0 ste ste oe bln oe bike se 606 +1958 416.4 419.5 42002 


(I) Revised. (2) Preliminary. (a) Unchanged. 
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MONTHLY INDEXES OF WHOLES SALE SALES IN CANADA, NOVEMBER, 1946 


oa AR 


The dollar volume of wholesale sales in the month of November was 16.2 
per cent higher than in the same month last year and 7 per cent below the October 
level according to statements of dollar sales received from 370 wholesalers 
representing nine lines of trade. The general unadjusted index for Canada, on 
the base average for 1935-1939 = 100, stood at 257.4 for November, 1946, 221.5 for 
November, 1945, and 276.8 for October, 1946. Dollar sales for the year 1946 to 
date were 19 per cent higher than in the corresponding period of 1945. 


Increases over last year were recorded for all regions of the country. 
Wholesalers in the Maritime Provinces had sales 10 per cent higher than in 1945, 
Increases of 12 and 17 per cent were recorded in Ontario and Quebec respectively, 
while wholesale sales in both the Prairie Provinces and British Columbia were up 
al per cent over last year. 


For the individual kinds of business, the most marked gains over 1945 
were recorded in the clothing and dry goods trades with increases of 42 and 36 per 
cent respectively. Clothing sales for November showed an increase over October 
instead of the normal seasonal decline, while a less=than-normsal decline between 
October and November was experienced in the dry goods trade. Sales of footwear 
and hardware also showed substantial increases over last year amounting to 29 and 
20 per cent respectively. More moderate gains, ranging from 18 to 10 per cent, 
were recorded for groceries, tobacco and Pont ae tinaers., automotive equipment, and 
drugs. Wholesale sales of fruits and vegetables were 3 per cent below the 1945 
figure. 


Continued improvement in the value of stocks in the hands of wholesalers 
| as compared with last year was evidenced when the overall increase for all trades 
P for the month of November amounted to 24 per cent. The largest increase, 99 per 
cent, was recorded by clothing wholesalers. Inventories of wholesalers of tobacco 

and confectionery were up 42 per cent; of fruits and vegetables and of eroceri es, 
; 37 per cent; of dry goods, 31 per cent; and-of automotive equipment, 27 per cent. 
Stocks of footwear were up 15 per cent, while the hardware and drugs trades re- 


~ 


ported increases of 11 and 6 per cent respectively. 
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MONTHLY INDEXES OF WHOLESALE j SALES IN CANADA, L DECEMBER» 1946 


Wholesale sales in Canada during the month of December, 1946 were 13 per 
cent above the dollar sales volume for December, 1945 according to statements re- 
ceived from 370 wholesalers representing nine lines of trade. This was the small- 
est advance recorded for any month of the current year. The general unadjusted 
index for Canada (on the base, average for 1935-1939 = 100) stood at 220.0 for 
December, 1946, 194.7 for December, 1945, and 256.9 for November, 1946. Dollar 
sales for the twelve months of 1946 were 19 per cent above those for the year 1945, 


Wholesalers in the province of Quebec reported the greatest gain over De- 
cember, 1945 with sales up 18 per cent. British Columbia came next with an increase 
of 14 per cent. Ontaric and the Prairie Provinces followed with gains of 12 per 
cent while sales in the Maritime Provinces were 1l per cent higher than in December, 
1945. 


Among the individual trades, clothing and dry goods wholesalers continued 
to show the largest increases with sales 43 per cent and 35 per cent respectively 
above the December, 1945 volume. Sales of hardware wholesalers were 22 per cent 
higher than in the same month last year, while grocery wholesalers! sales were up 
17 per cent. An increase of 13 per cent was recorded by the automotive equipment 
trade, the footwear and tobacco and confectionery groups following closely with in- 
creases of 12 per cent. The 9 per cent increase between December, 1945 and 1946 
for drug wholesalers was consistent with the margin which existed in the immediate- 
ly preceding months. The decline from 1945 in dollar volume of wholesale sales of 
fruits and vegetables which has been evident for several months continued, with 
sales in this trade 7 per cent below the December, 1945 volume. 


The value of wholesalers! inventories at December 31, 1946 was 23 per 
cent higher than at the same date last year. The clothing group, with stocks 
valued 93 per cent higher than at December, 1945 again showed the greatest in- 
Crease. Stocks on hand in the wholesale grocery trade were 44 per cent higher 
than last year while the automotive equipment wholesalers reported an increase of 
50 per cent. Other increases in value of stocks on hand were as follows; dry 
goods, 22 per cent; tobacco and confectionery, 19 per cent; drugs, 12 per cent; 
fruits and vegetables and hardware, 6 per cent; and footwear, 4 per cent. 
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MONTHLY INDEXES OF WHOLESALE SALES IN CANADA, JANUARY, 1947 


The dollar volume of wholesale sales in Canada during the month of January, 
1947 was 9 per cent above that for the same month of 1946 according to statements re= 
ceived from 350 wholesalers representing nine lines of trade. The general unadjusted 
index for Canada (on the base, average for 1935-1939=100) stood at 237.5 for January, 
1947, 217.1 for January, 1946 and 221.6 for December, 1946. 


Increases reported in the different regions of the country, with the excep 
tion of the Maritime Provinces, varied between the relatively narrow limits of 8 and 
12 per cent. Sales in the Prairie Provinces were up 12 per cent, in Ontario and 
Quebec, 10 per cent,and in British Columbia, 8 per cent. An increase of 3 per cent 
over January, 1946 in dollar volume of sales was recorded for the Maritime Provinces, 


Sales of wholesalers in the footwear trade, up 25 per. cent, continued to 
show the greatest increase in volume over last year. The clothing trade,which has for 
the past few months also reported high increases over the previous year, registered 
an increase of only 8 per cent in January, 1947 over January, 1946. This was the re- 
sult of a drop of 6 per cent in sales reported by clothing wholesalers in Ontario and 
the Western Provinces combined. Sales of clothing wholesalers in Quebec, however, 
were 58 per cent higher in January last year. Wholesalers in the hardware and grocery 
trades had sales 16 per cent above those in the same month a year ago. A 10 per cent 
gain was reported by the tobacco and confectionery wholesalers while other increases 
in sales amounted to 9 per cent for dry goods and 4 per cent for drugs. Sales of 
fruits and vegetables continued lower in dollar volume than last year, a drop of 6 per 
cent being recorded from January a year ago. 


Stocks held by wholesalers at the end of January, 1947 were valued 29 per 
cent higher than those on hand at the same date last year. Substantial increases in 
dollar value of stocks on hand were in evidence in all lines of trade covered by the 
Survey. Wholesale grocers' stocks were 44 per cent higher in dollar value, the same 
percentage increase which they reported in December. The clothing, dry goods, and 
_ footwear trades continued to record marked increases over last year with stocks valued 
$9, 56, and 29 per cent higher respectively than at January 31, 1946, Value of stocks 
of fruit and vegetable dealers were 25 per cent in excess of last year, while hard- 
ware wholesalers’ stocks were up 18 per cent, and tobacco and confectionery, 14 per 
cent. 


Year's Subscription, $1.00 
Single Copies, o 10 


—pome 


Percentage Changes in Wholesale Trade . 
Percentage Change 


Sales 
(1) (2) 
December January 
1946 1947 January, 1947 
December — January 
1945 1946 
quboustive Equlpmant vases ysl eels can Oe en ne 
Maritimes and Quebec ..cccccce +16.8 (x) 
OMAP wo seeset aon secmewewet +283 (x) 
Western Provinces occ. + O.1 -13.5 
DrugsS cescoscecccrevvcsorsercce + 9.6 + 4.) +15.1 
Maritimes, Quebec and Ontario. +...9.0 + 1.6 
Western Provinces .cc000000000 +11.2 + 9.4 
GUORMAIE vacuo cele seo wi wie ows eo ener teehee + 7.6 9 
Quebec occccccccersccccseercece +60.0 +584 
Ontario and Western Provinces. +2902 =- 6.4 


R 
Maritimes and Quebec .ccccoecce + 7.4 +27.6 
Ontario and Western Province +24.4 +21.5 
Dry GOOdS cececccecccccvccc cone 9.8 + Soe +3600 
Maritimes and Quebec .ccceccoe +46.4 + 0.8 
(QOriiteeurel Ol eteleterorolte chore ct=leneroleterelclelets +45.5 + 9.35 
Western Provinces .-ccecxe00000 +20.0 +202 
Fruits and Vegetables eccccress = fod 
Maritimes and Quebec ceoceerces =-11.4 - 7.5 
OHCATL.O: sss 0 tipple ss sue e eee eis aes -11.4 = 8.6 
Western ProvinceS .oocceccccccce - Ol - 0.9 
GrOCeri@S ecc0000050000000000000 ie selec tf 
Maritimes .ccocceesccn00v00c0e +10.8 + 6o.l 
Quebec ceocccesrcerccrcevercee +2002 +144 
OnNGSTLO seccecttesscuseciccss 06 +13.6 +16.3 
PreairlieS secccvssssessoveseere +18.1 st Ss, 
British Columbia ..oo.0eccceceee +26 6 +20.5 
Hardware .0000000000000000000000 +2507 #1602 +17.7 
Maritimes .wcoeccccccres0000000 +26 04 +1907 
QUeDES coccvveccocccccssc00000 +26.2 +14.8 
Ontario: os «pvc s:3 sb tisises 0% e 06.06 +324 +29.9 
Western ProvinceS ceccceccvccee +18.5 +10.4 
mobacearend Contact Tonery cc ie nant ss ean 07 aaa 
Maritimes and Quebec coecececce +18.56 + 502 
OntarLO 2isc0 6 ois bee cle «less +124 412.2 
Western Provinces ccocoreccvvcee + 8.3 _ +*10.0 
Wholesale Trade - 
Maritimes ccccccccvs0ecee seen + 9.7 + 2.6 
QUEDEC cooocceccccrcrersccvc0n +1701 + 9.8 
Ontario Gescscsecessensgscewse +1302 + 9.5 
PrairieS ecccccrccrercece +13.3 +11.,5 
British Columbia ..ccccceerrce 414.1 #AT 39 


British Columbia occ s soe na 


CANADA ©000000000000000000000 


(1) Revised. 


(2) Preliminary. 


(x) Not yet available. 


+13.8 + 9.4 


——— 
+1307 


T° ee? 2° 992 6°6LT £°O%e 2° L82 T°d0¢ 8°8Le o°Lve G°9S2 coce Arenuel = LET 
POST B°98T T° ort S°8sST O° TS2 b° LOT o° Ste T°Lt2 e°Lte cee Zaquesed 
T°6&s2 9°S%2 ¥°T02 6°8T2 G°28e L°6L2 2°S0s S° LL? f° 82 eee JOQUSAON 
o° Lye L°sve O°OT? L°8ée S°OS¢ G° 182 6°60 0°S82 1° 262 oe ee 10Q0490 
o° tse 6°62 T°s2e 2° ose 9°L2¢ b°Sve 9°SE?2 B°L92 ¥°8S2 °° sequeydes 
2° ove 2° Ve?) Lecae L°Steé 9°82 ¥°L9e 9°89¢ 6° Sve 6°0S2@ coors asndny 
L°002 B°LLT T° est Sarge 4°06T G°2LT o°2S2 9° Lee b° Se nae A HN 
S°*tgt T°Sdt L°Sht 9°SLT 9°6S2e 9°TSl Velsc £°O00e 6°Ste diese, ALAN & 
6° 261 O°OTe 4°68 v°66L 8° ese 0°002 T°9S2 O° 2S2e G°EaS2 he es eh 
e°eLt Boo S°S6T T°sé6T S°Tes 2°OT? L°SG2 6°9%2 8°See aia ecirood 1 ALSN, 
S° 02 8° PET T° 261 9°T6T 0°062 9°SE?e T°eve £° vee 6° 822 ogi cee (a eS 
9° 291 2°S6T T°L6T 6°68T 2°8ee L°eSe 8° 7¥e O° See L°Lee coe dteniged = 9F6T 
T° eee 2° 992 6°6LT 2°08?) 2°L82 T°2oe B°BLe o° Lye G°9S2 ereoe 7HET *Arenuel 
T° c6t L° v2 S°BLT L°T02@ T°Oee2 8°O82 8° Se S° She b° 9%?) ceeee QF6T ‘Aaunuse 
8° LET 0° 02 eeden 2°2est O°T2e S° Tse L°Sé@e 8° Ste 6°9T? coeee GEE, *Arenuel 
g° 9° FO% S°S9T O° 8st L102 6° See L’00¢ ook 6° L61 dst i ‘krenusl 


So ouTAOJd SOOUTAOIG °9U0 #°an 
. Bee ¢ ° 
ulezsaN peer souTtytisn as eb ely uteqsem  seutyttuAl yquomq pues ive 


ae EEE aPaEnY =UTe=eeEEEI=D SE 


Oh 25 (x) (x) (x) O°2L2 2°082 9° 9S2 6° 102 e° LES Gopgg: so sy AIENUSL =<“ LFET 
iseG oe Li 2b2 L2LSS G$°g2e2 T°SL2 9°O6T 9°622 LP 0°8e2 9°1ZZ °°° Aaquesed 
8° 2s L°862 0°29¢ *°L28 4°882 1°9¢2 G°OSZ 6°92 S°6L2 6°9GZ °°° sequeAON 
g°gee g°tes 8°SIP G°6Se g°L62 6°9L2 0°L92 Cenc G°L62 Q°9LZ °° °* 19qQ0400 
S° POF L°19¢e g°ILe 9°L8E 8°992 0°892 G°ese L°tS2 Dotie G°6SzZ °° Jequeqdes 
9°2Gs 8°062 6°89¢ 2° poe g°cs2 2°982 8°LGZ S°8t2 $°992 Poo9g °°°°* Fsndny 
¥°L0E 6°062 ¢°80F o°st¢e 6°6L2 2° $92 G°6b2 Gite T°082 Sib re 2 tie a" Seek 
6°See S° Hse 2°O8S Pees G°6L2 9° She 6° Zee 4°S02 T°2S2 Obbpe , ‘tit a eecng 
6°Slh $°SS2 8°SSh L°Se L°982 8° Lb 9° Le 0°922 T°L82 Q°68c- 2. eh 
G°SOF S°Fa82 ees S°lP!e 5°9S2 T°¢ee2 T°Sve gueee Lace otgse. ike peidy 
L°098 Z°2us S°bes e°ess 6°0S2 0°0e2 2°LE2 6°Se2 T° pee O°PeS °°ce et’ YOLeR 
2°6SE S° age 0° ws L°90¢ G°2he T° p02 6 AT? Z°L61 T°t02 pote °°° Aawhaqed = 9F6T 
0°6FE (x) (x) (x) 0°eLe 2°02 9° $S2 6°02 PLES 9°762 % 2" * 2.06 Tae ono 
¢°SOPr g°0et G°LZe g°9S¢ T°2G2 S$°902 G° 28d - 6°Set ¥°1S2 T{LTS °°. 19 PG tee tenee 
S°0%¢2 6°86T 6°L8T $°S02 2°802 S° ELI 8°68T 8° POT 8°202 9°Z8T °9°°°° Spel. *ArmnUeS 
scoal Oh) Aba 4 238 0 : ‘ Vas c pooeos S56 T_{ Asenusl 


SoouUTACdd Seqeno » BTquin TO) a 
meee ot18 4 9 _ SeTIte otd oeqend}. sowtqytae 
frequen $138 3U0 pout rian Ay Apo tritedd #Q.U0 qeng 4taeW © VdVNVo sy IDLE REL TD 


“INGNGIAOH GATLONOLAV z Gqvad H1VSa@ 10M 


eee 


(OOL = 6861 - Ge6y ‘edetaay) 
VavNvo NI Sd'lvs Q@IVSATIOHM JO SHHGNON XHGNI ATHLNOA 


e- ise Limos T°9%2 
0° 262 S°S62 ¥°S32eS 
6°Sss o. LOS oa Vbe 
2°0¢ee L°ST¢ 0°9tS 
$°B8L2 8° v6) 9° 262 
S266 O°sd2e G°8L2 
6°ST?e 9° PO" 0°O0¢ 
0°882 9° 962 9° 62? 
$°90¢ b LoS G°TOS 
0°S 42 T°O82 8°682 
8°S92¢ $°09¢ Saccic 
T Los G°?ve So 
rhe L°L8¢ 1°92 
Use b°9S2 ey Re 
L°SO? 6°SS? O° rte 
L°T8t Seco 2°S8T 
SoOUTAOIg deqeno F 
uleqs0M OF489U0 — sout 4 Tae 


SOOUTAOIG 
W109 SOM 


v° 992 
0° She 
v°PS2 
6°LE2 
8°42 
0°0e¢ 
2° HOS 
Loses 
L° bee 
T°t2s 
6°Sh2 
L°8ee2 
2-192 
2°S6T 
0°94 


Coc CCummmncOLa 
Delo eee 292 
Sice 6° Leg 
Go oo bALOS 
Teclee woo ure 
Poovem = Orde 
e°sse = eae 
eros Leet 
Poli aGtee 
f°h92 = - 8° B62 
6°HSS = S° HEL 
2°S9l = 9° lz 
G°07 Io 6 9 *0ue 


8°O82 
L°%0E 
ieols 
O°LSE 
9° S62 
0°80 
£° Lis 
v° ZOE 
O°OvE 
L°S62 
O° ele 
6°22 
38°08 
o° Se 
G° ee 
T°4et 


VAVNVO 


BTQUMTOD 
yst4tid 


3° 982 
L°8%2 
9°80¢ 
L°O¢@?s 
6°62 
B° Les 
So OTe 
v2.05 
2° Lee 
S°682¢ 
$° C62 
O° S82 
o° 982 
2°6S2 
8°s86T 
OFLU 
$9 OUTAOIg 
WI94SOM 


(°8%2 PLOT 
6° 9S¢ 9°OT2 
0 2e T°Lée 
b°LS?S %°SO0¢ 
6° Oke 2° le 
L°S2e2 9° 802 
G°Se?¢ 8°68T 
£°98¢ @° 302 
9°ele 8°edT 
2° 602 8° 2dT 
0* £02 SLOT 
Le gre O°e6T 
o°b02 MEGS) 
T fet b°9FT 
6° 8hT “Tet 


SsoTIte 


a 


Se Le OE 


oT13\u0 


2°ele 
T°eo? 
6 602 
8°Se2e 
ose 
S°see 
8°L02 
G° Lee 
oso. 
6°O6T 


Aq 


oT1B4U0 


29qeng 


8°62 
= o5e¢ 
o° Ste 
8° 0? 
4° 86T 
Ge BOL 
8°86T 
L°69T 
reo 
o°8tl 
8*col 
Coeul 
S° Pel 
GOT 


MAVMCUVH 


Meanie Hoot) —eiagiios Gey EpeEe. EG Ce RL ERG? CD na eee eee 
Beate L° 82? gc 591 47? 1°92 O°sé6Tt L° vo? BS 9T L°OS2 6°Ri 


oeqend 


b° 802 
$°902 
£° 9S 
2° Ste 
6° 282 
G°89¢ 
6°6b2 
b° TE? 
8°SOe 
L°tLe 
8°62" 
L°86T 
v°80¢ 
T° vst 
£°StT 
L°SST 


soult4T1vy 


6°SS2 
6°SLe?) 
8° bbe 
6°SS2 
2°02? 
6°L2e 


SOUTYTIv 


mH 99e 
¥°6 be 
L°062 
2°L6e 
$°O82 
G° 262 
v°T82 
9° 982 
S° O02 
2°642 
B°Ss2 
0°8Se2 
S°S9¢ 
S°8e2 
O° SLT 
Uessi 
VaVNVO 


e°Se27e 
T*t22 
9° 202 
Lvte 
9°68T 
2° L81 
2° SLT 
6° vie 
L°S8t 
¥.S9T 


ooh 
VaYNVO 


° 


ec ATBNUBL = LPET 


° Jequeseq 
° JOQquUoAoN 
°° 18qQ0400 
aequeydeas 
eo°0 asn?ny 
Ane 
eune 
000000 Aan 
o Sips Ttady 

yore] 


e@ooood0 


oooaooo0d 


e000 


° AABNIQGET = OFBT 
°°° 2HeT SATenUuBL 


°°° OF6T *ATenUBe 
°°° GpeET *‘AABnuBe 


oo°0 


6 Xxenuelr 


yqUoH] pue isez 


ceoo AQeNUeL = LET 


o 


o 


° 


° 


° 


° 


° 


° Jequeleg 
° JTaquezoNn 
°° 21990900 

Jaqueqdeg 
eRe erally, 
cocoe Krnp 
eunr 
coos AgW 
eeee TTudy 
co 00 0 yoy 


©oooo°0 


ooo 


° Arsniged - 9F6T 
°e° 1HET *AtTenuee 
°°* goF6T SAacnuere 
"°° GpeT ‘Aasnuse 


©8060 sig 


‘xenusee 


uQUuOW pus avez 


SaLddoouo 
a 
~ GS6T ‘eduieay) 


VAVNVO NI SW1VS A 1IVSHIOHM JO SURUNON XYCNI ATHLNOW 


Lee b f POLATICAL SCIENCE 
t(NIVERSITY OF TORONTO 
Published by Authority of the HON. JAMES A. MacKINNON, M.Po, 
Minister of Trade and Commerce 
; DEPARTMENT Cl TRADE AND COMME i 

YAK 
DOMINION BUREAU OF STATISTILENIVERSITY SF TORONTO 

MERCHANDISING AND SERVICES STATIST OITIORL EADR Seg 

SURRA CALEB TPT. OF P@LITICAL ECORSeay 


Dominion Statistician: Herbert Marshall 
Director, Division of Census of Industry and Merchandising: W. H. Losee 
Chief, Merchandising and Services Statistics: A. Ceo \Steedman 


z fs 
BAROMEERICS FILE //" 
MONTHLY INDEXES OF WHOLESALE SALES IN CANADA, FEBRUARY, 1947 


Wholesale sales in Canada in February, 1947, advanced 1l per cent in dollar 
volume over those for February, 1946 but dropped slightly from the January level, ac- 
cording to statements received from 375 wholesalers representing nine lines of trade. 
The general unadjusted index for Canada (on the base, average for 1935-1939=100) stood 
at 232.5 for February, 1947, 210.4 for February, 1946, and 237.5 for January, 1947. 


The various economic regions of the country all shared in the increase over 
February a year ago. British Columbia wholesale sales registered the smallest increase 
at 7 per cent, followed by the Maritime Provinces with a gain of 8 per cent. Wholesale 
sales in the Prairie Provinces were 9 per cent above those for February last year, 
while Quebec and Ontario sales were up by 12 and 13 per cent respectively. 


Among the individual trades, footwear continued to show the largest increase 
in dollar volume of sales over last year with a gain of 26 per cent. Dry goods and 
clothing, whioh reported less substantial gains over last year in the month of Janue- 
ary than in preceeding months, registered increases of 20 per cent and 18 per cent 
respectively over the February, 1946 dollar volume. Sales of wholesale grocers were 
16 per cent above last February's level, while increases in other trades amounted to 
14 per cent for hardware, 12 per cent for automotive equipment, and 8 per cent for 
tobacco and confectionery. Drug wholesalers reported their sales volume to be 5 per 
cent below that for February last year, while wholesale cealers in fruits and vege~ 
tables indicated a drop of 8 per cent in the dollar volume of their sales. 


Wholesalers! stocks were valued 29 per cent higher at the end of February, 
1947, than at the same date last year. Increases were reported for all trades coming 
within the scope of the survey. Clothing and dry goods continued to record the 
largest increases over last year, at 52 per cent and 42 per cent respectively. Whole- 
sale grocers’ stocks were valued 41 per cent higher than at February 28, 1946, while 
the value of stocks on hand in the wholesale footwear trade was up 31 per cent. Other 
increases were as follows: automotive equipment, 27 ver cent; hardware, 25 per cent; 
fruits and vegetables, 15 per cent; tobacco and confectionery, 14 per cent; and drugs, 
10 per cent. 
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Percentage Changes in Wholesale Trade 
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January » February, 
1947 1947 February, 1947 
January, February, February, 
1946 1946 
Luboiotive Equipment ...cs:ssum) a) =hO ct) Des eMNIE> Lna Los Comme ey Gi emuine? 1c ann 
Maritimes and Quebec «<ococcces + 5.0 +211 
Ontario sctcecccsiooeceovcseso se + 5.3 +20 04 
Western Provinces ..ccoccsccaoee -13.5 - 0.8 
Drugs | seewsdst oeebeeween ree + 308 = 304 + 9.4 
Maritimes, Quebec and Ontario. +7058 - 3.5 
Western ProvinceS .cccccccccece + 9.4 - 3.3 
Quebec eccoceecccvcecscss0000000 +5304 +13.6 
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Maritimes and Quebec .eccco00e + 402 +1259 
OniGarralONe sre os 0's oc clc’sle'e + elo sure cto + 6.95 +38.35 
Western ProvinceS ..c.cccasccecn +2006 we hh) 
Fruits and Vegetables ....ccoee = 300 - 8.4 +15. 
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Preis lesi alae eres cere slolviclorsiels atcyoro +167 +1707 
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QUebDEC socccaosccosvesccecccccs +15.4 +16.8 
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Westerm ErOvanCes sls sicisictc slalelers +13.3 +11.6 
Tobacco and Gonfectionery ..... +10... 4+ 8.0 +141 
Maritimes and Quebec .ecccccoe +1051 +17.0 
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BAROMETRICS FILE ‘ (i) 4 
MONTHLY INDEXES OF WHOLESALE SALES IN CANADA, MARCH, 1947 


The dollar volume of wholesale sales during March, 1947 stood 10 per cent 
above that of March a year ago maintaining the steady margin above last year which 
wholesalers’ sales have held since the beginning of 1947. March sales were 11 per 
cent in excess of those for February. These figures are based on statements from 
580 wholesalers representing nine lines of trade. The unadjusted general index for 
Canada (on the base, 1935-1939 = 100) stood at 256.5 for March, 1947, 234,0 for 
March, 1946, and 231.7 for February, 1947. 


More variation in the increases for the various regions of the country was 
in evidence this month than last. The greatest gain over last year was recorded in 
British Columbia where wholesalers! sales were up 18 per cent. Sales in Quebec were 
12 per cent above last year, in the Maritimes the gain was 10 per cent and in the 
Prairies, 9 per cent. Wholesalers in Ontario registered an increase of only 5 per 
cent over March a year ago. 

Outstanding among the increases for individual trades was that recorded 
in sales of dry goods wholesalers which were 38 per cent higher than March, 1946. 
Hardware and grocery wholesalers! sales were up 17 and 15 per cent respectively, 
while clothing wholesalers reported a gain of 10 per cent. Sales in the footwear 
trade, which had been registering marked gains over last year for some months, re= 
corded an increase of only 3 per cent above last year in March. Tobacco and con- 
fectionery sales were 3 per cent higher also, while the automotive equipment trade 
reported an increase of only 1 per cent. Sales of drug wholesalers were 3 per cent 
below last year. Fruit and vegetable dealers continued to show dollar sales below 
last year's volume with a drop of 12 per cent in March. 


Stocks in the hands cf wholesalers at the end cf March, 1947 were valued 
33 per cent higher than at the same date last year. Dry goods wholesalers, with an 
increase of 66 per cent, and clething wholesalers, with a gain of 56 per cent, 
maintained the lead in increases over last year. Stocks of footwear wholesalers at 
the end of March were also 36 per cent higher in value than at March 31, 1946, 
while grocers’ stocks were up 34 per cent and those of dealers in automotive equip- 
ment, 32 per cent. Stocks of hardware wholesalers were 29 per cent in excess of 
last year with other trades registering increases as follows; fruits and vegetables, 
20 per cent; tobacco and confectionery, 16 per cent; and drugs, 14 per cent. 
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Percentage Changes in Wholesale Trade 


See Se 
Percentage Change, 1947 compared with 1946 
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af e INVENTORY 
February, March, Lear a 5 
1947 1947 date, 1947 March, 1947 
February,  Warch, Year-to- ~ Yarch, 1946 
1946 1946 saypeg ees 
Automotive Rquipment «.sscssseos + 8.5 EO ae * 1.6 432.4 
Maritimes and Quebec cecececece +2 Je. +13.9 
GaeeMmerso WA agnovccdaoonboosgGn +21.8 - 6.5 
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Pootwesrins se Viceen oun cece dueaternose +howes) +15. +35. 
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Dry .G0OdS moscecvcsvdecsesteaea itels0,.  shOOyelen 0 Me sn t7e. bse lois elie toca 
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Ontario sevvissien Mees cose wwe se +17.0 +14.4 
Western Provinces <.csscscccces +1160 ii mate oe 
Tobacco and Confectionery ..... + 709 + 2. + 6.7 +166 
Maritimes and Quebec ..csccooe i a a4 + 8.7 . 
OnE rd Oi ew siecle s oslo srs orsleleiciere) sels + 6.1 + 1.4 
Western ProvinceS scevssesseoe + 5.0 Cae | 
olesaie Trade - 
Maritimes seccarsscsessccesese + 8.9 +#10.1 
QUEKDES cessresvesadsvososssste +10.8 +12.4 
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EREeL TOSiere stele leleleleterc) etelereveiedeterere + 739 + 9,0 
British Columbia .eceescccccce Fi +1707 . 
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MONTHLY INDEXES OF WHOLESALE SALES IN CANADA, APRIL, 1947 


Wholesale sales in April this year exceeded by 13 per cent the dol- 
lar volume of sales in April. 1946 and were 5 per cent above March, 1947. 
These results are based on statements received from 388 of the larger whole= 
salers in Canada representing nine lines of trade. The wnadjusted general 
index stands at 268.6 for April, 1947, 238.3 for April, 1946 and 256.5 for 
March, 1947. Cumulative sales for the first four months of the year were 11 
per cent above those for the corresponding period of 1946. 


British Columbie and the Maritime Provinces registered the largest 
increases over 1946 with gains of 19 and 18 per cent respectively. Quebec 
sales were 16 per cent above April last year, while sales in Ontario were up 
12 per cent and in the Prairies, 8 per cent. 


Results by individual trades varied considerably from the overall 
gain of 13 per cent. Sales of dry goods wholesalers showed the greatest im- 
provement over April a year ago, the index (on the base, 1935 - 1939 = 100) 
rising from 193 to 281 for a gain of 46 per cent. An increase of 24 per cent 
in hardware sales over last year brought the index of sales in this trade to 
a new high of 347. Substantial increases of 18 and 17 per cent were recorded 
for the clothing and groceries trades, bringing the April indexes for these 
trades to 249 and 223 respectively. Sales in the automotive equipment trade 
rose 5 per cent above the already high volume of 1946, while wholesalers of 
tobacco and confectionery and drugs also reported increases of 5 per cent 
over last year. Sales of footwear wholesalers dropped 9 per cent from April, 
1946, reducing the index from 322 to 294, while sales of fruit and vegetable 
dealers were 11 per cent below last year's level with the index for April, 
1947 standing at 290. 


The value of wholesalers! stocks at the end of April, 1947 was 35 
per cent in excess of that at the same date last year. The greatest increases 
in value of stocks on hand compared with a year ago continued to appear in 
the dry goods, clothing and footwear trades which registered gains of 68, 58 
and 52 per cent respectively. Substantial increases in value of stocks on 
hand were reported by most other trades under review. The wholesale grocery 
trade had stocks valued 36 per cent higher than last year while stocks in the 
hardware trade were up 29 per cent, and in automotive equipment, 27 per cent. 
Dealers in fruits and vegetables and in tobacco and confectionery reported 
increases of 24 and 20 per cent respectively in the value of stocks on hand 
at the end of the month. Drug wholesalers reported a more moderate increase 
of 8 per cent in value of stocks on hand at the end of April this year com- 
pared with last. 
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MONTHLY INDEXES OF WHOLESALE SALES IN CANADA, MAY, 1947 


The dollar volume of wholesale sales in May, 1947 was 8 per cent 
higher than in May, 1946 and 4 per cent above April, 1947 according to 
statements received from 379 wholesalers in nine lines of trade. The gen- 
eral unadjusted index (on the base, average for 1935-1939=100) reached an 
all-time high in May at 280.8. This index compares with 259.8 for May, 
1946 and 268.8 for April, 1947. Sales for the year 1947 to date were 10 
per cent above those for the corresponding period of 1946. 


According to region, the greatest increase in sales over last 
year was recorded in Quebec where sales were 19 per cent higher in May this 
year than in May, 1946. Wholesalers in British Columbia reported an in- 
crease of 9 per cent over the already high level of last year and in On- 
tario, sales were up 8 per cent. A gain of 3 per cent in sales in the Mar- 
itime Provinces brought the index for that region to a new high for any 
month in recent years. Sales in the Prairie Provinces showed the smallest 
increase, being only 2 per cent above last year. 


Wholesalers in the dry goods, clothing and hardware trades con- 
tinued to record the largest increases in sales over 1946. The dollar vol- 
ume of sales in the dry goods trade was 36 per cent above that in May, 1946. 
Clothing sales registered a gain of 21 per cent in dollar volume over last 
year, while hardware sales were up 17 per cent. An increase of 5 per cent 
over May a year ago was reported by wholesalers of tobacco and confectione- 
ery, drugs, and groceries. Sales of automotive equipment wholesalers re- 
mained practically unchanged from last year, but the experience in the dif- 
ferent parts of the country divurged widely from the average. Automotive 
equipment wholesalers in the Maritimes and Quebec recorded an increase of 5 
per cent and in Ontario, of 15 per cent. In the Western provinces, how- 
ever, a 10 per cent drop in sales was reported by this trade. Sales of 
fruits and vegetables were still running below the 1946 level in May, when 
‘the dollar volume was 3 per cent less than in the same month last year. 

The Maritimes and Quebec, however, had sales 6 per cent higher than last 
year, with sales in Ontario and the west offsetting this gain by decreases 
of 4 and 6 per cent respectively. 


Stocks on hand at the end of May, 1947 were valued 38 per cent 
higher than at the same date a year ago. The dry goods, clothing and foot- 
wear trades still show the largest increases over last year in value of 
stocks on hand. Stocks held by dry goods wholesalers were 62 per cent 
higher than at the end of May last year. Clothing wholesalers reported a 
gain of 60 per cent in value of stocks on hand, while stocks held by foot- 
wear wholesalers were 55 per cent higher than a year ago. Substantial in- 
creases, ranging from 38 to 33 per cent, were also reported by wholesalers 
of hardware, fruits and vegetables, automotive equipment and groceries. 
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Percentage Changes in Wholesale Trade 
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Percentage Change, 1947 Compared With 1946 


Sales 
(T) Z Year-to- INVENTORY 
April May , date, 1947 | 
1947 1947 Vouretose May, 1947 
April May , date, 1946 May, 1946 
1946 1946 ; 
Automotive Equipment cooccococe + 400 ago. + 004 +3607 
Maritimes and Quebec ...0cc.000 +2260 + 5.4 
OnGardal sictc slcvovelela cic cis sieislotsielelcre + 5.8 +15.0 
Western Provinces! <cctecss cloe oe « = 2.0 -10.2 
DIUgeivyscdule satel de aintee te se eteeeee nO cOme foe + 1.8 7 +l s oe 
Maritimes, Quebec and Ontario. + 6.0 + 5.8 
Western Provinces ssocoscescse + 4,2 + 3.8 
GUOCHINE ig Ws guise vate eset ge a Ue Cn Ge " #Olee +1465 +5908 
Quebec ssc cree vc 1a's Sle ciclolcla otolelelole +33 .0 wratl Bs 
Ontario and Western Provinces. co Mate +16.6 
RGOtWEET “a vince @ o.caie seleenetue suv ne Eee Ur EY + 5.8 +546 
Maritimes and Quebec .occoccce = Tel - 3.6 
Ontario and Western Provinces. = 9,5 = 502 
Dry GC0OdS%. och siclls etlesedeldelte dal utTooee +3508 +29.8 +60 ..4 
Maritimes and Quebec .occoov0e +46.5 +396 : 
CONICET! Grecroue cle: cucre seta ieletarelsteletate +494 433.1 
Western Provinces ..ccceccecocce +38 .8 435.23 
Fruite and Vegetables wyaece.8 =LUsol wat |) e=ncnON mmm = 7.9 +376 
Maritimes and Quebec ...c.0ce000 -12.4 + 5.5 
ONG AT LOY gratis: aisle telaiancie ciel. ie stare ea - 9.4 - 4.0 
Western Provinces .oocecvccnecve -11.3 - 5.9 
(GEOCETLGE Ws ots oe cuinlsia sacs aloes 1 Ph Goan + 5. irks +1éoe +320 
MEL IsAnts AES lovoro idle lave lclel «| ckcletalersietare +2610 cat Cie 
QuUEDEGH is civv vse cic wy so lale ere eee o% +1006 +12 04 
OniGAr O's cle clo del obstarercis ciotererctsielote +20.9 $0763 
EV eh GSitere oorenvelstatcrsatcrerloevere ate + 9.4 - 0.2 
British C Olumbaagmcrarcre eters srelelotane +22.0 + 4.3 
Hardware saccceoceddccevsleacdes FO4s00% | = wb G4 ueln Semin og Og ole tm tues sO. Cen 
MeN ahGLMeS) co alelctetolciete sia chere orererarots +25.8 +13.8 
Quebec: wesvccceccscvccavsss coe tise To cee 
OriGene, atslaisiaere uteletarals wre taterr ts +18.2 +16.8 
Western Provinces -ccctecccscco +30.7 +16.0 
Tobacco and Confectionery coooo + 409 + 504 + 5.9" ci Si +oe, OMe 
Maritimes and Quebec ..coccco0e +18.9 414.62 
Ontario "ec oils a's le vale awisieo'es a7 + 4.7 +435 
Western Provinces soccooxv0000e - 0.7 +°2..9 
Wholesale Trade =|... oS) Ie on el OTN ae a 
MArLUAMes Ve cic s.01/nto oslo wie seit re ae +19.35 + So2 
Quebec! s vere od ae ofpleeere creed ory 6 se +1524 +18.5 
OM CAI Oral! eietol tel protec torercroletotototerers Le tere) a thats 
PrairLesi ose sieve fies ate stele cleleleie ¢ + 7.8 + 2.3 
British Columbia) yay docs siesta ee +18.1 + 8.9 
CANADA -s cvs oo cs.op veuieie sown d 412.7 <2 Be. + 9.9 +37 6 


(15 Revised. 


(2) Preliminary. 
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MONTHLY INDEXES OF WHOLESAIE SALES IN CANADA, JUNE, 1947 
Wholesale sales in June, 1947 increased 11 per cent in dollar 
volume over June, 1946 but were 5 per cent below the dollar volume in 
May, 1947. These figures are based on statements received from 385 
wholesalers representing nine lines of trade. The general unadjusted 
index (on the base, average for 1935-1939 = 100) stood at 267.6 for 
June, 1947, 241.5 for June, 1946 and 280.6 for May, 1947, Dollar vol- 
ume of wholesale sales for the first six months of 1947 was 10 per cent 
higher than in the corresponding period of 1946. 


All regions of the country recorded increases in wholesale sales 
over June, 1946, with British Columbia and Quebec recording the largest 
gains of 18 per cent. Sales in Ontario were 12 per cent higher than last 
year while the Maritime Provinces showed an increase of 6 per cent and 
the Prairies, 3 per cent. 


The dry goods trade again reported the greatest increase with 
Sales 25 per cent higher than in June last year. This increase, however, 
was less than those recorded for this trade in the past three months. 
Sales in the grocery trade were 18 per cent above June, 1946, while the 
clothing and hardware trades followed with increases of 17 and 12 per 
cent respectively. Sales in the automotive equipment and drugs trades 
were 8 per cent in excess of those for the same month last year. <A lesser 
gain of 3 per cent was recorded by footwear wholesalers, while fruit and 
vegetable dealers' sales continued below last year's level with a drop of 
5 per cent below June, 1946. 


Stocks on hand at’ the end of June, 1947 were valued 37 per cent 
higher than those held at the same date a year ago. Wholesalers of clothing 
and footwear, with increases of 67 and 54 per cent respectively, continued 
to show the greatest increases in value of stock on hand compared with last 
year. The automotive equipment trade and dry goods trade followed closely 
with stocks valued 53 and 49 per cent higher than at the end of June, 1946. 
Hardware and grocery wholesalers also recorded substantial increases, stocks 
in these trades being 38 per cent higher in value than at the end of June, 

a year ago. The tobacco and confectionery and drugs trades reported more 
moderate gains of 12 and 10 per cent, while stocks held by fruit and vegetable 
wholesalers were valued 4 per cent lower than at the same date last year. 
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Percentage Changes in Wholesale Trade 


a Grate: 1947 come With 1946 


Sales 
eH (2 Year-to- INVENTORY 
May , June, date, 1947 
1947 1947 Year-to- June, 1947 
May, June, date, 1946 June, 1946 
1946 1946 
Automotive Equipment......ese+e + Owl + 7.7 + 1.6 +55 .0 
Maritimes and Quebee..s.ssecess + 5.4 +10.0 
Oni aaelOigmreeve che aceieccucrevsnc ehorale atakexe +14.5 +14,0 
Western PrOVUNe 6S crpeececsverete sree = 9a9 + 0.2 
Farge een NE, ROR TERR RRL SOE PUTO + 2.7 +10.2 
Maritimes, Quebec and Ontario. + 5.7 +10.1 
Western -PYOVANGES ale eles stele sletate + 3.8 + 1.2 
ClObhive.. chudpliedy gage sissy ano +1648. balay on ui uetlD 2 Oey oh aoe 
QUEDECE + dei oe aiaie Gu ae siehniels ate .e enue +27.6 +42.4 
Ontario and Western Provinces. 422.3 + 3.7 
POGLWOOT cts oka cidinca yb sree a Meio ce aeerien anc 4 620 + 5.1 +53.8 
Maritimes, and QuebeC ...0 000s ~ 3.6 + 6.6 
Ontario and Western Provinces. ~ 8.5 + 0.5 
Pry Coodse uns Uadbids damien onan oe oo ee +25 Ce a +#28.8 +4825 
Maritimes and QuebeCe. «00000 439.3 +30.8 
Grit ArT ake er <Aseleis ace achow me ale wen! orerete +331 420.9 
Western Provinces....cccscecece +33.5 +11.9 
Fruits and Vegetables.....ses0e. - O08 ~- 4.6 es - 4.0 
Maritimes, and Quebec. .<aece cae + 5.4 - 3.4 
OVE Ie O aon aiale aie ols xeilarttansiaretiererererele - 4,0 = Oeal: 
_Western Provinces...cessesccee -~ 6.0 ere 
GPOCET LOS) aps cine dole Gud spies nin on ieee one oe ee all +14,d), A pleee, rooeoe 
MardGAmes, cits 5 cess ovsinakeots sieceieale Sead +10.1 
ENS IG Chalenetele! eyelaterel caeitecene iexoleve ove ciate + 8.3 +26.5 
OYA CE | lpi iaisls late eencawlsabiits © tele eoueee tT ate 419.3 
PLAUCIGS. ce op ails sialete eye ee niaaies + 0.8 +11.8 
_British Columbia. ...eccccseore + 4.3 +27.7 
Havdward..t vr Lach bs oe aie Oe ae Ee eee a. Se +17.3 +38.1 
Max UG IMCS o's inpie-wrosie © Auk eye eeane iiaky +13,8 tomy ere 
OWE DOC sus cerstehetete ceva betniobeusePeretauet evens +21.4 +12.0 
IPTE WL LO9. 0 ate eh eie\'ece sone rig aveie"s eae eeeete +16.9 +19.6 
Western Provinces. sevsinw sac ales +16.0 +946 
Tobacco and Gontecti onery .sa6.«lu! Ae Ui book Bae + 6.1 +11.7 
Maritimes and Quebec.cecsscooee 412.1 +13.7 
KF CLT Lh gle 3 e.g ie miuece ‘sw sevmiat bon un ene cava ae + Ded + 4.2 
Western IPTOVITICES oe wistetclete «lele ers + 4.9 + 5.4 
Wholesale Trade - 
MSIL WING Gs ous) ecesbme siteakiecuiiiaie erate te + 3.4 + 5.7 
UCD ECs ciclo law 6 ein aus\oiete one eeleha sie che +16.4 $17.7 
MUNI MO! ne ake ale lohare olelere Siionetetenerehete ro VLR, +11.9 
PEEL Ik © Siaie-e oe le ei lela ala hel sua aloe + 209 + 2.9 
Bes tien, Columbo La, 54 ets oscroletels ets + 8.8 +18.3 
CAR ADIN stares sy teratae atom o's ols al + 8.0 +10.8 +10.1 +3665 


(1) Revised. 


(2) Preliminary. 
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MONTHLY INDEXES OF WHOLESALE SALES IN CANADA, JULY, 1947 


Dollar volume of wholesale sales in July, 1947, was 10 per 
cent higher than in July, 1946 and 2 per cent above the June, 1947 
volume according to statements received from 372 wholesalers represent- 
ing nine lines of trade. The general’ unadjusted index (on the base, 
93a = 1939 = 100) stood at 274.5 for July 1947, 249.5 for July 1946 
and 268.3 for June 1947. Sales in the first seven months of 1947 
exceeded those in the corresponding period of 1946 by 10 per cent. 


According to regions, British Columbia registered the largest 
increase in wholesale sales volume over last year with a gain of 16 
per cent. Ontario and Quebec followed with increases of 11 per cent. 
Sales in the Maritime Provinces were 8 per cent above July 1946, while 
in the Prairie Provinces, there was an increase in dollar volume of 7 
per cent. 


Increase in sales in the wholesale footwear trade led other 
trades with a gain of 22 per cent, the largest increase over last year 
that has been shown by this trade for several months. Sales of whole- 
sale grocers recorded the next largest increase over last year, being 
up 18 per cent. Clothing and dry goods wholesalers reported increases 
of 13 and 11 per cent respectively, while hardware and automotive whole- 
salers both registered gains in dollar volume of sales of 10 per cent 
over July 1946. Sales of wholesale druggists were up 9 per cent and of 
dealers in tobacco and confectionery, 8 per cent. Fruit and vegetable 
wholesalers' sales continued below the 1946 level by 3 per cent. 


Stocks in the hands of wholesalers at the end of July 1947 were 
valued 34 per cent higher than at the same date in 1946. The automotive 
equipment, dry goods, clothing and footwear trades continued to show the 
greatest increase in value of stocks on hand compared with last year. 
Increases were reported as follows: automotive equipment, 56 per cent; 
dry goods, 53 per cent; footwear, 46 per cent; and clothing, 43 per cent. 
Hardware and grocery wholesalers! stocks also showed substantial increases 
in value of stocks over last year with gains of 34 and 31 per cent respect- 
ively. Stocks held by wholesalers of tobacco and confectionery were up 
25 per cent, by drug wholesalers, 10 per cent, while a gain of 3 per cent 
was recorded by fruit and vegetable dealers. 
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Sales 
(a) (2) Year-to- INVENTORY 
June, pqaelivas date, 1947 
1947 1947 vear-~-to- July, 1947 
June, Duly). date, 1946 July, 1946 
1946 1946 
Automotive Bquipment..ccsccooe + Sol +102 + 2.9 +55.7 
Maritimes aiid) Quebec... «ees. + &.9 te eto 
ONbATLO. coserceceserrcveseces 415.7 +22 .4 
Western Provinces. oocsscececce + es +29 
Drage. . ame lg Sibictsitia Hlaa per ie O + 9.3 + 3.7 + 9.8 
Maritimes, Quebec and Ontario +10.5 EIS 
Western Provinceeia. 6 tiastec cers + 1.2 +10.0 =a 
Clothing. 4 tamcton 5 ven dente ee ory ee +153 +1457) on tee 
QUODEC Aerstelatoisia otbicie c%evetatetete eres #42..4 4351.6 
Ontario and Western Provinces + 2.9 + 3,0 
POOtWe ar pain com ete siete oan lemme ee Tae S #21.6 POSS Sail +46,4 
Maritimes and sQue bees ca. de + 6.6 4+24.8 
Ontario and Western Provinces + 0.9 +18.0 
BLY, QOOdS a aeimaselierecaneeawes aaeo +10.6 +26 .5 +55.9 
Maritimes and QuebeC....sccce +30.8 cers 
GUE APLO:. sete eiete.ele love ecve ptoloe terete +20.8 + 9.3 
WesSternrProv ince's Naw «wists cove +11.9 +16.0 
Fruits and foesea ee a ~ 4.0 =so.5 - 6.5 + 3.3 
Maritimes and Quebec..... saeeeiane = 1.0 - 7.9 
OTTDET TG ilenie to etela wie ola adialiere oe aes - 0.1 - 0.4 
Western Provinces....eccacocee = ot - 2.8 
Grocer lesiti.s cvigwiciic Seiwa aloe +1765 +14.6 $31.3 
MATL LING Hine s:6,eieleve « aule te otalle «teva + 8,8 +10.8 
QC DOG eto yaretaratetiets sucnole we atekeeret sere +296 +21,8 
OnCa Gd Ocsisie wiecmoeteta = siete aes Atanas +19.4 (x) 
ERAT CSc aie ose os ae a ateatc ate 411.5 +16.7 
British COMI AS een aie BSG ees +27..7 #26.6 
Hardwareccins wake ee ocala eee +10.4 $16.3 $35.7 
Mar 1424 nema dle saetaveearan ent + 7,93 +166 
RUC DEC. ic iettiere ectt aa oa eteneeislatee a 412.0 + 8.9 
ONC AT EO otal ali tere ips eccutstate ehecaucle +190 +17.7 
Western PPOVINCES..ocesevccee + 9,8 + 7.2 
Tobacco and Confectionery...ve + 6.8 + 7.9 + 6.4 +24.8 
Maritimes and QuebeC..cocecsce 413.7 +18.9 
CUCL Ga, ates co lcaeersne herein: outs + 4.5 + 5.6 
Western) PROV VICES tices sh oiler. + Do 7 + 5.4 
Wholesale Trade - 
DPA TUT MOO rateteiepicerite exc etacetsis ee + Oe. aes 
PUCh GCs sate mis Glee oe ae peat eee +18,7 +10,8 
Exeketsb ener ys tae poe Pas oy ar ea ere +11,0 
CAMEL SS eters ore. sae ciete a se eee + 258 + 7,0 
Brivion’ COM last amtars & cccnee +18.,1 +15.8 
ROADIE: s stators ace cael eters ate ate +11.1 +10.1 410.1 +34.0 
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a WHOLESALE SALES 
PG weal ol ee ie a erg 
POLITICAL ECONOM August, 1947 


meas 


Smaller gain--4%--over 1946 wholesale sales than.in previcus months 

Dollar volume of wholesale sales in August, 1947 was 4% higher than 
in August, 1946, and 2% below July, 1947 according to statements received 
from 579 wholesalers representing nine lines of trade. The general unad-= 
justed index (on the base, average for 1935-1939=100) stood at 270.1 for 
August, 1947, 260.2 for August, 1946, and 276.0 for July, 1947. Sales for 
the eight months from January to August, 1947 were 9% in excess of those 
made in the corresponding period of 1946. 


Wholesale apparel sales fall below 1946 levels 

The most striking movement in wholesale sales volume during August 
was the recession in clothing and footwear sales which fell off 2% and 1% 
respectively from August, 1946. Sales in these wholesale trades from 
January to August stood at 12% and 5% respectively above 1946 figures for 
the same period. 


Wholesale automotive equipment, dry goods, grocery volume firm 

Of the 9 trades covered, the 13% rise in automotive equipment sales 
during August was the only gain which exceeded January-August cumulative 
gainse Dry goods and grocery wholesalers’ volume held firm at 11 and 10% 
increases respectively. 


August sales in other wholesale trades, as compared to August a year 
ago, were as follows:= 

Hardware + 2% Drug - 4% 

Tobacco and confectionery + 1% Fruits and Vegetables = 7% 


Inventory increases similar to preceding months of 1947 

At the end of August wholesalers’ inventories were valued 37% higher 
than at the same date of last year. These increases were distributed as 
follows: = 


Automotive equipment’  +69% Footwear +36% 
Dry goods +65% Grocery +507 
Clothing +55% Drugs + 8% 
Hardware +40% Tobacco and confectionery + 7% 


Fruits and vegetables + 4% 


These percentage changes apply to the differences in value of whole= 
salers' inventories at August 31, 1947 as compared to August 31, 1946. 


Wholesalers! sales in British Columbia during August showed a larger 
gain over August, 1946=-9%--than those in the other economic areas. From 
west to east increases were Prairies, 1%; Ontario, 4%; Quebec, 6%3 and the 


Maritimes, 4%. Year's Subscription, $1.00 


Single Copies, olO 


percentage ‘Changes in Wholesale Trade 


een eae ee 1947 aera with 1946 


Sales Z 
ars) (2) January to INVENTORY 
July » August, fugust, 1947 
1947 1947 _ “January to August, 1947 
july, August, Aueust, 1946 August, 1946 
: Pr 1946 1946 PAE dees 
Automotive Equipment..occccoccce + 900 +12.6 + 3.9 +68.7 
Maritimes and QuebeGso. 0.0000 + Oo +16.5 
ONEALLO. cccodccococsc0000000008 #211 +1507 
Western Provinces. ..ccccscov0e + 2.9 + 8.7 
TIPUGEs Gas loa Gok de oak afar SEVER TOSS Nae Geo + 2.7 + 852 
Maritimes, Quebec and Ontario. + 9.0 = 6.8 
Western Provinces. .oossscos000 410.0 +ieo0 
GLOthiN esa atseceo bes ss bwe dened 414.8 = 2.0 #1209 +5900 
QUEDEC.5-0cc0co0000e0000080000 431.6 eal 
Ontario and Western Provinces. + 5.7 = Bod 
WOOLWEBS A) an aoe ee bolts oe tube ae ehloee = ed ot + 4.8 +5664 
Maritimes and Quebee...cce00000 +248 432 02 
_Ontario and Western Provinces. + 4.6 =e low 
TIL, GOOdS aw « cie-+ okies oa Geeaes coat lecOe see ieO “6.). ain beet4s Op uee Gabe bos ome 
Maritimes and QuebeCocecooccce 411.5 + 7.7 , 
CNGATI Ow ac cama dtc Saw siclcieomece +12.6 +1709 
western Provinces..scac.vcn000 414.3 + 5,8 
Fruits and yeaetables......s000 - Bom = 68 = 7.0 7 eee 
Maritimes and Quebees.ovccosce = 6.9 - 4.1 
(NtaLPLO>s 664 vio owe bo once shox aes - lol = 0.2 
Western I PYPOVANCES s+ oco02%20000 = Sol -12.9 
Groceries. EC URR ETS TTY SOP ETO 49.7 #1452 42907 
CENTS PNAS Mie ni +10.8 + 5.6 
QUeKEC osccccecccccvcoescosecoe +215 + 4.0 
Ontardie + ope ae eldw ie sen wince +20.6 + Sol 
PratrsGsi,.c soe mole a coetc oie orcroee.o +16.7 +15.,8 
british Columbia. atone Gearon +26.6 +196 
Hardware. ee a ae #10,2 #108 14.3 +40.3 
Mar LGA MG Gicts stile oralscr0lo/a ciaic/olaiote ele + 8,5 + 4,8 
QUebeC. oe scsieccccrecocevasooece + 9,8 +12.4 
ON TAT? Garces crots HCD KDD07E2O0ODCCD00 417.7 + Ae 
Western Provinces..os.cccvsooe + 7.2 # 4.4 
Povacco and Confectioneryccscoo + 708 + 1.0 + 5.7 + 7.2 
Maritimes and Quebec. .coecococe 417.8 411.0 
OND ATIO uincls tome co ce cate poo oes +.5.7 + 1.2 
Western ProvinceS..ec00c02000000 + 5.3 =» 3,0 
Wholesale Trade - 
Maritimes, csenccacccce0007 0009 + 7.1 + 4.2 
QUEDEC oss ccceeces2000000080000 411.6 + 6.1 
OubAlL Os soceis spree meee conor an +12.4 + 3.6 
PY Ly 16 Bialcn oo ol ctvercs sarcomere oo + Vel + 0.6 
British Columbia. . ceoecersoeso +15.4 + 8,5 
CANADA G2 sass ete Wee an ob cbiaaety +10.7 + 3.8 + 904 +36.9 
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D=PT. OF periate SALES 
POLITICAL ECONOMY September, 1947 


1#% September Increase Offsets Smaller August Gain 

Following the relatively small increase of 4% in August dollar 
volume of wholesale sales, the September index climbed 17% above that 
for September 1946. ‘The general index of wholesales sales, based on 
returns from 388 wholesalers in 9 lines of trade and unadjusted for 
seasonal factors, stood at 304.4 in September 1947 and at 259.5 in the 
Same month of 1946. (on the basis, average for 1935-1939=100}, 

Cumulative sales for the first nine months were lifted to 10% 

above the same months of 1946 by the large September gain from the 
January=-August figure of 9%, 

As in the preceding months of 1947, the wholesale sales index 
for British Columbia gained more than those in the other provinces== 
24%. Other regions showed increases as follows:- Maritimes, 18%: 
Quebec, 21%; ontario, 17% and the Prairies, 12%, 


Wholesale Fruit and Vegetable Sales Up for First Time This Year 

- Dealers in fruits and vegetables reported an increase over the 
high volume in 1946 for the first time this year in September when sales 
rose 1.4%. The sales index for this trade now stands at 305.3 (compare 
the general wholesale index - 304.4 and the wholesale grocery index = 


274.8). 


Largest Gains in Dry Goods, Automotive Equipment and Groceries Trades 
. - AS compared with a year ago, September sales of wholesale dry 
goods rose 31%; automotive equipment 25% and groceries 23%. Indexes for 
these trades were at an all time high in September having reached 303.0, 
485.3 and 274.8 respectively. These indexes bring out the relative ex- 

pansion of the trades since the base period. 


Wholesale Clothing Sales Lag 

While September figures in the above trade were only 3% above 1946 
as compared to the January-September increase of 11%, footwear sales showed 
greater activity and in September rose 12% as compared to the cumulative O= 
month gain of 6%. 

Maintaining the cumulative gain in earlier months, sales volume of 
wholesale hardware rose 21% above September 1946, Smaller gains of 6% and 
11% were recorded for drugs and the tobacco and confectionery trade. 


Little Change in Stock Trends - Increases Maintained 


By September S0th, 1947, wholesale stocks in the 9 trades covered 
were valued 33% above the same date of 1946. In detail, the increases were := 


Automotive equipment +70% Footwear +35% Pruits & Vegetables +12% 
Dry goods +65% Groceries +22% Drugs +10% 
Hardware +38% Clothing +184 Tobacco & Confectionery + 9% 
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Percentage Changes in Wholesale Trade 


Percentage Change, 1947 Compared with 1946 
iy Sales 
Wes (2) January to INVENTORY 
August September Sept, 1947 
1947 1947 January to September, 1947 
August September Sept. 1946 September, 1946 
1946 1946 
Automotive Equipment..csscssses 1006 +2522 + 6.7 #7021 
Maritimes and QuebeCeoosccccece +234 +32 06 
ONG AGT Of ec elaleicie olslolal sister setels (ols ictere +15 .0 +331 
Western ProvinceSsccccccccssce + 8.2 +17 02 
USS Oh redo cu cacaacos cepaceu ce, <a L ue hc Cpe i> 0) ene a 
Maritimes, Quebec and Ontario. - 6-1 + 6.6 
Western ProvinCess ce. <iscceue oo + 2.9 + 4.3 
Globiitig.es ce psavsssecceoescare —10s9 piu) hser Cul pss cesta 
QUE DEC se cececcccecsccres50e000 se heal. + 0.1 
Ontario and Western Provinces. = 0,9 + 4.9 
POOUWOAY sis bc ae cela 66 Cameleon eee eile +1500 + 6.5 434.5 J 
Maritimes and QuebeC.ccccecece #32.2 ° +1723 
Ontario and Western Provinces » -13.3 + 832 
NEV CO0dG.s 46 hess de ce nomic eee eee ed 430,59 +259..0 465.5 
Maritimes and QuebeC.-..cececoe + 6.1 +33 ..2 
ONEATLO. 00e0000000020000050008 $17.9 431.9 
Western ProvincesS.<.<escesccoe + 5.8 +24.8 
Fruits and VegetableSecccooocce = O09 $1.4 = Del 411.7 
Maritimes and Quebet..ococcece = 4.1 + 307 
ONT AI 1/O's oie clei e/a! e/e7e, shalesalaicio co alc) elie = 0.2 + 9.2 
Western PLOVANCOSe.eccecssocce =12.6 - 4,35 
GLOCCTLOSs vavcsccccccactcacecea #957 — ede O MG Mee oenS ¥o1.6 
Maritimes cesscocccccaencccosess + 6.1 421.6 
QUE DEC. coccsvesccscccv0ccc0008 + 4.0 +26.,0 
Onbaridseccccescvcer0000000000 + Sel 417.3 
PYALLLESis. ecole sarataidle v6, nia ere arent elena +154 +25 4 
British Columbia.oecccvcovcce 419.6 +297 
HAT OWT Gsasw ui aeieis clemswiitte lene east File ani pihcln aera +LDs1 . | “ite oe an 
Maritimes..ccsocceccsccs0000000 + 4,8 #259 
OUSDECsalene seeaeeencets seae et #1250 $23.8 
ONCALA Oss viscts sic 0 «outa sere s seein ee + 4,7 +270 
Western ProvincesS...csccecsoocce = 4.4 +1722 
Tobacco and Confectionery sooo00 
Maritimes and QuebeCcoccoccvce 411.5 +18.7 
ONGATI OS ssce suey 64s ue 68> ote 14 = 0.8 + 8.2 
Western Prova NCCSiks. cleluicclels eels = 3.0 + 9.5 
Wholesale, Trades wn wh 11. reo © Leeson 
Maritimes. .divcsicesvscccsweseces + 4,8 418,2 
QUEDED. cocescccccrcccrccecese0 + 5.9 +208 
MOWU Ts © o1e51e atone sie 6 ote Giore molereretate + 3,4 1 od 
Praivs Ooh Wes dels els eiela ere uso wie + 0,7 +119 
British Columbiaccssesccoeevce + 8,1 +25 9 
CANADA ne. se'slt ate cet ale ss pe 6 Sereate + 3,8 +17 03 +1035 +326 
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| DEPT. OF , Se aa 
POLITICAL ECONOMY WHOLESALE TraDE 
October, 1947 


Wholesale Sales Volume Still Climbing 


Dollar volume of wholesale sales in October, 1947 was 18% above the 
volume for October, 1946 and up 8% from the September, 1947 level. The gen- 
eral unadjusted index (on the base, average for 1935-1959 = 100), as compiled 
from returns submitted by 594 wholesalers in 9 lines of trade, stood at 325.5 
for October, 1947, 301.7 for September, 1947, and 276,8 for October, 1946, 


Cumulative sales for the year to date rose another point in October 
bringing the dollar sales for the first ten months of 1947 to a point 11% 
above those for the corresponding period last year. 


The October gain of 24% in British Columbia over October, 1946 was 
only slightly higher than those registered in Ontario (23%) and the Maritimes 
(22%). Quebec sales were up 17% while, in the Prairies, an increase of 7% 
was recorded. 


Footwear Sales Advance 


Footwear sales increased 22% in October compared with a cumulative 
gain of only 8% for the year to date. Clothing and dry goods sales, on the 


other hand, registered increases of 22% and: 8% respectively compared with 25% 
and 11% for the year to date. 


Major Gain in Grocery Sales 


Largest increase was recorded for grocery wholesalers who showed an 
increase over October, 1946 in dollar volume of sales of 29%. Sales of hard- 
ware and automotive equipment wholesalers also continued to advance to points 
21% and 18% respectively above the October, 1946 level. Gains of 7% and 8% 
were reported by wholesalers of drugs and of tobacco and confectionery, while 
fruit and vegetable dealers! sales, after showing a slight increase over last 
year in September, again dropped 4% below last year's volume. 


Inventory Values Increase 


Substantial increases in value of stocks on hand at the end of Octo- 
ber were recorded by all 9 trades, resulting in an overall gain of 29%. Out» 
standing increases were those reported in the dry goods trade (60%), automo- 
tive equipment (54%), hardware, clothing and footwear (37%, 32% and 31% 
respectively). 
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Percentage Changes in Wholesale Trade 


—— Sales 
rae) aw (2) INVENTORY 
Sept. Oct. REM 
1947 1947 Oct. 1947 October 1947 
Sept. Oct. LOE ae October ,1946 
1946 1946 TO 
Automotive Bquipment .ccc..c.s. 64.8 +L oo + 7.8 +541 
Maritimes and Quebec «.coeccoce +52 00 dL Oe 
On Garon. eleteies el alalrat ECaretonciore +3003 +28.0 
western Provinces as WS ORERC cull (ore, ar Ee 
THURS vs Oko oie HRI Soh Cie ee OR aoe + 3.6 ees 
Maritimes, Quebec and Onearies + 6.5 or B58, 
HeSibernter Ov LACES ele aie sccm ur orcters ae atti vp (Olas) 
WiLL eee wee Pees ee or + 8.0 +11.4 reoWar 
GUEDO Cie. = Galerie o 0.5 Sire e oom ole aerate ~ 0.4 206 
Cntario and Western padutueed. seth estes alk S)o ts 
MOO GWE RI is ab poe a «eee Ve lO) Boe +350.8 
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Seasonal Decline in Sales from October 


Dollar volume of wholesale i in November fell off 9% from the 
October level but were 16% above sales in November, 1946 according to state- 
ments submitted by 388 wholesalers in “9 lines of trade. The general unad= 
justed index (on the base, a average for 1935-1939=100) stood at 297.1 for No= 
vember, 1947, 5325.2 for October, 1947, and 257.2 for November, 1946, Cumu~ 
lative sales for the eleven months of 1947 were 12% higher than those for 


the corresponding period of 1946, 


British Columbia continued to record the greatest gain over 1946 


&é 


with an increase of 23%, Ontario and Quebec sales were Upedy ear 18% res= 
pectively, while sales in the Maritimes increased 13% and in the Prairies, 


10%. 


Sales in Most Lines Firm 


ae 


Dollar sales in the automotive equipment trade advanced 29% over 


November, 1946, with the cumulative sales for the year to date being 10% 


above those for the previous year. Grocery, hardware and dry goods sales 


were 25, 21, and 20% respectively higher than in November, 1946. Sales 


Pe gs 
OL 


tobacco and confectionery were up 5, while the clothing trade registered 


a gain of 3%. 


Footwear Sales Drop 


es 
of November, 1946, while a small decline of 2% was also reported by drug 


of footwear wholesalers dropped 5% below the dollar volume 


wholesalers. Sales of fruit and vegetable dealers, which have been below 
the 1946 level almost continuously since the beginning of the year, pulled 
up slightly in November with the dollar volume 1% above that for November a 


year ago. 


Inventories 


ee 


Vholesalers' inventories were valued 25% higher at the end of 
vember, 1947 than at the same date in 1946. Largest increases in stocks 


No-= 


on 


hand at the end of November, 1947 compared with November, 1946 were reported 


by the automotive equipment trade (48%), dry goods trade (47%), footwear 


trade (33%), and hardware (28%), Stocks held by grocery and fruit and vege= 


table wholesalers were 20% and 13% respectively above November, 1946. 
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Percentage Changes in Wholesale Trade 


i>) 
a iE 


eS 


a en ee 


INVENTORY 
Jan.-to= 
Nove ,1947 November, 1947 


Jane =to= November, 1946 
Nove ,1946 
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December Increase se 138%, Close to 12h Increase for 1947/1946 
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December, 1947 sales of 365 wholesalers in nine lines of trade 
were 13% above the dollar volume of December, 1946 but dropped 15% from 
the November, 1947 volume. The general unadjusted index (on the base, 
average for 1935-1939=100) stood at 251.8 for December, 1947, 222.2 for 
December, 1946, and 295.0 for November, 1947. Total sales for the year 
1947 exceeded the 1946 volume by 12%. 


According to regions, British Columbia with an increase of 18% 
and Ontaric with sales up 17% had the greatest gains in dollar volume of 
business when compared with December, 1946. Quebec sales were up 13%; 
those in the Maritimes, 10%; and in the Prairie Provinces, 8%. 
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a Gains in Wholesale Hardware --29%, Automotive Equipment=-20% 


Sales by hardware wholesalers were 29% higher than in December, 
1946, a considerably larger increase than the 17% registered for the 
twelve months of 1947 compared with 1946. Wholesalers of automotive 
equipment also reported a greater increase in December sales compared 
with the same month of 1946 (20%) than the increase recorded for the year 
1947 compared with 1946 (10%). 


The dry goods and groceries trades, while reporting substan= 
tial increases in sales in December, 1947 over the same month of 1946 of 
18% and 14% respectively, did not maintain the increase recorded in 
earlier months. The cumulative increase for the twelve months of 1947 
over 1946 for dry goods amounted to 24%, while that for groceries was 
17% 


Tobacco and confectionery, footwear, and drug wholesalers had 
December, 1947 sales ranging from 14% to 18% higher than December, 1946. 
These increases exceeded by a considerable margin the gains for the year 
as a whole. Percentage increases for these trades in December compared 
with the same month a year ago, with the cumulative twelve-month percent- 
age increases in brackets, are as follows: yea? and confectionery, 
18% (7%); footwear, 17% (8%); and drugs, 14% (4%). Clothing wholesalers’ 
sales were 13% in excess of those for December, 1946, while sales in the 
year 1947 were 10% higher than in 1946. 
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12% Decline in Fruit and Vegetable Sales in December 

Fruits and vegetable dealers' sales, which have continued lower 
than in 1946 throughout 1947 recording a drop of 6% for the year, were 
12% lower in December, 1947 than in December a year apo. This is the 
greatest decrease registered for any month of 1947 compared with corres- 
ponding month of 1946. 


December Inventories Show Smallest Gains in 1947 
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Stocks in the hands of wholesalers at December 31, 1947 were 
valued 20% higher than at the same date in 1946. This gain is less than 
those recorded in all earlier months of 1947. The drop in increases in 
value of stocks compared with 1946 was apparent in all trades with the 
exception of tobacco and confectionery where inventories at the end of 
December were valued 42% higher than at December 31, 1946. Stocks held 
by fruit and vegetable dealers were 10% below the value at the end of De- 
cember a year ago. The dry goods and automotive equipment trades con- 
tinued to record the largest increases in stocks on hand with gains of 
45% and 38% respectively. Footwear wholesalers' stocks were up by 33% 
while other increases were as follows: hardware, 20%; groceries, 16%; 
clothing, 8%; and drugs, 6%. 
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Percentage Change, 1947 Compared with 1946 
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DEPT. OF cay WHOLESALE TRADE 
nae =CONOMY ety ee ea 
POLITICAL BOWS January, 1948 


General Sales Index 5% Above January, 1947 


Dollar volume of wholesale sales in Canada during the month of 
January, 1948 was 3% in excess of the volume for January, 1947 and 2% below 
the December, 1947 level. This drop between December and January is a nore 
mal seasonal trend which has not been in evidence since January, 1944. 
Figures are based on returns from 374 wholesalers in nine lines of trade. 
The general unadjusted index (on the base, average for 1935-1939=100) stood 
at 245.5 for January, 1948, 237.7 for January, 1947, and 251.3 for December, 
1947. 


Considerable variation in trends existed between the various ree 
gions. British Columbia had the largest increase over the previous year 
with a gain of 16%. Sales in Quebec and Ontario were up 7% and 3% respec= 
tively. Wholesalers in the Prairies reported sales 2% below January, 1947, 
while a drop of 7% was registered in the Maritime Provinces. 


Increases Smaller than in Previcus Months 
Reena eee eee See ee ee eee. 


Only the drug trade, with sales up 11%, reported an increase over 
January, 1947 larger than has occurred in preceding months. Tobacco and 
confectionery sales were up 6%. The other three trades showing an increase, 
vize dry goods, hardware, and groceries, recorded considerably smaller gains 
than have been experienced for some months. Dry goods wholesalers’ sales 
were 14% above January, 1947, hardware sales were up 13%, while grocers rege 
istered an increase of only 2%. 


Sales Drop in Four Trades 


Sales of wholesalers of clothing, automotive equipment, footwear, 
and fruits and vegetables were smaller in January, 1948 than in the same 
month last year. Decreases in these trades were as follows: clothing, 6%; 
automotive equipment, 7%; footwear, 10%; fruits and vegetables, 11%. 


Inventories Valued 19% Higher 


Largest increases in value of inventories at January 31, 1948 come 
pared with January 31, 1947 were registered in the dry goods trade (42%); 
clothing (38%), automotive equipment (33%), and hardware (26%). Tobacco and 
confectionery and footwear wholesalers’ stocks increased 17% and 16% respect= 
ively, while lesser gains of 8% and 5% were recorded by grocery and drug 
wholesalers. Stocks of fruits and vegetables were valued 8% lower. 
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Sales 
ee) (cer INVENTORY 
December January 
1947 1948 January, 1948 
December January January, 1947 
1946 1947 
Automotive Equipment c.veccesce *22.5 e=n7e Te a3 Se 2 
ect ines and Quebec cccceoccce +19.8 -19.7 
Gekrebenlien Ay ORIOM OO LOOT ab COCO ath Gal + 3el 
Nestern Provinces sie excl esi eiaierotore +19.6 -10.5 
MUGS, Meese cst son whee eee. +10.4 +1008 % + Bee 
Maritimes, Quebec and Ontario. 713.0 +1024 
Western ProvinceS eccccccescce te rere, +118 
ALO CH LTO Pie aa cates sce eneels mane +A ae <6, cru) a) en penS Cee urn 
QUeEDEG cvccececsscevreccoveccn = 5,7 #10. 
Ontario and Western Provinces. +281 = 4.2 
FOOUWGAT bisidiersib dicle ne tee ane eth] 60 “= 9.6 +16.4 
Maritimes and Quebec cesccccee +25.5 = S07 
Ontario and Western Provinces. + Tod -16.0 
Dry 1GOGd ait sacs Harerstae dies clots IY sO) woe ew +14.3 +4201 
Maritimes and Quebec .ooe.sc.0000 a TAGS AACA CCE 
OUGATUOU sis iolersletwle sfc sles slele'clslalereie +33 ol + 9.0 
Western ProvinceS cccceceocacce xalltsicsi/ +10.C 
Wrults end Vecatables.¢s.<.see)) 7 eieisle "me meter. 1 cunne ) wanTso 
Maritimes end Quebec scccececcoce = 8.6 = 8.4 
WINGO LO ahs cle slate aierale sel telaledalcioue’s -11.7 = 9.0 
Western FrovinceS esserccecess o14,7 =15.l 
Groceriad xs ses pies i maew cen Pees ree. O +1. Gee 
Wari times «sees eee sesinw sw ocieles THO - 6.1 
OUSIAC Pavelercieteleletels chats elerelsteccheneys! +1520 + 1.64 
Ona LOiiate sietateveielevecterstsie ee ele orele +18.4 - 0.6 
Pyro Gis Were eielele pteleve atetels eleleietercl ae A uv ia 
British Columbia cesscocsscces +14.0 tee 
HarGwate, saw ace tisalesia aude catisiere +291 Sy ener +2500 
Mar ire ie 6s) oiale ipl oe els cual ai vess's © +1947 - 1.4 
COME Cis: oie slelelelerelelelststelcielerelclelanate A860 art Blas! 
Onicaact Oivelotele clelercieroleienste ctotolelcnclole +256 1 salts hey tf 
Nestern Provinces Gyavetelepoce, erefonsce +519 = QoS 
Tobacco and Confectionery eccece  *1led ia a Le 
Maritimes and Quebec eccccooee +22 06 + 9.9 
GTiGEAC tie tera etenelelevele ere cdersueietels stele +20.0 + 667 
Western Provinces eecseccescces AR) + 4.4 
Wholesale Trade - ape any Scat a 
MEY A GLMNGS vs.0 s.ol06 eo nlele wale sive ies » Bo If = 6.6 
OUS DEC) cise 6c ecsiewis sar ste em eG lee a lied a ee 
OVCArIO. s os eclss seis cine teieimee ae 416.35 + 364 
PYELVICH, 06 eee fa.es ¢ 96 emake are re OcG - 2el 
British Columbia ccoceccvcceee wt Whore +16.3 


CANADA 908620 CHF FH HHCOHHKHOHOB ar Dedl + 3.3 +1825 
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February, 1948 


Smell Margin of Increase Over February, 1947 

Dollar sales of wholesalers in Canada during February, 1948 were 
305% higher than in February, 1947 and 2% below January, 1948, according to 
statements received from 397 wholesalers representing nine lines of trade. 
The general unadjusted index (on the base, average for 1935-1939=100) stood 
at 239.5 for February, 1948, 231.4 for February, 1947, and 244.6 for Janue 
ary, 1948. 


Quebec and British Columbia were the only provinces to register 
Substantial increases. Slight gains of about 1% were registered in Onterio 
and the Maritime Provinces, while in the Prairie Provinces, dollar volume of 
wholesalers’ sales dropped 1.5% below February, 1947. 


Dry Goods Wholesalers Show Greatest Gain Over 1947 


eee ee a ee oe. 


Largest increases in dollar sales over February, 1947, were re- 
corded by the dry goods and drugs trades. Increases in these trades 
amounted to 17% and 14% respectively compared with gains over a year ago of 
14% and 11% recorded in January. Sales of wholesalers of tobacco and con- 
fectionery and of hardware were 9% and 7% above the volume for February last 
year, while wholesale grocers' sales were practically unchanged in dollar 
volume. 


Four Trades Continue Below 1947 


As in January, dollar sales of four of the nine trades were lower 
in February than in the corresponding month of 1947. Footwear wholesalers, 
with a drop of 10%, and fruits and vegetables dealers, with sales down 7%, 
registered the largest percentage decrease in doller sales. Clothing 
wholesalers’ sales were down 5%, while the automotive equipment trade, which 
had registered a decline of 7% in January, reported sales in February only 
1% below February a year ago. 


Stocks. Up. 17% 


Stocks held by wholesalers at the end of February, 1948 were valued 
17% higher than at the same date a year ago. All trades except fruits and 
vegetables and drugs reported a smaller increase over last year than was re-= 
corded in January when the overall gain was 19%. Increases were reported as 
follows: dry goods, 35%; automotive equipment, 31%; clothing, 29%; hardware, 
22%; footwear, 22%; tobacco and confectionery, 16%; drugs, 8%; and groceries, 
4%. Fruits and vegetable dealers’ inventories were valued 4% lower than at 
the end of February, 1947. 
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Sales 
i 2 INVENTORY 
January s February, 
1948 1948 February, 1948 
January » February, February, 1947 
1947 1947 
Automotive Equipment ocsccerscece = 74 - 1.4 +3005 
Maritimes and Quebec ..ccecece ~1505 - 8.1 
OnGAT UO! le aislelclelelslele clels olelelelolelelce - 1.2 =- 0.8 
Western Provinces cecosccvccen = 9.4 + 1.3 
Drugs cecceeccccesccccsscccvecce 411.4 +14.0 + 8.35 
Maritimes, Quebec and Ontario. wel IhA +1221 
Western ProvinceS ccccoccccece +11.8 +1921 
Clothing cvecccecccecccssvceccccs ay Pe) - 4.9 v 428.9 
QUES Cine ciarele Gina onesevelelejw dieters siniere = Oco2 = 0.9 
Ontario and Western Provinces. = 9.5 = 6.7 
FOOtWOAr sebtcrccsocecescseovece = 904 = 9.8 +2205 
Maritimes and Quebec ccceceece - 3.7 -12.8 
Ontario and Western Provinces. =14.7 - 7.4 
Dry Goods cecvcoc+cesccesccsecce 414.5 HAT SL 43504 
Maritimes and Quebec cecccrocee teeta +19.0 
ONIPA YE Olwelcvelelelele: oleleiele ciel siclsiclarstere +960 + 8.9 
Western Provinces cesescessceves +10,0 +30.8 
Fruits and Vegetables serccevce =11.0 = 7.0 - 4.5 
Maritimes and Quebec cececscos - 7.8 pelle ys 
OinhEbenich GASGOOUOOS CUT OOROGUCOe = 9.0 = 6.8 
Westen  ErOwINCeS i.e slerselereysins =15.1 =11.6 
GroGOr LES an isis ties eens knees ieee 2 F065 $5.0 
Naas dstel NCS mlelelerp slelelolsie sic) slolelelslelels = 6.1 2 Be 
EMSD CC marehctelelele ererereleiote slelelcivicherers @ 4.2 ce Shey 
OriiGalie UG) ereig ete) sl sielelelseistcloleletarclolera ~ 0.6 = 5e2 
PRASbeIOS anooopopN edna neo OC OU ae ILA - 452 
Rpatigalipe, COlwmalene, soanaancéaa0G +1! TeO +142 
Hardware dos.. hee es ne ean oie +12.0 Pike Ve Th wea toes 
Meade AMES Mtelelalelclel claletstclereisiclelete rete = 0.5 sash 
OUSIDE Ce ccls s'e eistclaieleleietchetelciorelereloio’s +1368 +1565 
OniGa Telus olerela es sierolcisiel store eisicterotore +170 +1003 
Western ProvinceS cecceccccece + 9.8 + 1.4 
Tobacco and Confectionery .oooe 776.6 + 94 +1635 : 
Maritimes and Quebec ceccoccoe + 9.8 +1725 
Ontario eesesnccncvescnccncene + Tol +11.4 
Western Provinces: scs.cscuen es + 4.5 + 4,0 
Wholesale Trade = 
Mardi CLME'S' Vsiejelc. cle ele 010 6 «s/o vleleiere = 6.0 ten Ogio) 
QUEDEC Se ccccccocsscoscnvucese + 5.6 +1261 
OVCAr LO! Nees cs e600 e e.0e 6 nena is ae ACS +>) 94 
Prairies, seevcs ces vices sis a 6 ss = 200 = 1.5 
estrella, eplibiment:) Sh ogansoougos +1663 +10.5 
CANADA” oo cea» oes a's os 'vldlc saver eo Case a] +16.6 
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Increase in Sales Over 1947 Steady at 3% 
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Dollar volume of wholesale sales in Canada during Maren, 1948 was 3% 


above that for March, 1947, 
ruary,1948. These figures are 
representing nine lines of trade. 
of 194% were 3% higher than in the 
eral unadjusted index (on the bese, average 


and 10% in excess of the volume recorded for Feb- 

based on statements submitted by 399 wholesalers 
Cumulative sales for the first three months 
corresponding period a year ago. 
for 1935-1939=100) stood at 2 


anee ae 


for March, 1948, 256.7 for March, 1947, and 240.0 for February, 1947. 


With the exception of the Prairie Provinces, 


sales in the various regions of the country were fairly uniform, 
tween 4.3% ana 6.4% 
volume for March, 1947. 


MARCH 
COMPARED WITH PREVIOUS MONTH 


1948 


KIND OF 


increases 


Sales in the Prairie Provinces were 5% below 


PERCENTAGE CHANGES IN SALES AND INVENTORIES 


COMPARED WITH SAME MONTH AYEAR AGO 


in doliar 
ranging be- 
the dollar 


WHOLESALE 
TRADE 


AUTOMOTIVE 
EQUIPMENT 


DRUGS 


CLOTHING 


FOOTWEAR 


DRY GOODS 


FRUITS anp 
VEGETABLES 


GROCERIES 


HARDWARE 


TOBACCO AND 
CONFECTIONERY 


BUSINESS = 207, -10% 


0 


+10% +20% +30% +40% 


| 
Eis 


[J INVENTORIES 


-20% -10% 
| 


SALES 


O +#10% +20% +30%+40% 
| | 


aa toe 
Tobacco and confectionery ‘increase leads sales increases 


Sales of tobacco and confectionery wholesalers, with a 
pain of 19%, registered the largest increase in dollar volume of sales 
over March a year ago. This increase was partly a result of Easter 
falling in March this year. Drug wholesalers' gales were 9% in excess 
of those in March, 1947, with cumulative sales for the first quarter of 
1948 being 11% higher than in the corresponding period last year. 


Dollar volume in the wholesale clothing trade showed an 
increase over the same month a year ago for the first time in several 
months. Despite the March increase of 74 the cumulative sales for the 
year to.date were 2% below last year's level. 


Hardware and dry goods wholesalers, whose sales have been 
maintained at a fairly high volume compared with a year ago, reported a 
falling off of the margin of increase in March. Hardware wholesalers’ 
sales were 5% in excess of those in March, 1947, bringing the cumulative 
increase for the year to date to 6%. Sales of dry goods wholesalers 
showed practically no increase in Volume compared with March a year ago, 
with sales for the year to date 10% above the volume for the first three 
months of 1947. Grocery wholesalers’ sales were 4% higher than in March 
last year compared with a cumulative gain for the year to date of 2%. 


March Sales in Several Trades below 1947 levels 


Sales of footwear, automotive equipment and fruits and vege- 
tables wholesalers continued below last year's volume although in the 
first two trades, the trend varied according to regions. Sales of foot- 
wear wholesalers were down 16% in the Maritimes and Quebec combined and 
up 13% in Ontario and the Western Provinces combined, bringing the Canada 
sales to less than one per cent below last year's volume. wholesalers 
of automotive equipment in Canada had sales 7% below March, 1947. Ontario 
registered a gain of 12%, while a decrease of 8% was recorded for the 
Maritimes and Quebec combined and a drop of 19% for the Western Provinces. 
Neslers in fruits and vegetables continued to report sales well below the 
1947 level, with a decrease in March of 14%. A drop in sales for this 
trade was recorded in all regions. 


pn ED 


Wholesalers’ inventories generally were valued substan- | 
tially higher at the end of March, 1948 than at the same date a year ago 
averaging an increase of 14% for the nine trades included in the survey. 
Increases in value of stocks held by wholesalers of automotive equipment 
dry goods, hardware and clothing ranged between 25% and 19%. An in- 
crease of 13% was reported by wholesalers of tobacco and confectionery, 
footwear, and drugs, while grocers registered a gain of only 1%. Stocks 
held by wholesalers of fruits and vegetables were 13% lower in dollar 
value than those on hand at the same date last year. 
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Percentage Changes in Wholesale Trade 
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Percentage Change 


SALES INVENTORY 
(1) (2) 
February, March, March, Jan.-to- 
1948 1948 1948 Mar.,1948 March, 1948 
February , March, Peb., Jan.<to= 7 March, 1947 
1947 1947 1948 Mar. ,1947 
Automotive Equipment cecoc5es - 12 Se gl, -12.5 - 5e2 425.3 
Maritimes and Quebec ...6ec6 - 8.8 - 8.1 -12.3 
ELUATE ss 6/4 6 «aides Ais, ace -sieteer + 0,6 #124 + 3.4 
WOStGrn’ Provinces, seesse. + 1.3 -18.7 - 6.1 
ROUGE Ses ueiesee ck une ce tesae  F13¢9 + 9.0 - 3.1 411.4 412.8 
Maritimes, Quebec and Ont. +#12.0 + 8.0 = £04 
Western. Provinces ...c.cseve $19.1 +11.6 =D. 
MLOCHIUC Ts: Moki est facie ioe Ses? + 2656) ve BE0 - 1.6 +16.5 
RUG DOC Ss gats.cis. card 650.66 nee - 0.4 #24.8 
Ont. and Western Provinces = 6.7 =~ 0,7 
BOOCWEST cease ves Gee see emebeim 19 86 - 0.5 +11.0 - 6.4 +13.0 
Maritimes and Quebec .ooce. -12.1 -15.5 
Ont. and Western Provinces - 7.6 +12.9 a 
Dev TP GOOClE. cade dtnteskuwcsses $16.8 + O.1 - 0.6 + 9.8 +22.6 
Maritimes and Quebec ..co. 417.9 + 3.3 5 ee Ps 
RU DGT SOd ae visle sisted siedid-s cee + 8.9 - 3.9 - 4.6 
Western Provinces ..ccocces +50.7 ha lei +14.0 
Fruits and Vegetables .oc.o. = 6.9 -13.9 +#10.5 -10,8 -15.0 
Maritimes and Quebec ..... + 0.7 -15.1 + 0.5 
DRCAD LOR manne ee sx0 Gassreate os & - 6.8 - 9,0 414.9 
Western Provinces ....c0e. Lis -18.1 +10.5 a 
BEOCONICl Ges p sens 6 debioda cas ck Oot + 4.2 +11.9 + 2,0 + 1.4 
MEU CICS ess ¢ ain't Gece oo date + 2.0 + 6.8 420.2 
MUO UCI s a6 Sx lds.0 se tos sls sae + 8.4 - 2.6 + 4.4 
ORES TP Ones cod diasewed vies oe = 5.2 + 6.3 +12.8 
eC ITVS res ipie ate wide ee ieee « = 4.1 - 1,7 + 9.9 
British. Columbiavsse.scsse 414.2 413.4 +1302 
IAL GWOEC Ei sly ce alisecle tices sl Fo 7 oS + 4.6 +10.8 Pat, +20.5 
MBIT A 2COd [ss cig via ste <.e 4rateles +10.1 +10.5 +31.2 
RULODG Class va 's's 4.0 & ale gi¥inlereles +16.5 413.35 #15.0 
REELIV LA aks ore a 9-4 0 late ave, sie cele: « +10.4 +12.8 +14.6 
Westerns Froviness!. ss dc «ss + 1.4 = 304 + 5.8 
Tobacco and Confectionery . + 9.6 +19.1 #2228 +11.8 413.4 
Maritimes and Quebec oeooe 417 02 +32 66 $45.04 . 
ONG GMLO Wate weet e 0-0 <4,6.6-008 ehais 411.3 +21.1 410.3 
Western Provinces .ecsccce + 4.2 +11.1 424.4 
Wholesale Trade = 
MArLGIMES! Go oc 6s ste Lively ely + 0.4 + 4.5 422.09 
MGS DOC saxon ss «4 oct elec case 6 411.1 + 4.3 +°7 26 
SP DATA ae ini aie «staves wiacatn’s fale le 0 + 6.2 + 9.4 
ee Les aie ee eee 6 bleiavectgele’s - 1.3 - 4.9 410.3 
British Columbia ....cccce +10.5 + 6.4 + 8.6 =f 
BP on ee Oe Sry A MR ME hae + 3.7 + 2.7 + 9.8 +. 5.1 +15.7 


(1) Revised. 
(2) Preliminary. 
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WHO LESALE TRADE 
APRIL 1948 


April, 1948 Sales 6% Above 1947 


Wholesale sales in April, 1948 were 6% higher in dollar volume than in 
April, 1947 and were 8% above the volume for March, 194%, according to statements 
received from 395 wholesalers representing nine lines of trade. Cumulative dollar 
sales for the first four months of 1948 were 4% in excess of the dollar volume re- 
ported for the corresponding period a year ago. The general unadjusted index (on 
the base, average for 1935-1939=100) stood at 264.4 for April, 1948, 268.8 for 
April, 1947, and 264.4 for March, 1948. 


Wholesale sales in the Frairie Provinces continued below last year's 
level by 2% but all other regions of the country registered advances. A gain of 
2% was recorded for the Maritime Provinces, sales in both Ontario and Quebec were 
8.5% above April last year, while in British Columbia, the dollar volume of whole=- 
sale sales was 13% in excess of that recorded for April last year. 


PERCENTAGE CHANGES IN SALES AND INVENTORIES 
APRIL 1948 


KIND OF COMPARED WITH PREVIOUS MONTH COMPARED WITH SAME MONTH AYEAR AGO 

BUSINESS 99% -10% 0 +10% +20% +30% +40% -20% -10% OO +10% +20% +30%+40% 
WHOLESALE! | | . , 
TRADE 


AUTOMOTIVE 
EQUIPMENT 


#8 SALES | 
[J INVENTORIES | 


DRUGS 


CLOTHING 


FOOTWEAR 


DRY GOODS 


FRUITS ANnp 
VEGETABLES 


GROCERIES 


HARDWARE 


TOBACCO AND 
CONFECTIONERY 


ANDISING FILE «ws 


Grocer 


Drug wholesalers and grocery wholesalers reported 4 greater in- 
crease over 1947 than in any month since the beginning of the year. 
Drug sales were up 16%, while grocers' sales were 14% in excess of the 
April, 1947 volume, Cumlative sales of grocery wholesalers for the 
year to date were only 5% above the volume for the corresponding period 
1947, F 


Tobacco and confectionery and hardware wholesalers were the 
only other trades which showed an increase in dollar volurre of sales over 
last year. Gains of 11% and 7% respectively were recorded by these trades 
compared with cumulative gains for the first four months of 13% and &%. 


Wholesalers of automotive eguipment (including parts, acces- 
sories, tires and tubes) reported sales practically the same as in April, 
1947, 


Sales down in Dry Goods and Apparel 


Footwear wholesalers and fruit and vegetable dealers, whose 
les have been en 1947 volumes for some months, continued to record 
sales volumes lower than last year. Footwear wholesalers’ sales were 
down 2% while ae and vegetable dealers’ sales dropped 11%. 

Clothing sales; which showed an increase over 1947 for the 
first) time this: year ain Bevin again dropped below,last year in April by 
5%. Sales in the wholesale dry goods trade registered a decrease of 8% 
from April, 1947. caalat ore sales of dry goods wholesalers for the 

first four months of 1948 were 5% higher in dollar volume than in the 
corresponding period of 1947. 


mw 


tocks show smaller gains than in previous months. 


os messi 


Stocks in the hands of wholesalers at the end of April, 1948 
were valued 10% higher than those on hand at the same date last year 
and were 1% above the value at the end of March, 1948. Automotive equip- 
ment dealers recorded the largest incresse in value of stocks on hand 
with a gain of 30%. Hardware, dry goods, tobacco and confectionery, and 
drug wholesalers had inventories valued between 17% and 11% higher than 
at April-0,. 1947, 


Fruit and vegetable dealers't inventories were valued 12% 
lower than last year, while clothing and grocery wholesalers' stocks 
dropped to 4% and 2% Pe anaet eoly below the value of inventories at the 
same date a year ago. 


Year's subscription, $1.00 
Single copies, 10 cents 
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Percentage Changes in Wholesale Trade 


Percentage Change 7 
SALES INVENTORY 


(1) (2) 


March, ADIL, April, Jan.~to- 
L94E 194€ 1946 Apr.,1948 April,1948 
larch, Api i. Mareh, Jan.=to= April,1947 
1947 1947 1948 Apr.,1947 
Automotive Ecuipment .eoecs = 6el + 0.95 +2E 60 ~ Sed +350.2 
Maritimes and .uebec woe... - 5.0 - 0.2 +15.9 
ODEGT IG: 505 6.0.4 4-010 4 ere 06.6 60 +1126 +17.0 or SIO) 
WOSILeRNME TO VALNCOS Metsle tele e-c-6 -1&.0 ~11.4 TOs. 
DOR SSeeteichoroteloie eieleis eiehetets elels¢ ae sel +16.2 +1E.6 +1227 +11.2 
Maritimes, quebec and Ont. +728 +16,3 +1&.5 
Western Provinces .wessereo e1LoeO +15,8 +16 .2 
OW ME as cites ones siete. d de.a.s + 5.6 - 4.7 ~15.4 mie, - 4.1 
MUCDOGS ae ate setae Ss wee otc os #25 ..7 + .3 
Ontario & Western Prov.... = 3.3 = 8.3 Hake 
POO We = Cet en tiene eae 085 cs fom OeD - 1.8 - 3.3 = 5.3 + 0.7 
Maritimes and Quebec ....> -15.5 x} 
Ont. and Western Provinces +1259 = Bea 
iar (C@eCRy 3 Aso feo Od Ono an Ois. = test - 2.7 + 4.8 +14.6 
Maritimes and yuebec sesec6 + 3.9 =- &.6 = 0.7 
CTW Ler Weruniate oh 46's oe dio ee #:'6 - 3.9 mit As! = 336 
WESDe Rw E GOVE NCOGM 5 laeleum ekeis + 0.9 - 8,0 se ioe: 
Fruits and Vegetables .asce-e -17.2 -10.6 + 3.9 -11.6 -12.1 
“ Maritimes and Quebec ..o.c. =15..1 ob Re +20.0 zs 
Pr Geel RO asic elatiaie st ¢ eres a ek ~ €.7 = Bok #21.0 
WESLOUMU EERO VINGES Biselers cs +65 =27 4 =20.7 +11.7 
NSE ee IA Ta tea) “413.8 $11.9 + 5.2 - 2.0 
MOU LUNES Fase. ee 0b 6 ¢0le0, 6:6 6 + 6..€ + 4.7 + 7,9 
MUCUS! sles bic 85 W ue Sieiciotele tue 6 + 4.5 +2356 +20,1 
CUGEREOw a. ess & » 966 & eho sale & + 6693 + 9.0 +L Dek 
COSY 2s sie Side #44 Be ins, of « = 1.8 +1452 + 9,0 
BEIREISUACOLUMD TH  <ielew oes Sie +15.4 425.9 + ‘8.7 
MOrowares cae: 6 to bo-dislcciels ¢ + 4,8 tie + 6,7 + 7.6 +17 .4 
Rie U1IOCE: wie gie «e's wild) isla 6 +10.6 +1629 +21.0 
SGT 2 ES Ae i +1523 416.5 ted 
OEE AL | ig ois tan Ooo 0h sale teense AR is 416.2 + 9.4 
Western Provinces ....s800 eee! = 12 +10.0 
Tobacco and Confectionery ,; tae +11.4 + 1.4 +12.5 411.7 
Maritimes and Quebec .ocoe +32 26 +1521 + 5.6 
ONUSTLOVGSAN sees ee eae es Fee +1839 415.6 + 8,9 
Western Provinces ...ce220 Pegs Pee i miLee = 
Wholesale Trade = 
De Dames 2 stoletie sh 4 aviee oa.h # 4.6 *#2.0, +10.9 
WUCDEC -se'se neces ene aca es on r 0.8 + 8,5 + D2 
DDGETS Oi teirsceie Wisin de eels «ale 6 + 6,0 +. 829 +p 0 
eid COW alate tera sinle aretula a aceie = 4,9 = 2.0 ra a 
British Walumbias ,.<..eeee.< + 625 +12.8 +10.4 
SIAN FIA seer ib x 6k oie diate thiin « + 3,0 + 5.8 + 7.6 * 359 +10,0 


(1) Revised. 


(2) Preliminary. 
(X) Unchanged. 
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WHOLESALE TRADE 
MAY 1948 


Sales in May, 1948 3% Below 194 


Dollar sales of wholesalers in May, 1948 dropped 3% below the May, 1947 
level and were 4% lower than the volume of sales in April, 1948 according to re- 
perts submitted by 387 wholesalers in nine lines of trade. Cumulative sales for 
the first five menths of 1948 were 2.5% above the seles volume for the correspond- 
ing period of 1947. The general unadjusted index (on the base, average for 1935- 
19 ames stood at 273.3 for Mey, 1948, 280.6 for Mey, 1947, and 285.2 for April, 
1948. 


The Maritime Provinces and British Columbia, with increases of 3% and 4% 
respectively, were the only regions to record advances in sales volume over May, 
1947. Sales in Ontario and in the Prairie Provinces were 4% below May last year, 
while a drop of 5% was registered in Quebec. 


PERCENTAGE CHANGES IN SALES AND INVENTORIES 


MAY 1948 
KIND OF COMPARED WITH PREVIOUS MONTH COMPARED WITH SAME MONTH AYEAR AGO 
BUSINESS ~20% -10% 0 +10% +20% +30% +40%  -20% 10% 0 +10% +20% +30%+40% 
WHOLESALE | sty | : 
ee [INVENTORIES 


AUTOMOTIVE 
EQUIPMENT 


DRUGS 


CLOTHING 


FOOTWEAR 


DRY GOODS 


FRUITS AND 
VEGETABLES 


GROCERIES 


HARDWARE 


TOBACCO AND 
CONFECTIONERY 


eres 
8% Gain in Automotive Equipment Sales 


An increase of 8% in dollar volume of sales, reported by whole= 
salers of automotive equipment (including parts, accessories, tires and 
tubes), was the largest gain to be recorded for any of the nine trades 
surveyed. Four other trades, hardware, groceries, drugs, and tobacco and 
confectionery had sales between 2% and 4% above the May, 1947 volume. In 
all cases except the automotive equipment trade the May gains were less 
than those for the year to date, 


Decreases More Substantial 


Sales in the dry goods and apparel trades continued lower than 
last year. Dry goods wholesalers' sales were 8% below the dollar volume 
in May a year ago, clothing sales were down 9%, while footwear whole- 
salers registered a drop of 19%. Sales of wholesale dealers in fruits 
and vegetables dropped 26% below May, 1947. The May decline throughout 
was greater than the decrease in sales for the first five months compared 
with the corresponding period of 1947. 


Stocks Valued 7% Higher 


Wholesalers’ inventories at the end of May, 1948 were valued 7% 
higher than at May 31, 1947 but were 2% lower than at the beginning of the 
month. Automotive equipment dealers’ inventories were valued 25% higher 
at the end of May this year than at the same date a year ago. Stocks on 
hand in the dry goods trade were 15% higher and in the hardware trade, 14%. 
A gain of 10% in value of inventories was recorded by tobacco and con= 
fectionery wholesalers, while stocks in the hands of drug wholesalers ine 
creased 8% in dollar value. 


Grocery wholesalers’ inventories were valued 3% lower than at 
May 3lst last year. Footwear and clothing wholesalers’ stocks dropped 
6% and 12% respectively, while fruit and vegetable dealers’ inventories 
were 26% lower in dollar value than a year ago. 


Year's Subscription, $1.00 
Single Copies, oLl0 
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Percentage Changes in Wholesale Trade 


Sales 
C1) (2) 
April, May , May, 
1948 1948 1938 
April, May » April, 
1947 1947 ies 
Automotive Equipment ..5,00 + 200 + 8,0 + 4.9 
Maritimes and. Quebec oo.000 + 0.2 #7 01 $2959 
MEET LO “ewis o/b 06 + wattuiealece ae #2008 wendy? =11.9 
Western Provinoes ccoccece -11.0 a 411.0 
Driupome eigen GeecetlOels Ot cat Sod = 4.6 
Maritimes, Quebec and Ont. #16 .2 + 0.2 = 4.5 
Western Provinces oesscsco sib yas +136 = 2el 
Cloths) Sy bitih saa dwsics tgedoes! = eb = Bee 
UG DECO Aye cid wee 6's 4s 6 ioe FRO) gab = 4.7 
Ontario & Western Prov. ». =l1.1 =11.6 
BGO UNE aie he ee asd daeGlealeg? = le8 =1953 =26.0 
Maritimes and Quebec 2.000 (a) =26 03 
Ont. and Western Provinces = 308 =13.1 
Dry Goods escccvssercccccece = Bol = 7.8 = 507 
Maritimes and Quebec o.000 = 8.7 = 6.7 = 7.4 
TUCO) ate ge cee Bie wie 2-9 is sim 6 86 - 7.9 = 9,0 = 4,0 
Western Provinces .-..cooce = 8.5 = 7.9 * 8.2 
Fruits and Vegetables oss... - 909 =2658 + 401 
Maritimes and Quebec os00.6 6.5 =30o0l -11.4 
PCAN t Chan soe bo 44 bale clsin os = 2.8 =22 09 =-11.3 
Western Provinces oeooooe. -19.2 =27 od + 4.6 
WrOGerl sla lsiicoopweseecss PlOLO o Sela a ere CO vite 
MSTLUINES Fe nas aise Fu Ho sy 6 0.6 + 4,7 + 704 = Qof 
UGG CO Meletste'e a 8 © ale Ginaie « clalave +216 = $1 =F oo) 
OT Ge PAO Ms cga eke 64.2 wscta'd oe ee OS = 200 = 6.8 
Pre ie iO Sms ive: ght) 8 ate Bic; Bibra s ota +14.2 + 8.6 oe wpe 
BEIGUS eOLUMDLe. pe beste oo 425.9 + 8.8 =16 4 
AVCWATS encinee kde siaastlics coc? 7 08 + 203 = 451 
Mor tCiMGS veut ces hes sees a +18.8 S50 =13.1 
Ouse Cirstoicioinc gic oromio toa eiaia.s +18.0 +965 au Yak 
DE LO ies <i a's abe $16 Ge el gna +16.2 + See = 3.8 
Western Provinces oo.«sccco = 1.2 = 205 + 1,0 
Tobacco and Confectionery . +1203 Sec ees Ue ar eL 
Maritimes and Quebec oo.oco #1861 + 4.2 =15.1] 
OWGALL Ol» aise b alee bia 4 os e865 #15.8 + 7.9 +18.8 
Western Provinces .ccceooe te Gu: = 03 +10.6 
Wholesale Trade = 
Uariel Imes Ss utes sas bis goo o'S ale * 245 + 3.3 + 2.4 
RUG DEG sete ve bce bo he eee ee FHSS = 4.8 =11.4 
HUGAt LO iss oss Sao bie Se = oh oe + 8.4 = Sol - 4.7 
PVE LOe s 4s bee sae g 0'e rere - 1.9 - 4,1] + 4.1 
_British Columbia .osscccce ieeG? 8 Ft Gad = 605 
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(1) Revised. ee 
(?) Preliminary. 
(x) Unchanged. 
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Percentage Change 


Jane -to= 


May ,1948 


Jan.=toe= 
May ,1947 


, Beater 


+1006 


=15.2 


+ 4,8 


+10.5 


+ 2.5 


INVENTORY 
May, 1948 


May, 1947 


24.8 


=25.9 


= 200 


*1509 


+105 
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WHOLESALE TRADE 
JUNE 1948 
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Wholegalers' Sales Up Again in June 


Dollar volume of wholesale sales in June recovered from the slight de- 
cline which occurred in May to register an increase of 9% over the month of June, 
1947, and a gain of 6% over May, 194%. These figures are based on statements 
submitted by 381 wholesalers in nine lines of trade. Cumulative sales for the 
first six months of 1948 were 4% above those for the first half of 1947. The 
general unadjusted index (on the base, average for 1935 = 1939 = 100) stood at 
291.1 for June, 1948, 267.3 for June, 1947, and 273.9 for May, 1948. 


Sales in all regions of the country were higher than in June a year 
ago, with the greatest increase, 17%, being recorded for the Maritime Provinces, 
Wholesalers in Ontario and the Prairie Provinces reported sales up 11% and 10% 
respectively from June, 1947, while a gain of 4% was recorded for Quebec and for 
British Columbia. 


PERCENTAGE CHANGES IN SALES AND INVENTORIES 
JUNE 1948 


KIND OF COMPARED WITH PREVIOUS MONTH COMPARED WITH SAME MONTH AYEAR AGO 
BUSINESS -90% -10% 0 +10% +20% +30% +40% -20% -10% QO +10% +20% +30%+40% 
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Sales Up in Seven of Nine Trades. 


Substantial increases in sales volume over June, 1947 were 
recorded for six of the nine trades surveyed. Tobacco and confectionery 
wholesalers registered an advance of 21%, while drug and clothing whole- 
salers followed closely with gains of 19%. Hardware wholesalers' sales 
were up 16%; grocers, 14%; and dry goods; 12%. 


Sales of automotive equipment wholesalers showed an increase 
q 
of 2% over June a year ago. 


Footwear wholesalers' sales continued lower than last year by 


10% in June as did fruit and vegetable dealers' sales which were down 19%. 


Inventories Down in Four Trades. 


Total stocks in the hands of wholesalers in the nine lines of 
trade surveyed were valued 7% higher at the end of June, 1948 than at 
the same date a year ago, but were 1% lower than at the beginning of June 
this year. 


Five of the nine trades reported increases over 1947 in value 
of inventories, stocks held by hardware, automotive equipment, dry goods 
and tobacco and confectionery wholesalers ranging between 15 and 20% 
higher in value than at June 30 last year. Drug wholesalers reported an 
increase of 7% in value of stocks on hand. 


Inventories of grocery, clothing, footwear, and fruits and 
vegetable wholesalers were 7%, 10%, 11%, and 23% respectively below the 
value at the same date last year. 
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Percentage Changes in Wholesale Trade 


Percentage Change 


Sales : 
(1) (2) INVENTORY 
May , June, June, Jan.-to- 
1948 1948 1948 June 1948 June 1948 
May, June, May, Jan, -to- June 1947 
1947 1947 1948 June 1947 
Automotive Equipment ....:. + 8.1 + 2.0 - 1.4 - 0.7 415.5 
Maritimes and Quebec ..oooe +16.2 - 9.0 -30.0 
CU GOLl OMlsies siete Ws 6 she-6 te male + 6.6 ae Blah +10.1 
_Western Provinces ...:...2. + 5.2 + 4,1 + 5.7 
PU LM calecaile aero eb cl etviels esis a obs + 3.4 +19.3 - 0.2 +12.0 + 7.0 
Maritimes, Quebec and Ont. + 0.4 +16.8 - 3.4 
Western Frovinces (0. wccses +135.6 +276 + hla 
ROT AT! se oles o ach alalele stele oie -10.2 +19.,0 +13.0 - 1.3 -10.0 
WING DO Cum tetetele’s ateteietetere: acotstc che - 9,4 #25.1 
Ontario & Western Prov.... -10.9 +16.6 
DeG GM Oa Terre cele al t's ite atslve. aie e's -18,7 - 9,8 #1356 - 8,0 ~10.6 
Maritimes and Quebec ..... 24.3 =-13.5 
Ont. and Western Provinces @15.1 ~ 6.9 
PO OWS Bess ieis slats gisele e's eae - 8.1 +12.1 - 4,1 +5360 ioe 
Maritimes and Quebec ...0.. - 7,6 + 8.2 + 2el1 
OU tO tyre ae eiece d «cies 0's 04's =- 9,0 +13.1 - 8.6 
Western= Provinces iss. oc ce See! +18,1 - 959 
Fruits and Vegetables .ecoe ~26.0 -19.3 + 5.4 -16.0 -25.9 
Maritimes and Quebec ...0.0. ~29.4 -30.2 + 1.9 
CLG lit Outs eis e belsin «6 die’ e046 ¢ =22.8 - 8.0 eel. 
Western Provinces dies csv. =27 o& =24.,7 + 4.4 
DOCOLIOG Bi als e'Sicl fie 0’ <ielace eles + 4.0 +135.8 +14.3 + 6.6 - 6.8 
MOCLULMG Sees ctkisy 6 A s.ca c's co + 7.4 +29 .4 ted 
BUC DOCINS sc cig « sisi Se slo t.5'0'0.0\0 ee eal + 4,8 + 7.1 
Piz) ae nis <isis @ sce lertiele a6 «670 0 = 0.4 +11.8 414.1 
PCLT LOC vada wie. efecd Ste 60.4.0 0) ae PES +16.6 +11.4 
Drees eco LUMbs ath ces. oes ee + 8.8 +10.3 +25.9 
eR OWerOml ec e obese se ote + owe 415.7 + Sek + 8.2 +15.3 
Pei a 1100S Me's sips ares. e ae eee + 3.9 +11.0 - lel 
Mee DO Cal stste ccse sfelets 6016 ese. 6.01 © + 9.9 +24.,7 +13.4 
EL GEL ote wwe aleieeighacg 6. sis: 0: tose +18.1 + 9.2 
Western Provinces ....ccce06 - 1.6 +10.7 — £229 
Tobacco and Confectionery . + 4.2 #21.2 + 4.6 +12.6 +19.9 
Maritimes and Quebec ..cco + 4.2 420.4 +14.8 
RIL Ours stu eso 6 oie ee el Gs. 4.8 ate RTO 420.4 = 7.2 
Western Provinces.....secs + 1.2 +22 04 +14.8 
Wholesale Trade - 
RC ec ee siuteioe a cuis'e « o.2 + 2.4 +17.1 te ot 
Mle GCE y oretelgtels a\ete © ttclaca. 6 66:6 - 4,8 + 4.2 + 2.2 
Pc TCO Mrets wie tele wore ictatee 6 6.3) ea - 3.0 +10.7 + 6.1 
POSIT OS Da cele stulants tee om 6 ce =~ 5.4 +10.3 + 7.0 
British Columbia .iss.cs.e- + 3.6 + 3.8 + 6,0 


CANADA coe 200 CO 6OG S708 89 ~ 2.2 + 8.9 + 6.3 CD rd + 7.1 


i 


(1) Revised. 
(2) Preliminary. 
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Wholesalers' Sales Up 3% in July 


Wholesalers' sales in July, 1948 were 3% above July, 1947 in dollar 
volume but were 2% below June this year, according to reports submitted by 373 
wholesalers representing nine lines of trade. Dollar sales for the year to date 
were 4% in excess of the volume for the first seven months of 1947. The general 
unadjusted index (on the base, average for 1935 - 1939 = 100) stood at 284.9 for 
July, 1948, 276.9 for July, 1947, and 290.8 for June, 1948, 


There was some variation in the trends by provinces. Increases of 

. 10% and 7% were recorded for British Columbia and the Maritime Provinces, while 

lesser gains of 4% and 2% were reported for the Prairies and Ontario. A drop of 
3% from July, 1947 was registered for Quebec. 


PERCENTAGE CHANGES IN SALES AND INVENTORIES 


JULY 1948 
KIND OF COMPARED WITH PREVIOUS MONTH GOMPARED WITH SAME MONTH AYEAR AGO 
BUSINESS -20% -10% 0 +10% +20% +30% +40% © -20% -10% 0 +10% +20% +30% +40% 
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Tobacco and Confectionery Trade Shows Greatest Gain 


Tobacco and confectionery wholesalers continued to register the 
greatest increase in dollar sales over 1947 with a gain of 13%. Sales of 
grocery wholesalers were up 11%, while wholesalers of drugs and hardware 
both reported an increase over last year of 9% in dollar value of business. 
Automotive equipment wholesalers’ sales were less than one per cent above 
the dollar volume in July, 1947. 


Substantial decreases in three trades 


Fruit and vegetable dealers and footwear wholesalers, whose 
sales have been below last year's level each month since the beginning of 
the year, again reported substantial declines in July. Wholesalers of fruits 
and vegetables reported sales 23% below July last year, while footwear 
wholesalers! sales were down 21%. Clothing wholesalers, whose sales in June 
showed and increase over 1947 for the second month this year, again dropped 
below 1947 in July by 14%. A slight decrease of 1% was also registered in 
the dry goods trade. 


Inventories Valued 11% Higher 


Inventories of wholesalers in the nine lines of trade included in 
this survey were valued 11% higher at July 31, 1948 than at the same date 
a year ago and were 7% higher than at the end of June this year. 


Tobacco and confectionery wholesalers reported stocks on hand at 
the end of July this year at a value 33% higher than at July 31, 1947. 
Stocks of dry goods wholesalers were valued 20% higher, while hardware and 
automotive equipment wholesalers reported increases in value of stocks on 
hand of 19% and 15% respectively. Smaller increases in value of inventories 
of 5% and 3% were recorded by drug and grocery wholesalers. ; 


Stocks held by footwear, clothing and fruit and vegetable whole- 
salers continued lower than last year. Decreases in value of stocks on 
hand at July 31, 1948 compared with July 51, 1947 were as follows: foot- 
wear, 6%; clothing, 18%; and fruits and vegetables, lie 
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Percentage Changes in Wholesale Trade 


Percentage Change 


sales 
INVENTORY 
(1) (2) 
June, July, July, Jan. -to- 
1948 1948 1948 July 1948 July 1948 
June, July, June, Jan, -to-= July 1947 
1947 1947 1948 July 1947 
Automotive Equipment ...+.. + 24 + 0.5 EAS eyOL® +1504 
Maritimes and Quebec ecco - 4,0 + 2.8 + 0.9 
UES see cus ses ace els 6 8 0's + 3.4 epi + 202 
WESULEIMPETOVINCES ce. aece 6 + 4.4 + 2.1 -20.9 
DUE Sere ye ele tialalt eve efenisis.e + a7 hho es + 9.4 + 1.6 +11.6 + 4.9 
Maritimes, Quebec and Ont. +16.8 + 6.2 + 1.9 
Western‘ FrovinCes ...se08 +2£28,0 419.4 + 1.8 
LOU IA NICE ge sci etd Binisles 4 occa) th 400 -14,0 -50.4 - 3.2 -18.3 
BME DOGOE staked a ohe ¢io.0 ores oe date +14,8 = 4,7 
Ontario & Western Prov ... 414.8 -20.1 
TOOLWERID y o's cules} elec s 6ca sip emo hle ¢ -20,7 -21.5 - 9.7 - 6.4 
Maritimes and Quebec ..... -13.9 “2200 
Ont. and Western Provinces -10.3 ~18.6 
DY CETOOM Lc tse sla ele oo vee ee ve ies dL ~ 1.4 -25.9 + 2.9 420.3 
Maritimes and Quebec ..... + 8.2 + 0.2 -41.7 
Ub Td Olney aes ahs fe notes hs oes +13.1 Ee gene =22.4 
Western Provinces ....c0s. +18.1 + 5.8 goth linS 
Fruits and Vegetables ..... -19.0 22 00 - 0.7 -17.1 -30.8 
Maritimes and Quebec cecece ~29.6 =22o01 -10.6 
IRUAT SO eee by ert ole eas 4 e's whe © - 8.2 -17.3 - 4.1 
Western Provinces .ss.eee.cs -25.4 =26.6 +12.3 
MrOCOPLlOS(AsS odsccceccetees tlo.e cleat 4:57.67 £7 S + 2.8 
MGV IGAMEOS 5 sheds cic 6 066 ee se 6 424.35 + 7.8 + 3.7 
EGE Cait Ate Ste ath ata 96-9: 6 $25. 50 + 3.5 - 6.5 + 1.8 
ONCEL TO sms sre ca eiseies cen te 6 +11.4 ap thor + 3.3 
PUR PU LOS Ree ctadsiets vss vee eee +17,0 +21.2 +18.6 
British Columbia .cceocece +10.3 +19.0 +°2.5 a 
MACIWATCLS «ticth scisice cs gece =the not (Sys = 9.7 + 8.2 +1952 
MOT. Us G Ros «als sis eh oso eieteus +11.,0 +14,2 - 8.5 
WHS DOGHIN Es v's 'o.ds daw eerec’s 0-4 6 +24.7 412.3 -16.8 
MILs Ouvates © stale eigiete ais 6 g.00s:5 +18.1 9,9 -19.4 
Western Frovinces .escsicec +10.7 + 5.4 =~ 408 [ 
Tobacco and Confectionery . +20.9 +12.9 - 0.8 +12.6 455 02 
Maritimes and Quebec ...0. +21.8 + 6.6 - 6.8 
ORC eal LObvee ss sus éleses oa 04's +20.4 +14,5 =HO.5 
Western Provinces ...cccee +20.9 +14.,4 + 2.0 
Wholesale Trade = 
MEU GIMCS | gs age ale tucecis.c eo 6 +16.3 + 6.9 $02.9 
RUGDOC Me och: « dh ee Gals eels cs + 4.3 - 2.7 - 6.3 
CELA RG tesa oath sls Car 004 thee : +10.3 + 129 = Dee 
PUALELGS 4 06s ao vite wa <i nie <6. +10.7 + 3.8 + 5.7 
Dia tssimoO.. UMD Sees slot eo © + 3.7 + 9.9 + 3.2 
CANADA sa so sme ele Sais 70 é + 8,8 ie eee - 2.0 + 3,6 +10.7 


(1) Revised. 4 


(2) Preliminary. 


4°StS 


9 °age ~ 0°gSE 9°Gos 


Teese =o See 
4°39¢ ¥° 995 ¥°vOr G°9BE 98e.e 9° LOV Page 6° 87S O° Ede eee? BPG, SEL 
G°Oae 6°81 y° Sse 8°6aS 4°6S¢E 6°66 T°eaea toes G°OTS “Sn Loe patae 
6°STS, ¥° GOS 0°00 9°4TS 6°9TE 8° UGS 8° hve 6° 4GS 8°T8e "SS Ore 
9° 976 +: 9° 09¢ B°9E¢6 ¥° 8S G° TSS o@- SOT 0°O6T 8° 26T G°SOs oom Gret Scar 
SQouTAOd otae4qud degen? R TCTENTY BB ONT MOLE Veerz % sou a 
A: t setae VaVNVO @ieicen tie quo oeqen® sowTITZey  YCVNVO aug woeea reer 
AUWNOTLOGZANOD GNV OOOVEOL aay MA UVH ; 

° to} ° Se Pa ° o7 ° c ic) r > ° eoee Cora eae ie i 
L°Tao 6°69 4°OTS 3° GSS 0° OVE 9° b6E G°S8e. 8°vSE G°6SS 9° T6¢e Bret “ATnE 
0°3be G°Tsa 9° GSS 0° 4S¢ 4°Tae G°8be ¥2Guc, ,38-06c L°4TE 8°O42 oe 2 °S RV Ge Sune 
3° O4E %°9SS G°04de s 62S 4°S8e T°sve €°99S 8b °OS 4°SO0E G°396 “lerel pron eter 
0° 8 0°0S¢ 6°063 C°OPS 4°G8sa °80¢ 8°O0as 4°86T 6°GLe 9° 0c? noes’? 96m aainr 
5 °80S @ 648 6°00 6° 46d Ce6t T° 4dT Ouest = t Z9t Uae cmon! ore Grok Le 


A ES ER RS a 


rid ime OTIeQUO Sane eee VaV NWO ie aes SOTIT@IG OTLe4UQ oeqoenh SOeUTYTIeEN YVAYNVO 
UI945 OM. as SOUT TIEN Ust 4t4t¢g eee <s 5 + le oe 1: YZUOW pue .1e93t 
CUTdVLHORA ONY SLIM SHIAHOOND 
° ty °o Cc an °o ~ © ° ° o RR as Sl =e PS 
T°sae 9*SeTt S°Svt macy sat C°TAT Sage chi o° See G° age T°08¢ Bv6eT “ATNE 
v° ats o°6SS E°EbVS B°SSe C°site T°oetve °9SE G°8Ge 9°S428 eoccoe Brel “Suny 
v°60¢ 3°0020 0°CPT 8°O8T or OLS 0°96T eo Bag T°8t¢ 0°9G¢6 el ey = See 8 sk 
4°00 B°L4T T° sat O°19T 4°O6T v° Sat @ SSS 9° Les voyaS 22222 OPEN ig Tee. 
o°6PT L°66T @ SOT B°TST 6°SST 4°9FT @ tée 0° S0¢ 0°80¢ oF 92 2% COG autre 
S9oUTAOIg oaqen® » _ ; seouTAolg “qug R°on ae: > 
OT Le qu VV NV NV VaVNVO = VaYNVO 
UL99S op 0 Soult AT Len ; 9 vav ‘2. av W ULEe4SoM SOUTITIBW YU Quon pue Ieez 
sdood AUC YVaAMLOOd = ONIHLOTO Sond 
6° 23e if Ge 9°30 sera Face 3° S63 S°ves 8° PES T°ste =. 6°bRe Fees Pighel SATne 
0°80% 6°6VE 0°66E 0° 64S Gove b° 4420 O°00S ~0°9S2 6° 60S 8°06¢S oeecoe OPEL ‘ouny 
© 9S ¥° SIS 9°T6S 6° 80E 4°3eS C°SBe o 642 S° Tbs) 4°86¢ 6°94¢e meee <= CVO ne 
9° L0¢E G°30E 2°80% v°soS 6°64¢e 8° S96 Gra 8°91 G°1se 8 °OSS oeeee* OFeL BATHE 
va 6*36T 3° T8s C°33ae 9° ESS 6-806 6° LOG roast 9° ORS 6°70 ce See? CpG a be 
S20UTAOLIT oeqene? BIquUN_OD: _ oe : e. oaks 
atoieot OoT1e4uU0 Sout atrem Vay NvO ustatig S8TITe@Ig oOtiequQ dseqene SoutTgrIzen: VAVNVO YqUOM pue zeex 


GLNANGINCH FATLONOLAV 


aCVaL WIVSHIOHM. 


Be (OOT = 6£6T - CHET 
VaVNYO NI SHIVS WIVSTIOHM SO SUMHWNN XHONI ATHENON 


MERCHANDISING TILE »ws 


Published by Authority of the Rt. Hon. C. D. Howe, M.P,, 


Minister of Trade and Commerce 


halt A ie BRPARTMENT OF TRADE AND COMMERCE 
er Seige “cis OMINION BUREAU OF STATISTICS 
ON Gen oh MERCHANDISING AND SERVICES STATISTICS 
+ yyice OTTAWA, CANADA 
Forse tiny coateieprd Walets Hh, [ns 0S. CANAD 
Dominion Statistician: Herbert Marshall 
Director, Division of Census of Industry and Merchandising: W. H. Losee 
Chief, Merchandising and Services Statistics: C. H. McDonald 


16-4040 
6 


arn 
WHOLESALE TRADE 


AUGUST 1948 


Gain Over 1947 Greater in August 


Dollar sales of wholesalers in August, 1948 were 9% in excess of the 
sales volume in August, 1947 and 5% higher than the July, 1946 figure according 
to statements submitted by 378 wholesslers representing nine lines of trade. 
The August gein was greater than that for the year to date, sales for the first 
piene months of 1948 being 4% higher than sales in the corresponding period of 
1947 The general unadjusted index (on the base, average for 1935-1939 = 100) 
stood at 296.7 for August,194%, 272.2 for Auguet,1947, and 283.5 for July,1948. 


All regions recorded increases in wholesalers! sales over August, 
1947. Sales in British Columbia were up 13%, falloweda by the Maritime Pro- 


vinces with a gain of 12%. Ontario wholesalers reported an increase of 10% 
while those in the Prairie Provinces and Quebec recorded gains of 8% and 5% 
respectively. 


PERCENTAGE CHANGES IN SALES AND INVENTORIES 


AUGUST !948 


KIND OF COMPARED WITH PREVIOUS MONTH COMPARED WITH SAME MONTH A YEAR AGO 
BUSINESS ~90% -10% 0 +10% +20% +30% +40% -20% -10% O +10% +20% +30% +40% 
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Sales Up in Dry Goods and Apparel Trades 


Increases in sales of all trades except tobacco and confectionery 
in August, 1948 compared with August, 1947 exceeded the gains recorded for 
the year to date over the corresponding period of last year. Sales of 
wholesalers of dry goods, footwear and clothing recovered from the July 
slump to register increases of 18%, 9%, and 3/0 respectively over August 
last year. The substantial increases over July in these trades follow the 
normal seasonal patterns for this period. 


Grocers' sales were 17% in excess of those in August a year ago, 
the greatest gain registered over last year in any month to date, while 
increases of 15,0 and 14) were reported by wholesalers of drugs and hard- 
ware. Sales of tobacco and confectionery wholesalers were 12% in excess 
of the August, 1947 volume although 10, below July, 1948. 


Two Trades Show Drop in Sales 


A slight drop of less than one per cent was reported for August 
this year compared with last by wholesalers of automotive equipment. Fruit 
and vegetable dealers' sales continued 18 below the 1947 level. 


Stocks Up 12% Over 1947 


Stocks in the hands of wholesalers in the nine lines of trade 
covered by this survey were valued 12% higher at the end of August this 
year than at the same date a year ago but were 2% lower than at July 
Slst this year. 


Wholesalers of tobacco and confectionery, dry goods, and hardware 
again registered the largest increases in value of inventories compared 
with a year ago. Value of stocks of drug, automotive equipment and 
grocery wholesalers also showed increases ranging between 8% and 11%, 
Footwear wholesalers’ inventories were valued 9% below last year, while 
decreases of 22% and 25% respectively were reported by clothing and 
fruit and vegetable wholesalers. 
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Wholesale Sales Reach New High in September 


2 Wholesale sales in September rose to a new high 9% above the dollar 
volume for September, 1947 and 11% above August, 1948 according to statements 
submitted by 390 wholesalers representing nine lines of trade. The cumulative 
gain for the year to date compared with the corresponding period of 1947 was 
raised to 5%. with the September increase. The general unadjusted index (on 
the base, average for 1935-1939=100) reached the all-time Pate of 328.9 con- 
pared with 301.7 for September, 1947 and 297.2 for August, 1943. 


By regions, the largest increase over September a year ago was re- 
corded for the Prairie Provinces where dollar sales of wholesalers. were up 
14%. Ontario, Quebec and Britieh Columbia followed with gains of 8%, 7% ana 


6% respectively while in the Maritime Provinces, sales were 4% above last 
year. 


PERCENTAGE CHANGES IN SALES AND INVENTORIES 


SEPTEMBER 1948 


KIND OF COMPARED WITH PREVIOUS MONTH COMPARED WITH SAME MONTH AYEAR AGO 
BUSINESS ~-20% -10% 0 +10% +20% +30% +40% -20% -10% 0 +10% +20% +30% +40% 
| | | | 
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Upward Trend in Sales Continues 

September increases exceeded the cumulative gain for the 
year to date in all trades except drugs while in four trades, automotive 
equipment, clothing, dry goods, and hardware, dollar sales in the month 
of September surpassed all previous figures. 


The increase of 23% over September, 1947 registered by clothing 
wholesalers was the largest of the month, sales of tobacco and confec- 
tionery wholesalers following with a gain of 16%. September sales by 
wholesalers of hardware were 13% above September, 1947, while footwear 
and dry goods wholesalers’ sales increased 12%. Grocers' sales were up 
9% and drugs, 7%. Wholesalers of automotive equipment reported an in- 
crease of 5% over the already high volume of 1947. 


Fruit and vegetable dealers! sales for Canada showed a smaller 
drop from 1947 than has been recorded so far this year, but-the results 
varied by regions. A gain of 7% in the Western Provinces partially 
offset declines of 20% in the Maritimes and Quebec combined and of 8% 
in Ontario, resulting in a drop of only 2% for Canada as a whole. 


Stocks Continue Below 1947 in Three Trades. 


The value of stocks held by wholesalers in the nine trades 
combined at the end of September was 14% higher than at the same date 
a year ago but clothing, fruit and vegetable and footwear wholesalers 
reported decreases in value of stocks of 29%, 14%, and 12% respectively. 


All other trades showed substantial increases in value of 
inventories compared with last year. Wholesalers of hardware and dry 
goods reported stocks on hand valued 20% higher than at September 30, 
1947, while gains of 19% and 16% were recorded by tobacco and confection= 
ery and grocery wholesalers. A gain of 7% in-value of stocks was re= 
gistered for drug wholesalers while stocks on hand in the automotive 
equipment trade were valued 5% higher than at the same date last year. 
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General Sales Index Drops 


Dollar sales of wholeeslers in October fell 1% below the volume 
for October, 1947 and were 24 less than the September sales according to 
statemente submitted by 375 wholesalers in nine lines of trade. Cumuletive 
sales for the 10 months of 1948 were 4% in excess of the dollar sales for 
the corresponding period of 1947. The general unadjusted index (on the 
base, average for 1935-1939 = 100) stood at 322.6 for October, 194%, 325.5 
for October, 1947, and 327.6 for September, 1948, 


The Prairie Provinces, with a gain of &% over October, 197, was 
the only region to record an increase in dollar seles. In Quebec , the 
volume of ssles was unchanged from a vear ago while a decline of 2% was re- 
corded for British Columbia, 6% for Ontario, and 7% for the Maritime Prov- 
inces. 


PERCENTAGE CHANGES IN SALES AND INVENTORIES 


OCTOBER 1948 


KIND OF - COMPARED WITH PREVIOUS MONTH COMPARED WITH SAME MONTH A YEAR AGO 
BUSINESS ~90% -10% 0 +10% +20% +30% +40% 20% -10% O +10% +20% +30% +40% 
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Three trades were responsible for the general sales index 
registering a decline. Sales of footwear wholesalers were 9% below 
last year's level, while grecery wholesalers’ sales dropped below 
those for October, 1947 by 10%. Fruit and vegetable dealers’ sales 
were 17% below last year's level. 


On the other hand, sales of automotive equipment wholesalers 
rose 20% above October a year ago, reaching the highest collar sales 
volume on record for.any month. A gain of 15% over 1947 was registered 
by dry goods wholesalers, while increases of 9%, 6% and 5% occurred 
respectively in the hardware, clothing, and tobacco and confectionery 
trades. Drug wholesalers reported sales 2% above last Octobere 


Stocks Valued 12% Above 1947 


Stocks in the hands of wholesalers at October 31, 1948 
were valued 12% higher than at the same date last year, with six of 
the nine trades surveyed contributing to the gain. Grocery, hardware, 
tcbacco and confectionery, and dry goods wholesalers reported sub- 
stantial increases in value of inventories ranging between 16% and 
18%. Automotive equipment dealers’ inventories increased 7% in value 
and drug wholesalers’, 4%. 


Footwear, clothing, and fruit and vegetable wholesalers, 
continuing the trend of the past several months, showed inventories 
valued below 1947 by 8%, 20% and 21% respectively. 
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B DEPT. OF HOLESALE TRADE 
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SLUNOMY NOVEMBER 1948 
Gain of in Sales Volure Over November, 19 


Dollar volume of wholesale sales in November, 1948 was 7% in ex- 
cess of the sales in November, 1947 and 2% below the volume in October, 
194% according to statements submitted by 362 wholesalers in nine lines of 
trade. Cumulative sales for the eleven months of 1948 were 4% higher than 
in the corresponding period of 1947. The general unadjusted index (on the 
base, average for 1935-1939=100) stood at 316.2 for November, 194%, 295.0 
for November, 1947, and 321.9 for October, 1948. 


All regions registered increases in dollar volume of wholesale 
sales over November, 1947. Sales in Quebec were up 10%; in British Colum- 
bia, 8%; and in the Prairie Provinces, 7%. Wholesalers in Ontario and in 
the Maritime Provinces reported dollar sales up 4% and 1% respectively. 


PERCENTAGE CHANGES IN SALES AND INVENTORIES 
NOVEMBER 1948 
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Food Sales Drop 


Wholesalers of both fruits and vegetables and of groceries 
registered declines in dollar sales volume from November, 1947. Sales 
in the fruits and vegetables trade were down 2% while grocery whole= 
salers reported a decrease of 4% in dollar volume. 


Other Trades Show Increases 


All other trades included in the survey recorded increases 
in sales volume in November, 1948 compared with November, 1947. Dry 
goods and hardware wholesalers had the greatest percentage gains at 
24% and 23% respectively. Sales of drug wholesalers were up 17%3 
clothing wholesalers, 15%; tobacco and confectionery wholesalers, 11%; 
and footwear wholesalers, 9%. Wholesale dealers in automotive equip=- 
ment registered a gain of 5% over the already high volume of November, 
1947.6 


Inventories valued 11% higher 


Total dollar value of stocks in the hands of wholesalers in 
the nine lines of trade under review was 11% higher at November 30, 1948 
than at the same date in 1947. Tobacco and confectionery and grocery 
wholesalers reported inventories valued 24% and 21% respectively above 
the value at November 30, 1947. Hardware wholesalers' stocks were up 
16%; dry goods wholesalers', 8%; automotive equipment wholesalers', 6%} 
and drug wholesalers', 4%. 


A decline in value of inventories of 11% was recorded by 
footwear wholesalers, while fruit and vegetable dealers' stocks were down 
19%. Clothing wholesalers reported a drop of 23% in value of stocks on 
hand compared with November 50, 1947. 
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WHOLESALE TRADE 
DECEMBER 1948 


December Sales 5% Above Year Ago 


Wholesslers' sales in December, 1948 were 5% higher in doller 
volume than in December, 1947 but 17% below the November, 1943 volume. 
This drop from November was greater than the usual seasonal decline for 
the past few years. Tnese figures are baeed on statements received from 
363 wholesalers representing nine lines of trade. Dollar sales for the 
twelve months of 1543 were 5% in excess of the volume for the year 1947, 

" The general unadjusted index (on the base, average for 1935-1939 = 100 

etood at 263.2 for December, 1948, 251.1 for December, 1947, and 316.2 
for November, 1948. : 


Separate figures by provinces indicate that December sales in 
the nine lines of trade included in the survey were higher than in De- 
cember,1947 1n all provinces but British Columbia where a Geciine of 4g 


was recorded. Percentage gains in the other regions were as follows: 
Maritime Provinces, 3%; Quebec, 4%; Ontario, 4%; Prairie Provinces, 12%. 


PERCENTAGE CHANGES IN SALES AND INVENTORIES 
DECEMBER 1948 


KIND OF COMPARED WITH PREVIOUS MONTH COMPARED WITH SAME MONTH AYEAR AGO 
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Footwear Only Trade With Decrease in Sales Volume 


Footwear wholesalers registered a drop of 14% in sales volume 
from December, 1947 but results varied in different parts of the country. 
A gain of 22% in Ontario and the Western Provinces combined was more than 
offset by a 40% drop in Quebec and the Maritimes combined. 


Sales of wholesale grocers remained practically unchanged from 
December 8 year ago while a gain of 1% was reported by dry goods whole- 
salers. The dollar volume of sales in the tobacco and confectionery trade 
increased 5% over December, 1947, while sales of drugs and fruits and 
vegetables dealers were up 7%. More substantial gains of 11% were record- 
ed by wholesalers of hardware and of automotive equipment, with the high- 
est percentage gain ‘of 24% being reported by clothing wholesalers. 


Stocks valued 6% above December, 1947 


Wholesalers inventories at the end of December, 1948 were 
valued 6% higher than at the seme date a year ago. Three trades, footwear, 
clothing and fruits and vegetables, showed marked decreases of 23%, 21% 
and 11% respectively in value of stocks on hand. 


Wholesale grocers reported stocks on hand at a value 1% higher 
than on the corresponding date a year ago, while an increase of 3% was 
registered by wholesalers of drugs and of automotive equipment. Other 
trades included in the survey registered more substantial increases in 
value of stocks on hand as follows: dry goods, 11%; hardware, 15%; and 
tobacco and confectionery, 24%. 
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WHOLESALE TRADE 


JANUARY 1949 


Sales Volume Unchanged from January, 1948 


The dollar volume of wholesale sales in January, 1949 was lees 
than one-half of one per cent lower than in January, 194% and 7% below 
the volume for December, 1948 according to statements from 357 whole- 
salers representing nine lines of trade. The general unadjusted index 
(on the base, average for 1935-1939 = 100) stood at 243.2 for January, 
1949, 244.2 for January, 1948, and 262.1 for December, 1948. 


Dollar sales of wholesalerg in the Province of Quebec were 7% 
lower than in January a year ago and in British Columbia, sales were 


down 3%. An increase of 2% over January, 1948 was registered in all 
other regions of the country. 


PERCENTAGE CHANGES IN SALES AND INVENTORIES 
JANUARY 1949 


KIND OF COMPARED WITH PREVIOUS MONTH COMPARED WITH SAME MONTH AYEAR AGO 
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Sales Drop in Dry Goods and Apparel Trades 


Wholesalers in the dry goods and appurel trades registered 
marked declines in dollar volume of sales in January, 1949 compared 
with January @ year ago. Sales of footwear wholesalers were down 41% 
sales of clothing wholesalers dropped 26%, and dry goods wholesalers’ 
sales were 18% below January, 1948. 


Sales of grocery wholesalers were slightly lower than in 
January last year, while modest gains of 2%, 3%, and 4% were reported 
respectively by wholesalers of tobacco and confectionery, hardware, 
and automotive equipment. Fruit and vegetable dealers recorded sales 


% above last year's level, while drug wholesalers! sales were up 10%. 


Inventories Generally Higher in Value 


Stocks in the hands of wholesalers et the end of January, 1949 
were valued 13% higher than the inventory at the corresponding date in 
1948, Clothing wholesalers’ stocks were 6% lower in value and inventor- 


ies of footwear wholesalers were 15% lower than at January 31, 1948. 


All other trades registered increases in value of inventories. 


Grocery and drug wholesalers’! inventories were 5% higher in value, 
automotive equipment wholesalers' stocks were up 7, and fruit and 


vegetable dealers', 12%. More substantial gains in value of stocks on 


hand were reported by wholesalers of hardware, tobacco and confectionerys 


and dry goods at 22%, 23%, and 24% respectively. 
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i 2 INVENTORY 
December, January, January, 
1948 1949 1949 Jan., 1949 
December, January, December, ‘Jan., 1948 
1947 1948 1948 
Automotive Equipment ...s.. lol ee +a ay Pie) 
Maritimes and Quebec oeoce = 2,8 + 4.0 =26,0 
Ontario ®BSSR9COCOECLOSOOOOOO8 F202 + eS?) oe 3,0 
Western Provinces .e.eccee +11.9 +1556 +2261 
PIMC ies datos attest icesce. + 648 11002 ~ 419.2 ep 
Maritimes, Quebec and Ont, =p Ue) sie +15.4 
Western Provinces ...ccece = CIA(S te oS +36,7 
PES crite. Seon ce ses. et +0456 ~25—99 melee = 5.9 
RAD GG MieeRacglh-elo ede cle’ sle d o-0 7s +49,7 = 8.3 
Ontario & Western Prov. .. * 6,9 5267 
BOOUN CATA wis'sis cbse a silsesce.. “l4s9 =40,9 =41 2 =15,5 
Maritimes and Quebec .ecoe =38,2 -51,5 
Ontario and Western Prov.. 414.4 ~29,6 
DrvacoodseisAseei lsacc<c. tock . =18.2 eet t00.0. ik? ata aie eS Soe 
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9,38 OSS 


Western Provinces .eccccce +19, =e - O.¢ 
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EXO LG SEs ereta's Chale ctiets She cc + 3,4 7 OG + 8.3 
DuyAeishs CO] usibid.-y eclee's o/c tae + 5.4 = 2,0 
Pa OWEY OES, cicict's aie Miltitinies os) t10,9 Teed -13,2 2 beeies 
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SRCISCIY Bega Aare ay a ge +15,8 7768 rant 
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Tobacco and Confectionery . + 4.2 tay ®) =LS.o #25,2 
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ONDE Val OM ie lee cid Use at + 3,2 + 244% =14,7 
Western Provinces .o.+e'ess ap an, +. 2.9 =14,.2 
Wholesale Trade - i 
Maritimes ®SOSCESHOR FOF ERGe80 + Ae) + Cel -14,5 
MCU OCs ste ca elaine ures che +i 248 = 626 cad! OP 6 
PGA Ce, oc cs a oe the cote NONE a0 UP es) De A 
Prairies ©1060 belo 4 6 sels elaceie 411.7 pt Rg = Oe 
Bratish Golwnhiay, <4... 6 = 5e2 De A Peet 
SS pe gpg ents a eg ee ne ec Lf ee 
CANADA CSOCTZ OCHO HOGS OL OYEOD + 4.4 oad 0.4 sa Oe ete 
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WHOLESALE TRADE 
FEBRUARY 1949 
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Doller Sales Up 2% 


February, 1949 sales of wholesalers were 2% higher in dollar 
volume then in February last year and 1% higher than in January, 1949, 
according to statements from 366 wholesslers representing nine lines 
of wholesale trade. The general unadjusted index (on the base, 1935 - 
1939=100) stood at 244.6 for February, 1949, 239.8 for February, toke. 
end 243.2 for January, 1949, 


Sales in Quebec and in British Columbia continued below lest 
year by 6% and 3% respectively. Wholesalers in the Maritime Provinces 
reported an increase of 2% while gains of 4% and 10% were recorded for 
Ontario and the Prairie Provinces respectively. 


PERCENTAGE CHANGES IN SALES AND INVENTORIES 
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FEBRUARY 1949 


COMPARED WITH PREVIOUS MONTH COMPARED WITH SAME MONTH A YEAR AGO 
BUSINESS ~30% -10% 0 +10% +20% +30% +46% -20% -10% 0 +*10% +20% +30%+40% 
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Sales in Dry Goods and Apparel Trades Continue Below 1948 


Wholesalers of dry goods and apparel continued to report 
sales below the 1948 volume although the February declines were less 
marked than those recorded for January. Footwear wholesalers’ sales 
decreased 5%, dry goods wholesalers’, 9% while a drop of 16% was 
recorded by clothing wholesalers. 


Moderate gains were reported by all other trades, Drug 
wholesalers and tobacco and confectionery wholesalers reported sales 
in February, 1949 up 5% from February a year ago. Sales of grocery 
and fruit and vegetable dealers were up 4%, while gains of 2% were 
reported by wholesalers of hardware and automotive equipment. 


Inventories up 16% 


Wholesalers! inventories were valued 16% higher at the end 
of February, 1949 than at the corresponding date a year ago, Foot= 
wear wholesalers recorded a decline of 7% in value of stocks on hand 
compared with last year but all other trades showed increases, 


The largest increases were reported by the dry goods and 
tobacco and confectionery trades at 29% and 28% respectively. Hard- 
ware wholesalers stocks were up 23% in value and those of automotive 
equipment dealers, 14%. Other trades reported increases in value of 
stocks as follows: drugs, 8%,3 groceries, 7%: fruits and vegetables, 

“ae and Clothing, cis 
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Percentage Change 


Sle eas 
(1) (2) INVENTORY 
JANUATY » February, February, 
1949 1949 1949 Feb., 1949 
January s February, January , Feb., 1948 
1948 1948 1949 
Automotive Equipment ...056 Pee et, Fea + 2.8 #14,1 
Maritimes and Quebec .eococ a? IAP =15,3 +O. 
Dae GN Curerd ea sialice CNG 9 oo als Oe 7 O.1 ae aie - 4,4 
MSS CSrTeSTOVINCES eis es oeccis + 4,0 + 567 + 3,6 
PUTAS eevee wrale eve lite ooh o.0 sis eck TOR + 5,4 =15,0 FATS 
Maritimes, Quebec and Ont, pay Ae +) 6,6 “14.9 
Western Provinces  .coccces 2 eee at ay f -13.7 
RRO AAS Sa ie tre ots a c whe 6 c's 6 =20.1 -16,0 ied Ss ae as) 
UGLO © @ aa 4-4. ctpiiiaie.a'e0 evelaic« tie + 0.5 me iO gc) 
Ontario and Western FProv.. =50,.3 =21.0 
BE) GN GE ime tetas Sia ols bla eo <aé.n.e =40,3 =» 5,1 tiilig am = 6.5 
Maritimes and Quebec ooscoo =51.5 = pled 
Ontario and Western Prov,. =28,6 = 9.7 
BSC VMAGOG Se cele sg « ts ace ecblacevece 769 = 8,9 418.2 +29,3 
Maritimes and Quebec oo... =21 ol “11,5 2. Ole 
Ontario COC COOTH OHS 029000 =14,0 =a tat 415.4 
Western Provinces oooceceoc “19.1 = 5,6 Ties 
Fruits and Vegetables 4.00. FB ot + 3.8 a) Sue sore 
Maritimes and Quebec ....c. + 9.4 = 4,4 alti th 
Ontario SCOLZCOSOLECLOOOBOO000 + 6,3 Thee = 8.2 
Western Provinces oeococce Tlige 410.35 + 4,4 
POCO T aS splay siclekcs so ss - 0,4 + 4,1 =P250 Ge 
MA Toh LO Sate p ap e¥e create ois sso s = 0.1 ite se Se 
eee wee re eins s'ucate w o's ercie ole =-12.7 12.3 411.6 
DOTOALO sia’s o's a ¢ 4 c50' <'s'to 6s FPO 67 TOT 62 Sehinef: 
PEK Oa eats s/g bidia’e 66's oe 0.0 +60),.6 + 9,4 a EM TE 
Beiuag i OOLUMDIENIS. cise. +. Gel 7. = 8.8 
Piro We COM. wie sts a ate wldte o's 6 + Sol #1559 + 3.4 +22.8 
Maritimes COeeeoCOoe cee Oe 800 call toy al +10,0 + 132) 
Ra Ciel ace ew ik's a o\6 esis 0 69s 0'n.e 1 oath = 0.8 =13,1 
StS ear LC Meu g 6 Pinldcs ores s 6 «hes. T1Oge SFG. c teen 
Western Provinces .csesces ~ 4.2 £0 eT + 4,3 
Tobacco and Confectionery , cae ngntep ee = 6,3 +27,9 
Maritimes and Quebec ose. (x) +15,6 - 0.4 
PGA CLO sitet 4 deus cre se 6 teed + 3,5 - 2.5 
Western Provinces .ecesees neers) Le Merwe ~10,8 
Whelesale Trade- |) 
Beta red CLANS SE Py eG og a Gi vible 6 6 Lactre iene eee 
MUOUGC leas ee au we 6 alee e's ries, - 6,5 #12,5 
OUGHT aes yk eid cies erated eins’ 9.0 fly + 4,0 14,0 
PUTTS Hes 5 siateiatnkls wie teres +16 tod. 2 + 3.5 
BELOLS HE OOUUINDAG egies aces oe = 15 - 3,35 -10.4 
SRR RMES ere tiers ales «chee ees - 0.4 a We, + 0.6 +1558 
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MARCH 1949 


Seles 7% Above March, 1948 


Dolisr volume of wholesale gales in March, 1949 was 7% higher 
than in March a yesr ago and 16% above February, 1949 according to atete- 
ments submitted by 373 wholesalers representing nine lines of trade. Cu- 
mulative sales for the first quarter of 1949 were 3% in excess of dollar 
sales in the corresponding period of 194. The generel unadjusted index 
(on the base, average for 1935-1939=100) stood at 283.4 for March, 1949, 
264.9 for March, 19g, and 245.1 for February, 1949. 


All provinces showed increases over March a year ago, the larg- 
est gain of 15% being recorded in the Prairie Provinces. Wholesale sales 


in Ontario were up SE; in the Maritime Provinces, 3%; while Quebec and 
British Columbia both registered gains of 1%. 


PERCENTAGE CHANGES IN SALES AND INVENTORIES 
MARCH 1949 


KIND OF COMPARED WITH PREVIOUS MONTH COMPARED WITH SAME MONTH AYEAR AGO 
BUSINESS -20% -10% 0 +10% +20% +30% +40% 20% -10% OQ +#10% +20% +30%+40% 
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Fruit and Vegetable Sales Up 


Fruit and vegetable wholesalers recorded the largest increm@se over 
March last year with a gain of 18%, bringing the increase for the year to date 
over the corresponding period last year to 10%, 


Sales of footwear wholesalers were 15% higher than in March a year 
ago, after having been below last year in the two previous months, The cumu= 
lative sales for the first quarter were 10% below the first quarter of 1948, 


Drug wholesalers! Sales were 11% above last year while automotive 
equipment wholesalers, grocery wholesalers and hardware wholesalers all re=- 
corded gains of 7%, Sales of tobacco and confectionery wholesalers were 3% 
higher than in March a year ago, 


Dry goods wholesalers, who had also recorded decreased sales for the 
past two months, showed a slight gain of 1%, bringing the cumulative sales for 
1949 to 9% below 1948, Sales of clothing wholesalers continued below last 
year by 10%. 


Stocks Up 13%. 


Inventories of wholesalers in the nine trades surveyed were valued 
13% higher at the end of March, 1949 than at the corresponding date a year 
ALO. 


Gains of 23% and 22% respectively were recorded by dry goods and 
hardware wholesalers, Fruit and vegetable, and tobacco and confectionery 
wholesalers reported an increase of 9% in stocks on hand, automotive equip= 
ment and drug wholesalers’ stocks were up 7%, while grocery wholesalers! 


inventories were valued 3% higher than at March 31 last year, 


Clothing wholesalers’ stocks were lower by 2% in dollar value while 
footwear wholesalers reported stocks down 16% from last year. 
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Percentage Changes in Wholesale Trade 
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February, March, March, Jan.-to- 


1949 1949 1949 Mar,,1949 March, 1949 
February, March, Feb, Jan,=-to= March, 1948 
1948 1948 1949 Mar, 51948 
Automotive Equipment ...... + 2.6 +1629 + 0,6 + 4,1 + 7,5 
Maritimes and Quebec ..... =14,9 “17.4 =12.0 - 9,9 
Ontario 62602700002 C0000000 1 eri Teo. 6 ot TS) Po ga 
Weoternerrovinces. <cae «es +665 sl bey & Te a + 8,4 
UNURO Sc tisiceshee hadiacceccs ¥h Gel sg | ca pres: +952 + 7,4 
Maritimes, Quebec and Ont, + 7,4 + 9,4 = 0,8 + 9.4 
Western Provinces seceecs Pheer vp ktayats! 11559 on ASHALe" 
ae sale wid oda whe oxvieie’s.0 Le = 9,9 +20.9 =15,0 = 26:5 
Quebec SCCOSROCHOXDOXZR00008 0008 = Cag =18.6 
Ont. and Western Provinces 19.6 = 3,9 
Reet cee. Sel dececesieaave. -10ae (414.5. ~~ 44501 “10,400 Go wunloe7 ae 
Maritimes and Quebec .wocce lagi nests: +1929 
Ont. and Western Provinces =16,7 +10,.8 
PTY VrOOCG Ss + isss Se db ecesce = Ssl | + 1,0 TONS = 8.5 ; eee 
Maritimes and Quebec oeseo =10,9 ey OARS +1 Se -10,3 
OE Phe Oa sieale nas. anil h edie ii Saw aie = 8.9 PS: + 7.4 = 6,8 
MOSLEY PCOVINCES <¢da-0 nee =.5,6 SO +219 - 7,8 
aeons age es olesiee as osc) & Su tleel. Stel. a10,2)C CCE 
Maritimes and Quebec ooeo0e = 4,0 hua te Pah Fel 6 ar (3h5(6) 
SUR Ole crak oie a Gua tiie a> 3°60 *+ 1.4 *#15,5 +31.0 t 8.0 
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MOGI AIGE ena ys 6k a sls a6-6 <0 5 71558 ms) 419.1 Fe 
Quebec ©9000OR0G 0527000500 va Oc! = 1.9 414.3 + io 
Ser rw OR ce cee Worcs died ss <s + 5.9 5 ee Tolar Oy 
Western Provinces ...cccee Jeu O rea 2 teats: Ab Poa se dass, 
Tobacce and Confectionery , + 5,4 Piet +24,2 ead nieaislens: 
Maritimes and saehec..oces + 5,6 = 2,9 He oe: +t Oe4 
REM Mo bee ht, Se a ee eas + 269 7-956 + 2.8 
MOstern Provinces s.<ecses avee FI0.0 +34,2 + 5,3 
Wholesale Trade = 
Wee GANS ae rey sa Bog a a ote aa AS + 3,3 +2247 +72 eT 
Quebec Cee 2709288980007 00000 = 4,6 mE 0.8 +15.4 => 3,95 
Ontario eeeeceeseveconena0ee z Sel tae +14,7 ny 4.5 
PTR GMa ee gels ae ale tis cote tS, 414.8 +16,.0 + 8,7 
DEVeLSi ere 1ey ose ee 6 hes = 3.2 * 0,8 4153.2 Stl gsc 
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WHOLESALE TRADE 


APRIL_1949 


April Sales 2% Above 1948 


Sales of wholesalers in April, 1949 were 2% higher in dollar 


volume than in April a year ago and 2% above March, 1949 
submitted by 368 wholesalers 
Sales for the first four months were 3% in excess of the vol- 


statements 
trade. 


ume in the corresponding period of 1948. 


(on the base, 


average for 1935 - 193 
1949, 285.4 for April, 1948, and 283. 


representing 


according to 
nine lines of 


The generai unadjusted index 
= 100) 
for March, 1949, 


stood at 29057 for April 


Trends in the different regions of the country showed consi- 


derable variation. 


Wholesalers in the Prairie Provinces recorded the 


greatest increase at 14%, while Ontario wholesalers! sales were up 2%. 


A decline of 4% was reported for Quebec, 


while in 


British Columbia 


sales were down 6% and in the Maritime Provinces, &%. 
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PERCENTAGE CHANGES IN SALES AND INVENTORIES 
APRIL 1949 


KIND OF COMPARED WITH PREVIOUS MONTH COMPARED WITH SAME MONTH AYEAR AGO 
BUSINESS ~90% -10% 0 +10% +20% +30% +40% =20% -10% OO +10% +20% +30%+40% 
| | | | | | 
Blcuate [ mw SALES | | 
| [J INVENTORIES | 
AUTOMOTIVE eV HLe 
EQUIPMENT 


Footwear and Fruit and Vegetable Wholesalers' Sales Improved 


Footwear wholesalers and fruit and vegetable wholesalers re- 
corded sales 21% and 18% higher respectively than the dollar volumes re- 
corded in April, 1948. Clothing wholesalers also reported an increase in 
sales of 10% after having been below 1948 for the first three months of 
the year. 


Drug wholesalers! sales were up 9%, while automotive equipment 
and tobacco and confectionery wholesalers both reported gains of 8% over 
April a year ago. 


Dollar sales of hardware wholesalers were 2% below April, 1947, 
the only part of the country to register increased sales in this trade 
being the Prairie Provinces with a gain of 6%. The same situation pre- 
vailed in the wholesale dry goods and groceries trades, where all regions 
recorded decreases except the Prairie Provinces. Dollar sales of dry 
goods wholesalers for all Canada were down 3% from last April, while the 
Western Provinces showed an increase of 7%. In the grocery trade, sales 
for Canada registered a drop of 7%, while sales in the Prairie Provinces 
were up by 5%. 


Inventories up 10% 


Stocks in the hands of wholesalers in the nine trades surveyed 
were valued 10% higher at the end of April, 1949 than at the correspond- 
ing date a year ago. 


The largest increase in value of stocks on hand compared with 
last year was reported by hardware wholesalers at 19%. Stocks of tobacco 
and confectionery and dry goods wholesalers also registered substantial 
increases of 17%. Automotive equipment wholesalers' stocks were valued 
7% higher and grocery wholesalers 6%, while a minor increase of 2% was re= 
corded by fruit and vegetable wholesalers. 


Footwear wholesalers! stocks were 19% lower than at the same 
date a year ago, while clothing wholesalers reported a decrease of 3% 


Percentage Changes in Wholesale Trade 


————ao 


i 3 oes INVENTORY 
March, April, April, oe ag 
1949 1949 1949 apres 1 April, 1949 
arch, April, March, hacer ie April, 1946 
1948 1948 "1949 ee 
Automotive Equipment ..e... * 6.0 + 7.8 415.0 + 4.9 eal 
Maritimes and Quebec ...-. -15.,1 =13.9 7B. -10.5 
Ue LOM sss cere e ae ehate Rio ea 6 a? e®) Tee + 8,9 + 3.9 
Western Provinces ..sccasee +1526 tol of He et el braacyr = 
Druga ein. Me cid silicess vse #1165 +P Octane 415.5) 0 Ure os5 owen SK) ee 
Maritimes, Que. & Ont. .o. *10.0 +10.6 *19.1 + 9.9 
Western Provinces .ssctece *1 5.1 $56. «i'l, + 7.8 EBS 
CLechine ers war ear ats asl: = Oe #10.4 * lel = 8.7 =U oe 7, 
WUGDOG  Nerewiy don sct's S00 haces -18.6 *20.1 
Ont. and Western Provinces - 24 are | 
Pogtnoura; tos aos. tas flaca | F15.0 +21.3 * 2.0 - 1.9 -19.4 
Maritimes and Quebec .ocooo soso ot #2567 
Ont. and Western Provinces ele 7 *19.4 
DP GoCdom en ies Pacino) Lol = 2.5 = 6el = 7,0 417.3 
Maritimes and Quebec ..00. = O.2 = 4.6 - 5.3 - 8.8 
Soi OM ral Om ate Sed gues oe aoe ac8 ce OAS = 5.7 =14.,7 - 5.5 
Western Provinces .eccccse * 1,0 ca (ony, -12.2 - 4.4 
Fruits and Vegetables «.... 18.0 +17.9 + 7.0 +12.3 + 2.1 
Maritimes and Quebec ..cc. qt tls ad * 158 * Too + 5.5 
RPE ty Ce tls aie Wits as @ <'a.0:e 0-60 #16.0 +24 ,7 +29.6 *13.2 
Nestern Provinces ...ccoccs *21.,0 #20.5 #1344 #15.9 
SP OCOr lL Gsmiwss fi cake io sacel * O¢9 = 6.7 = 205 +¢ 0.9 + 5.6 
MAY UGG SI 5 atea 6 aos aieik alee 4 + 5.7 =12.6 -ll.1 -<1's7 
MUO EC leewith sw ba Ww 6 86 be =~ 369 -17.5 cn AS -10.,5 
OEE DAM eS sy ieicte pic 4b a 2.0'8 ©. + 8.5 -11.6 - 7,8 + 0.8 
Ea UO Ir sisrale ales ava 2s p09 aca-s 412.4 + 5ol cea + 61.8 
Biieone WeCO Litto B60 «oe. eo 3 Cg ee wod go * 2609 beaker ats 
apitaromn ecb. ssuuhs teieas or) F006 =- 1.5 mid oo +i2 6 #19.3 
Bey LIB Seca ts inate Te kos chia ola - 2.6 - 9.4 414.4 sin Gy 2) 
ESO Cars a sc cle delete eikue's «6 asia oy Heys) = 5,5 - 1,0 -~ 0.3 
Girt? Gia On 5. eats Sik ate oOE Ae elace 6 #12.5 i See a hes) ae ee/ 
Western Provinces ...c.ccce + 8.8 - 3.0 - 1.5 + 0,6 
Tobacco and Confectionery . + 2.8 + 7.0 + 5.8 * 4.6 +1656 seen 
Maritimes and Quebec 2.00. = hoe * O62 +14.,7 eo LE9 
A i a Tp, eg SRL, AL AL Pree D gf ards + 6.3 * 2.8 
Western Provinces ..cosece * 6.2 +14 ,9 - 4.7 WUT ie 
Wholesale Trade - 2 
TAG LIB Gai ere se ube o's 2 case a's a‘6 te ok - 8.1 = 0.5 - 0.5 
RO Carer. gine sc oake"am tne ea e's + 0.9 - 4.0 + 0.8 - 5,5 
Seer MEION Gren vets tere tic Giolla > 4 * 8.0 * 2.4 + 5.9 + 329 
Eee Oa sie a letg is wie lovece e4.0%e +14.8 #1329 are 8) +#10.1 
| ret is oe a a NE och 2 a a + 0.9 - 5.9 aa se = 2.0 
CANAD Aces. Sr sis os, o'p + 7,0 = pd beW + 2.4 + 2.7 *10.4 


(1) Revised. 


(2) Preliminary. 
(x) Unchanged. 
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WHOLESALE TRADE 


MAY 1949 


Dollar Sales Increased 11% Over May, 1948 


The dollar volume of wholesale sales in May, 1949 advanced 11% 
above the volume for May, 1948 and 4% above April, 1949 according to 
statements submitted by 382 wholesalers representing nine lines of trade. 
The cumulative sales volume for the first five months of 1949 was 5% in 
excess of that for the corresponding period of 1948, The general unad- 
justed index (on the base, average for 1935 — 1939 = 100) stood at 303.3 
for May, 1949, 274.2 for May, 19g, and 291.7 for April, 1949. 


All regions registered increased sales in May, 1949 compared 
with May a year ago, with the Prairie Provinces continuing to show the 
greatest gain at 17%. Ontario sales volume was up 12% while wholeselers 
in British Columbia reported an increase in dollar volume of 8%. Smaller 
gains of 3% and 5% were recorded for the Maritime Provinces and Quebec 
respectively. 


PERCENTAGE CHANGES IN SALES AND INVENTORIES 
MAY 1949 


KIND OF COMPARED WITH PREVIOUS MONTH COMPARED WITH SAME MONTH AYEAR AGO 
BUSINESS ~29% -10% 0 +10% +20% +30% +40% =20% -10% QO +10% +20% +30% +40% 
Il I | { | 
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Footwear wholesalers continued to lead the individual trades 
with an increase in dollar volume of sales over May, 1948 of 30%, followe 
ed closely by fruit and vegetable dealers with a gain of 28%. Sales of 
drug wholesalers were 15% above the May, 1948 dollar volume while gains 
in the tobacco and confectionery, automotive equipment, hardware, cloth= 
ing, and groceries trades ranged downward from 11% to 8%. 


Dry goods wholesalers again registered a lower sales volume 
than in the corresponding month a year ago but the 4% decrease reported 
for May was somewhat lower than the 6% drop recorded for the year to 
date . 


Inventories 


Wholesalers’ inventories in the nine lines of trade surveyed 
were 11% higher in dollar value at the end of May, 1949 than at the cor- 
responding date a year agoo 


Tobacco am confectionery and hardware wholesalers continued 
to record the greatest increases in value of stocks on hand compared 
with last year with gains of 18% and 16%. Footwear wholesalers' stocks 
were down 18% in dollar value from May 31, 1948 but all other trades 
surveyed registered increases as follows’ groceries, 11%; dry goods, 9%; 
clothing, 9%; automotive equipment, 7%; fruits and vegetables, 3%; and 
drugs » 2%. 


Stocks-Sales Ratio in the Grocery Trade 


Stocksesales ratios for the wholesale grocery trade which have 
been published in the bulletin “Current Trends in Food Distribution" 
(discontinued) will henceforth be given in this report. 


Stocks held by wholesale grocers at the beginning of May are 
normally 26% in excess of sales in that month (based on the average for 
the years 1934 = 1942), Stocks on hand at the beginning of May this year 
were valued 6% higher than the sales for that month whereas at the same 
date last year the stocks on hand were 11% in excess of the May sales. 
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Percenta e Changes in Wholesale Trade 


Percentage Change 
; sy nS INVENTORY 
April, May , May , Jan.-to= 
1949 1949 1949 May ,1949 May, 1949 
April, May, April, Jan.-to= May, 1948 
aie oe 1949 May ,1948 
Automotive Equipment ...0.0.. + 754 410.4. + 6.6 * 6.0 <7 5S 
Maritimes and Quebec ...5000 =14.,7 =16,9 F274 T -12.4 
GCE T AG Ig c's a0 sie sve a ow oe o'e gee) *16.9 = 107 * 66d 
Western Provinces oocoocce #22 ..3 417.5 + B20 +1500 
PAW PN... eat Save beheee Ti Dek #153 + 0.9 +1055 + 1.5 
Maritimes, Que. & Ont. ... 410.4 #16 .5 + 1.0 eee 
Western Provinces oooccooe + 6.7 #1250 + 1.6 + 8,8 
Pratl Pasi fa cose eds F1O6o 499.4 > e126 = 5.6 +548, 50) ale 
CT Rare Sige Sans As Me See 2021 + G35 
Ont. and Western Provinces * 4,0 +12,5 
Met hwGareyi. Sus ce vlcebeeces. F2l00. #3004 =19.8 ‘5 00-* id =17.6 
Maritimes and Quebec ...000 42507 #320 
Ont. and Western Provinces #19.4 +290 
BO VEUOOUST {lf visles.e ese ce vied oa) = CoS = $6 = Do2 = 6.3 cad Gace: 
Maritimes and Quebec ...0. = 4,3 = 7,5 =-11.4 = 8.5 
RCE wre a Caters ple ae <0 0 eo = "Del = 0.8 ne vere = 4,6 
Western Provinces .os00000 + 6,9 = 0.3 + 0.9 = 3.7 
Fruits and Vegetables ...0. #1801 #27.9  +13.9 *15.9 + 2.7 
Maritimes and Quebec .coce * 1.8 F352 00 +16.9 +11.3 
Ne Cae ci oo aly gw aioli oto. 6: #24 .7 naar Th =11.,5 *15.2 
Western Provinces ..cc0c06 Picea +31 23 F112 07 +19,8 
pene er eee paki k ccs = Goll) VF 7.6. * 8.7 # 2.3 +11,2 [ 
BCU BY a's Sols co.cto le cio @ oe =12.1 * 2.6 #14.2 = 0.6 
SEXO DO Oerinctoisiass oe bts sia are otete ofp =18.] * 1.3 *135.7 = 8.1 
Berk CO ae a's a 'ahwseo1 eral abe eyed e's allel * 7,8 #171 + 2.5 
PM OPO Bs. ids asttele cae 6 * 5.2 + 9,0 * 5.5 +7 30 
OPMEL SH COG LUMD SE -¢ sist aise oo mince *15,50 = 2,0 +. 556 
Mevawere tina ccasecled oa F Lob + 9.5 # 3.8 “+ 407 7a) weLous 
Maritimes eoococeoecocnoos0000ceo0 an? ot * 4,8 = 1.4 26 
MB DOC et sss telan ee ceo cite ee = 5,5 * 2.0 = 1,9 O92 
OTC RT AOR airless ux ble eaters ns + 6.2 16,0 aall tepane *10,3 
Western Provinces occcocce + 4.3 #10,2 wily Geo + 4,3 
Tobacco and Confectionery . + 8.0 #11.0 Hegre pole | Aol +18,0 
Maritimes and Quebec ..000 + 5.6 FLO) oo =10.8 © Sef 
CRT Oly ee ss tie a Whe wit. + 2,9 + 7.4 +21.0 + 3.9 
Western Provinces 0.0000. #1407 #15.0 +11,6 + 903 mae 
Wholesale Trade - [ow 
Mer eine he ced fe a Sake olo.0 es =iioe + 2.8 *13 04 + 0.5 
Giles Ret Cran od atte pik S oe alas otcue'a o» 4,7 + 5,0 - 1.3 =, 
RTURT LO ty ees shoes wads dee 5 ened +12.,3 *11.4 * 5.8 
EVGA TGS Ecc 5d ss <a eee ste sets +15.6 *16.5 + 4.9 +11.9 
British Columbia .occccsss - 5.8 + aT PAT 94 = 0.4 
CRUADA ase cd oialfie oi atolela 6 aus + 2.3 +10.6 + 4,0 + 4.5 *10.9 


(i) Revised. (2) Preliminary. 


Notes Figures for Newfoundland are not available. 
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WHOLESALE TRADE 
JUNE 49.4.9 


Jollan Seles Increased 7% Over June, 194 


Dollar sales of wholesalers in June, 1949 were 7% higher than 
in June, 1948 and 2% above the dollar volume for May, 1949 according to 
returns submitted by 369 wholesalers representing nine lines of trade. 
Cumulative sales for the first six monthe of 1949 were 5% over the vol- 
ume for the corresponding period of 104%, The general unadjusted index 
(on the bese, average for 1935-1939=100) stood at 309.4 for June, 1949, 
290.0 for June, i9ha. and 303.0 for May, 1948, 


Continuing the trend of the past few months, the Prairie Prov- 
inces recorded the greatest increase over last year with gales up 10%. 
Ontario and British Columbia followed with gains of &% and 7% respect- 
ively, Wholesalers in Quebec recorded an increase of 2% in dollar vol- 
ume of sales while practically no change from June, 1948 was regietered 
in the Maritime Provinces. 


PERCENTAGE CHANGES IN SALES AND INVENTORIES 


JUNE 1949 
KIND OF COMPARED WITH PREVIOUS MONTH COMPARED WITH SAME MONTH A YEAR AGO 
BUSINESS 90% -10% 0 +10% +20% +30% +40% -20% -10% OQ +10% +20% ret eeanrs 
l | l l 

WHOLESALE a | 

TRADE [J INVENTORIES | 

AUTOMOTIVE 

EQUIPMENT 


DRUGS 


CLOTHING 


FOOTWEAR 


DRY GOODS 


FRUITS anp 
VEGETABLES 


GROCERIES 


HARDWARE 


TOBACCO AND 
CONFECTIONERY 


16='1040-9 


Dollar sales of fruits and vegetables were maintained at a level 
considerably above that for June, 1948 with a gain of 21%, while automotive 
equipment and hardware dealers recorded increases over June last year of 
10% and 9% respectively. Sales of grocery wholesalers were 7% higher in 
dollar volume than in the same month a year ago with gains of 5% and 4% 
being reported by drug wholesalers and tobacco and confectionery whole= 
salers. 


The dry goods and apparel trades reported a drop in sales with 
footwear wholesalers! sales down 5%, clothing wholesalers' sales 8% below 
last year and a decrease of 12% in dry goods wholesalers' sales. 


Inventories 


Inventories of wholesalers in the nine lines of trade surveyed 
at the end of June, 1949 were I% higher in dollar value than at the cor= 
responding date in 1948. Hardware wholesalers reported the greatest in- 
crease in value of stocks on hand at 15%. Stocks of automotive equipment 
and tobacco and confectionery wholesalers were both valued 11% higher than 
at June 30, 1948. Dry goods, grocery, clothing and drug wholesalers all 
registered increases in value of inventories compared with the same date 
a year ago with gains ranging from 7% to 2%. 


Fruit and vegetable dealers’ inventories were down 9%, while 
footwear wholesalers reported a drop of 11% in value of stocks on hand. 


Stocks-Sales Ratios in the Grocery Trade 


Stocks held by wholesale grocers at the beginning of June are 
normally 20% in excess of sales in that month (based on the average for 
the years 1936-1942). Stocks on hand at the beginning of June this year 
were valued 1% lower than the sales for that month whereas at the same 
date last year, the stocks on hand were 4% in excess of the June sales. 


Year's subscription, $1.00 
Single copies, olO0 


Percentage Changes in Wholesale Trade 
NO Lesale’ trade 


— SSS 
_FPercentage Change 


SALES 
Wt eek C2 er ee ie er a INVENTORY 
May, June June Jén.=to= 
1949 1949 1949 une, 1949 June, 1949 
May , June May .Jan.=to= June, 1948 
1948 1948 1949 June, 1948 
Automotive Equipment ...... 10.8. 910.4 = 0.8 C8 
Maritimes and Quebec ooo. -16,9 a = 4,5 = 9.1 
Sate Wan ae pies gpa Sng ac pe *17.3 #11.8 35.9 * 7,35 
Western Provinces secooccce +1626 +10.4 - 1.5 LR ted s| 
Crete cots csac swan ence. #1428 + 5.1 = 9,0 + 9,5 SST, 
Maritimes, Que. & Ont. ... +16 .4 + 4,2 =13.5 *10.0 
Western Provinces ..cccccs *10.3 ‘@ eee + 2.8 $8.2 
COCO I UE wate rales waloecn es ILS oi 60 = 7.9 = 6,5 = 6.3 ae OS 
STO Ol ereet wikes Gls oss de fae nc #¢ 6.5 = Sol 
Ont. and Western Provinces + 7.5 =-11.8 
meoiWeny Temas ae of oes... ka. D = Dod =26 62 so Paegal =10.8 
Maritimes and Quebec ..c0.0 +32,0 =20.2 
Ont. and Western Provinces +289 + 9.2 
EP VAGOOU Spe cic care oec feice nase 04 “11.9 12.4 = 742 + 7.4 
Maritimes and Quebec ...c. at 14,1 = 5.0 =- 9.4 
Sir Seto Oat aie ess oldie a sak s = 0,3 = 5.7 13.3 - 4,7 
Western Provinces eoocccce = 0.3 =17.0 =25.0 = 5.7 
Fruits and Vegetables ..... #2805 #20.8 = 0.9 #170 = 9.3 
Maritimes and Quebec ..c00 +3205 +17.6 = 8.6 +1 a4 
REO OMe ote ee oad © slot ss 6 #2361 #10,1 - 0.9 #14.3 
Western Provinces .ococcce #32.3 +34 3 + 7.8 2229 
RO COT LOS ised goo ais oats eens oF fal * 6.9 *12,8 +. 3.0 + Sel 
A toa Ul IVO Sule tes arcic 6 oc e-6 © 0-0 « net PAG = 0,6 * 4,5 = 0,6 
GPa S OMe es eis aig aie ect edie bee hc = 1.8 * 35.9 #14.2 = 6.5 
SE bes Ly alt a PR Se + 8.1 “9.6 415.3 * 3.9 
Gr Olt) wt dts s Aorta s 4 bo. ve els If * 8.0 *10.8 + 7.4 
British Colvibia. <scccescce #15.0 te 5.5 *13.3 + 5,7 
PArUmatOU Ain cact's cis acs Lt O66 # 903 + 3.0 + 5.6 £15, Gane 
Be Md ULIBOS UD cs dig e's Gelato oo-4.6.0 + 4.8 = Ol ~- 5.7 + O08 
NG RGEU ic ous s/de code de ce és + 3.0 uA? *12.5 Ra 8 Pe 
RRC SO eraiela 2 Wake ao 'ate sso « « *#16.0 +12.8 # 6.2 *LOST 
Western Provinces ocecccce 410.2 T1260 - 1.2 Fibs 
Tobacco and Confectionery . +10.9 + 4.4 ae Rey + 5.8 +106 
Maritimes and Quebec .ocoo #1067 * 6.5 af bo Mime + 4,3 
Qntario ©FS2E9K0OG200000000 ne fees) cA TS ACS! = 74 * 4.5 
Western Provinces .occscce +14 .7 ne SS (x) * 7.7 
Wholesale Trade - 
BELT eb AINS BY wis Be cote oe oo 6 Sie wo #°2.9 er OL =- 3.0 + 0,4 
REG DM wes St me ciate cocci < as ove + 4.8 wel O = 2.0 - 1.4 
BEL UA TMCUM EC erotic lath ao ate ¢ do 0% #1263 ue ipal = 4,0 1 Ae v2 
eG LM ot sc dl'are a! ofalete aie 6 0 416.5 +10.4 + 1.4 +*11,6 
Bracash Columbia \cs ce «cs +* 7,6 Seek * 5.4 +.0.9 
OAT AD As te ceo; octet: « 410.5 > 627 + 201 * 4.9 ose 


(1) Revised. (2) Preliminary. (x) Unchanged. 


Notes Figures for Newfoundland are not available. 
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WHOLESALE TRADE 
JULY 1949 


ae 


Wholesale Sales 1% Above Last Year 


Wholesale sales in July, 1949 were 1% above the volume for 
July, 1948 and 8% below June, 1949 according to statements submitted by 
364 wholesalers representing nine lines of trade. Cumulative sales for 
the first seven months of 1949 were 4% in excess of sales in the corres 
ponding period of 1948. The general unadjusted index (on the base, 
average for 1935-1939=100) stood at 285.2 for July, 1949,283.5 for July, 
1948, and 310.6 for June, 1949. 


Only two of the five regions of the country showed increases 


in the Nouiarice sales for the nine trades. In the Prairie Provinces, 
e gain of 4% was recorded, while sales in Ontario were 2% above July, 
1948. A decrease of 4% was registered for British Columbia and 7% for 


the Maritime Provinces, with Quebec sales remaining practically un- 
changed from July last year. 


PERCENTAGE CHANGES IN SALES AND INVENTORIES 
JULY 1949 


KIND OF COMPARED WITH PREVIOUS MONTH COMPARED WITH SAME MONTH AYEAR AGO 
BUSINESS 29% -10% 0 +10% +20% +30% +40% -20% -10% 0 +10% +20% +30%+40% 
| | 
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FOOTWEAR 
31.8 
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FRUITS Any 
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GROCERIES 
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Fruit end vegetable wholesalers, with sales 21% higher than in 
July, 1948, was the only trade to register a marked increase in dollar 
volume of sales over July a year ago. Lesser gains of 5%, 4%, and 3% 
were reported by hardware, drug, and automotive equipment wholesalers 


respectively. 


Tobacco and confectionery wholesalers’ sales were 2% lower than 


in duly, 1948, while wholesalers of groceries showed a decline of 4% in 
dollar sales, The dry goods and clothing trades again reported sales con= 
siderably below the July, 1948 level. Footwear wholesalers’! sales were 
down 15%; clothing wholesalers’, 16%; while wholesalers of dry goods re= 
corded a drop of 1, %<. 


Stocks on hand up 8% 


The value of stocks on hand reported by the nine lines of 
trade at the end of July, 1949 was 8% above the value at the correspond- 
ing date in 1948, Automotive equipment and hardware wholesalers report- 
ed the largest increases in value of stocks on hand at 134 and 12% res- 
pectively. Tobacco and confectionery, dry goods, drug, and grocery whole- 
salers reported increases of between 7% and 4%, while the value of stocks 
held by clothing and fruit and vegetable dealers was practically unchanged 
from the value at duly 31, 1948, Footwear wholesalers showed inventories 
valued 5% lower than last year, 


Stock-Saies Ratio in the Wholesale Grocery Irade 

Stocks held by wholesale grocers at the bezinning of July are 
normally 7% in sxcess of the sales for that month (basad on the average 
for the vears 1936-1942), Stocks in the hands of wholesale grocers at 
the beginning of July, 1949 were valued 9% lower than the sales for 
that month, whereas at the same date last year, stocks on hand were 
20% lower than the sales volume for July. 


Price: Year's subscription =< $1,C0 


Single copies < 
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Percentage Changes in Wholesale Trade 
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June, July, July, saipisaasna 
1949 1949 1949 See ie Paty 1949 
June, ‘duly, ‘dune, Jtig = bO™ July, 1948 
re ee ek ere eee) OFT 4G el) duly pote “ 
Automotive Equipment ..0.. + 9.5 ore A =15,95 ep Asie! lags 
Maritimes and Quebeéc,..,> Se Bare = Bel @ 9.2 = 9,6 
GE THLOMe Wa eieie s a 6.6 6 6 oes +1161 ter eo = lol Pe 
Western Provinces ooove« 410.4 + 3.6 =26,9 Tile 
DEUrGM Sears Wiinuch vis se cach Oee- PrpoCSi eer t 1.0; 2 er Bos +56 
Maritimes, Que. & Ont;;; + 4,9 an hers} $125 + 94 
Western Provinces .24..6 + 6,8 + 2.7 +10 ocak 
er i eee as sth ah 5,7 2) =16,4 0 Oe  @8be0 ims To + 0.3 
IGUGGs asla tie wle's's 5 66.64% = tel = 4,7 
Ont.and Western Provinces = 7.6 =21 90 
HOOUWCRT \eliedresecsisceese @ Os T=LO.& =20ca ft a + Osk F™ Dee o Dae 
Maritimes and Quebec.... oe =228 
Ont ,and Western Provinces * 6.6 = 9,0 
Dry on by ae co08e =11 5 ee Fm\o,4. 9 6 =) 6am) eee aie eer: 
Maritimes and Quebec. ren =15,7 =21,44 =47,0 =10,4 
Wald CLO EN Cok oes oe. aatey et f -16.5 =30.8 = 5.9 
Western Provinces se oece =15,35 . =19,8 T3567 =» 745 
BriiuesanuiVererébles .2., 72028 +21.6 °° «#«&5= 1.0 +L? = Ove 
Maritimes and Quebée’ 2%; 416.5 ol es =12.6 +1257 
EUQUR LO” guess <4 bx 0 bis + 9,3 415.6 t7O,0 $14.54 
Western Provinces o0eece +367 +29.0 + 4.5 42454 
TEESE AT) A ea RA 7ST NM TR RG SRR i 2 eT TE ea 
Maritimes~ Ss eee eres) whe k * 0,6 md aay f 
SUSDEG fe sioeeawese eh ss he + 354 = 0,3 = 6.2 - 5,5 
EUIGE TAG: ey a 6 ela ale ofetite ae © 6 41049 ce a = 4,7 + 3.6 
Prairies 020000080090900900 SP Thee) = 7,0 * 2.4 + 4.6 
BEIcLen GCOLUMDIA. oy ¢0bies 412.9 = 9,7 =18,0 + 4,4 
Bee me come eee eae, et Oo = 14 4,5,° So ole.d at ek ma leeoe 
Maritimes’ Snot BOC ye = Ol 4 LORS) = 8al Tete d 
SBAGLIOC Mec delete osx 4 8% bales Fi ciet + 3,5 -15,9 ae SETS) 
Crater LOu ve cts rials s o.5 6 ae +12,8 "ie em =28.0 ba 
Western Provinces .oscoo +1260 +746 = 7,8 pe Pa 8, 
Tobacco and Confectionery, + 4,6 .#..=°-1069 = Ted +4607 ob eT ey 
Maritimes and Quebec 4.4; 7 5,0 = 328 =15,8 wagers g | 
OAC TION ss acts sce sao 348} + 6.9 = 1.1 =O5 + 3.6 
Western Provinces .eoooe * 146 = 1,8 = 11 + 6,2 
Wholesale Trade = 
Maritimes ...cseseesss0s + 0.4 = 6,7 = 2.4 = 0.7 
QUSDeG Me aa cetais tc eh wea e +133 = Ool =11,0 = 1,5 
PMOUA Ta Owes gti ats ee dere b's 5S + 8.2 gee =11 92 + 5.6 
Prairies Soeesesnonve ne ee 10,5 + og9 = O.7 +10,38 
British Columbia ssescos #10.0 = 5e8 1002 HG 
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(1) Revised (2) Preliminary 
Note; Figures for Newfoundland are not available 
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WHOLESALE TRADE 
AUGUST _1949 


Dollar Sales up 7% from 194% 


Dollar sales of wholesalers in August, 1949 were 7% above dol- 
lar volume in August, 194%, and 11% above sales in July, 1949. These 
figures are based on statements submitted by 376 wholesalers represent- 
eye nine lines of trade. Cumulative sales for the first eight months of 
1949 were 5% in excess of sales during the corresponding period of 1948, 
The general unadjusted index (on the base, average for 1935-1939 = 100) 


| stood at 316.9 for August, 1949, 296.7 for August, 1948, and 284.9 for 
| July, 1949. 


Gains were recorded for all regions of the country and ranged 


from 11% for the Prairie Provinces, through 6% for British Columbia and 
Ontario, to 4% ana 3% respectively for Quebec and the Maritime Provinces. 


PERCENTAGE CHANGES IN SALES AND INVENTORIES 
AUGUST 1949 


KIND OF COMPARED WITH PREVIOUS MONTH COMPARED WITH SAME MONTH AYEAR AGO 
BUSINESS ~90% -|0% 0 +10% +20% +30% +40% =20% -10% 0 +10% +20% +30%+40% 
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Prepared in the Merchandising and Services Section 


Increases Greater in August than in July 


A general widening of the margin of increase and smaller decreases 
were evident in August compared with July, Seven of the nine trades recorded 
increased sales over August 1948 while only two trades showed lower sales in 
August this year than last, 


Fruit and vegetable wholesalers again reported the largest increase 
over a year ago at 23%, Drug, automotive equipment, and hardware wholesalers! 
sales increased 14%, 12%, and 11% respectively, while tobacco and confectionery 
wholesalers reported sales 9% above August, 1948, Sales of clothing whole= 
salers and grocery wholesalers were both up 250 


Footwear wholesalers indicated dollar sales 3% lower in August than in 
the same month a year ago, while a drop of 9% from last year was recorded for 
dry goods wholssalers, 


Inventories 7% Higher 


Stocks in the hands of wholesalers in the nine trades included in 
the survey were valued 7% higher at the end of August, 1949 than at the 
corresponding dete a year ago and 3% lower than at July 31, 1949, Five of the 
nine trades: contributed to this increase, Stocks held by wholesalers of 
hardware and automotive equipment were 13% and 12% respectively greater in 
dollar value than the inventory valus a year ago, Inventories of tobacco and 
confectionery wholesalers were up % while a 7% increase was registered by 
dry goods and drug wholesalers, 


Fruit and vegetable dealers and grocery wholesalers both showed a 
decrease of 3% in value of stocks on hand, while footwear wholesalers? in= 
ventories were down 2% in value and those of clothing wholesalers were 1% 
below the value at August 31, 1948, 


Stocks=Sales Ratio in the Wholesale Grocery Trade 


Stocks heid by wholesale grocers at the beginning of August are 
normally 11% in excess of sales for that month (based on the average for the 
years 1936-1942), Stocks in the hands of wholesale grocers at the beginning 
of August this year were valued 9% lower than the sales for that month, 
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Percentage Changes in 1 Wholesale Trade 
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SALES ire INVENTORY 
(1) (2 ) 
July » August, August, dan, = to = ; 
1949 1949 1949 August, 1949 Auge, 1949 
July, August, duly, dan, - to > Auge, 1948 
1948 1948 1949 August, 1948 i 
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British Coltmbia: 3. ikscee = 8.9 * 9,9 +18,0 * 5,35 
Ha rdwa re “eae EP * | a aS + 4,4 +1 Les ; he 7 4 1 +651 412.5 
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Tobacco and Confectionery.. = lo? + 8.7 #5035 Sul + 5.1 + 8.8 
Maritimes and Quebec 4... = 5,8 +1142 + 31 + 4,0 
Gara PEG ery feltaboslanies oa « = 1.0 + 7,7 +* 5,9 + 402 
Western Provinces. eoocsce = 1,4 ay [3A = 1,9 Geo) 
Wholesale Trade = is rea > 
Ma riGimes' ss s bres 0 die cia eee = 655 + 2.6 + 4,8 = 002 
Quebec eocececescre0000000 = 098 + 4,4 +156 = 0.6 
Ontario Bere ¢ eee o c ole Sis bolas + 1.4 + 5.6 + To + 5.5 
Prairies 22008009000000000 + 5,8 411.3 +14,4 #10,5 
British Columbia 90000900 = 3.6 i * 508 3 8.0 + 1,9 
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(1) Revised 
Note; 


(2) Preliminary 
Figures for Newfoundland are not available, 
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WHOLESALE TRADE 
SEPTEMBER_1949 


Small Gain in September Over A Year Ago 


Wholesalers' sales in September, 1949 were 2% higher in dollar 
volume than in September a year ago and 5% in excess of the August, 1949 
volume according to statements submitted by 371 wholesalers representing 
nine lines of trade. Cumulative sales for the nine months of 1949 were 
4% above the dollar sales in the corresponding period of 194€. The unad 
justed index (on the base, average for 1935-1939 = 100) stood at 333.2 
hy September, 1949, 327.0 for September, 194%, and 318.1 for August, 
1949, 


The Prairie Provinces, with an increase of 5%, showed the larg 
est percentage gain over 1948, Sales of wholesalers in Ontario were up 
3% and in the Maritime Provinces, 1%. Decreases of 1% and 3% were regie- 
tered for Quebec and British Columbia respectively. 


PERCENTAGE CHANGES IN SALES AND INVENTORIES 


SEPTEMBER (949 


KIND OF COMPARED WITH PREVIOUS MONTH COMPARED WITH SAME MONTH A YEAR AGO 
BUSINESS ~30% -10% 0 +10% +20% +30% +40% =20% -10% 0 +10% * 20% icc ue 
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Drug wholesalers, with an increase of 10% in sales, and 
hardware wholesalers, with an increase of 8%, were the only two trades 
to register any marked improvement in dollar volume of business over 
september, 1948. Sales of automotive equipment wholesalers registered 
the smallest gain over 1948 of any month this year at 1%, 


Tobacco and confectionery wholesalers! sales were up 3% from 
September a year ago and grocery wholesalers reported a gain of 1%. The 
other food trade included in the survey, fruits and vegetables, regis- 
tered a decrease of 3% in dollar volume of sales in September this year 
compared with last, This is the first month in 1949 that fruit and 
vegetable dealers’ sales have dropped below the corresponding-month 
sales for 1948. 


Footwear sales were unchanged from the September, 1948,level. 
while decreases were recorded in the dry goods and clothing trades, 
Sales of dry goods wholesalers were down 3% from September, 1948, while 
a decrease of 4% was reported by clothing wholesalers, 


er a 


Stocks Valued 6% above September, 1948 


Wholesalers! inventories at the end of September, 1949, were 
valued 6% higher than stocks on hand at the end of the same month in 
1948, and were virtually unchanged in value from August 31, 1949. 


Only three of the nine trades recorded inventories lower in 
dollar value than at September 30,1948, Fruit and vegetable dealers 
reported a decrease of 11% in value of stocks on hand, clothing whole- 
salers’ stocks were down 9%, while stocks of grocery wholesalers were 
valued 4% lower than at the corresponding date last year. 


Increases ranging from 4% to 13% were experienced in the 
remaining six trades, with hardware and automotive equipment whole= 
salers! stocks showins the erestest imprevevient at 11% and 13% 
respectively over September 50, 1048, 


Stocks-Sales Ratio in the Grocery Trade 


Stocks held by wholesalers at the beginning of September are 
normally 10% in excess of sales for that month (based on the average for 
1936-1942), Stocks at the beginning of September this year were valued 
14% lower than sales for that month. 
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1949 1949 1949 Sept.,1949 Sept,, 19498 
August, September, ~ August, Jan,=to= Sept., 1948 
1948 194 1949 Sept, ,1948 
Automotive Equipment. ...oee 412,35 Felon lS a + 6,0 + 15,5 
Maritimes and Quebec..eo. + 4,2 = 868 is ay gn = 8,5 
URLE TIO. tone nna teed ss we © +252 ee) *25,0 + 8,5 
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Maritimes, Que, and Ont,. +14,7 +922 TT e6 7960 
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Maritimes and Quebec eo. = 0,5 PS eet 
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CCUG Rett aw ee elseacess) 3 - Geo = eek OEE S770 ee Cheeta 
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Wholesale Trade = 
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Note: Figures for Newfoundland are not available 
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WHO LESALE TRADE 
OCTOBER I949 


Biapnermreomnns 


Wholesale Sales 2% Below October, 1948 
——— OS 


Dollar sales of wholesalers in October, 1949 were 2% lower 
than in October a year ago and 5% below the dollar volume for September, 
1949 according to statements submitted by 37& wholesalers representing 
nine lines of trade. Cumulative sales for the first ten months of 1949 
were 4% in exceas of the totel sales for the corresponding period in 
194g. The general unadjusted index (on the base, average for 1935 - 
1939 = 100) stood at 314.5 for October, 1949, 319.3 for October, 194s, 
and 332.6 for September, 1948. 


The Prairie Provinces, with a gain of 1%, was the only region 


to register an increase in dollar volume of wholesale sales. Wholesale 
sales in Ontario were fractionally lower than in October, 1948 while de- 
clines of 4% were recorded for Quebec and British Columbia. Sales in 


the Maritime Provinces were down 5%. 


PERCENTAGE CHANGES IN SALES AND INVENTORIES 
OCTOBER 1949 


KIND OF COMPARED WITH PREVIOUS MONTH COMPARED WITH SAME MONTH A YEAR AGO 
BUSINESS ~29% -19% 0 +10% +20% +30% +40% -20% -10% O +10% +20% +30%+40% 
| ] 
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Prepared in the Merchandising and Services Section 


Modest Gains Recorded in 5 Trades — 


The largest percentage increase in dollar sales over October, 
1948, was reported by fruit and vegetable wholesalers whose sales in 
October this year were 7% higher thau in the same month last year, 
Automotive equipment and hardware wholesalers’ sales were 4% in excess 
of October a year ago while tobacco and confectionery wholesalers and 
drug wholesalers reported gains of 2% and 1% respectively. 


October gains over last year were generally lower than the 
gains for the year to date compared with the corresponding period of 
1948, 


Dry Goods and Apparel and Grocery Sales Drop 


Declines from 1948 were again reported for the three dry goods 
and apparel trades, Sales of clothing wholesalers were down 4%, footwear 
wholesalers’ sales, 5%, while a drop of 11% was recorded in the dollar 
sales volume of dry goods wholesalers, Wholesale grocers* sales were 6% 
below the October, 1948, volume. 


5% Increase in Value of Stocks 


Wholesalers* inventories in the nine trades included in this 
survey were valued 5% higher in dollar volume at October S1, 1949, than 
the inventories at the same date in 1948 and 1% above the value at 
September 50, 1949, 


Substantial increases of 17% and 12% were recorded in value of 
stocks on hand by automotive equipment wholesalers and hardware whole- 
salers respectively, Tobacco and confectionery wholesalers' stocks 
showed an increase of 11% in value while dry goods, drug, and footwear 
wholesalers reported gains of 8%, 5%, and 1% respectively, Clothing 
wholesalers’ stocks registered no change in value from the corresponding 
date in 1948, 


Declines in value of stocks on hand were recorded in the food 
trades. A decrease of 4% in value of stocks on hand was reported by 
fruit and vegetable dealers while grocery wholesalers reported an 8% 
drop in value of inventory compared with a year ago. 


Stock=Sales Ratio in the Grocery Trade 


Stocks held by wholesalers at the beginning of October are nor= 
mally 17% in excess of sales for that month (based on the average for 
1936 = 1942), Stocks at the beginning of October this year were valued 
2% higher than sales in that month, 
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Percentage Changes in Wholesale Trade 
Oe ras 


Percentage Change 


SALES 
A 1 INVERT ORY 
Trade and Region September, October, October, Jang= to = 
1949 1949 1949 Oct,, 1949 Oct., 1949 
September, October, September Jan,= to = Oct., 1948 
wi 1948 1948 1949 Oct,, 1948 
Automotive Equipment ... 7.6 + 4.2 + 2.0 +B. PeUT eu 
Maritimes and Quebec , = 9,8 =13,4 nn YAS) = 9.1 
Ontario COOKRGTX7D000000 + 4,5 + 6.8 ay 6 92 + 8.1 
Western Provinces .soo00 + 1,4 at 85 ff $450 + 9,4 
Drugs ©0608 KT0 CORO DOD008 + 9,9 + Le (x) + eee #54 
Maritimes, Que.and Ont. + 9.2 =O af = 6,0 tec eG 
Western Provinces ...,. wl aS, ar Olea Ub. 6 wrist 
i tiie orth. yuku —n4c40 7. = 4,4. ~~. F004 = 5,4 + 0.4 
Quebec ee eoseeeesoscoos + 5,8 F144 
Ont. & Western Proviuces = 9,7 = $.9 
Bo Wearie ey, cadecs 0 = OyT = 4.8 = Opa08 > = LeOkem to een. eke 
Maritimes and Quebec , = 9,6 = 0,9 
Ont, & Western Provinces +657 @ 749 
Dry Goods ©0008 060000000 Perea =)0¢ 7 ee =13.1 = 7,8 ur tshesll 
Maritimes and Quebec,, @» 7,5 16,9 15,98 =10,8 
ONGO TH OMe e esas tee csb-e +1120 =10,7 =11,3 - 5,4 
Western Provinces seco * Zel = 1,9 = 6,5 = 5e6 
Fruits and Vegetables .. = Deo Cay = 764 +14.6 = 51 
Maritimes and Quebec., =13,1 Tee o +35,4 411,65 
Ontario ©e900000000000 = 4,6 +14,0 Ss 204 411.9 
Western Provinces oo. + 0.5 =~ 5,7 2900 418.4 
BPOCORMOR EA oul edie ele woe + 0,5 = 692 = 9,5 Puig O - 6,5 
Maritimes 0620900000900 + 264 = 6,4 = 362 = let 
Quebec © 200%899090000 = 569 on fae) SS Too = 4,5 
Ontario 620090000000000 eae = Sef = 96 bd 20 
Prairies ®200¢008000000 ee ak ere! =12.2 Rs 2e4 
British Columbia .eoos se LOIS ° 7,4 = 7.0 oP AES -, 
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Hardware €008000000090000 xe df 


Maritimes ©0e080000006 Zig + 0.5 + 3,8 + 2,0 

Quebec ©000000090000000 0) 8.5 + 0.8 ae 9.9 + el 

Ontario 029292000270 00000008 + 596 + 268 = 9,0 + 8.7 

Western Provinces oeeac + 9,4 + 6.4 + 2.6 + 6.8 ie 
Tobacco and Confectionery + 2,9 + 1.8 eRe + 4,6 +1 oo 

Maritimes and Quebec ,, + 4.2 = 1,0 2 iss) + 3,4 

Ontario ©220000800000000 + So2 + See = 260 + 4,0 

Western Provinces ooccoe ee og te = 0,5 + 5e7 
Wholesale Trade = 

PADICAMCS ice 9s cee 6 b's 06 + 1.2 ea 5.0 cad 5,4 a 0.6 

Quebec ©280000600000000 say 20 oo Py A = 1.7 ie tise 

ONnGCA CIOS Ie. oys five eon 6 6 + 266 = 0.2 = 649 + 4,6 

Prairies ©0900000058000080 + 5.0 + Ost =10,4 + 8.6 

british Columbia .scece = 2,6 = 5,8 + 3,4 + 0,4 

CANADA ee2odDePe eee 08 + Leut, = 1,5 cj 5e4 +, 5.6 is 4,8 


(1) Revised (2) Preliminary (x) Unchanged 


Note: Figures for Newfoundland are not available, 
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WHOLESALE TRADE 


NOVEMBER 1949 
Dollar Sales Down 2% from November, 1948 


Sales of wholesalers in November, 1949 were 2% below the dollar 
volume for November, 1948 and 3% lower than in October, 1949 according to 
stetemente submitted by 367 wholesalers representing nine lines of trede. 
Cumulative sales for the first eleven months of 1949 were 3% higher in 
dollar volume than dollar sales during the corresponding period of 1944. 
The general unadjusted index (on the bage, averege for 1935-1939 = 100) 


stood at 306.7 for November, 1949, 313.6 for November, 1948, ‘ana 314.8 
for October, 1949. 


The only region to register an increase in dollar seles was the 
Preirie Provinces where sales volume was 3% 1n excess of that for Novem- 
ber, 194. Wholesale sales in Ontario remained at virtually the same 
volume as in 19h, while decreases were recorded for all other regions, 
Dollar esles of wholesalers in British Columbia were down 6%; in Quebec, 
7%; and in the Meritime Provinces, 12%. 


PERCENTAGE CHANGES IN SALES AND INVENTORIES 
NOVEMBER 1949 


KIND OF COMPARED WITH PREVIOUS MONTH COMPARED WITH SAME MONTH A YEAR AGO 
BUSINESS ~29% -10% 0 +10% +20% +30% +40% -20% -10% O +10% +20% BE 
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Prepared in the Merchandising and Services Section 


Only 2 Trades Show Gains in Sales 


Tobacco and confectionery and drug wholesalers were the only trades 
among the nine surveyed to register increases in volume of sales over Novem=- 
ber, 1948. Dollar sales of tobacco and confectionery wholesalers were up 7% 
and drug wholesalers' sales increased 3%, 


Automotive equipment wholesalers and grocery wholesalers reported 
sales practically unchanged from November of the previous year. 


Small declines of 1% and 2% were recorded for footwear and hardware 
wholesalers respectively. More substantial declines were recorded for the 
other trades as follows: fruit and vegetable dealers, 8% 3 clothing whole- 
salers, 11%; and dry goods wholesalers, Toe 


Increase of 1% in Value of Stocks on Hand 


Value of stocks in the hands of wholesalers in the nine lines of 
trade surveyed was 1% higher at November 30, 1949 than at the corresponding 
date in 1948 and was unchanged from the value at the end of October, 1949. 


Largest increase in value of stocks on hand compared with Novem= 
ber $0, 1948 was recorded by automotive equipment wholesalers at 19%. In- 
creases of 11%, 10%, and 9% were reported by wholesalers of dry goods, 
tobacco, and confectionery, and hardware respectively, while smaller gains 
of 4% and 2% occurred in the drug and footwear trades. Fruit and vegetable 
dealers! inventories were valued 7% lower at November 30, 1949 than at the 
corresponding date in 1948, while declines in the value of stocks on hand 
of 15% and 24% were registered for grocery and clothing wholesalers respec- 
tively. 


Stocks-Sales Ratio in the Grocery Trade 


Stocks held by wholesale grocers at the beginning of November 
are normally 43% in excess of sales for that month (based on the average 
for the years 1936 - 1942). Wholesale grocers' stocks at the beginning of 
November in 1949 were valued only 2% higher than their sales during the 
month. 
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Percentage Changes in Wholesale Trade 
i gg TGS 
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es Percentage Change 


SALES 
Trade and Region _ Caged 20) aca 
October, November, November, Jan, = to = 
1949 1949 1949 Nov., 1949 Nov,e, 1949 
October, November, October, Jan, = to = Nove, 1948 
1948 1948 1949 Nov., 1948 
Automotive Equipment .... + 5.8 ey a re coe y +15, 000 
Maritimes and Quebec... -14,2 = 3,9 = 7,9 = 8,7 
Ontario ©0FO8 COLOR LO OLS +°6,6 + 8,4 =10.6 + 8.8 
Western Provinces o.oo. + 8.7 = 4,9 -16,4 +7748 
Drugs ®@OHCOFLXOHLCOOXGGOCOSe +26 Pra. + 5,2 + 7.9 te aee 
Maritimes, Que.and Ont, (x) + 2.9 + 4,4 +75 oi 
Western Provinces .,.... + 4,4 + 2.6 +2059 + 7.5 


Clothing S002 CCHLOOOODEO 


Quebec CO@2COC2POFCOLDEOOHOE + 4,4 <r 3.5 
Ont. & Western Provinces -13,4 17.2 . 
Footwear ©2002 022050098 = 4.8 ‘= 0.8 OSG ay i vee) ae + 1.7 
Maritimes and Quebec .. “= 0,9 + 9.2 
Ont. & Western Provinces woe D = 9,8 
Dry EC GOds lala yicrdedcawes inal arl0 ol =1761 668 Re BE 410.5 
Maritimes and Quebec ., -18,.3 =24,.3 = 6,9 12,5 
Ontario Ceoeereceo ene Lee = 8.5 = 6.9 + 3,95 = 5.4 
Western Provinces ..coc = 1,3 =19.,0 = 8,5 mies 
Fruits and Vegetables ... Tet = 8, = 3.5 +1265 = 7,0 
Maritimes and Quebec .. te Oreo -19,6 = 6,5 + 8,3 
PRUMTL Omnia y be ae ot ot e.s ae +13,9 = 7.2 + 2.0 +10.1 
Western Provinces coe =- 3.7 - 2.9 = 0,9 +16 64 
Groceries ©0088 0HE22H2008 oi 6.0 = 0.3 = 0.9 + O79 14,8 
MAG ANG Bol oes wise ere 0’ = 6.1 12.4 12,9 = 264 
Quebec @e0P S222 88968 o% Cal Loe + 2el a, 4.0 
Ontario ©0889 00 27000008 i De.9 + Beet + 1,5 + 1.9 
Prairies C0022 0 CFO 8 OOO = 5.1 *.8,1 * 0,7 i, 5.0 
British. Columbia «ee. = 7,4 =- 5.6 = 0.8 422559 
Pied are a. Petia csdsas wities0s-4 + 1,9 + 3.6 tb. hei a #8505 
MAYIGimes! $e. ses oss'c © + 0.9 =10,4 =2260 #067 
MUODOCTINs siiswistc cs cs ss 06 + 0,8 = 4,5 + 6,5 + 1.9 
Ontario ©0008 7202 08000 + Led = lel + 8,6 4 7.6 
Western Provinces ..ee.6 + 6.4 = 0.5 TiS e8 he =e at h6 10 
Tobacco and Confectionery + 2.3 + 6.6 =-0.5 + 4.8 +10,4 
Maritimes and Quebec ., (x) eS at - 0.5 + 4,0 
Ontario 00000000000000 + 362 + cpa b = 0,3 + 369 
Western Provinces .ecoo Pee eo + 9,0 + 9.8 i651 
Wholesale Trade = 
Maritimes ©8e80e 590008 = 4.9 -11,.7 -11,6 = Lah 
Quebec ©eee270200200090 = 3,5 = 6,7 - 4,4 =- 1,6 
Ontario ©0200008000000 ae 0.3 (x) - 0,3 + 4.2 
Prairies ©000000800000 + 0,6 + 2.9 = 0,8 + 8,0 
__ British COUUMD Tapes cle ee = 3,4 = 662 @ 1,4 = 0,4 
GCANADAS © ge ceeaes es = 1 ot “teen = 2.6 + 3,1 + 1,5 


(1) Revised (2) Preliminary ~~ (x) Unchanged 


Notes Figures for Newfoundland are not available. 
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dip: 
WHOLESALE TRADE 
DECEMBER 1949 


1949 Total Up 3% from 1948; December Sales 1% Above December, 1948 


December, 1949 sales of wholesalers exceeded the December, 1948 
dollar volume by 1% but were 14% below sales in November, 1949, according 
to statements submitted by 363 wholesalers representing nine lines of 
trade. Preliminary results for the year 1949 ‘indicate that the dollar 
sales volume in that year was 3% in excess of the volume for the 12 
months of 1948. The general unadjusted index (on the base, average for 
ber bed = 100) stood at 263.3 for December, 1949, 259.9 for December, 
1948, and 306.7 for November, 1949. 


Sales in British Columbia, the Maritime Provinces, and Quebec 
continued the trend of the past few months by falling short of the 1948 
volume. Sales in British Columbia were down 1%, in the Maritime Prov- 
inces, 3%, while Quebec wholesalers registered a decline of 5%. Whole- 
salers 1n the Prairie Provinces and Onterio reported dollar sales 4% ana 
5% respectively higher than in December, 194%. 


PERCENTAGE CHANGES IN SALES AND INVENTORIES 
DECEMBER 1949 


KIND OF COMPARED WITH PREVIOUS MONTH COMPARED WITH SAME MONTH A YEAR AGO 
BUSINESS ~20% -10% 0 +10% +20% +30% +40% -20% -10% O +10% +20% +30%+40% 
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Prepared in the Merchandising and Services Section 


2 
Gains registered for 5 trades out of 9 


Drug and tobacco and confectionery wholesalers again reported 
the greatest increases in sales over 1948, Sales of drug wholesalers 
were 16% in excess of the December, 1948, level, resulting in a % 
increase for the year 1949 as compared with 1948, Tobacco and confec= 
tionery wholesalers’ sales in December, 1949, were 8% higher than in 
December of the previous year, while the cumulative sales for the year 
1949 exceeded the 1948 volume by 5%, 


December, 1949, sales of fruit and vegetable dealers were up 
5% over the previous December, while automotive equipment and grocery 
wholesalers both registered gains of 4% in dollar volume, The 12=-month 
total sales volume for 1949 for fruit and vegetable wholesalers was 
12% higher than the 1948 dollar volume, automotive equipment wholesalers! 
sales registered a 5% gain for the year 1949 over 1948, while grocery 
wholesalers’ sales registered an increase of 1% for the year 1949 compared 
with 1948, 


Dollar sales of hardware wholesalers in December, 1949 were 6% 
below the December, 1948, volume, bringing the cumulative total for the 
year to 4% above the 1948 level, Clothing and footwear wholesalers both 
reported decreases of 13% in December, 1949, compared with December, 1948, 
while dry goods wholesalers' sales dropped 16%. Preliminary sales figures 
for these trades for the year 1949 indicate decreases from 1948 of 2% for 
footwear wholesalers’ sales, 7% for clothing wholesalers! sales, and 9% 
for dry goods wholesalers’ sales, 


Inventories down 1% from December 31, 1948 


Stocks on hand of wholesalers in the nine trades included in 
this survey were valued 1% lower at December 31, 1949, than at the end 
of 1948, and 4% below November 30, 1949, 


Marked increases in the value of inventories were reported by 
automotive equipment and footwear wholesalers at 24% and 33% respectively. 
Smaller gains of from 3% to 5% were reported by drug, hardware, and dry 
goods wholesalers, ; 


Tobacco and confectionery wholesalers’ inventories were valued 
4% below December 31,1948, while the value of fruit and vegetable dealers! 
inventories declined 9%, Greater decreases in value of stocks on hand 
compared with December 31, 1948, were recorded for clothing and grocery 
wholesalers at 13% and 17% respectively, 


Stocks-Sales Ratio in the Wholesale Grocery Trade 


Stocks held by wholesale grocers at the beginning of December 
are normally 64% in excess of sales for that month (based on the average 
for the years 1936-1942), Wholesale grocers" stocks at the beginning of 
December ,1949, were valued 18% higher than their sales during December, 
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Percentage Changes in Wholesale Trade 


eee eases 
Percentage C Change 
SALES INVENTORY 


(1) (2) 


November, December, December, Jan, = to- 


1949 1949 1949 Des. , 1949 Dec., 1949 
November, December, November, dan. = to= Dece, 1946 
1948 __:1948 1949 Dec,, 1948 
Automotive Equipment coa> ~ 0.4 + 3.7 922,42 + 4.9 $24.0 
Maritimes and Quebec,,. - 4,3 =14,4 =19.7 Seo ee 
SOCAN OMS stene eis 64 60.0 0.ale + 6,3 = 2,0 =10,8 + 8,2 
Western Provinces 20000 2 4,9 71850 =26.9 + 8.4 
Drugs CORP LFQ2DGD0O0000000000 Sean OH 6 +16.0 = 92 + 8,5 + 2,6 
Maritimes Que, and Ont, + 2.8 + 7 ok =12,6 2350 
Western Provinces ..cce ne 22.6 ele a) eee) + 9.8 
WGA ook oe Ree Se ge 412,2 =12.9 =27,3 = 6.9 -12.8 
Quebec ©82000000070008800 sas 3.5 =13,8 
Ont. & Wester Provinces -18,.3 -11.9 
Footwear ©000082700000900 © 0,8 =18,1 29.9 = 1.09 +32 08 
Maritimes and Quebec ., + 9.2 = 7,9 
Ont, & Western Provinces = 9,8 =16,9 : 
EPCOS ORME MOL Metis gig? =] 75 1 =16.3. =40,2 = 952 + 4,7 
Maritimes and Quebec .. =24,3 =21 44 =47,6 @-13,0 
Ontario ©200000000000000 = 6,9 =13,8 =38 2 = 3.1 
Western Provinces coco -19.0 =2.5 i =-38.9 © 7.9 
Fruits and Vegetables .o. = 8.5 + 5.2 Met S.7 +117 = 9.4 
Maritimes and Quebec ,. =20.0 =-10,7 = 0.4 $76.6 
Ontario ©00000000008000 cag igre + 6.4 *416,.9 + 9.8 
Western Provinces oocoo TAPS +12.8 +171 +15,8 
POCONOS) J cidlsa\pieis o/0ik 6 ko = 0,2 + 3,6 @15,0 + Yi) =17,0 
Maritimes ©20©0000000000 ~12,4 = 0,5 = 1,5 a 20 
Quebec ©20900000008090000 = Wee = 1,5 -15,5 io 3.8 
Ontario ©200000009000000 + 1.1 + 9,4 = 359 + 260 
Prairies @220900900000000 PCs O + 2.0 =29,6 Mw 2.9 
British Columbia 200000 | = 5.6 * 1.61 sO4e1s Bn F265) ) oes 
Hardware ©90020086480000000 = 1.9 = 6.4 =2l1.1 + 42 + Sol 
ONE G13 OSM ao oa. Wetailin'a es =10,.4 11.5 =21,.0 = 0,2 
Quebec 2000000000008900 = 4.5 = 5eo =19.,4 : 1.5 
Ontario ©000000000000060 = 1,1 - 1.7 = 9.4 + 6.8 
Western Provinces (00900 - 0,3 > 8,8 =28,] + 4,9 
Tobacco and Confectionery lee Bo oe Tice d +7550 = 3.7 
Maritimes and Quebec 4, 860 + 4,9 tees + 4,1 
Ontario ©0000 0809809000 + 508 suabab exe) +10,8 nd 4.7 
Western Provinces coco + 9.9 + 5.6 =13,5 SO) oe ee 
olssale Trade = 
Maritimes 2000080280080 11.7 Lo cso oe 9.0 ing 1.8 
Quebec 020000900080 00080 = 6,8 ta 5,4 17.5 be 1.9 
Ontario ©000000007000000 (x) + 4.6 = Sel + 4,2 
Prairies 09908006000000000 + 5.0 + 3,8 =24,8 ns 708 
British Columbia .seosoe $= 63 = 104 “1704  =0,3 a 
CANADA ee Ce ee ee) ~ BB. if 1,9, “14.2 2,9 ze 1.4 
(1) Revised (2) Preliminary (x) Unchanged 


Notes Figures for Newfoundland are not available. 
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WHOLESALE TRADE 


JANUARY 1950 


Seine 


Janua Sales Declined From A Year Ago 


The dollar volume of wholesale sales in January, 1950 was rs 
lower than in January a year ago and 11.4% below the December, 1949 
volume according to etatements submitted by 367 wholesalers represent= 
ing nine trades. The unadjusted index for the nine trades (on the 
base, average for 1935-1939 = 100) stood at 231.8 for January, 1950, 
243.2 for January, 1949, and 261.5 for December, 1949. 


All regions of the country except the Maritimes shared in 


the general decline in sales during January, 1950. Sales in the 
Prairie Provinces and Ontario were down 4% froma year ago, British 
Columbia, 9%, and Quebec sales were 7% lower in dollar volume. The 


Maritimes registered a fractional gain of 0.6% over January, 1949. 


PERCENTAGE CHANGES IN SALES AND INVENTORIES 
JANUARY 1950 


KIND OF COMPARED WITH PREVIOUS MONTH COMPARED WITH SAME MONTH AYEAR AGO 
BUSINESS ~90% -10% 0 +10% +20% +30% +40% -20% -l0% O +10% +20% +30% +40% 
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TRADE H@ SALES 

(J INVENTORIES 
AUTOMOTIVE 
EQUIPMENT 


DRUGS 


CLOTHING 


414 
FOOTWEAR & 


DRY GOODS 


FRUITS ANnp 
VEGETABLES 


GROCERIES 


HARDWARE 


TOBACCO AND 
CONFECTIONERY 


% The volume number, used for the first time in this issue, signifies the number of 
years for which these statistics have been compiled. Previous issues in this 
series may be identified by publication number 16-4040. 


Prepared in Merchandising and Sorvices Section 


Only 2 Trades Show Gains 


The two food trades, groceries, and fruits and vegetables, 
showed minor gains in sales with increases over January 1949 of 1.8% 
and 0.4% respectively. The other allied food trade, tobacco and confec= 
tionery wholesalers, registered a minor decline (6.5%) in dollar 
volume of sales from 4 year ago, 


Sales of automotive equipment wholesalers were 7% below 
January of last year, drug wholesalers’ sales dropped 10% and hardware 
declined 15%, The clothing and dry goods trades showed the greatest 
decline in dollar volume of sales from January 1949, Footwear whole=- 
salers registered 12% less sales than a year ago, dry goods wholesalers 
16% less and clothing wholesalers showed the greatest drop of the nine 
trades at 22%, This January recession in dollar volume of sales in dry 
goods and clothing wholesalers continues the 1949 downward trend in 
sales of these trades. 


Stocks Dropped 4% in Value from January 1950 
The value of wholesalers! stocks on hand at the end of January 
1950 was 4% below that at the end of the same month in 1949, 


Substantial gains in value of inventory were reported by footwear 
wholesalers at 16.4%, and by automotive equipment wholesalers at Tasos. 
Stocks held by the drug and dry goods trades were 3% higher in value than 
at the end of January last year. 


While stocks held by hardware wholesalers were only slightly 
below their year-ago value, the other four wholesale trades recorded 
inventory decreases of from 6% to 18%. Tobacco and confectionery whole= 
salers! stocks were down 6%, and fruit and vegetable wholesalers 10% 
below the level of a year ago, The clothing trade had 11% less stock and 
the wholesale grocery trade a decrease of 18% compared with those held at 
the end of January 1949, 


Stock-Sales Ratio in the Wholesale Grocery Trade 


Stocks held by wholesale grocers at the beginning of January 
are normally 63% in excess of sales for that month (based on the average 
for the years 1936-1942), Wholesale grocers’ stocks at the beginning 
of January 1950 were valued 21% higher than their sales during January. 
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Percentage Changes 


in Wholesale Trade 


Percentage Change 


it SALES 
Trade and Region (1) k2') INVENTORY 
December, JANUBTY s January » 
1949 1950 1950 Jan., 1950 
December, Janvary December Jan., 1949 
| 1948 1949 1949 
Automotive Equipment ...005 yey = 6,6 = 6,1 *11.3 
Maritimes and Quebec ....- =14,4 17.7 =27,4 
TUR TC Oto a's areley 9%. 0-6'e oie os - 1,8 = 0.8 = 3,6 
Western Provinces oeooecee +15,7 = B92 = 2.9 | 
PACA Ei aiare Stace aveiete's sing ao.) 6 4°0.6 *15,0 if = 9,7 = 6,3 + 3.1 
Maritimes, Que, and Ont.. + 6.6 = 692 +O. 
Western Provinces  .ceces +5969 217.2 195: | 
Biouniney Mots et ce Ses ks « =12.6 =21.6 -16,0 -10.9 
“EC! See Si Ae ene 12.6 =26.7 
Ont.and Western Provinces -12,8 =30,8 
PO OUM CS Tl Mivisqinieses a aise bart.eke -1ll,” ag =12,90 i =41,4 +16,4 
Varitimes and Quebec ..,. = 7.4 =19.1 
Ont,and Western Provinces =15.5 = 5.7 
ity Go6d8 S.tecceccscccscss | L503 “15,8 5 io) Gah wee] + Bea 
Maritimes and Quebec oo, =-19,1 -20,.7 aL StS: 
Ontario 600000098000 00000 -12,2 -14,8 2: Sel 
Western Provinces ..0000/| -14,0 “10.3 | sabi | 
Fruits.and Vegetables .co. ae ne + 0.4 =24,3 = 9.7 
Maritimes and Quebec 0, =10,4 Sr =10,3 
Ontario 2090000000009 000 + 5,5 oy bes) =11,5 
Western Provinces .scccce +114 } EO) =43,1 
Groceries ©6000900000900000 + 200 + 1,8 a bee -17,8 
Maritimes 20200SOOO0COZDOHO =! 0.5 + 5.8 so 4,6 
Quebec ©09200000000090095908 + Opell + 1.9 =29,6 
Ontario 2900600200000 806 + So4 he FAR = 9,6 
Prairies ©0600080990000000 + 4c + (ee +14,1 
BYTeLon COLUMDIA, ossv0.06 of SIC Dag - 3.2 +19,5 
Hardware ©00000000200068900 oe 664 -14,7 =20.7 =z 0.5 
Maritimes ©0900000000000900 -11,5 =16,5 =23ol1 
Quebec ails od tik Chaeudis canine i? 5o4t -13,9 -10.9 
Ontario ©000000900090908000 - 1.7 <4 4,5 =2530 
Western Provinces oooccce = 8,8 =21,0 =20,7 
Tobacco and Confectionery... 758 = 0,9 =2Lel 5 - 6,1 
Maritimes and Quebec ... +.5.8 + 4,4 =$509 
Ontario ©0000000000200000 +11,5 - 1,1 2594 
Western Provinces eecc0e6 +562 - 1,9 -13,2 
Wholesale Trade = 
Maritimes 2©000000000000 a 2eT7 5 0.6 =-11,5 
Quebec 00000000900000008 > 4.6 = 7,0 =20o4 
Ontario ©009000000090000 + 2o% al 4,0 =-llgl 
Prairies ©26000090900006008 + 352 = 507 a Te 
BerevehoColumbia® 34.3% = 1,5 - 8.9 = 2,0 
DRAIN aN a las Meo FS wibse 6 + 0,6 - 4,7 “llo4 = 4.1 
(1) Revised (2) Preliminary 
Notes: Figures for Newfoundland are not available, 
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WHOLESALE TRADE 
FEBRUARY. 1950 


Seems 


Sales at Same Level as a Year Ago 


Dollar volume of wholesale sales in February, 1950 wae unchanged 
from the February, 1949 level, but was 6% above dollsur sales in January, 
1950, esccording to returns submitted by 361 wholesalers across Canada rep- 
resenting nine lines of trade. Total sales for the first two months of 
1950 were 2% below sales for the first two months of 1949. The general 
unadjusted index (on the base, aversge for 1935-1939 = 100) wae 244.8 for 
February, 1950 and for February, 1949, ana 231.5 for January, 1950. 


Variations in percentage changes in sales between February, 1949 
and February, 1950 for the various regions of the country were small. Dol- 
lar sales in both Ontario and the Prairie Provinces were 2% above those 
for February, 1949, while decreases of lees than 1% were recorded for the 
Maritime Provinces and British Columbia. Sales in Quebec were down 6% from 
February a year ago. 


PERCENTAGE CHANGES IN SALES AND INVENTORIES 
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Food Increases Most Prominent 


Fruit and vegetable wholesalers and grocery wholesalers were the 
only two among the nine trades to register appreciable gains in dollar 
volume of sales over February last year, Sales of fruit and vegetable 
wholesalers were up 13% and grocery wholesalers’ sales, 8%, Minor gains 
of 3% and 2% were recorded by drug wholesalers and tobacco and confectionery 
wholesalers respectively. 


Dry Goods, Apparel, Automotive Equipment, and Hardware Sales Down 


Sales of wholesalers of clothing, dry goods, and footwear were 
lower than the dollar volume of sales in February a year ago by 4%, 9% and 
138% respectively. Sales of automotive equipment wholesalers were down 9%, 
while a drop of 16% was reported by hardware wholesalers. 


Slight Decrease in Dollar Value of Inventories 


Dollar value of stocks in the hands of wholesalers at the end of 
February 1950 in the nine trades under review was less than 1% below the 
dollar value of inventories at February 28, 1949, but 6% higher than at the 
end of January 1950. 


Footwear wholesalers reported an increase over last year of 23% 
in value of stocks on hand, while stocks of automotive equipment dealers 
were up 8% in value, Minor gains of from 1% to 3% were recorded for whole=- 
salers of tobacco and confectionery, dry goods, hardware, and drugs. 
Clothing wholesalers’ inventories remained unchanged from the same date a 
year ago, 


Declines in value of stocks on hand were registered in the fruit 
and vegetable (8%) and grocery trades (11%). 


Stocks=-Sales Comparison for Grocery Trade 


Inventories of wholesale grocers at the beginning of February this 
year were 12% in excess of sales during that month, Stocks were considerably 
lower in relation to sales in February this year than in the two preceding 
years, Wholesale grocers' inventories at the beginning of February 1949 were 
62% higher than February sales, while the corresponding figure for 1948 was 
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Dollar volume of wholesale sales in March 1950 advanced 4% over 
March 1949 and 20% over February this year, according to statements sub-~ 
mitted by 370 wholesalers representing nine lines of trade. The March 
gain brought total eales for the first quarter of 1950 practically level 
with the first quarter of 1949, The general unadjusted index (on the 
base, average for 1935~-1939 = 100) stood at 294.2 for March 1950, 283.4 
for March 1949, and 244.6 for February 1950. 


Increases over March 1949 were registered for all provinces and 
ranged from 1% for Quebec to 6% for British Columbia. 


PERCENTAGE CHANGES IN SALES AND INVENTORIES 


MARCH 1950 
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Changes from March 1949 are Minor 


While trends varied between the different trades, no group re- 
ported a very wide gain or loss, Wholesale grocers’ and druggists! sales 
were 8% in excess of March a year ago, while an increase of 7% was 
recorded by automotive equipment and tobacco and confectionery wholesalers, 
Slightly smaller gains of 4% and 3% were registered for fruit and vegetable 
dealers and clothing wholesalers respectively. 


Footwear and hardware wholesalers both reported March 1950 sales 


2% lower than in March a year ago, while dry goods wholesalers’ sales 
decreased 5%, 


Stocks Valued 5% Higher 


The value of stocks in the hands of wholesalers at the end of 
March 1950, in the nine lines of trade, was 5% higher than the inventory 
value at the same date a year ago, The only decrease in inventory from 
last year was that for clothing wholesalers whose stocks were down ke 
Footwear wholesalers and tobacco and confectionery wholesalers reported 
substantial increases of 22% and 17% respectively. Drug wholésalers’ 
stocks were 10% higher than at the corresponding date in 1949, while 
automotive equipment dealers reported stocks 8% above the value of a year 
ago. Increases in value of stocks on hand for the other trades ranged 
between 2% and 6%. 


Stocks=Sales Ratio in the Grocery Trade 


Stocks in the hands of wholesale grocers at the beginning of 
March this year were valued 9% in excess of sales during that month, At 
March lst of the two preceding years, the margin of stocks over sales 
was 25%. 
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Percentage Changes in Wholesale Trade 
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April Sales Down 4% from 1949 


Dollar value of wholesale sales, as reported by 366 whole- 
salers representing nine lines of trade, declined 4% in April 1950 
from April 1949, and was 5% lower than in March 1950. Cumulative 
sales for the first four months of 1950 were 1% below the total for 
the corresponding period of 1949. The general unadjusted index (on 
the base, average for 1935-1939m100) stood at 278.9 for April 1950, 
291.7 for April 1949, and 293.6 for March 1950. 


Decreases from April 1949 were recorded in sales for all 
regione of the country. Sales in British Columbia were only slightly 
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below April last year with a decrease of 1%, A decline of 4% was regis~ 
tered for Ontario and of 5% for the Maritime Provinces and the Prairie 
Provinces, Quebec sales were 7% below April @ year ago, 


One Trade Only Shows Gain 


Fruit and vegetable dealers, with sales up 2%. had the only 
increase among the nine trades included in the survey, -omparing April 
1950 with April 1949, Grocery wholesalers' sales were practically the 
same as in April a year ago, small gains in Quebec and British Colwnbia 
being offset by declines in the Maritime and Prairie Provinces, 


The drop in sales of automotive equipment wholesalers amounted to 
6%, corresponding with the decrease for the year to date, Hardware whole- 
salers’ sales were 7% below April 1949, This was the only trade for which 
the April decline was smaller than the decline for the year to date, which 
in this case was %. Sales of tobacco and confectionery wholesalers were 
also 7% below April 1949, while decreases of 10% and 12% were recorded for 
drugs and dry goods respectively, Largest decreases were reported by 
clothing wholesalers, at 17%, and footwear wholesalers, at 19%. 


Stocks Sf Higher 


The value of stocks in the hands of wholesalers in the nine trades — 
surveyed was 5% higher at April 30, 1950 than at the end of April 1949, 
Clothing wholesalers’ inventories remained 16% lower in value, but all other 
trades reported stocks higher in value than in 1949, 


Fruit and vegetable dealers’ and grocery wholesalers’ stocks were 
valued 1% higher than at April 30, 1949, Inventories of hardware whole-~ 
salers and dry goods wholesaiers at the end of April were valued 4% above 
those on the same date last year, while increases of 7% and 10% were recorded 
for automotive equipment wholesalers and drug wholesalers respectively. 
Stocks in the hands of wholesele tobacco and confectionery dealers were 19% 
in excess: of the value at April 30 a year ago, while an increase of 27% was 
recorded by footwear wholesalers, 


Stock-Sales Ratio in the Grocery Trade 


Stocks in the hands of wholesale grocers at the beginning of April 
1950 were valued 19% in excess of sales during April, while the correspond- 
ing figures for 1948 and 1949 were 9% and 14% respectively, 


Year's Subscription, $1.00 
Single copies, 210 


Percentage Chanres 


Trade and Region 


Automotive Equipment ..; 
Maritimes and Quebec 44 
Ontario ©0000000000000 
Western Provinces: -eas6 

Drugs 0200000000000000000 
Maritimes ,Que,, and Ont, 
Western Provinces. 


Clothing 
Quebec ©00000008009000 
Ont,.& Western Provinces 

Footwear 600969000000000 
Maritimes and Quebec 46 
Ont.& Western Provinces 


900 


©@eo000009000000090606 


sy Ft a EN, Tee A 
mn Wholesale Trade 


Percentage Change 


INVENTORY 


Jan,=-to= 
April 1950 | April 1950 

dan ,eto= | April 1949 
April 1949 


Dry Goods Sele ele 06 «60 6 66 6 
Maritimes and Quebec 4; 
Ontario COoereeeooerce 
Western Provinces 


©0090 


Fruits and Vegetables ... 
Maritimes and Quebec 
Ontario 22208090880000 
Western Provinces 


eo 


6000 


Groceries 
Maritimes 
Quebes 
Ontario 
Prairies $0 00660000000 
British Columbia 


Hardware deh O oo DOBOOOaC 
Maritimes 
Quebec 
Ontario 0000000000000 
Western Provinces 


Tobacco and Confectionery 
Maritimes and Quebec es 
Ontario 9000000000090 
Western Provinces 


Wholesale Trade 
Maritimes 
Quebec 
Ontario 
Prairies MIO OH OOOO NOS 
British Columbia 


0202000008000 00 
0000000000088 
ee0e0e000000000 
©00000800e0000 


202000 


©e@eH 000009086 


©0800 R909R9HFOK0GBOD 


©6000 


@eo00 
o 


@eooece @62498 GG 
@e230809090200000 8 


oeo0 
CANADA @2ee002020800808 

(1) Revised. 
Note: 


+ Ae6 


(2) Preliminary. 


(x) Unchanged 


Figures for Newfoundland are not available. 
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WHOLESALE TRADE 
MAY 1950 


Dollar value of wholesale sales in Mey 1950 edvaenced 6% over 
May last year and 15% over April 1950 according to reports submitted 
by 368 wholesalers in nine lines of trade. CumuJetive sales for the 
firet five months of the current year practically equalled the dollar 
volume in the corresponding period of 1949. The general unadjusted 
index (on the base, average for 1935-1939=100) stood at 320.9 for May 
1950, 278.9 for April 1950, and 303.0 for May 1949. 


Percentage changes from May a year ago were fairly uniform 

for all regions of the country. Sales in the Maritime Provinces and 

B.c Quebec were &% end 7% higher. Ontario sales were up 6% while in 
Quebec and the Prairie Provinces gains amounted to 5% and 


PERCENTAGE CHANGES IN SALES AND INVENTORIES 
MAY I950 


KIND OF COMPARED WITH PREVIOUS MONTH COMPARED WITH SAME MONTH AYEAR AGO 
BUSINESS 29% -10% 0 +10% +20% +30% +40% -20% -10% 0 +10% +20% +30%+40% 
| | | | | | 


TRADE | @™@ SsALES | 
CJ INVENTORIES | 


AUTOMOTIVE 
EQUIPMENT 


DRUGS 


CLOTHING 


FOOTWEAR 


DRY GOODS 


FRUITS anp 
VEGETABLES 


GROCERIES 


HARDWARE 


TOBACCO AND 
CONFECTIONERY 


Prepared in the Merchandising and Services Section 


Food Trades Lead in Gains 


Gains of 10% in dollar sales in the grocery trade and the 
fruit and vegetable trade were the largest recorded by individual kinds 
of business, Tobacco and confectionery, drugs, and hardware wholesalers 
@ll reported sales vclumes 6% higher than in May a year ago, the latter 
registering a gain over the preceding year for the first time in seven 
months, 


Dry dood § fe n0 spe cet yee renee ies 


The series of declines in sales of dry goods wholesalers was 
extended to nine successive months when May sales this year declined 7% 
below those in May 1949, Footwear wholesalers! sales were down 8%, 
while a drop of 11% was recorded in clothing wholesalers’ sales. 


Automotive equipment wholesalers registered a decrease of less 
than 1%, but the trend varied by regions, A gain of 13% was reported 
for the Maritimes and Quebec combined, Ontario sales were up 4%, while a 
drop of 8% occurred in Western Canada. 


Stocks Higher = Except Clothing 


Clothing, with a decrease of 17%, was the only wholesale tradg 
among the nine covered, to register a lower stock value at the end of 
May 1950 than at May 3] last year, Inventories in the nine trades 
combined were valued 6% higher than at the same date a year ago. 


Major increases were recorded for wholesalers of footwear (23%) 
and tobacco and confectionery (21%). Fruit and vegetable and drug whole= 
salers' stocks were valued 13% higher than at the end of May a year ago, 
while hardware, dry goods, and grocery wholesalers reported increases of 
6%, 4%, and 2% respectively. 


Stocks-Sales Ratio in the Grocery Trade 


Stocks in the hands of wholesale grocers at the beginning of 
May were practically equal in value to sales during that month, Corres= 
ponding comparisons in 1948 and 1949 indicated stocks 11% and 6% respec- 
tively higher than sales, 


Year's Subscription, $1.00 
Single copies, ee) 


Percentage Changes in Wholesale Trade 
SSS SS 
Percentage Change 


Trade and Region 


Automotive Equipment 0. 
Maritimes and Quebee , 
Ontario ©8000000000000 
Western Provinces ooo. 

Drugs ©200000000000000000 
Maritimes ,Que., and Ont 
Western Provinces 400. 


ee 
Cc ot hing 0990000000000000 


Quebec ©90000000000000 
Ont.& Western Provinces 
Footwear ©00000000000000 
Maritimes and Quebec .. 
Ont.& Western Provinces 
Dry Goods ©200000000006e 
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Fruits and Vegetables 4. 
Maritimes and Quebec , 
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British Columbia 20000 
Ha rdwe re ©092900000000000 
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Tobacco and Confectionery 
Maritimes and Quebec , 
Onta rio Siileie'oMtale oe anise 
Western Provinces oo. 
Wholesale Trade = 
Maritimes 000000000000 
Quebes 0020000000000006 
Ontario CO020000G000006 
Prairiea® “wWcocceasseeve 
British Columbia ®20¢6000 


CANADA 40000 
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we 


May May Jan, -toe= 


= 5.8 = 0.6 412.6 = 4,7 + 944 
= 7,5 413.4 +566 = 2.6 
= 1,0 + 3,7 + 3.4 + 11 
= 9,4 = Bo2 + 7,3 = 9,9 

= So7 + 5,6 T7oe = 1600 #13 ok 
=12,0 +59 +2154 = 0, 
= 3.7 $4 9 + 8.9 = 2,9 

=1861 =10.5 S605 =llel =1607 
=18,2 = 754 2 © 
218.1 o12,4 ie = 

21946 Gijs- 1 Opi Seas. = 6.9 $23.4 
=20,5 + 20€ = = 
=19,4 @16,7 2 = 

“12, = Gof + 0,9 = So7 4, 
@13,5 = 9,8 = 7,6 =13,3 
= 9.8 = 0.9 41157 = 7,3 
=13,0 2°96 + 4.8 = 6.6 

$2.4  %10.2 42. Stu wan it. Cel: $12 07 
+ 0,5 + 38 420.8 + 1,0 
2 2,8 *14,8 + 4,8 * Sol 
.* 8.4 * Sol 714.8 __”_998 

£) 


= 6,8 
= 8.1 
= 1,8 
=-11,4 


_ 4,5 


— 4.4 


(1) Revised, (2) Preliminary. 


+ 5,7 +25,8 ca l= +606 
F1L1 ol + 758 > 3,8 
+ 557 730.4 + 2.0 
> 3,2 +296 2 0,6 
+ 7,8 427.9 + 1,2 
+ 5.5 411.5 Zel 
+ 6,4 +23,5 + 0.9 
+ 4,3 #1552 + 0.6 
+ 7.0 415.6 + 0.3 
+ 5,9 41651 + 0,2 + 654 


Note: Figures for Newfoundland are not available. 
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WHOLESALE TRADE 
SND Cs 1950 


Wholesale sales in June 1950 were 5% greater than the dollar volume in June 
1949, while cumulative figures for the first six monthe of 1950 were up 1% over the 
corresponding period of last year. The general unadjusted index (on the base ,average 


for Pete 100) stood at 325.4 for June 1950, 321.5 for May 1950, end 310.9 for 
June 1949, 


All provinces recorded increases over June a year ago, gains ranging from 
1% for the Maritime Provinces and British Columbia to 9% for Quebec. 


sels (continued on page 2) 


The following charte, appearing for the first time in this issue, show the trend in 
sales and inventories, annually from 1939 and monthly for January 1948,for ary goods 


and grocery wholesalers. These charts are based on index numbers,and do not portray 
the dollarwise relationship between ssles and stocks. 
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INDEXES OF SALES AND INVENTORIES 
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Sales Trends in Individual Trades 


Fruit and vegetable wholesalers' sales advanced 15% over June 
1949 to record the largest gain among the nine trades surveyed, Whole= 
salers of hardware reported sales 9% above the dollar volume for June 
last year, while increases of 5% were recorded for wholesalers of tobacco 
and confectionery, footwear, and automotive equipment, Gains of 4% and 
2% were registered for drug wholesalers and dry goods wholesalers 
respectively, while clothing and grocery wholesalers’ sales were practi-~ 
cally unchanged in volume from June a year ago, 


Stocks 


The value of stocks on hand at the end of due 1950 was 
generally higher than at the same date a year ago, totals for the nine 
trades exceeding the value of inventories at June 30, 1949 by 10%, 
Fruit and vegetable dealers and tobacco and confectionery wholesalers 
registered the largest gains of 46% and 24% respectively. 


Grocery and Dry Goods Inventories 


A new feature of these monthly reports is the introduction 
of a table showing inventories of wholesale grocers and dry goods 
wholesalers (see below), These were formerly published only in the 
annual summary bulletin “Wholesale Trade", 


Both classes of businesg show higher inventories at the end 
of June this year than at the same date a year ago, The downward trend 
between May and June in dry goods inventories is consistent with the 
normal seasonal movement, 


Index Numbers of Wholesale Inventories 


(Average for 1935-1539 = 100) 


Month and Year Dry Goods Wholesalers Grocery Wholesalers: 


Jume 1947 156.8 185.5 
Jame 1948 184.6 17567 
June 1949 203.4 18942 
May 1950 213.8 207 35 
June 1950 209.9 210.6 


Stocks-Sales Ratios in the Grocery Trade 


Ratios of stocks at the beginning of June to sales during 
that month (stocks=-sales ratio) for the past three years were as follows: 
dune 1948, 1043; June 1949, .993 and dime LOO ME. oe 
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Percentage Changes in Wholesale Trade 


; Nai a Percentage Change 


SALES INVENT ORY 
er eg fo 82) eed ong eae reg 
Trade and Region May Jue June dan,-to= 
1950 1950 1950 June 1950 Jue 1950 
May ‘dune Mey Jan =-to= dune 1949 
1949 1949 1950 June 1949 
Automotive Equipment... 30,666 | 76439) art 4.4.08  =18,0 2m ee 10, le 
Maritimes and Quebec , tS OT + 3,9 @16 42: = 1,3 
Ontario C80 0oOCSE 20008 ote 39D +10,9 saat i Rep ae 2.8 
Western Provinces .oee = 8,2 (x) + 7.4 = 8,0 
DUPER sie tells ce cess EME S i OSS a 5.0 =~ Oscoe pip i eile. 
Maritimes ,Que,, and Ont, <P SIs + 4.2 =14,0 ar (4/5 
Western Provinces .eece + 4,3 + SS + 155 = 149 
EOE IN EAB Ets e's te ty tr. Fe « “11,3 = Ole + 6.5 = 9.5 Pole 
Quebec 2000000989999 00 ad 8.5 =11,4 
Ont «Western Provinces, =-13,1 +12.7 
POOUWOO TGs cle e Go5su's os ce = 5% + 5,0 18,5 = 6,7 ) oP abaloee 
Maritimes and Quebec ,. teeG + 5,1 
Ont.& Western Provinces -12.8 + 4,9 
Dry Goods pel Sos. SEL Bees wit 6.5 iv 16, Oa ew elt 8 Oe win? 9 + 3,2 
Maritimes and Quebec , = 9,2 aw Meee g + 6.9 =10,9 
Ontario ©8050089009069 = 0.9 =. 16 -13,5 Se 6,95 
Western Provinces woos = 9.6 Ore G = 9,6 = 4,8 
Fruits and Vegetables +104 *14,9 +Sto + 8,0 ¥°45,9 
Maritimes and Quebec , + 4,3 +3749 420,90 + 8,0 
Ontario @08080C85000000 +1551 712.8 = 536 HOS 
Western Provinces oece + 8.9 + 8.9 AGS + 9,5 
ICO rT GF Mealy « ted c's oo hee +69,0° = 0.2 + 3,2 + 4,6 + 11,5 
MATIGINGE leases e% oh cee FT ak + O02] = 260 toe 
BODOG II. . cai, so St see Re SL + 4.6 + 409 410.4 
Ontario eeeeeesoe e008 + 644 = 260 +596 + 220 
Prairies 20209080070 2008 738 bl a ©) + LACS} +t O56 a? (eds) 
British Columbia eae #1550 = 3.2 + 1,8 + 2.9 
Ha rdwa. re ©008029020090008 tay Gui a 8.9 xe Lee | a 56k + 7.8 
Maritimes bee teenssee 71 Le6 Ta 0. %, = 7.35 - 1.6 
Quebec CoPCOLSED DEERE ® + Bien 12,6 aa a at) bay 5.3 
DCS) Cole « os 6 tts 6.56 = o'o-0.0 ont +106 47 60 + 0,9 
Western Provinces oeec a7 156 Pai +235) ~ 4,8 
Tobacco and Confectionery + 6.6 + 5,2 = 207 + 2,0 + 23,8 
Maritimes and Quebec , 1 LeL + 264 a8 WAG, + 3,5 
Ontario ©002900908580080 a5 6,7 nu 4,0 te ona uF 26 
Western Provinces eee + 4,4 +.7,8 + 3,9 er AL AG: 
Wholesale Trade = 
MAT LCS MG Heke 5.60.4 e's % 0 0's0 + 8,0 715 = 8,7 + 1,8 
Quebec ©2000000000009086 + 5,3 + 9,5 en = O51 
Ontario 020500009 00006 uy Gar os: 4,2 ad 6.4 + 1.6 
Pratrd GSmy os vues chee’ © + 4,5 + 5,7 + 2,9 + 1.5 
British Columbia .eecoe Gay, sae el yf _*2.5 +0,5 
+ 6,0 + 4,8 +1.3 +13 IS 
(1) Revised, (2) Preliminary. Note; Figures for Newfoundland are not available, 
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(x) Unchanged. 
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Sales of wholesalers in Canada in July 1950 were 10% higher in dollar 
volume than in July a year ago and 4% below June 1950. Cumulative sales for the 
first seven months of 1950 exceeded the volume for the corresponding period of 
1949 by 2%. The general unadjusted index of wholesale sales for the nine lines 
covered by this survey (on the base, average for 1935-1939=100) stood at Sain) 
for July 1950, 285.5 for July 1949, and 326.4 for June 1950. 


Gains were recorded in July for all regions of the country and ranged 


between 8% and 10% in Ontario and Western Canada and between 4% and 7% in Quebec 
and the Maritimes. 


PERCENTAGE CHANGES IN SALES AND INVENTORIES 
Uy 95:0 


COMPARED WITH PREVIOUS MONTH COMPARED WITH SAME MONTH A YEAR AGO 


KIND OF 


WHOLESALE 
TRADE 


BUSINESS ~40%-30% —20% —10% 


0 +10% +20% 
| 


SALES 


~ 20% -107% 


+10% +20% *30% +40% 


fa} INVENTORIES | 


AUTOMOTIVE 
EQUIPMENT 


DRUGS 


CLOTHING 


FOOTWEAR 


DRY GOODS 


FRUITS anp 
VEGETABLES 


GROCERIES 


HARDWARE 


TOBACCO AND 
CONFECTIONERY , 


* Not Available 
Prepared in the Merchandising and Services Section 


Sales Trends in Individual Trades — 

Automotive equipment wholesalers registered the greatest gain 
over July 1949 with dollar sales up 25% as compared with a 1% increase 
for the first seven months of the year, Increases in hardware, clothing, 
dry goods, and grocery wholesalers' sales in July amounted to 14%, 14%, 
13%, and 13% respectively and were the largest these trades have recorded 
since the beginning of the ysar, After showing an increase for the first 
time this year in June, footwear wholesalers again recorded lower sales 
than in 1949, the July volume being 5% below that for July last year. 


Stocks 


Inventories of wholesalers at the end of July 1950 were valued 
9% higher than at the same date a year ago, Tobacco and confectionery 
wholesalers reported stocks 26% in excess of the inventory value at July 
31, 1949, while no change was recorded in the value of stocks held by 
clothing wholesalers, Gains in the other trades ranged between 5% and 
11%. 


Grocery and Dry Goods Inventories 


Month Index Numbers of Wholesale Inventories Stocks/Sales 
and Year (Average for 19351939 — 100) Ratios: 
Dry Goods Grocery Grocery 
Wholesalers Wholesalers Wholesalers 
July 1947 171.8 178.1 ° 96 
July 1948 207.5 184.0 085 
duly 1949 220.8 191.4 ool 
June 1950 210.5 210.6 20 
duly 1950 251.8 215.0 91 


Year's subscription, $1.00 
Single copies =e syle 


Percentage Changes in Wholesale Trade 


ca =e _____ Percentage Change 
cs TNVENT 
June Jul July Jan.-to= 
Trade and Region 1950 ed 1950 July 1950 duly 1950 
dune duly June Jan .~to= July 1949 
{ 1949 1949 1950 July 1949 
Automotive Equipment .o,. 7 Joe + i a 
Maritimes and Quebee .;, 2 OsT +2064 + 540 + 10 
CUGa TE Osh Syietile ese. ee + 942 +2625 ' #13,7 eG. 
Western Provinces sais ae eae Ge, CD +2425 ao, , 8. te. 4.0 
MOPAT Ga ee ics Mate le Ss & 0-0 a ° j ie eo i + &, 
Maritimes ,Que.,and Ont; se G(s) = 035 = 352 + 054 
Western Provinces .;,;; + 3,5 #*O.6 "21,6 - 1.6 
B Matha ni. ois. ile ven Sos ie Z : = 7. 220s aaa 


Quebec ele bles slo eels bs eee -1164 +14,3 
Ont.& Western Provinces; alte siete yt yi 3 
Footwear Ces es 6 sieisiele shale cue + 5,0 ; esd Sjsal ' Ge — 6,5 a tala d 


Maritimes and Quebec = eet h $18 
Ont .& Western Provinces + 4.9 =10,2 i 
Dry Goods 59825990000 0045 + Io Tinie o i. =25 9 i-Fi Cain eas eT 
Maritimes and Quebec’ :;; el ee +1356 25947 = 9,1 
CGS ti On Meee ef, scies =o com Peet lOS5 =1654 # 435 
Western Provinces 4,563 726.8 + 7,9 ao. 6.5 = 3,2 ; 
Fruits and Vegetables 4... +16. + 4.6 ot ay ieee daw + 9,7 
Maritimes and Quebec .., +3226 Store 330.2 +750 
Ontario S2e0000000000000 T1113 O bas 355 =13.6 + leo 
Western Provinces ..,:;5 +13, 7. +102 *Ge 410.4 
Bec rt ecean Ati... wt1560. se851 Boe GO 411.3 
MALT Cimo8 Sg eee #°007 abl era 8, + 742 + 4,5 
Ne CC imme. goheest, oo a. + 3,4 71607 + 636 +11.2 
PLA ELO ok alee bie..c00 00 o 8 = 1.7 +1027 + 6.8 + 3,5 
PG EOS Be at ohis bases sine “arene | #1551 +1564 + 8,5 
British Columbia ~,4.:7; ae Ook 717.6 +.0.95 + 5.0 
BI VOWS 2G) gS GO hand ory natats oc 'gart LO 1358 ~ =waQ959 “1 s.028- a9; 
PELE GS? weet SoS c % #12,1 +1438 = 5,9 olen 
RutO UOC’ Hone, % ble ko oo oe 41256 +24.0 = 752 = 1,5 
Ontario bw eiale s-ee.at> cine +1034 225.0 =24.9 ha A 
Western Provinces 20000 bez So 0 = Ashe @) = 6,1 = 269 


Tobacco and Confectionery. + 4,7 (a) (a) a y +2640 


Maritimes and Quebec ., gO + 453 =14,3 + 3.6 
Ontario SEO NLO OF EOE Om + 539 + 3.0 -10.6 + Bee 
Western Provinces o.6o00 + 4.4 (a) {a ) (a) 


Wholesale Trade = 


Wer ices 6.4 64). 4h. 338 eo ie BP a eI) + 2.5 + 2.6 
ACETIC Tey Mp 4 Ree 0g ea ead + 8.8 + 4,4 = 6,5 coy ay 
Ontert § # Sten th ects es + 4,4 + 8,4 =p7 5000 2.6 
ere CLM ute, Glee «cc tie Pi GoiMn et coee ae Bar + 2.8 
British Coltumbises. 2 7.2 2 OG ¢ tLOSL = 5,4 sat hes f 


CANADA 3.90 00 Bo oan Be a0) ap S)efsl | 4,0 +244 ap ()r4 


ee cere ne ee EN tA alba ee le i a 
(1) Revised. (2) Preliminary. Note:Figures for Newfoundland are not available, 


(x) Unchanged. (a) Not available, 
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Dollar volume of wholesale sales in Canada in August 1950 was 17% higher 
than in August be and 18% in excess of the July 1990 volume. Cumulative sales 
for the first eight months of 1950 were 4% above sales in the comparable period 
of 1949. The general unadjusted index of wholesale sales for the nine lines of 
trade covered by this survey (on the base average for 1935-19398100) stood at 
369.5 for August 1950, 317.2 for Auguet 19h9, and 314.1 for July 1950. 


Quebec's 22% increase in August sales was the largest among regional 
gains. Sales in Ontario, British Columbia and the Prairie Provinces were 172, 


16%, and 15% respectively above August 1949. The Maritime Provinces recorded an 
increase of 12%. 


(continued on page 2) 
The followirge charts show ong trend in sales and inventories, annually from 1939 
and monthly from January 19 for dry goods and grocery wholesalers .These charts 


are based on index numbers and do not portray the dollarwise relationship between 
sales and stocks. 


INDEXES OF SALES AND INVENTORIES 
OF DRY GOODS AND GROCERY WHOLESALERS 
. (1935—1939==100) 


ae ia T aa ela 
DRY GOODS po gresaeeeS 


SALES-ANNUAL AVERAGES 


ae NN 


INVENTORY 


———— 
GROCERY WHOLESALERS 
| 
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Sales Trends in Individual Trades 


Increases in August were greater than those for the first 
eight months of the year in all except the fruits and vegetables 
trade, Automotive and hardware wholesalers recorded the largest 
increases over August 1949 (38% and 27% respectively), while grocery 
wholesalers’ sales were up 21%3 dry goods, 15%; and tobacco and con= 
fectionerv.12%, Sales of clothing wholesalers were 8% above those for 
August 1949, while drugs and footwear wholesalers’ sales increased 4% 
and 3% respectively. 


A decrease of 5% was reported by fruit and vegetable 
dealers, 


Stocks 


Stocks in the hands of wholesalers in the nine trades were 
valued 8% higher at August 31, 1950 than on the corresponding date 
in 1949, and 4% lower than at the end of July 1950, Tobacco and 
confectionery and grocery wholesalers’ inventories registered the 
largest increases at 17% and 15% respectively, while clothing and 
fruit and vegetable wholesalers reported inventories valued 3% and 
4% lower than at August 31, 1949, 


Grocery and Dry Goods Inventories 


Month Index Numbers of Wholesale Inventories Stocks /Sales 
and Year (Average for 1955=1939 = 100) Ratios 
Dry Goods Grocery Grocery 
Wholesalers Wholesalers Wholesalers 
August 1947 155.8 I72ea 1,04 
August 1948 185.6 187.4 092 
August 1949 198.4 185.1 091 
July 1950 23152 214,0 o 91 
August 1950 198.6 210.2 0 84 
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Percentage Changes in Wholesale Trade 
a 
SSS SS Se ee ee —— 
Percentage Change 7 
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INVENTORY 


(Se Ek 


SALES 


Trade and Region July August August Jan,=to= 
1950 _1950 1950 August 1950 August 1950 
July August July dan.-to= August 1949 
1949 1949 1950 August 1949 
Automotive Equipment ....  +24.5 +37.6 | +30 06 +508 12 Oia 
Maritimes and Quebec .,, Aol ge +35.9 427.7 + 6,3 
ES so ah Aa Ae ter +258 +29.3 + 4,9 + 9,0 
Western Provinces 4600. +24,5 +457 +55.1 a) 
Drugs ©2900 000000000000 00 = Oge . + 3.8) “+14,0 TORS “AMOK 
Maritimes ,Que.,and Ont., = 0,6 +72 36 415.9 = O00 
Western Provinces 4.00.6 + 0.6 +96,0 seer) = 0,5 
Clothing 22827029007 LC OCOD 000000 +15,7 + 7. +65.2 i =5ol . Sel 
Quebec ©920000000000000 415.1 +28,7 
Ont.& Western Provinces 414.1 = 4,1 
Footwear ©80C9OXTLFDXD00000000 ae! 354 + ae . PD ios =4,9 + 8.9 
Maritimes and Quebec ... nrg are - 261 
Ont. & Western Provinces = 6.8 * 6,4 
Dry Goods See - Te gS 412.8 +1501) +81,9 @ool 7 ED aoa 
Maritimes and Quebec .,, #13,5 #18,9 +97,3 = 6.5 
Ontario S8CO0OOB0GO0000000 +1555 TO or ¥82.2 me ae 
Western Provinces ..50. * 8.5 ae Hl aI +54,.8 = 0.2 
Fruits and Vegetables... 71.0 = 544 - 6,6 +53 " = 460 08 
Maritimes and Quebec ., + 653 +732 =18,9 *°7 50 
LT ear ae - 5.6 + 654 iB 7 + 7S 
Western Provinces 4.500. + 290 =35,4 $i S + 4,5 
Groceries ©C20OC7OCO0000000 ti ft +2).40 +12 hae e #8 2 +14,8 
Maritimes ©290%000000000 ae (6a, 414,7 410.2 eB) 
RIED OOM ofa w's:6 oth o eff'u's eo 6 417.35 42554 + 944 413,1 
Ontario ©0900800000 0000 t11 61 +24.6 413,35 + 6.5 
RC LEL OS Te yo ate oheiate eck 414.6 +261 413.6 +10.9 
British Columbia 66000 +17,6 +10.6 412.4 + 5.8 
EAT OWO OM re treales chiaidiesiceg? 410.0 1 fi .F27 60 419.7 4268 +7651 cae 
Maritimes 2900000000000 *14,9 #12,4 414,56 O69 
MODOC) Marcas. se sccen ee 423.4 +356 +211 + 344 
Ontario ©2002700200000000 416.4 +2055 nee SS) + 4,7 
Western Provinces .ococ6 + 8,0 +2646 4215 * 1.0 Re Soe ee. 
Tobacco and Confectionery. + 4,0 #11.9 +2507 +347 417.1 
Maritimes and Quebec ... + 4,3 # 5.2 nS OES + 3,8 
Ontario ©809OKO2D00000008 + 307 x 959 412.8 BM 4.0 
Western Provinces o.00. + 4.2  +16.8 +11, 7 + 305 
Wholesale Trade =o , 
Maritimes SG9990000000000 + 6,6 412.4 +10,9 w? 4,0 
Quebec SG°OC0O000 90000000000 414.6 #2156 +1952 + 4.4 
Ontario ©9900270000000000 Br sigh 416,5 415,35 i 4.4 
POS PLAS any oy aie oo ole oleae + 9.5 414.9 4+19,9 + 4,7 
British Columbia  .ooccc +10 ,1 elec. +19,0 eaerwld 
CANDOR? oviscesc sateen. t1O «0 +16,5 +1726 bad Ved + 7.5 


(1) Revised. 


(2) Preliminary. 


NOTE:Figures for Newfoundland are not available, 
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Wholesalers' sales in September 1950 were 6% higher 1n dollar volume 
than in September a year aco but registered 4 drop of 5% from August 1950. Cum- 
ulative sales for the first nine monthe of the current yeer exceeded the dollar 
volume of ths corresponding period of 1949 by 5%. The general unadjusted index 
(on the base, averace for 1935-1939 = 100) stood at 352.1 for September 1950, 
332.2 for Sertember 1949, and 368.9 for August 1950. 


Sales of Quebec wholesalers advenced 12% in September 1950 compared 
with September a year ago, while Ontario and British Columbia wholesalers reg-— 
istered geinse of 8% and 74. Smaller increases of 4% end 1% were recorded by 
wholesalers in the Maritime and Prairie Provinces respectively. 


PERCENTAGE CHANGES IN SALES AND INVENTORIES 
SEPTEMBER 1950 
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Prepared in Merchandising and Servicee Section 


Sales Trends in Individual Trades 


September was the third successive month in which sales increases 
of automotive equipment and hardware wholesalers have exceeded those of all 
other trades, Gains in these trades amounted to 16% and 15% in September, 
considerably above the year-to-date increases of 7% for automotive equip- 
ment and 4% for hardware, 


The dry goods and apparel trades also recorded advances in dollar 
sales over September last year, continuing the trend which has been evident 
for the past three months and reflecting greater activity in the retail 
apparel field, Increases have not been large enough, however, to make up 
for declines in the early part of the year, Percentage changes in sales for 
these trades for September and for January to September (in brackets) com- 
pared with corresponding months last year were as follows: dry goods, % 
(=1%}3 clothing, 8% (-4%); footwear, 4% (-3%). 


Wholesale grocers! sales in September were 4% above September 
last year, while drugs and tobacco and confectionery wholesalers reported 
sales up 2%. 


Fruit and vegetable dealers' sales were 4% lower than in Septem- 
ber 1949, but results were not consistent for varioys regions of the 
country. A decrease of 14% in the Western Provinces more than offset gains 
in the East which amounted to 13% in the Maritimes and Quebec combined and 
9% in Ontario. 


Stocks 


Wholesalers in the nine trades under review reported inventories 
at the end of September 1950 valued 12% in excess of stocks on hand at the 
same date a year ago and 3% higher than at the end of August 1950, As in 
the past two months, tobacco and confectionery and grocery wholesalers* 
stocks showed the greatest increases, September gains being 24% and 20% 
respectively. Increases ranging between 5% and 13% were recorded for other 
trades with the: exception of clothing wholesalers whose stocks were valued 
10% lower at September 30, 1950 than at September 30, 1949, 


Grocery and Dry Goods Inventories 


Month Index Numbers of Wholesale Inventories Stocks/Sales 

and Year f Average for 1985-1959 = 100 Ratiog 
Dry Goods Grocery Grocery, 

Wholesalers Wholesalers Wholesalers 
September 1947 148.1 195.9 289 
September 1948 169.6 219.1 2 88 
September 1949 182.7 210.8 286 
August 1950 198.4 209.8 » 84 
September 1950 194.8 253.6 ° 98 


Year's subscription, $1.00 
Single copies, e10 


Percentage Changes in Wholesale Trad 5 


Percentage Change oa | 


SALES jf 0 0 %2 0 NAPE INVENTORY 
Trade and Region ele Ge oete) cl Wea PP aT 
August September September Jan, - to- 
1950 1950 1950 Sept. 1950 Sept. 1950 
Kugust September “August Tan. = to- Sept. 1949 
1949-1950 Sept, 1949 
Automotive Equipment .o...6 FOG, 68 | +16.2 * 0.5 ae + 4,7 
Maritimes and Quebec ,, +35 .9 #2667 @ 1,0 1869 
RICE Pd OMeEae aaled «6s sce e¢ 0 wh ot FOB eG + 5.0 sats ifs) 
Western Provinces oecec 445.7 +21,.5 eT +250 
DIV OMPal sto ere etic cc ae fe ons i950) ot Le =038.5 (4 + 0,5 +12 62 
Maritimes, Que., and Ont, a Pe) tLOSS 75,5 + 0.7 
Western Provinces ese. # 6,0. + 4,5 -15,0 ey 
CPOcHANP Ne. ay oa Bs sie es ocle tS, 00 PENG, oO +16,0 ak Pad = 9,7 
Quebec @62000O 0800000080 +28,7 + Zee 
Ont.& Western Provinces, = 8,8 +1268 
Rooiwos Pail. f6 bot ss cea es res6h i+. 45475 01141860 - 3,3 "| + 8,6 
Maritimes and Quebec ., =25) irra f 
Ont, & Western Provinces + 6,4 = 2.2 
DrvaGoon ser bee, ecole Ce cs 6 415.4 +8.9  +19,8 Se teh + 660m 
Maritimes and Quebec ..,. +18,8 AG, o +30,8 - 3,4 
CUAL Ovetete ire ase cae ee ee LOC Tar etl? .O 416.3 + 0.6 
Western Provinces .eces Bl 7 oe it, + 6,1 = 0,1 
Meulossanim) otecapled?s..as For SkoeoD Te a ee is oe +455 +13, 
Maritimes and Quebec .., ap Sats) te D -18.,9 ae AS 
Sid We ke SSS ie ee eer + 5.6 te750 =e Ge 7 + 7,4 
Western Provinces .eecc @-15,4 =14,3 = 7,4 telac 
Grose riauue geet ee eliee + 4,4 =I2cleme t)  *757 1 i tcOc cae 
MA CTNOGE tee he tse cc cas #14,.3 + .5,2 =11,4 Gta 
MUSDSD Tastee ees a: cis cts vce +2344 + 9,4 = 2.8 +126 
Ontario Ce Oe ee ee eee) 423.6 + ph @15,4 + 5,8 
EYAUCUGeitrgy s fee doe oe tee 426,45 + 4,4 =13,2 +10.0 
British Columbia ..eeccoc +10.6 T7640 = 7,7 a? Ais! 
Berdwaye Seer dea. cs os ces 427.0) (14,5 = 1.6 + 4,1 #5995 
Maritimes @SO9SCHF HOH HBZR® 422.4 +13,6 #11,5 + 5.9 
Quebec @002920078980800000800 435.6 +20,2 + Iel + 567 
Ontario COCSL OE LED GEL ORD #20,9 eLB el 428.49 + 6.4 
Western Provinces .Jocco +266 aw SY =12,5 a A/(0) 
Yobacco and Confectionery. TPL .OR B17 = 7,8 + 3,4 +23,5 
Maritimes and Quebec oo. + Bee ee Og) +559 + 3,4 
Ontario ©9@0099R9 090809002859 + 964 + 4.9 os? Sel + 4,0 
+16,6 @ 0,6 =14,1 + 2,8 


Western Provinces .eceos 
SS Ee SEE nee De = LA LE LL I EES A ICA LE POO SA A SP EE OO re 
Wholesale Trade = 


MATUDEMOSY Poe. seo o's oe oe’ Lede et C7 = 3,0 + 4,0 
MMODOCMMLh edo. ie ek 68 6 és 22leem Ctl 6 + 7,5 + 523d 
Ontario e9eeodogn00e00280860008 a bias) + THE — 1.4 + 4.7 
Prairies @e2e20000029070988 +1 5,6 a OS = 9.4 + 4.2 
Bracien-Columbsa, .cces +16,0 ae {A H6 14.7 pes 4,0 
CANADA @eeoe0700022828800 +1655 + 6,0 ae 4,6 fu 4.6 ll et 
(1) Revised. (2) Preliminary. NOTE, Figures for Newfoundland are not available 
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WHOLESALE TRADE 


NOVEMBER_1950 


The dollar volume of wholesale sales in November 1950 was 7% higher than 
in November of the previous year but declined seasonally from October by 4%. These 
figures are based on returns eubmitted by some four hundred firma representing 
nine lines of trade. Cumulative sales for the eleven months of 1950 were 5% in 
excess of the volume in the corresponding eleven months of 1 - The general unad~ 
jJusted index (on the base, average for 1935-1939=100) stood at 326.9 for November 
1950, 306.7 for November 1949, and 339.4 for October 1950. 


The largest provincial percentage gain over November 1949 was recorded 
in British Columbie where sales rose 11%. Increases ranging between 5% and &% were 
recorded for the other regions of the country. 


PERCENTAGE CHANGES IN SALES AND INVENTORIES 
NOVEMBER 1950 


Prepared in Merchandising and Servicee Section 


Sales Trends in Individual Trades 


The three trades which have shown the greatest advances during the 
past few months continued to lead in November, Hardware and dry goods whole- 
salers! sales were 14% above November 1949, while wholesalers of automotive 
equipment rallied from the small gain of 5% in October to record dollar sales 
in November up 13%, Increases in the other trades were as follows: drugs ,8%3 
footwear and clothing, 6%; groceries and fruits and vegetables, 3%. A decline 
of less than 1% was recorded by tobacco and confectionery wholesalers, 


Stocks 


The margin of increase in value of stocks in the hands of wholesalers 
continued to rise in November, inventory at the end of that month being valued 
14% higher than at the same date of the previous year as compared with increases 
of 12%, 11%, and 7% for the three preceding months, 


Wholesalers of groceries, tobacco and confectionery, hardware, drugs, 
and footwear reported stocks on hand at a value between 14% and 18% higher than 
at November 30, 1949, Automotive equipment and dry goods wholesalers! inven- 
tories rose 9% and 2% respectively, while fruit and vegetable and clothing 
wholesalers recorded stocks 1% and 2% respectively below the November 1949 
levels. 


Grocery and Dry Goods Inventories 


Month Index Numbers of Wholesale Inventories Stocks /Sales 
and Year (Average for 1935-1939 = 100) Ratios 
Dry Goods Grocery Grocery 
Wholesalers Wholesalers Wholesalers 
November 1947 151.4 228,90 els 
November 1948 WoGrec 261.9 hesrer2 
November 1949 183.7 225 54 1,035 
October 1950 213,1 244.4 1.15 
November 1950 186,6 20566 heya) 
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Percentage Changes in Wholesale Trade 
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Percentage Change 


SALES INVENT ORY 
Trade and Region November (1 Jan. = to 
1950 © November 1950 November 1950 
November Jan, = to November 
| ie 1949 November 1949 
Automotive Equipment ...ovecce +13,1 + 7.5 +2 9,0 
Maritimes and Quebec ooecee + 6.7 sh eg! 
Ontario ©22700929COGBXOH00 000000 +15,2 + 944 
Western Provinces .ecoosece Tie + 5,3 
Drugs ©00000000 000080000 00008 Pee) oles : +156 
Maritimes, Quebec,, and Ont, + 8,4 ca dest 
Western Provinces ..oeccccoe PE te aD 
Clothing ©6002 0707OQO20000000000 Oe = 0.5 oi Le 
Quebec COLCCOROLO ODE DOO0O%COS09 -10,8 
Ont,.& Western Provinces ooo. +19,4 
OCW Gk PRPS ee Rens a ee aie oles 5 6 0 reo 5 = 0. 714, 
Maritimes and Quebec oocooecc = 3,5 
Ont. & Western Provinces 4.6 +16.6 
Ava OG. S MEN ei wis ss s's ae oc 6 a eekls #167 + 2,0 + 1.6 
Maritimes and Quebec ...cccc +17 4 + 0.4 
Ontario ©OF7ODOOGKCRBK9FO8000000 i 8.2 + 5,5 
Western Provinces oesscccce +165 | toe - 
Fruits and Vegetables .eocoos ae + 3,4 =U et, 
Maritimes and Quebec .oo000 + 4,4 + 6,0 
Ontario CH9TOHLCAKHOXDOLOA2D2GR00 = 1.5 + 5.0 
MOsterm Provinces “$5 sees ee + 5.8 + 240 
Sig leh paki) ge Oe ne ee te oa. +K6RS +18,0 
Maritimes ©20F0X200000000000 + 6.2 + 4,9 
RUia DS OMe Siete 0's cc +.615 6 4.9.0 «0.0 = Sel +1061 
Ontario CGOS9S9KOHHHFHOKHOOHO00900 000 a! 150 + 502 
ELAR IGLO Sat tiatersle’s steals otc ose oo 6 + 5,4 el 
BritishyGolumbial” <¢ss'sds 0% ¢ + 7.0 — + 5.8 
Hardware ©890280000000000000000 +1452 + 6.7 +16,9 
Maritimes ©2000022070990800000 +20.8 + 729 
Quebec COK9X27F7OO02F0K9K0X220000000 +16,4 8.5 
BIA I ONMES a ors oh.6 tue viele hie de ae © +19,4 + 9,4 
Western Provinces .ecccccec tue + 4,2 oa 
Tobacco and Confectionery .oo = 0.4 +i2e9 +1657 
Maritimes and Quebec seooce - 1.7 540 
Ontario COFFS LXHOCOOTXO00800000 oe 3,8 ns 4,0 
=» 3,4 * 136 


Western Provinces cececcesceo ° 
Wholesale Trade = 
Maritimes Cre ee ee ee ee) 


+ 7,8 + 4,1 
Quebec ©OG@TPSCHXLFHSOOXO FOF A2B0R8 0080 if 508 Ms 569 
OCA EOI G.S 6 sia's bide’ 6 5 5 cin ety 72655 + 5.2 
YAY 206 MP es «Oe st pels te te oy + 5.0 760 
Bratish Columbia Wise sesecvec 410.9 + 5.2 
Sh SRST 
CANADA OC9PHCKTFTOLCAFAOLOOO LOSER C OS oF 6.6 “s 5el 415.5 


OS RES Se te a a ee ee a 
(1) Preliminary. NOTE: Figures for Newfoundland are not available. 
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WHOLESALE TRADE 
DECEMBER, 1950 


Wholesale sales in December 1950 for the nine trades covered by this 
survey advanced 8% in dollar volume from December 1949 but were 14% lower than 
in November 1950. Sales in the twelve months of 1950 were 5% in excess of the 
1949 yolume. The general unadjusted index (on the base,: averace for 1935-1939 
=100) stood at 282.7 for December 1950, 261.5 for December 1949, and 326.9 for 
November 1950. 


Provincial gains in December varied from 3% for the Maritime Provinces 
to 12% for British Columbia. Increases for the year 1950 over 199 were closely 
grouped around the Canada average of 5%. gales in the Maritime Provinces in the 
twelve months of 1950 were 4% above those for 1949; 41n Ontario and the Prairies, 
the increese was 5%, while Quebec and British Columbia salee were up 6%. 


INDEXES OF SALES AND INVENTORIES 


OF DRY GOODS AND GROCERY WHOLESALERS 
(1935—1939=100) 


S/ 


INVENTORY 


= 
GROCERY WHOLESALERS 


ais 


1939 40 ‘41 42 43 44 ‘45 46 47 
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Sales Trends in Individual Trades 


Hardware and automotive equipment wholesalers led the individual 
trades in percentage gains with increases of 23% and 15% respectively over 
December of the previous year, Sales of footwear and grocery wholesalers 
were 11% and 8% respectively higher than in December 1949, The increase 
recorded by dry goods wholesalers (6%) was somewhat smaller than in several 
preceding months, No change in dollar sales of fruit and vegetable dealers 
was recorded between December 1949 and 1950, while declines of 1% and 4% 
occurred in sales of clothing and of tobacco and confectionery wholesalers. 


Hardware and automotive wholesalers’ sales during the year 1950 
were 8% in excess of the 1949 volume, while a gain of 7% was recorded by 
grocery wholesalers, Footwear and clothing wholesalers reported no change 
in dollar volume of sales between the two years, while gains of 2% and 3% 
were registered in the other four lines of trade, 


Stocks 


Year-end stocks in the hands of wholesalers in the nine trades 
under review were valued 16% higher than stocks at the end of 1949, the 
December increase being the highest month-end increase in value of inven= 
tories of any month during 1950. Wholesalers of tobacco and confectionery 
and of hardware recorded the greatest gains among the nine trades at 29% 
and 20% respectively. Increases of 18% were reported by both footwear and 
grocery wholesalerss dry goods, automotive equipment, and drug wholesalers’? 
stocks were up 11%,10%, and 9% respectively over December 31, 1949 and a gain of 
1% was reported by clothing wholesalers, Fruit and vegetable dealers! 
stocks at December 31, 1950 were valued 5% lower than at the corresponding 
date in 1949, 


Grocery and Dry Goods Wholesalers’ Inventories: 


Month Index Numbers of Wholesale Inventories Stocks Sales 
and Year (Average for 1935-1939 = 100) Ratios 
Dry Goods Grocery Grocery 
Wholesalers Wholesalers Wholesalers 
December 1947 150.9 2coel ics 
December 1948 162.8 Deo el 1,435 
December 1949 170.8 186.3 1,24 
November 1950 186.6 263.2 1,20 
December 1950 LOSS 220.6 1,335 
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Percentage Changes in Wholesale Trade (1) 
See ee et es See ns a aes 


(Preliminary ) 


Trade and Region 


December 1950 
December 1949 


Automotive Equipment +15.,0 + 8,0 +10.3 
Maritimes and Quebec . .. ~ +28.,5 paerlos7 
Ontario. ® e ° e e ° e +21,0 410,35 
Western Provinces . . . - + 559 + 5,3 
UMM re mes kp om of oe -rep ek of ter ih Sed + 2.2 + 8.6 
Maritimes, Quebec and Ont, . (x) + 2.4 
Western Provinces . . .« .« + 6,8 elie 9 
Clothing ° ° e ° ° e e ° = 0.5 — Oneal + 1.9 
Quebec ° ONE = Be ° ° r) ® e ss! 8,0 
Ont.& Western Provinces . , asec 4 
Footwear , ° e @ © ° ) cy +109 + 0,4 1769 
Maritimes amd Quebec . . . +38,1 “ 
Ont. & Western Provinces , , =10,.6 
Dru Clss ater ghee ga. Me oe i ot 68 eae = Be ys 
Maritimes and Quebec ., . +1757 we RPT, 
Cnearige | Ges) eee: 4 = 4,5 ce 6) 
Western Provinces ., . .6« - +06)e1 + 2,9 
Fruits and Vegetables . . .» + Ool + 3,2 « 4,8 
Maritimes and Quebec . 2. .¢ ae Lely pe *-6,0 
Ontario, 9° © 0} ° ® ) e st 0.9 + 520 
Western Provinces .,. . .«» e 3.9 + 1,6 
UV OCRrERS,. | i eels «et ltl CU UT Sl +770 418,4 
Maritimes 5 Made Dibble ar - 3,3 + 4,3 
SSIES Se 70 hy fig Py Pe AR ae ae + Too + 9,4 
ORCS enh Gade dl «ote o— Le. 46 tel ate Og 
Lit RECENCY O ea a a +12 oo + 9,0 
British Columbia. ° ° ° ) +20,2 ne 607 
BATONS SOE r pete, 6. 0h nou enue) 182502 ae 9 420.2 
Maca CMOGl ee ©, B's i. “ig Sen’. +28.,0 + 9.2 
DUGDEC latent. 8g ew, we Yt +30 .2 cage ry 
Ontario, ® e ee" te ° ® +24,1 +106 
Western Provinces . . eo o +18,8 + 5.1 
Tobacco and Confectionery . . = 4,0 Se aie O 4+28,8 
Maritimes and Quebec. . « - 3,2 + 2.4 
PDEATi Oost aaeh «co! te MCP Ys - 3,2 + 3,4 
Western Provinces . . 6 e = 541 + 1,0 
WHOLESALE TRADE(!), 5 . , » + 8.1 + 5.3 +16 94 
Marit isears Oil sim oe ce +.3,2 + 4,0 
Quebec ° ® ° ° ° ° © ° +10,4 + 6,3 
Ontario, © ® r) ® ° ° e +°6.9 + 5.4 
Prairies ° ° ® r) ° e r) faa ins 6) + 4,5 
British Columbia, |% |. 4 e » 412.4 + 5,8 


(1) Composite of Nine Trades. NOTE: Figures for Newfoundland are not 
(x) Not available. available, 
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WHOLESALE TRADE 


JANUARY 195] 


danuary sales of wholesalers, in the nine lines of trade 
covered by this survey, advanced 32% over January 1950, to record the 
highest dollar volume ever attained in that month, Compared with Dec= 
ember 1950, January 1951 sales were up 9%, The general unadjusted in- 
dex (on the base, average for 1935-1939 = 100) stood at 306.7 for Jan= 
uary 1951, 252.0 for January 1950, and 282.4 for December 1950, 


PERCENTAGE CHANGES IN SALES AND INVENTORIES 
JANUARY 1951 
KIND oF 


BUSINESS COMPARED WITH PREVIOUS MONTH GOMPARED WITH SAME MONTH AYEAR AGO 
~30% -20% -10% 0 +10% +20% +30% ) 

WHOLESALE 

TRADE 


AUTO PARTS& a WeeIre 
EQUIDMENT bint] 

MM! sALES 
DRUGS [J INVENTORIES 


CLOTHING 


FOOTWEAR 


DRY GOODS 


FRUITS AND 
VEGETABLES 


GROCERIES 


HARDWARE 


TOBACCO ano 
CONFECTIONERY, , 


Prepared in Merchandising and Services Section 


Increases were fairly uniform in the various regions of the 
country. Wholesalers in the Maritime Provinces recorded an increase 
of 25% over January 1950, while gains in the other provinces ranged 
between 30% and 34%, 


Sales Trends in Individual Trades 


ms ey en 


lajor increases were oe in most of the individual 
kinds of business, ee gains ere pee by automotive 
parts, accessories, nd equipment ae at 65%, and by hardware 
wholesalers at 61%, ae zoods wholesalers’ sales were up 38% and clo= 
thing, 34%. Ineurt ied ant coverage prevented the publication of fig- 
ures for footwear wholesalers, : 


Grocery, tobacco and chia ee es drug wholesalers re- 
5 . 7 
ported increases of 27%, 25%, nd 1 21 respectively over January 1950, 


a 


while a gain of 7% was recorde by fruit and vegetable wholesalers, 


Inventories 


Inventories of whclesalers in the nine trades surveyed were 
valued 22% higher at January 31, 1951 than at the corresponding date 
iM) 950%, Greatest increases over a year ago in value of stocks on 
hand were reported oe tobacco and confectionery, clothing,and grocery 
wholesalers at 42%, 41%, and 35% respectively, The bina: trades re- 
ported stocks at January 31, 1951 valued between 12% and 20% higher 
than at the end of January last year. 


Grocery and Dry Goods Wholesalers! Inventories 


Month index Numbers of Wholesale sok GEN ue Stocks/Sales 
and Year (Average for 1935-1939 = 100) Ratios 
Dry Goods Grocery Grocery 
Wholesalers Wholesalers Wholesalers 
January 1948 164.8 CLeeo 1,46 
January 1949 L706 6 CeOet 1.46 
January 1950 _ 200.7 185,8 eed 
December 1950 1895.9 Caves 1,93 
January 1951 2o1e0 251.4 1,10 
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Percentage Changes in Wholesale Trade (2) 2 
: (Preliminary ) 
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SALES INVENTORY 
Trade and Region a Rit se, Seance eearaiade ie at aE Bt, soe 
January 1951 dannary 195] 
January 1950 January 1950 
WHOLESALE TRapE(!) canapaA . +3242 22.2 
Wericimeses fees ss. + 24.5 ie 
SuOUsRegd we a tai Ger co Re, ve ay a) 
rivaei Gee te) Fe tg hg oe ae he + 33.8 
Heel ee Meta oe fy Wb wires 39 1H oe PesOnT 
Gri teneCOLUMDIg. ies 5 -«. «  < TROo ae 
Auto Parts and Equipment(2) . . , +64,8 417,35 
~ Maritimes and Quehec. . . « ¢ +1022 
OOCOrL Ges el re te 1'%s) ot et Me Mg + 54,4 
Nesverlerrovisices, |<) et on «© ols Ge He 
euceters iiss st emits) ste sR #2059 tla. 7 
Maritimes, Quebec and Ontario, 4. + 20.9 
MesLOrn Provinces. Is) reut ee Ge ioe FLU. 0 
BPOP HIME sso) 6: te) 0) Se os 6 ate +55 ,8 +40,9 
Quebec ° ® 6 ® Cc) @ r) @ ° 1% 4,7 
Ontario and Western Provinces. , +°62,6 
PCO MOR Mem hel. ch le Kel 0 ¢ » Je x) ey) 
Maritimes and Quebec. 4. 4. © 6 (x) 
Ontario and Western Provinces. 4, + 42.7 
Dry Goods ® co) @ @ ry cy ro) ° © £6 Te 1. Ba Sg | 
Maritimes and Quebec. .,. «6 .e« e Feet Oto) 
Ontario ° ° 6 ) ry ° ro) ® ® + 53,3 
mesvern Frovwintes, | 6) "es. s» 6 ls + 33,0 
Preuss and Vogetables! . pc. ¢..« + 7.9 +1407 
Maritimes and Quebec. . «.« o e Bot 
Ontario e r) ® © rc) ° 2) rc} ° * 7.0 
Western Provinces, .. .§ os e te 8.0 
eC Oreos ae lal ove wle | afl Gen dma ls tei ee +35,5 
Maritimes e o ° © © ® @ ° ca 15.4 
MREDOCH os 4p os ihe a sos One ee + 29,4 
Ontario ° ® ° ® ® e r) e ° + 34.8 
Pee LoS cael tet e fj} oe) net. 6) we ure saa 8) 
BrumsheCGo bumbalare (6! oO) oa \'e mee if eeee 
Pe GOwNtO Le ga mel we fe”). biel «re we +61.2 a0. 9 
EGS Ree ke tory On A al | A ts aa re + 60,7 
Quebec ° ° ® ° e © © e e F55e9 
Ontario e ° ° ¢ @ ® ° ® ° + 59.6 
Mesuern Provincees? Jie fie 's + 6562 
Tobacco and Confectionery. .« o e 425.1 +41,.9 
Maritimes and Quebec, » .» .e« 6 + 21,5 
scale sw ie 9 EM Me | ols oe + 28.7 
Nesuerne Provinces, @ s Bosae o ice ls + 28,4 
(1) Composite of Nine Trades, (x) Not available, 


(2) Designation of this group has been changed from "Automotive Equipment" but the content 


is the same, 
NOTE: Figures for Newfoundland are not available. 
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WHOLESALE TRADE 


FEBRUARY |95| 


Goods moved briskly from wholesale to retail outlets in 
February. wholesale sales, in nine lines of trade, were 24% higher 
than in February 1950. The Vebruary index of dollar sales was 308.1 
(on the base, average for 1955-1939 = 100), as compared with indexes 
of 244.8 for Tlebruary 1950 and 308.6 for January 1951. 


INDEXES OF SALES AND INVENTORIES 
OF DRY GOODS AND GROCERY WHOLESALERS 
(1935 —1939=100) 


400 


| 
DRY GOODS WHOLESALERS 


= 


SALES-ANNUAL AVERAGES | 


at Fag 


| GROCERY WHOLESALERS 


The increase in dollar sales is not a measure of the increase in 
quantity of goods sold, since no allowance has been made for the effect of 
increases in wholesale prices. 


Notwithstanding the rapid disposal of merchandise at the wholesale 
level in February, inventories were maintained at a high mark. The general 
increase in stocks of merchandise for the nine trades was 20%, comparing the 
dollar value of stocks held on February 28 this year with those held on the 
same date in 1950. 


Automotive and hardware wholesalers reported sales increases over 
February 1950 in the vicinity of 50%. At the same time, month-end inven- 
tories were 20% greater than in February a year ago. 


Wholesalers of tobacco and confectionery; and of fruits and 
vegetables had comparatively moderate sales gains. Tobacco wholesalers' 
sales increased only 8%, but their inventory holdings were up 35% in value 
compared with a year earlier, Fruit and vegetable wholesalers, their sales 
governed more strictly by the availability of merchandise, obtained only a 
4% gain in sales in February. Stocks of fruit and vegetable wholesalers 
were down 2% at the end of February this year compared with last. 


Grocery and Dry Goods Wholesalers' Inventories 


Month Index Numbers of Wholesale Inventories Stocks/Sales 
and Year (Average for 1935-1939 = 100) Ratios _ 
Dry Goods Grocery Grocery 
Wholesalers Wholesalers Wholesalers 

February 1948 175.9 203 02 1.55 
February 1949 mae 215.4 1.53 
February 1950 250.7 190.8 . bale 
January 1951 251 22 2435 2 1.10 
February 1951 aaa BOO ee 1.26 
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Percentage Changes in Wholesale Trade (1) 


(Preliminary) 


SALES 


February 1951 | 
February 1950 


INVENTORY 


Trade and Region 


February 1951 
February 1950 


Jan.-Feb. 1950 
Jan-Feb. 1951 


WHOLESALE TRADE(1), CANADA ...... a) WEBER + 28.3 + 20.4 
Maritimes @eetp7d oe eves FS @G@eCeseGOeaegeoee + BL ae) + PAG) p28 
Quebec e@ooeo eee eeoesese*weooesae 8 Geoeesee OF PAS Goal te OUled 
CUM Ommepetels wtetelarsrcrs cvclsie sce eo Ay Oi + 23.6 ar sig 
Prairies e@oeeeecoesovne ese e eee vneevesoe + dks} Ab + 24,8 
PUD PeimeoOLUMO TAT hs 5 ces tes 6 see 6 ap Loyal +' $4.1 

Auto Parts and Equipment(2) ...... + 47.2 + 55.4 — + 19.8 
Maritimes and Quebec .......cc0. TOU sf +76 
Ontario eee OO0O0P G©@OGH SGP CH HH PHBE cp Ceo ysal kt + 47.6 
WESGOLN ME rOVAIICCSmeleletsts oleretete shetare + 49.9 ta DOree) 

brugs eeooneseeooeoeoeeoeve oes oes Ge 0 2 8 66 + PEND) +e 2187 f digej5ak 
Maritimes, Quebec and Ontario .. sm alte) ANS) + 20.4 
MOSUCrM—prTrOV LIN COS mes cee 6 ee se ee ee ree Ole ar PAB pd, 

Clothing ®@®eoeeeooe ee G68 FFG TSH OG ® ®@ ar Pl ps te 28.7 + 10.9 
Quebec eoeooeeoe3ee*eeseseeeseesaeeeteeeeoeeeeepqeoeee ar Jef) Ais} 
Ontario and Western Provinces .. + 24.4 

Footwear eeoee ee eeoeeveeeeveeeeteaeeeeve Gee ay eB ehs ae Ba nls ct 6.2 
Maritimes and Quebec ....ccccess +61 6 
Ontario and Wiestern Provinces .. aay er 

bry Goods eee oteoeoeseeeeeeeeeeveeee 8 &@ e + 62.4 ae Oise + 10.9 
Maritimes and Quebec ..........- : + 33.8 Ft oe, 
Ontario eooo?@ e222 @@GFHoeoedsegeeeve eee te OO gn) + $93.5 
Western Provinces @eeve20000e 0200084 + O7 4 Gr AOGf/ 

Fruits and Vegetables ...e.ccesece + 4.3 +i Oeg ee are 
Maritimes and Quebec ....cceecce + 11.2 + 9.4 
Ontario Ceeevaeoseoes oes easeeoeoes ee 8 8&0 6 + 11.2 st 9.3 
Western Provinces @eocovoeeovee09700808 -—% 50 st 0.9 

Groceries @eeeeoeve2eevpeae 2 Fee? eeoeeeeve sd @ + 18.3 ap peel ne ete 


NELGAG IMG Smmeretdterstelelecerere eee crete eee 6 \e + ap dils}5ts} 

PLOWS Cir Nerelctslels/eis'e watele « 6110 ¢ 010 68.6 + + ol 37 

Di Or a OmMerctonete.s iets 4 sia 6 sake e aveve. sce vesé + 18.0 + 26 4 

EEC C Saetetetersteheierersterete tele eke. ker erene + + 24.2 
+ + 


isd SUmCOLUMD LE Gly sis is ee sis oie sie ore 19.8 22el 
BVECULWET OW siels «cls oes 6 s.ciais 6 ose 0 ¢ 6 6/60 + 50.9 oe laeirya + 19.7 
MEI CAG is ws sie eee 019 06 6 ces 4 60 0.66 + 52.9 + 56.95 
RO DG Caleters piclelcis| sais eieit.c © ie gi s's ee sie @ + 53.5 Fa Oeo 
PLLC AI Ost cis sie clota vice 66 bn 6 ots o's cle 0 +7 5061 + 55.6 
WEStEIN® PrOVINCES \ ick sve ee cs se + 50,0 + 57.2 
Tobacco and Confectionery ...eese. + 7.8 + 16.5 + 34.8 
Maritimes and Quebec ....sccceee = Oo + 10.2 
CCU Olv cre cle sie 6 4 trolsrbis 6 5 sca 0.6 008 o co, ERs) +e Lo .s 
Western Provinces ...cccocssocsc Jo 3G + 15.9 


(1) Composite of Nine Trades. (2) Designation of this group has been changed from 
"Automotive Equipment" but the content is the same. 
NOTE: Figures for Newfoundland are not available. 
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WHOLESALE TRADE 


MARCH 195] 


Wholesale sales in March 195] were 14% higher than in the 
same month of 1950, based on the results for nine lines of trade. 
This increase was more moderate than those reported for the first 
two months of the year. In the first quarter, sales this year were 
25% ahead of 1950 volume for the same three months, 


PERCENTAGE CHANGES IN SALES AND INVENTORIES 


MARCH 195] 
pecimce COMPARED WITH PREVIOUS MONTH COMPARED WITH SAME MONTH AYEAR AGO 
-30% -20% -10% ie) +10% +20% +30% ie) +10% +20% +30%+40% +50% +60% 
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FRUITS AND 
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GROCERIES 


HARDWARE 


TOBACCO anpb 
CONFECTIONERY 


Prepared in Merchandising and Services Section 


The March index of dollar sales was 5334.5 (on the base, average 
for 1955-1939=100), as compared with indexes of 293.4 for March 1950 and 
503.1 for February 1951. 


Results quoted throughout this report are based on dollar sales 
and have not been adjusted for changes in wholesale prices. 


Inventories of merchandise for the nine trades were 21% higher on 
March $1 this year compared with the same date in 1950. 


The largest sales increases were those for hardware (31%) and auto- 
motive wholesalers (30%). Inventory gains for these two trades were 18% and 
31% respectively. Among the more prominent sales increases were those for 
footwear, dry goods and clothing wholesalers, all of which had increases in 
excess of the average. 


Tobacco wholesalers reported the value of their inventories to be 
41% greater on March 31 this year than on the same date in 1950, although 
having only a 2% sales increase in March. 


Grocery and Dry Goods Wholesalers’ Inventories 


Month index Numbers of Wholesale Inventories Stocks/Sales 
and Year (Average for 1935-1939 = 100) Ratios 
Dry Goods Grocery Grocery 
Wholesalers Vholesalers Wholesalers 
March 1948 183.5 212.3 Pr 25 
March 1949 : 226 0 PE eS . 1.26 
March 1950 259 62 221.5 1.09 
February 1951 255.8 253.0 1.26 
March 1951 269 6 289.1 1.26 


Year's subscription, $1.00 
Single copies, ~10 


Percentage Changes in Wholesale Trade (1) 


(Preliminary) 


Trade and Region 


March 1951 Jan,-March 1951 | March 31, 
March 1950 Jan."March 1950 | March 31, 
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RC eEta TOME ores couaie wocletece aleve Qtéikls 6 <6 el ES PR) + 25.8 
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BEPC Us Or COLUMDI A sis sas oa esle bose cae ttaynat tes a 
Auto Parts and Mquipment(2) ...... + 29.6 + 46.4 + 31.4 
Maritimes and Quebec ....cccecece 1 SYeinal ot 6930 
RODE OO Beet etalle nla ey icc's'¢ oe 8 ¢ $4 uo 6 ste ete 8) +500 sift 
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Ontario and Western Provinces .. tog 
ROUGH Ms Waves a 5 ece-s a eds ess ateees 2122 HO er HiLee? 
Maritimes and Quebec ....... HORS ar fathcy + 34.3 
Ie OMe gis eislale-¢.e ¢ 2.6.4 sjeie ofp, = #6 ¢ 0 ee eens an rashes. 
Western Provinces ....... sepa ee ee eh, ap yaadl oss 
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Maritimes and Quebec ...eesecace <eeene ee + 726 
DB VET LOunaiest sts 6 ¢ e's «viele sa) bem Geb 6 an Lets) ape) dl 
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PPPOCETI OS 8. its tb cles saiche « se tO Sy oe Yes) ecg + 3509 
Pitt LING sie, SMe le o's oie s sie b.e 6 vee bie + 1.4 PLO 
ULC UE CE so alesis etre islets o> eb os 65 eo 8% + 2.4 + 14.0 
TUE IN) Broire a4 eiklesigl ee bois eles 4.9 0» os fae Sek) ELE 
Ee Tee se ee Se ata! oa “g'v Gre oka sate el shel eco ome ae lait ae AHS SS) 
rere OL UTE: a. )cks sie os.se 5 4 oo 4 Ca ae, + 22.4 
STOWETO. ccs. oe erate irae eters c pe st Lael Os: + 45.2 + 1843 
CELL INC UMe tele olay 4 4,614 ¢.¢ vice 610 09.00% SP eG, + 40.5 
MG OGarterters s elets use o's ela srnte cles 3s o:6 PaO’ git, + 55.35 
DU LELLOM ss wtb pitas tate aten ieee ale 6 + 43,2 + 49.5 
WESGOLTNEPTOVINGCEE leces se cle sso 0 + 14.2 + 38.8 
Tobacco and Confectionery .o.s.eee + ol +1039 + 4lel 
Maritimes and Quebec ..ceccsecos a tes) ste 
IMO GOO Bigs suas s 6 also, Gal ele cleiets 0 «'a's LO. + 1646 
Western) Provinces. sc. sgs.6 sees se Big ls 6 tan die dk 


(1) Composite of Nine Trades. (2) Designation of this group has been changed from 


"Automotive Equipment" but the content is the same. 
NOTE: Figures for Newfoundland are not available. 
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WHOLESALE TRADE 


APRIL, I95I 


Dollar volume of wholesale sales in April 1951 was 23% 
higher than in April 1950 and 2% above March 195] sales. Figures 
contained in this report are based on returns submitted by some 
400 wholesalers representing nine lines of trade. No ad justment 
is made for changes in wholesale prices, The April gain was 
consistent with that for the first four months of the year, the 
cumulative sales for the period from January to April being 23% in 
excess of those for the corresponding period of 1950. 


INDEXES OF SALES AND INVENTORIES 
OF DRY GOODS AND GROCERY WHOLESALERS 
(1935 —1939==1 00) 


f) 
193940 42 ‘44 


The general unadjusted index (on the base, average for 1935-1939 = 
100) was 340.9 for April 1951,- as compared with 278.3 for April 1950 and 
555.6 for March 1951. 


The value of inventories in the nine trades was also 23% higher at 
April 30, 1951 than at the same date a year ago. 


Automotive parts and accessories and hardware dealers held the lead 
among the nine trades in rate of increase over 1950 in April as well as in 
the year-to-date comparison. Automotive dealers! sales in April were 54% 
above April a year ago, while hardware wholesalers! sales rose 42%. Stocks 
on hand at the end of April were up 33% in the automotive trade and 24% in 
the wholesale hardware trade. 


Increases in sales of 26% and 25% over April 1950 were recorded by 
tobacco and confectionery wholesalers and by dry goods wholesalers, while 
inventories in these trades rose 12% and 20% respectively in value. 


Fruit and vegetable wholesalers' sales were 2% lower in April this 
year than in April a year ago, with stocks on hand at April 30 valued 6% 
higher. 


Grocery and Dry Goods Wholesalers’ Inventories 


Month Index Numbers of Wholesale Tuventories Stocks/Sales 
and Year (Average for 1935-1939 = 100) Ratios 
Dry Goods Grocery Grocery 
Wholesalers Wholesalers Wholesalers 
‘April 1948 181.1 205 .6 | 1.09 
April 1949 ala bale? 218.8 Te ay 
April 1950 220.8 220 6 LAs) 
March 1951 Ole 288 62 IL As 
April 1951 264.1 eh3) |S) 1.33 


Year's subscription, $1.00 
Single copies; LO 


Percentage Changes in liholesale Trade (1) 
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(Preliminary ) 


SALES INVENTORY 


Trade and Region pri 1951 Jan.-April 1951 April 30, 1951 
April 1950 Jan.~April 1950 April 30, 1950 
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EU ITUS Mate s sels Cele o 4 5.66 oo cb «ie 5 0 we tsi + 19.8 + 10.4 
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rt Wee SNe C2 6FED LES ils eas wees € 3 eee giles ¢ + ee Og 
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eC Msistac i selves ss eas 64 ot 96's + 44.3 a Sie 
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Tobacco and Confectionery ........ +20 4G + 14.9 + 12.2 
Maritimes and Quebec .ecccccccee + 17.8 ay Rees) 
iL Gale MO Minato she tics, cue t Aisles ois 3. 0i6.0.0 + 28.7 + 19.7 
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(1) Composite of Nine Trades. (2) Designation of this group has been changed from 
"Automotive Equipment" but the content is the same. 
NOTE: Figures for Newfoundland are not available. 
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WHOLESALE TRADE 


JUNE, 1951 


Sales of wholesalers in June 1951 exceeded the June, 1950 
volume by 5% but were 5% below sales in May 1951. These figures are 
based on statements submitted by some 400 firms representing nine 
lines of trade. The June increase over a year ago was considerably 
lower than that of 17% registered for the first six months of 1951 
over the corresponding period of 1950. The general unadjusted index 
(on the base, average for 1935-1939 = 100) stood at 343.0 for June 
1951, 326.4 for June 1950, and 361.7 for May 1951. 


Stocks in the hands of wholesalers at the end of June 1951 
were valued 24% higher than at June 30, 1950. 


INDEXES OF SALES AND INVENTORIES 
OF DRY GOODS AND GROCERY WHOLESALERS 
(1935 —1939=1 00) 


DRY GOODS WHOLESALERS 


A 


r) 
193040 42 ‘44 ‘46 ‘48 
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Increases in sales for various regions of the country varied only 
slightly from the Canada average of 5% except for British Columbia where a gain of 
11% in dollar volume of wholesale sales was recorded, 


Automotive parts and equipment wholesalers again registered the greatest 
increase among the individual trades, with sales up 17% over June a year ago, but 
the June gain was considerably lower than the 37% increase for the first half of 
1951 compared with the corresponding period of 1950, Stocks of automotive whole- 
salers were valued 37% higher than at June 30, 1950. Hardware wholesalers, which 
had shared with automotive wholesalers the lead in amount of percentage increase 
for the past several months, reported sales up only 7% over June 1950 as compared 
with a 32% increase for the year to date, The value of hardware wholesalers! inven- 
tories was 27% in excess of the total a year previously. 


Grocery wholesalers! sales were up 11%, and stocks 25%, compared with totals 
for June 1950, A gain of 9% in sales, and of 31% in stocks was reported by footwear 
wholesalers, Smaller gains of 5% and 2% occurred in sales of drug and tobacco and 
confectionery wholesalers respectively. 


Sales of fruit and vegetable wholesalers dropped 6% below the volume of 
sales in June 1950, with the six-month cumulative sales 2% above the first six 
months of 1950, 


Decreases were recorded by dry goods wholesalers and clothing wholesalers 
for the first time this year, Sales of the former were 8% below those for June last 
-year while stocks were valued 26% higher, A decrease of 12% in sales was registered 
by clothing wholesalers, with stocks in this trade valued 24% above June 30 Looe 
Sales during the first half of the year were 19% higher in the case of dry goods 
wholesalers and 12% greater for clothing wholesalers than in the first half of 950) 


Grocery and Dry Goods Wholesalers! Inventories 


Month Index Numbers of Wholesale Inventories Stocks/Sales 

and Year (Average for) 1935-1939 = 100) Ratios 
Dry Goods Grocery . Grocery 
Wholesalers Wholesalers Wholesalers 

Uipvatohs SWS): Eup) Qs < 184.6 Dior 1.98 

vine, LOLS Ata. 203 4 189.2 295 

June 1950 évsecss 210.5 210.6 96 

May 105i te 264.0 ea Oat 1,09 

June 1951 @o0e29060 265.4 262.8 tala 


Year's subscription, 1.00 
Single copies, eLlO 


Percentage Changes in Wholesale Trade (1 
(Preliminary) 


INVENTORY 
; June 1951 Jan,-June 1951 June 30, 1951 
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"Automotive Equipment" but the content is-the same, NOTE: Figures for Newfoundland 


are not available, 
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6 
WHOLESALE TRADE 
JULY, 1951 


Dollar sales of wholesalers in July 1951 were 7% in excess 
of the sales volume for July 1950 and 2% below June 1951. Cumv- 
lative figures for the first seven months of 1951 indicate an in- 
crease of 16% in sales over the corresponding period of 1950. 

Figures in this report are based on returns from some 400 


wholesalers representing nine trades. They reflect trends in 
dollar volume of business, and are without adjustment for changes 


in wholesale prices. 
The general unadjusted index (on the base, average for 1935- 
1939=100) stood at 335.5 for July 1951, as compared with 314.1 


for July 1950 and 343.7 for June 1951. 


PERCENTAGE CHANGES IN SALES AND INVENTORIES 


JULY 1951 

KIND OF COMPARED WITH PREVIOUS MONTH COMPARED WITH SAME MONTH A YEAR AGO 
BUSINESS -30% -20% -lO% Oo +10% +20% +30% -10% 10) +10% +20% +30% +40% +50% +60% 
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Stocks in the hands of wholesalers at the end of July were valued 23% 
higher than at July 31, 1950. 


Footwear wholesalers’ sales advanced 48% to lead the other trades in 
percentage gain over last July. This compares with a 28% gain registered 
for the first seven months of the year. Stocks in the wholesale footwear 
trade were valued 27% above the inventory value of a year ago. 


Sales of drug wholesalers were up 14% over July 1950, while tobacco 
and confectionery wholesalers registered a gain of 11%. Increases rang- 
ing between 4% and 8% were recorded by grocery, automotive parts and equip- 
ment, hardware, and fruit and vegetable wholesalers. Stocks of grocery 
wholesalers were valued 14% higher than at the end of July a year ago, while 
increases in value of stocks in the automotive parts and equipment, hardware, 
and fruit and vegetable trades were 35%, 27% and 304, respectively. 


Decreases from July 1950 were reported in sales of dry goods wholesalers 
(74) and clothing wholesalers (11%), while the value of stocks on hand in these 
trades increased 30% and 31%, respectively. Both trades showed increases for 
the year to date, dry goods wholesalers' sales being 17% and clothing whole- 
salers' sales 10% in excess of the volume for the first seven months of 1950. 


The Prairie Provinces, with an overall increase of 13%, had the greatest 
gain in dollar volume of business over July 1950 among the various regions of 
the country. Sales in British Columbia were up 7%, while gains of 6% and 3% 
were recorded for Ontario and Quebec, respectively. A decrease of 1% was re- 
ported in wholesale sales in the Maritime Provinces. 


Grocery and Dry Goods Wholesalers' Inventories 


Month Index Numbers of Wholesale Inventories Stocks/Sales 
and Year (Average for 1935-1939 100) Ratios 
Dry Goods Grocery Grocery 
Wholesalers Wholesalers Wholesalers 
July 1948 207 5 184.0 085 
July 1949 22026 191.4 292 
July 1950 Plea 214-0 Q] 
June .1951° 263 .5 262.4 1.12 


July 1951 299.6 244.6 1.03 


Percentage Changes in Wholesale Trade‘1) 


(Preliminary) 


Trade and Region 


July 1951 
July 1950 
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NOTE: Figures for Newfoundland are not available. 
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Pie 
WHOLESALE TRADE 


AUGUST, 195! 


Wholesale trade in August was 2% lower, 
than in the same month of last year. 
for 1951 in monthly comparisons with last year. Cumulative 


figures for the first eight months showed sales up 13% over the 
same period of 1950. 


in dollar volume, 
This decrease is the first 


INDEXES OF SALES AND INVENTORIES 


OF DRY GOODS AND GROCERY WHOLESALERS 
1935—1939 =100 


ATS De a fa MRT dL eda Phe LD ed aw aL a ln Oe fegss SY 
DRY GOODS WHOLESALERS 


SALES-ANNUAL AVERAGES 


INVENTORY 


5 A a i 
mMOROGERY sWHOLESAEER'S 


=| 


UNWERSITY OF TORONT® 


About 400 wholesalers, distributed over nine trades, supply figures 
upon which this report is based. 


The general unadjusted index (on the base, average for 1935-1939= 
100) stood at 361.9 for August 1951, as compared with 368.9 for August 1950 
uate! Gyasi 5) Shoe diwwlay Sub 


Stocks remained at a comperatively high level, 24% above the dollar 
volume of inventories held at the end of August 1950. 


Wholesalers in footwear, drugs and fruits and vegetables enjoyed a 
more active trade in August than was the case with those in the other six 
trades. Five of the nine trades showed sales declines from August a year 
ago, the largest being that for dry goods wholesalers, 14%. 


Inventories were higher than last year in all nine trades with 
particularly marked gains (30% or over) in auto parts and equipment, 
clothing, dry goods, fruits and vegetables and hardware. 


Sales moved downward in August in all sections of the country 
except British Columbia. 


Grocery and Dry Goods Wholesalers’ Inventories 


Month Index Numbers of Wholesale Inventories Stocks/Sales 
end Year (Average for 1935-1939=100} Ratios 
Dry Goods Grocery Grocery 
Wholesalers Wholesalers Wholesalers 
August 1948 185 6 187 .4 092 
August 1949 198.4 183.1 091 
August 1950 198.4 B09 <6 084 
July 1951 299 4 245.5 1.05 


August 1951 275 68 228 05 1.00 


Percentage Changes in Wholesale Trade1) 
(Preliminary) 


SALES INVENTORY 
Trade and Region August 1951 Jan.-Aug. 1951 | August 31, 1951 
August 1950 Jan.-Aug. 1950 | August 31, 1950 
WHOLESALE TRADE(1), canaDA ......  - 1.9 + 12.7 
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WHOLESALE TRADE 
SEPTEMBER, 


» 195 


_ Dollar volume of sales in September 1951 was Slightly below the 
September 1950 level (-0.8%), the second month of 1951 in which 
Sales were below last year’s totals. Cumulative figures for the 
nine months of this year showed sales up 11% over the same period of 
1950, 


The results shown in this report are based on returns from 
about 400 wholesalers distributed over nine trades. They reflect 
trends in dollar volume of business and are not adjusted for changes 
in wholesale prices. 


PERCENTAGE CHANGES IN SALES AND INVENTORIES 


SEPTEMBER 195! 


KIND OF COMPARED WITH PREVIOUS MONTH COMPARED WITH SAME MONTH A YEAR AGO 
BUSINESS -30% -20% -10O% © +10% +20% +30% “10% O +10% +20% +30% +40% +50% +60% 
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2 Prepared in Merchandising and Services Section 


The unadjusted index for the total of the nine trades (on the base, 
average for 1935-1939=100) stood at 348.7 for September 1951 compared with 
352.1 for September 1950 and 362.3 for August 1951. 


Stocks on hand at the end of September remained at a comparatively high 
level, 18% above the dollar volume of inventories held at the -end of 
September 1950. The doller volume of sales was greater this September than 
last in five of the nine trades. Fruit and vegetable wholesalers recorded 
the largest gain at 8% above September 1950, while dry goods wholesalers 
showed the greatest decline in sales with a drop of 16% from a year ago. 
Clothing wholesalers recorded a smaller decline in sales volume, 9% below 


September 1950. ; 


Wholesalers of auto parts and equipment reported the greatest increase 
in inventories from last year with a gain of 43%. Marked gains were also 
shown for dry goods, hardware, clothing, and fruit and vegetable wholesalers, 
Stocks of tobacco and confectionery wholesalers were 11% below last year in 
dollar volume. 


Sales in September were below those of August in Ontario and the 
Western Provinces. Quebec and the Maritimes showed gains in sales volume. 


Grocery and Dry Goods Wholesalers’ Inventories 


Month Index Numbers of Wholesale Inventories Stocks/Sales 
and Year (Average for 1935-1939=100) Ratios 
Drv Goods Grocery Grocery 
Wholesalers Wholesalers Wholesalers 
September 1948 169.6 219.1 Asis) 
September 1949 182.7 210.8 086 
September 1950 182.9 2535 08 1.10 
August 1951 216s 228.1 100 
September 1951 255 0 205 o& 1.06 


Percentage Changes in Wholesale Trade(1) 


(Preliminary ) 


SALES INVENTORY 
Trade and Region September 1951] Jan.-Sept. 1951 aoe 1951 
Pe ss | September 1950 | Jan.-Sept. 1950 0 _|September 30, 1950 
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(1) Composite of Nine Trades. (x) Unchanged. 


NOTE; Figures for Newfoundland are not available. 


The unadjusted index for the total of the nine trades (on the base, 
average for 1935-1939=100) stood at 348.7 for September 1951 compared with 
35%.1 for September 1950 and 362.3 for August 1951. 


Stocks on hand at the end of September remained at a comparatively high 
level, 18% above the dollar volume of inventories held st the end of 
September 1950. The dollar volume of sales was greater this September than 
last in five of the nine trades. Fruit and vegetable wholesalers recorded 
the largest gain at 8% above September 1950, while dry goods wholesalers 
showed the greatest decline in sales with a drop of 16% from a year ago. 
Clothing wholesalers recorded a smaller decline in sales volume, 9% below 
September 1950. : 


Wholesalers of auto parts and equipment reported the greatest increase 
in inventories from last year with a gain of 43%, Marked gains were also 
shown for dry goods, hardware, clothing, and fruit and vegetable wholesalers. 
Stocks of tobacco and confectionery wholesalers were 11% below last year in 
dollar volume. 


Sales in September were below those of August in Ontario and the 
Western Provinces. Quebec and the Maritimes showed gains in sales volume. 


Grocery and Dry Goods Wholesalers’ Inventories 


Month Index Numbers of Wholesale Inventories Stocks/Sales 
and Year (Average for 1935-1939=100) Ratios 
Drv Goods Grocery Grocery 
Wholesalers Wholesalers Wholesalers 
September 1948 169.6 219.1 288 
September 1949 182.7 210.8 086 
September 1950 182.9 255 08 ber) 
August 1951 ides 228 ol 1.00 


September 1951 255 .0 255 08 1.06 


Percentage Changes in Wholesale Trade(1l) 


(Preliminary ) 


SALES __ | rnvenrory 
Trade and Region September 1951] Jan.-Sept, 1951 September 30, 1951 

ph p-43 | September 1950} Jan.-Sept. 1950 [September 30, 1950 
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(1) Composite of Nine Trades. (x) Unchanged. 


NOTE: Figures for Newfoundland are not available. 
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WHOLESALE TRADE 
NOVEMBER, 195! 


SCA SEES 


$1.00 a year 


The dollar volume of sales in November 195] was 8% above the 


1950 November level, with all regions 


contributing to the increase. 


Sales in the Maritime Provinces were 11% above November 1950, and 


the increases ranged downward to 7% in the Prairies and Quebec. 


The 


cumulative figures for the first eleven months of 1951 were 11% 


above the dollar volume of sales in the same period of 1950. 


The results shown in this report are based on returns from 


about 400 wholesalers distributed over nine trades. 


They reflect 


trends in dollar volume of business and are not adjusted for changes 


in wholesale prices. 


PERCENTAGE CHANGES IN SALES AND INVENTORIES 
NOVEMBER 1951 


KIND OF COMPARED WITH PREVIOUS MONTH COMPARED WITH SAME MONTH A YEAR AGO 
BROINESS BNesdy, <20% 10%)" O10 420% 430% “10% © +10% +20% +30% +40% +50% +60% 
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The unadjusted, index for the total of the nine trades (on the base 
1935=-1939=100) stood at 354.0 for November 1951 compared with 326.9 for 
November a year ago and 375.4 for October 1951. 


Stocks on hand at the end of November were 11% greater in dollar 
volume than at the end of November in 1950. Inventories showed the greatest 
gains in the fruit and vegetable, and the auto parts and equipment trades. 
The dollar volume of inventory remained unchanged in two trades and was 5% 
below the level of a year ago in drug wholesalers. 


As in the case of inventories, fruit and vegetable wholesalers took 
the lead in sales increase during November 1951 with a gain of 20%. -All 
trades except two registered increases in sales. Sales of hardware whole- 
salers were 2% below the November 1950 level and dry goods wholesalers 
sales, 10% lower in dollar volume. 


Grocery and Dry Goods Wholesalers' Inventories 


Month Index Numbers of Wholesale Inventories Stocks/Sales 
and Year (Average for 1935-1939=100) Ratios 
Dry Goods Grocery Grocery 
Wholesalers Wholesalers Wholesalers 
November 1948 166.2 ‘261.9 We2e 
November 1949 LE 387 Reel, 1.03 
November 1950 186.6 2632 1.20 
October 1951 277 oh 255.0 095 


November 1951 223.0 280.6 1.10 


Percentage Changes in Wholesale Trade(1) 


(Preliminary ) 
SALES | INVENTORY 
Trade and Region November 1951 | Jane-Nov. 1951 | November 30, 1951 
November 1950 | Jan.-Nov. 1950 November 30, 1950 
WHOLESALE TRADE{1), CANADA ...... + 8.3 #1067 Feld eo 
Maritimes @eeecreerseeneseccee0 eee + TOS + 8.3 
Quebec eeeceeoeeoees eevee seseese ee + Veo + 8.9 
Ontario 2018) £1040. 0 6 @ 6 616 6 eseeeeeces + 9.5 + 12.3 
Prairies COCTFOHROR EH CHOSE SECC OOD + 6.8 + 9.6 
BritisheCOLumpia, <ceees cc at cot + 9,2 + 15.5 
Aute Parts and Equipment ........ + 11.0 +019'977 + 2507 
Maritimes and Quebec ........0. + 9.0 + 20.1 
Ontario @CCSC Coo TCO oe OEE EEOC LO? e + 15.62 + 20.9 
MESLELMEITOVINCGS besscc cece ces 5 ii AG 2 + 18.6 
eeeereeeoe ee eeeeeaeeseene0e8 ° + 7.9 + 12.7 _ 4.8 
Ta Vie @ictec and Ontario . + 6.9 + 12.0 
Western Provinces .....cecccece + 10.5 + 14.6 
Bh Fi ese fe tele ers a ole.e cisteue sie ocieate 6 es eh) Re: + 16.6 
SCS SAGA bh Te Ane + 221 
Ontario and Western Provinces . - 9.6 
Footwear @eeeoveeeoeeeeveeeeeevenoes + 15.5 + 17.8 (x) 
Maritimes and Quebec ....cccece + 38.0 
Ontario and Western Provinces . anton Aes 
Dry Goods eeeerereeoseaeveeseore0e0 eee ker! 9.5 + Zee + 19.5 
Maritimes and Quebec C@eercecvece e <2 12.3 + 302 
Ontario @eceeeoeovoseeseesengee ee - ST, (x) 
Western Provinces .ccccccsccecs - 8.0 t 5e4 
Fruits and Vegetables ...c.sceses + 2004 + 5.9 + 40.2 
Maritimes and Quebec ...-cecece cr kery A + 5.0 
Ontario @eeeos eevee eeeeeoeevoeeeveeet + 2764 + els 
Western Provinces .....sccceee , + 16.7 + 5.0 
PEOCOLTLOSE Malcleins 6) 6 cis ool 8b ose eee +1663 eld es + 6.6 
MELEE MOSM Was <6 6 cle cc 6 6 b0ea Ge se + 20.6 se = 9 ef 
Quebec Ceeoececeererseecccce © 0,6 @ 6 sles + 11.3 + 6.0 
Ontario @eeeeeeoeeeeveeeoeveeveene + 15.6 + 9.7 
PPOUTLOSos tess ce oe e ce G's ste ass + 13.8 + 12.1 
British Columbia Ceoercesesececeocs e + PPPS) + 20.8 
eee eeGeoeereeoeos ese ree 8900 i Aes + 14.4 + 13.0 
Maritimes eeeeeereeeeseveeeeoeee0 a 79 + 8.2 
SNI@ DOC Ee.c eas cic cles e'o's a's eles So 0's 6 6 + 5.8 + 15.8 
Ontario @eceeecesereevresevxseevee2ee2 - 367 + 18.4 
Western Provinces @eeeveeveevee2e2e28 beg hed + 12.3 
Tobacco and Confectionery «+--+... + 665 + 7.8 (x) 
Maritimes and Quebec ......ee0e + 1.2 + 4166 
OER Pt On oes oss 6's v6 oe oes ces + 13.6 + 13.3 
Western Provinces eeeoeere eee e208 + 23 + Sef. 
(1) Composite of Nine Trades. (x) Unchanged. 


NOTE: Figures for Newfoundland are not available. 
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WHOLESALE TRADE 
DECEMBER, 195! 


Wholesale sales in December 1951 were 4% higher than in Decanter 
1950, with all regions except Quebec contributing to the increase. 
The largest provincial percentage gain over December last year was 
recorded in British Columbia where sales rose 10%. Sales in the 
twelve months of 1951 were 10% above the 1950 volume. 


The results shown in this report are based on returns from 
400 wholesalers distributed over nine trades. They reflect trends 


in dollar volume of business and are not adjusted for changes in 
wholesale prices. 


INDEXES OF SALES AND INVENTORIES 


OF DRY GOODS AND GROCERY WHOLESALERS 
1935—1939 =100 
mU Riaisiel tapi) aie i ialme 1 ta 
DRY GOODS WHOLESALERS 


SALES-ANNUAL AVERAGES 


—— 
GROGERY WHOLESALERS 


fe) 
193940 42 44 


A ALwf 


E a\\/9 


The unadjusted index for the total of the nine trades (on the base 
of 1935-1939=100) stood at 294.8 for December 1951 compared with 282.4 for 
December a year ago and 353.4 for November 1951. 


Fruit and vegetable wholesalers took the lead in sales increases in 
December 1951 with a gain of 22%. In the other eight trades, four showed 
increases in volume of sales and four registered declines; auto parts and 
equipment sales were 11% higher and dry goods, 15% lower than in the same 
period last yeare 


Year-end stocks held by wholesalers in the nine trades covered by 
this survey were valued 6% higher than stocks at the end of 1950, the 
December increase being the lowest month-end increase in value of inventories 
of any month during 1951. Wholesalers of fruits and vegetabies with an 
increase of 49% recorded the greatest gain among the nine trades. An 
increase of 20% was reported by auto parts and equipment wholesalers; stocks 
of hardware, dry goods, clothing and groceries were up 10%, 8%, 7%, and 3% 
respectively over December 1950. Decreases in dollar volume of inventory 
were recorded by wholesalers of footwear, tobacco and confectionery, and 
drugs, 23%, 9% and 4% respectively. 


Month Index Numbers of Wholesale Inventories Stocks/Sales 
and Year (Average for 1935-1939=100) ___Ratios 
Dry Goods Grocery Grocery 
Wholesalers Wholesalers - . Wholesalers 
December 1948 162.8 223elL 1.43 
December 1949 170 8 186 PS | 1 oak 
December 1950 189.9 220.6 1433 
November 1951 2230 , 278 5 1.10 


December 1951 204.1 226el 1.34 


Percentage Changes in Wholesale Trade(1) 


(Preliminary) 
SALES = INVENTORY 
Trade and Region December 1951 Jan.-Dec. 1951) December 31, 1951 
December 1950 Jane=Dece 1950 } December 31, 1950 


WHOLESALE TRADE(1), CANADA .-.... + Ach + 10.2 + 643 


Peri Liines, sare «mites es cle cs 2.0.9 mise + 5.6 + 8.1 
Ee ae A Ae ee 5 = 24 + 8.0 
UMCAPhO os at eslsas o's Fe oe cae ites + 225 + 10.6 
PEE OS wieles eee « ot ass sisle ys ois 6 + Soh + 905 
DELUL Sh COLUMDIE® sees. ec cc esas : + 10.4 561 

Auto Parts and Equipment ....+... + 1102 + 18.6 + 20.3 
Maritimes and Quebec cccoeees a - 1.9 + 18.1 
DREGE ET Orr 016 adie a 5s SS one ote Be iale ete + 10.2 + 19.8 
Western Provinces ccoceccce ee + 17.0 + 18.5 

BEGGS ego dew tases Nes vawnpee ce. = 2064 + 11.6 = 306 
Maritimes, Quebec and Ontario . 08 + lil 
WESTOP TFOVINGCES we «ase 'eele's 6 o ote = 302 + 13.0 

POOLED telsieesle anise Cs bs Sesvcescce +. 'Os2 . ~ + 2.0 + 7.0 
US DB Giyis w,ca0scjcle secs cainesccesss + O09 
Ontario and Western Premineed al =" 0.5 

Footwear CCHLOTHFLHOSTOSCHHFHLHFCLHFOFBOHO ee hAok + 16.2 7 2205 
Maritimes and Quebec .cccoovccss = 15.9 
Ontario and Western Provinces .« + 10.6 

eee mired Silastic oleic she stot seece = 1503 + Lod + 705 
Maritimes and Quebec occcoccsce = 10.9 + 265 
CEL SOUS widle ots ele erases blsue 0.6. 0s 60-0 = 21.0 = 143 
Western Provinces c.cccccseccoos - 12.7 + ho2 

Fruits and Vegetables cccscssosce + 21.9 + 72 + 48.9 
Maritimes and Quebec cecoscccoce + 12.0 + 5.5 
Reta TD Bele sislersiste tie s'f « ele 57s 0.0 was 6 + 17.9 mt Pea 
MEGLELT PrOVINCEE \s ss cess ss ss 0 + 29.8 orvel 

BEOCOLIGA sects ccle siessscseseceeee oF Tad + 10.9 + 34 
Bers 1 MS Meare's ol ate athe! ora. sia die eke oiase.e + 11.0 + 709 
RO Caters cies cps 60 oo 6 sleet hae s 6 = + Aol + 5e7 
OPGAT Om clcrerersclele orejess.epelelctese eicisreie + 204 + 9.1 
PWC AGS tee gues ia ols eis 6 oo a)e a ars oie 3s * slog + 11.8 
Beweiah Colnmbis tee 6.0 +000 .0 + os + 16.6 + 20.5 

Hardware CCOTTECOFLCOTOEO OE OH OR OO90 = 7 oY + 12.6 + 10.0 
Retr Gare r siske y's «tie e ts os. oles Giace - 13.3 + 6.6 
Quebec SCCCSTHHOSCHHHRHTHCHSHHHSHHOSO®S = AAS) + WSS 
ELEN ON oc a's cia 4 eb 0), 6 0:0 0k a Py = 7.0 + 16.0 
NMGEsternm Frovinces «<5. cedrs cscs = 5,1 + 11.0 

Tobacco and Confectionery .c-.c2e. + 1006 + 8.0 - §,8 
Maritimes and Quebec ccoceccoecs ary S + hed 
PUTA Me aisle aie uc 6's 01s oii e.ero ais 08 + 10.3 + 13.0 
WESLOLMGPrOVINCES «os sncnsceee + 14.7 + he5 


(1) Composite of Nine Trades. 
NOTE: Figures for Newfoundland are not available. 
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WHOLESALE TRADE 


JANUARY 1952 


Indexes of wholesale sales for the nine trades covered in this survey 
are showninthis report for January 1952 and for each month of 1951 with 
a revision to the Canada totals. It has been found necessary to revise the 
Canada totals because of changes in provincial weights. The indexes 
shown for total wholesale trade represent the weighted average of the 
nine trades only and not all kinds of wholesale business. Because pro- 
vincial indexes for some trades are not available, indexes for the total 
of the nine trades are shown only for Canada total. 


PERCENTAGE CHANGES IN SALES AND INVENTORIES 


JANUARY 1952 
BAS hiees COMPARED WITH PREVIOUS MONTH COMPARED WITH SAME MONTH A YEAR AGO 
-30% -20% -10% ©  +10% +20% +30% -30% -20% -10% 0 +10% +20% 430% +40% 
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Sales Trends by Trades 


January sales of wholesalers in the trades covered by this survey . 
were 3% lower than in January of 1951. Footwear and dry goods wholesalers 
reported the greatest decreases in sales = 29% below January a year ago. 
Wholesalers dealing in food products and drugs had inereased sales in 
January 1952 over the same month last year. Fruit and vegetable wholesalers 
recorded 18% greater dollar value sales than in January 1951, drugs reported 
a gain of 8%, tobacco and confectionery 4% and grocery wholesalers reported 
a slight increase of 0.4%. 


Inventories 


Inventories in January this year were only slightly above the 1951 
level, and the trend was not consistent with sales. Fruit and vegetable 
wholesalers, who reported the most pronounced sales gain also had the largest 
increase in stocks (24% above 1951 stocks). Auto parts and equipment and 
hardware wholesalers both with decreased sales recorded inventory gains of 
12% and 6% respectively. Declines in inventories were reported in the re= 
maining six trades; tobacco and confectionery wholesalers with a decrease 
of 16% recording the greatest drop. 


Grocery and Dry Goods Wholesalers' Inventories 


Month Index Numbers of Wholesale Inventories Stocks/Sales 
and Year (Average for 1935-1939 = 100) Ratios? _ 
Dry Goods Grocery Grocery 
Wholesalers Wholesalers Wholesalers 
January 1951 Aoawer 243 ae c neo, 
December 1951 20401 228el 1:34 


January 1952 215.5 238 03 110 


Percentage Changes in Wholesale Trade (1) 


(Preliminary) 


Sales | Inventory 
Trade and Region te ey January 31, 1952 


January 1951 January 31, 1951 
WH OLES ALE rape) , CANADA © 0 6 06 «6 =a 2.6 + 0,6 
muyO Farts and Equipment .....-« = 11,5 +1263 
Maritimes and Quebec . . »« « o o o = 26.5 
Ontario C25 @. 6) 8 (0:7) @» .6% (6) @ eo @ © .¢ 6 md 6.9 
Western Provinces Ca Cie Ga Cu 6. o. 6% oes =~ (ics) 
Drugs Gnn6 KOU Oa Ce 6-10 6 61.6 40, 40. 6 26 + Sez a Led 
Maritimes, Quebec and Ontario , , +544 
ReSLern Provinces: . 5 « « © « ste + 17.4 
Clothing GhE6 6 Me uel 67 © (6> o> 0% oF © ere vad 6,3 Re 8.8 
Footwear o.|U° ° ° ° ° ° ° ° ° ° ° °° - 28.9 =10.8 
Dry Goods oe & £ fe @ ser ©of78 |e ef <e «1 8 = 28.9 6.8 
Maritimes and Quebec . 2 « co e oo = 35.4 
Ontario OuL@ mG) 16) 56 ume) 76. 4:6° G6. #6. seo 6,! « sr 28.3 
MOSPern Provinces, “> %. “ss % \« <* < ce 
Fruits and Vegetables ....o.ee tJ 8.3 42h, oh 
Maritimes and Quebec . coc .oceoe a 1 PR © 
Ontario ° ° ° e o ° ° Lo} ic} © Qo ° o + oeo 
wespern Provinces “wi os 4. 7 a ett 
Groceries Ao | Oho. 6) 876s (euro oe! oie + 0O.4 4 2.0 
Maritimes o co fey 396206.) o.oo eres c=! igee 
quebec ° O MO GnO, © 0.0 6 £e Se) (0 «oe, © ma Del 
Ontario GO sO) Be 2A) 56. Oo 6) 6-6. «a yoy) ‘Ss aie Phas) 
Prairies ° ° ° ° © ° ° ° oO ° ° ° ° <5 L655 
Pee ASH COLGMbIA fw «io © se 61s + 10.6 
Hardware Cm OO MORO 0 LO £O: ke 26) ao 4G Fi0 = ee a 508 
Marabimes 0s © % te % Ce na we ee = 254 
Quebec @ @ Go eo © @ ese @ © © © © ~8 oO cd 13.6 
Ontario oo oe @ © @¢ 6 © @ © @ © a 4 
WESLETN ProvinGes! . « o © «6 « . = 14.3 
Tobacco and Confectionery ...o.o.o t+ 4o3 -16.2 
Maritimes and Quebec ...cee ne.) 
Ontario ° ro) ° 6 °@ a e @ e @ co) @ + 50 
WSSLern ET rovinces | vy. bes» ~ s+ 6 #95 


(1) Composite of Nine Trades. en te 


NOTE: Figures for Newfoundland are not included, 
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WHOLESALE TRADE 
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—e 


The results shown in this report are based on returns from 400 
wholesalers distributed over nine trades. They reflect trends in 
dollar volume of business and are not adjusted for changes in whole- 
sale prices. 


The unadjusted index for the total of the nine trades (on the 
base of 1935-1939=100) stood at 313.2 for February 1952 compared 
with 307.9 for February a year ago and 308.7 for January 1952. 


INDEXES OF SALES AND INVENTORIES 
OF DRY GOODS AND GROCERY WHOLESALERS 
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Sales Trends by Trades 


February sales of wholesalers in the trades covered 
by this survey were 2% higher than in February 1951. Tobacco 
and confectionery wholesalers reported the greatest increase 
in sales - 16% above February last year. Wholesalers of 
fruits and vegetables showed 15% greater dollar value sales 
than in February last year, auto parts and equipment in- 
creased 8%, groceries increased 4% and drug wholesalers re- 
ported a gain of 3%. Wholesale sales of dry goods, clothing, 
hardware, and footwear continued to decline. Dry goods whole- 
salers, with a decline of 21%, registered the greatest drop 
in sales from a year ago. 


Inventories 


Inventories at the end of February 1952 were down 
3% from the same date last year. Tobacco and confectionery 
wholesalers who recorded the greatest increase in sales 
showed the greatest decrease in stocks (23% below the 1951 
level). Groceries and drugs wholesalers recorded decreased 
stocks of 8% and 3% respectively. Wholesalers of hardware 
and clothing registered increased stocks of 3% and 1% 
respectively. Wholesalers of fruits and vegetables and auto 
parts and equipment also recorded increased stocks (13% and 
6% above the 1951 level) while wholesalers of dry goods and 
footwear, registered decreased stocks - 10% and 8% respectively. 


Grocery and Dry Goods Wholesalers' Inventories 


Month Index Numbers of Wholesale Inventories Stocks/Sales 
and Year (Average for 1935-1939 = 100) Ratios 
Dry Goods Grocery Grocery 
Wholesalers Wholesalers Wholesalers 
January 1952 215.9 238.6 1.10 
February 1952 2olee 232.8 1.18 


Wholesale Trade in Canada 


Percentage Change 


Monthly Indexes of Sales (Current month over 
Tradhand’Rewion (Average 1935-39 = 100) same month last year) 
‘i February(P)\January(R) | February F 1 
1952 1952 | 1951 Sales Inventory 
% if % 
Wholesale Trade', Canada ........... 313.2 308.7 307.9 fo - 2.9 
Auto Parts and Equipment. .......... 502.6 4502 4652 + 8,5 + 6.4 
Maritimes and Quebec ............... 4577 369.1 509.1 - 10.1 
Ontario .. eeee cece cveccesccecececesecccsees 223 e7 496 9 £5062 + 14.8 
Western provinces. ee A 503.3 438 26 446.6 +uleey 
Drugs .. See 34701 372.5 33763 + 2.8 - 2.8 
Marlies. Glichde and Waters 329.0 365.9 3232 + 1.8 
Western Provinces ..........e.ec0:00000 407.5 394-6 38401 + 6.1 
CUO ae 2 a ee 228 5 210.7 258 05 = 11.6 + 1.2 
OGWORE oo cesencssnnatehen loads 29607 166.9 312.0 - 4.9 | = 8.5 
Maritimes and Gusbes: beh ae 192.2 126.6 261.5 = 26.5 
Oye, te een ee ee 268 65 198.3 Bo eo = 23.6 
Western provinceae. ee, | 23163 196.7 260.3 - 9.0 
Fruits and Vegetables..................... 2727 249.5 237 03 + 15.0 + 12.9 
Maritimes and Quebec .......:.e00..- 25002 199.3 229 61 + 9.2 
Sntarigg: ec tee. ee 28204 297 4, 25400 + 11.2 
Western Provinces .........cc.ssse-ses0ee 286.2 25765 231.0 + 23.9 
GrOCETICS oo. ecceecccecscscccueecnecssccsscsessees 281.6 289.7 269.6 + 3.6 - 8.0 
Maritimes ® 4 4 teeerest csc... 286.5 296.9 lg ig doa SP 3e7 
(QLTEl eft O > pee So es 204.7 186.6 Bei. bad Be3 
OTE APL vac ce eet ets checs coc ckessessstcececenescs 272.8 30167 266.9 tee 
(LS Gy 2 ee eerie ae 279.9 299.0 267.8 + 45 
British Columbia... ai) 43967 407.8 373 9 + 17.6 
Hrd wake .........ccccsccsscssssccnsecesssessssssosees 354-9 365.9 398.7 Sm 1 ol + 3.2 
JESEIICE ae ase ee ee 23903 242.8 322.9 = 25.9 
POD OC cack Sete AI Gicsckcctec assests 318.7 39405 SW ALY s - 14.2 
CNET Lie, oes ae ee - 14.1 
Western Provinces .........c..sessessese0e - 5A 
Tobacco and Confectionery .......... + 155 - 23.0 
Maritimes and Quebec ................ + 16.3 
ONG ATI O arose se erent eae ec ctacacs eusseeans 


Western Provinces ..........cccccsceeeeee 


1. Composite of Nine Trades 

Note: Figures for Newfoundland are not included. 
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WHOLESALE TRADE 


MARCH 1952 


The results shown in this report are based on returns from 400 
wholesalers distributed over nine trades. They reflect trends in 
dollar volume of business and are not adjusted for changes in whole 
sale prices. 


The unadjusted index for the total of the nine trades (on the 
base of 1935-1939=100) stood at 333.7 for March 1952 compared with 
338.9 for March a year ago and 313.5 for February 1952. 


PERCENTAGE CHANGES IN SALES AND INVENTORIES 
MARCH 1952 


ee COMPARED WITH PREVIOUS MONTH COMPARED WITH SAME MONTH A YEAR AGO 
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Prepared in Merchandising and Services Section 


Sales Trends by Trades 


March sales of wholesalers in the trades covered by this 
survey declined slightly from March last year. The greatest drop 
occurred in the clothing trade where wholesalers reported a dec- 
rease of 15% in sales from March 1951. Wholesale sales of dry 
goods, footwear and hardware continued to decline. Wholesalers of 
fruits and vegetables reported the greatest increase in sales- 
13% above March a year ago. Sales of auto parts and equipment in- 
creased 9%, while grocery and tobacco and confectionery sales were 
2% higher than in the same period last year. 


Invent ories 


Inventories at the end of March were down 6% from the same 
date last year. Tobacco and confectionery wholesalers with a de- 
crease of 40% recorded the greatest drop in stocks from March 1951. 
Decreases in stocks were recorded in all trades except fruits and 
vegetables and hardware. Wholesalers of fruits and vegetables re- 
corded a 9% increase while stocks of hardware wholesalers were 2% 
higher than at the end of March a year ago. 


Grocery and Dry Goods Wholesalers! Inventories 


Month Index Numbers of Wholesale Inventories 
and Year (Average for 1935-1939=100) 
Dry Goods Grocery 
Wholesalers Wholesalers 
March 1951 Zines 288.2 
February 1952 230.2 23330 


March 1952 234, 4 264.9 


Wholesale Trade in Canada 3 


MARCH, 1952 
Monthly Indexes of Sales Percentage Change 


(Current month over 
(Average 1935-39 = 100) Same month last year) 
Trade and Region r= = a 5 
March (P) February(R) March Berne Tavenkers 
{952° | 1952" | tos) L 
% % 
Wholesale Trade, Canada ........... Bolei/, Silshae 338.9 - 0.6 = (eal 
Auto Parts and Equipment .......... 480.5 506.4 441.9 +9), - 2.8 
Maritimes and Quebec ............... 431.6 479 6 425.2 tba) 
Onbart ors ccnsccenan te ee 48h .0 520.5 462.1 ae Shed 
Western Provinces.............c6...... 511.3 LON 7/ 414.0 ap IB} AIS 
Drugs a0 dec ee seen ecescecccecvcccccsccesscons-cossen 323 St 347 ol 33h 3 a 3 Ag) = 4 el 
Maritimes, Quebec and Ontario 306.8 329.0 329.9 - 7.0 
Western Provinces ........e.c.s0.0... 380.0 407.5 348.9 + 8.9 
Clothing 00000 ee ccee coccecer cscs ccccccececenceccce 273 32 230.6 321 8 oe, 15 ral = 5 ° Wl 
Footwear 98 Oe ee ee oe ce neecerevevccecccssescsescees 358.7 300.5 416 26 a 13 PL) a aly Pall 
DEY \GOOUS font etic 270.4 Revise 316.0 co alrnal 9 - 14.2 
Maritimes and Quebec .............. 247.8 194.0 Shiblsieal a7 PAI. 
Ontariogeee esas ee ee 2787 268.5 333.8 - 16.5 
Western Provinces ..................... 297.0 233.2 296.7 ae (O\Aa 
Fruits and Vegetables...................... 305.5 272.6 271.2 = Dae, Or ( 
Maritimes and Quebec ................. 283 3 250.2 24,7 6 + a4 4 
Ontario @mecsccceccnesonececscccecceconcacccncscseccs 339 37 281.9 Spa fh ae 9.1 
Western Provinces ...eeceeecessco-....... 298.1 286.4 259.9 ce AWAY) 
Groceries mecscsccscsssseecentetocneecc. 289.9 281.3 281.2 7 Allh - 8.1 
Maritimes Pn a 340.5 284.6 313.2 + 8.5 
QUE DEC ence rs an 215.3 204.5 226.6 - 5.0 
Onbariny sacsnenceergecinte les 278.7 Pols) 274.09 ele 2p 
Praines see ten Poo 276.5 279.9 272.7 oe), 
British Columbia ......cc.cccce.ss-.-.... - AY 7.1. 439.7 371.4 ae ala5} 
Hardware 02. 3n ss as: 4,08 ..6 356.2 4,73 .2 = dlsteal 2 Bw) 
Maribimes ge. .csascsecca 312.2 239.3 408.1 = 23.5 
Quebechen tee Ie 383.0 318.3 47h 6 - 19.3 
arian comment es ee 440.0 403 .7 EBSD - 20.5 
Western Provinces .......ccecssecssss..0-. 419.0 Bor. 436.9 - 4.1 
Tob nd Confectionery .......... 387.6 363.5 381.6 tel 6 - 40.3 
ee and ie ane 407.4 Se 399.8 os aba) 
Ontariop ee 2 A eS 377.6 377.6 (2) 
a Rl Pec SMH S585 + 4.8 


1. Composite of Nine Trades (2) Unchanged 
Note: Figures for Newfoundland are not included. 
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The results shown in this report are based on returns from 
400 wholesalers distributed over nine trades. They reflect trends 
in dollar volume of buSiness and are not adjusted for changes in 


wholesale prices. 
The unadjusted index for the total of the nine trades ( on 


the base of 1935-1939=100) stood at, 361.5 for April 1952 compar- 
ed with 352.4 for April a year ago and 335.3 for March 1952. 


INDEXES OF SALES AND INVENTORIES 
OF DRY GOODS AND GROCERY WHOLESALERS 
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2 
Sales Trends by Trades 


April sales of wholesalers in the trades covered by 
this survey were 4% higher than in April last year. Wholesalers 
of Fruits and Vegetables registered the greatest increase in sales- 
23% above April 1951. Increased sales of 11%, 10%,and 6% were re- 
ported by wholesalers of groceries,drugs and clothing respectively. 
Slightly higher sales than in April last year were also recorded in 
the footwear and tobacco and confectionery trades. Wholesalers of 
dry goods and hardware with a decrease in sales of 12% registered 
the greatest drop from April 1951. Sales of auto parts and equip- 
ment declined 7% from the same period a year ago. 


Inventories 


Inventories at the end of April were down 7% from 
the same date last year. The greatest drop occurred in the footwear 
trade which reported a decline of 23% in stocks from the end of 
April 1951. Decreases in inventories were recorded in all trades 
except fruits and vegetables. Stocks of fruits and vegetables were 
27% higher than at the end of April a year ago. 


Grocery and Dry Goods Wholesalers' Inventories 


Month Index Numbers of Wholesale Inventories 
and Year (Average for 1935-1939=100) 
Dry Goods Grocery 
Wholesalers Wholesalers 
April 1951 262.5 285.9 
March 1952 234.4 264.0 


April 1952 208.7 253.6 


Wholesale Trade in Canada 
APRIL, 1952 


Trade and Region 


Percentage Change 
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1. Composite of Nine Trades 


Note: Figures for Newfoundland are not included. 
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Monthly Indexes of Sales (Current month over 
(Average 1935-39 = 100) same month last year) 
A . ~< ale 
oe March (R) | Apr +4 “ Sales | Inventory 
% To 
361.5 33565 B52 eh + 4.5 = Thesis 
519.5 479.8 Se}: Jef a Wl = eh 
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593 05 509 Ae) 617.6 a) 369 
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242 ly 296.1 £09 40, - 6.4 
364.8 306.3 296.7 + 2207 Soe) aoe 
esee 285.5 279.6 coer) 
439.4 341.9 34.6 05 + 26.8 
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The results shownin this reportare based onreturns from 
400 wholesalers distributed over nine trades. They reflect trends 
in dollar volume of business and are not adjusted for changes in 
wholesale prices. 


The unadjusted index for the total of the nine trades (on 
the base of 1935-1939=100) stood at 389.8 for May 1952 compared 
with 372.6 for May a year ago and 361.7 for April 1952. 


PERCENTAGE CHANGES IN SALES AND INVENTORIES 
MAY 1952 


KIND OF COMPARED WITH PREVIOUS MONTH COMPARED WITH SAME MONTH A YEAR AGO 
BUSINESS -20% -10% 1@) +10% +20% i -40% -30% -20% -10% (@) +10% +20% 
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Sales Trends by Trades 


May sales of wholesalers in the trades covered by this 
survey were 4% higher than in May last year. The greatest increase 
was registered by wholesalers of tobacco and confectionery and fruits 
and vegetables who reported a gain of 18% in sales over May 1951. 
Increased sales of 7%, 6%, and 2% were reported by wholesalers of 
drugs, auto parts and equipment, and groceries respectively. Wholesale 
sales of footwear with a decline of 10% registered the greatest drop 
from May last year. Wholesalers of dry goods reported a decrease 
of 8% in sales and both clothing and hardware sales were 4% lower 
than in the same period a year ago. 


Inventories 


Inventories at the end of May were down 8% from the same 
date in 1951. Stocks of dry goods with a decline of 25% recorded the 
greatest drop from the end of May last year. Decreases in inventories 
were reported by all trades except fruits and vegetables. Stocks of 
fruit and vegetables were 12% higher than at the end of May a year ago. 


Grocery and Dry Goods Wholesalers! Inventories 


Month Index Numbers of Wholesale Inventories 
and Year (Average for 1935-1939=100) 
Dry Goods Grocery 
Wholesalers Wholesalers 
May 1951 264.0 . 270.1 
April 1952 ON 7/ PASWA et 


May 1952 198.3 250.1 


Wholesale Trade in Canada 
MAY, 1952 


Percentage Change 
(Current month over 
same month last year) 


Monthly Indexes of Sales 
(Average 1935-39 = 100) 


Trade and Region 


Sales | Inventory 
% % 
Wholesale Trade’, Canada ...........| 389.8 361.7 372.6 + 43 - 8.1 
Auto Parts and Equipment ........... 54h.1 518.2 520.0 + 545 - 5.9 
Maritimes and Quebec .. etl) ENS) 425.6 633.7 - 6.1 
COCA nna axedanicoae t) .50Bs3 57.6 459.2 +10.7 
Western Erovinces' eae et Ol el 587.3 529.1 + 6.1 
Drugs .. eve 388.7 367.7 362.6 + Tee eZ Sail 
saarliinea: euehen Sandi bontario 378.0 3h9.2 352.6 + 7.2 
Western Provinces .......cc00. | bbe 429.4 395.7 + Te2 
CARINE chcasescsrncnaces | 21968 263.4 229 oh - 4.2 -19.2 
MEDOC WORE -6ecesco-<ospscarternsesovansicceoeeecs |, De T 330.0 3174 -10.0 -19.6 
Dry Goods. ................ peheuececuates non 2506eL 241.1 250.6 — 8.2 -2h4.9 
Maritimes and Castes eceucessieseanys 213 os 241.4 231.8 = 8.0 
Dnterigmees eee fe |) 5b Se 238.3 272.5 - 6.0 
Western prainneaie ee eels 24342 2593 -10.6 
Fruits and Vegetables...................... 417.9 367k 354.5 +1709 411.5 
Maritimes and Quebec ..........0...... 403.5 326.0 34525 +16.8 
aE (oe ae ns en 448.6 4h32 38h 4 +16.7 
Western Provinces ........sscc.ssscsseee0 4059 343-3 338.0 +20.1 
RROCOTES (IL Bo cae 329 3 309.4 319.5 + 2h - 74 
Marit m6 fc. ae he i 342.2 327.8 324.1 + 5.6 
NE DOC Mesrre ieee ene ccccncceecrsticcen 23569 211.3 259.8 = 9.2 
COAT Toy pepe 5 Ain ARED AE ah hh Re 328.1 326.5 315 28 + 3.9 
Prairies. 4252 327.8 294.0 213.0 + 4.7 
British Columbia .0.........ccccccsscees .| 484.9 L479 hhh 9 + 9.0 
BESTE ooccsesssacseecoseosnceoctersecseeconcesses - 3.9 - 2.6 
Mpritimes 0.8 oo es ~ lie 
CNUIO DC Cai crc cesscctcsecscss sect nccerecctascesseseee - 8.2 
Ob Arid Beccecctee ee cacscessceccceeesccececseseesse: es rae 
Western Provinces ............:c.scesee - 1.5 
Tobacco and Confectionery .......... os a5 -11.2 
Maritimes and Quebec ................ +13.3 


ee recccocs ceoscsescooses 


1. Composite of Nine Trades 
Note: Figures for Newfoundland are not included. 
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The results shown in this report are based on returns fron 
400 wholesalers distributed over nine trades. They reflect trends 
in dollar volume of business and are not adjusted for changes in 
wholesale vricese 


The unadjusted index for the total of the nine trades (on 
the base of 1935-1939=100) stood at 369.2 for June 1952 compared 
with 357.3 for June a year ago and 390.3 for May 1952. 


INDEXES OF SALES AND INVENTORIES 


OF DRY GOODS AND GROCERY WHOLESALERS 


1935—1939=I100 
400 Ise Vc ea nS iT Vl Unc 
| DRY GOODS WHOLESALERS 


300 
SALES-ANNUAL AVERAGES 


ENTORY 


the 


0 
‘ \ \ Mi \5 \ I at | 
1940 ‘42 44 46 8 0°5 1950 


Wholesale Trade in Canada 


JUNE, 1952 


Percentage Change 


Monthly Indexes of Sales 


(Current month over 
(Average 1935-39 = 100) same month last year) 
Trade and Region —- — 
June (P) May (R) June Sales Inventory 
%o Jo 
Wholesale Trade!, Canada ...........) 36942 390.3 ey Ae) + 3.2 - 6.8 
Auto Parts and Equipment ........... 588.2 516.5 504.2 + 16.4 - 7.0 
Maritimes and Quebec .............. 461.1 599.25 500.1 - 7.8 
ONGALIO s.0.5. cccccc cece ssenccasccsssseccecscess Soe. 7 508 «3 486.4 + 19 Pts) 
Western Provinces..............:essee 690.7 566.1 53426 + 29.2 
Drie $cc aoe 336.7 390.0 312.2 PY As + Leh 
Maritimes, Quebec and Ontario 31565 379.4 293.6 + Teh 
Western Provinces wus | 40709 425 oh, 376.6 + 8.3 
FB OOCWOOM ec c-cacovses cc csccccnccasssececucsasesece 233 a) 287 oz 23645 = ia5 toe 18 03 
Dry Goods: j keseewee 2 Re. ObS2 229.9 195.8 - 04 - 26.5 
Maritimes and Quebec .............0 202.0 21303 203.8 = 0.9 
Onuterin? eee 207 «7 255-6 1939 + Tel 
Western Provinces ........c.cscesesee: 173.6 231.8 185.5 - 6.4 
Fruits and Vegetables..................00 403.6 419.8 3399 + 18.8 + 11.2 
Maritimes and Quebec .........00e:. 419.2 400.4 33728 * 2hel 
Onteniente ens DIS 7 145667 345-6 Ye 2 1957 
Western Provinces .....sesesescesseeess 380.1 LO tas 337.0 elo. 
Groceries eects 319.1 329-5 G hale = 1.2 = 5.3 
Macttimess te. accencstecalecsetvnssncseiecsinece 331.8 cy ee 331.8 (2 
Quchecto tee ee 2356 235 .i 25262 - 6.6 
Onbario eat ecncan ea SAlLek 329.7 32420 - 0.8 
Praiviose 52 ons ae 310.0 B27 «2 314-1 = vle2 
British Columbia ..........csscseen0 £65 4 484.9 439.1 4 16.0 
RAP WRC. coco ptoecsccncecarstesncaciavseseaPecsezssoms plot Gael 505 PS) 14817 Se 4e3 We 2e2 
Marilimes yscc cccecesesesssoseostecstsveeseesie-s 383 Ae) 428 06 385 o7 aay 0.7 
Gneher 08. 23067 407.6 156.3 - 56 
Ontario. fence eee 518 o7 558 o3 537.0 = 34 
Western Provinces .....c.esscesseeseessees 4562 537 5 478 02 - 4.6 
Tobacco and Confectionery .......... - 02 
Maritimes and Quebec ................. 
ORG ALLO oa osesaceccsscdads-tecscssassctaccoesoers 


Western Provinces ..........cccccscssecee 


1. Composite of Nine Trades 2. Unchanged 
Note: Figures for Newfoundland are not included. 
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Sales Trends Trade 


June sales of wholesalers in the trades covered by this survey 
were 3% higher than in June last yeare Wholesalers of fruits and vege- 
tables with increased sales of 19% recorded the gre:stest gain over June 
1951. Sales of auto varts and equipment and clothing increased 16% and 
12% respectively. Smaller gains of 8% and 3% respectively were reported 
by wholesalers of Grugs and tobacco and confectionery. Sales of hardwa-= 
re with a decline of 4% registered the greatest drop from June 1951. 
Slight decreases in sales were also reported by wholesalers of footwear, 
groceries and dry goodse 


Inventories 


Inventories at the end of June declined 7% from the same date 
last year. The sreatest drop occurred in the clothing trade which re- 
ported a decline of 27% in stocks from the end of June 1951. Decreases 
in inventories were recorded in all trades except fruits and vegetables 
and drugs. Stocks of fruits and vegetables rose 11% while stocks of 
drugs were 4% higher than at the end of June a year agoe 


Grocery and Dry Goods Wholesalers! Inventories 
St ee eee erst niente retsjenproseys topes 


Month Index Numbers of Wholesale Inventories 
and Year (Average for 1935-1939=100) 
I pes 

Dry Goods Grocery 
Wholesalers Wholesalers 
June 1951 263.5 2624, 
May 1952 198.5 249.9 


June 1952 193.7 248 5 
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The results shown in this report are based on returns from 
400 wholesalers distributed over nine trades. They reflect trends 
in dollar volume of business and are not adjusted for changes in 
wholesale prices. 


The unadjusted index for the total of the nine trades (on 
the base of 1935-1939=100) stood at 376.0 for July 1952 compared 
with 338.7 for July a year ago and 368.5 for June 1952. 


PERCENTAGE CHANGES IN SALES AND INVENTORIES 


JULY 1952 
KIND OF COMPARED WITH PREVIOUS MONTH COMPARED WITH SAME MONTH A YEAR AGO 
BUSINESS -30% -20% -10% 0 +10% +20% -30% -20% -10% 0 +10% +20% +30% 
WHOLESALE 


TRADE 


| 


GH SALES 
INVENTORIES 


AUTO PARTS 
& EQUIPMENT 


DRUGS 


CLOTHING 


FOOTWEAR 


DRY GOODS 


FRUITS and 
VEGETABLES 


GROCERIES 


HARDWARE 


TOBACCO and 
CONFECTIONERY, 


Prepared in Merchandising and Services Section 


Sales Trends Trade 


Wholesale sales continued upward in July, with wholesalers in 
the trades covered by this survey reporting an increase of 10% over 
sales in July last year. Wholesalers of fruits and vegetables again 
registered the greatest gain in sales - 26% over July 1951. Sales of 
auto parts and equipment and footwear increased 20% and 16% respecti- 
vely. Wholesalers of drugs and groceries reported gains of 12% and 
10%, while smaller increases of 6% and 5% were reported by wholesa- 
lers of tobacco and confectionery, clothing, and hardware. Sales of 
dry goods, with a drop of 4%, registered the only decline in sales 
over July 1951. 


Inventories 


Inventories at the end of July were 6% lower than at the same 
date last yeare Clothing wholesalers, with a decline of 32%, recor= 
ded the greatest drop in stocks from the end of July 1951. Decreases 
in stocks were reported by all trades except drugs and groceriese 
Stocks of drugs rose 4% while grocery inventories were slightly hi- 
gher than at the end of June last year. 


Grocery and Dry Goods Wholesalers' Lnventories 


Month Index Numbers of Wholesale Inventories 
and Year (Average for 1935-1939=100) 
ne en er ee a, 

Dry Goods Grocery 
Wholesalers _ Wholesalers 
July 1951 299.4 243 25 
June 1952 189.7 248 5 


July 1952 218.6 24540 


<i... 


Trade and Region 


Wholesale Trade in Canada 


Percentage Change 
(Current month over 
Same month last year) 


Wholesale Trade!, Canada .......... 


Auto Parts and Equipment. ........... 
Maritimes and Quebec .............. 
Onbariotsccerscees scott: 
Western Provinces................s0.00.. 
Maritimes, Quebec and Ontario 
Western Provinces ................... 


FOOCW CAN Yooeree vosecoc nso svtoce sees ccceecdechen 


DTV gGOOUS Bere oe eee evakdevocancc 
Maritimes and Quebec ............... 
Ontariogeeme nt. re 
Western Provinces .................... 

Fruits and Vegetables...................... 


Maritimes and Quebec ................. 
CONC AP LOM ere ees ceteris 


Tobacco and Confectionery .......... 
Maritimes and Quebec ................. 
Onarl OBerecreettencctnciame oe 
Western Provinces ......100.ssccssccseoess 


1. Composite of Nine Trades 


Note: Figures for Newfoundland are not included. 
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JULY, 1952 
Monthly Indexes of Sales 
(Average 1935-39 = 100) 

July, (P) | June (R) 
[ 155 195 
(a 

37660 368.5 338.7 
580.9 587.0 482.1 
503-4 461.1 4336 
648 03 580.3 53409 
534.6 690.7 436.3 
3661 536.7 328 1 
3459 31563 310.5 
433 3 407 9 386.9 
169.2 226.1 159.3 
23763 233.0 203-9 
15204 194.0 15727 
g16.7 204.8 126.8 
165.8 207.7 161.3 
191.2 165.3 201.0 
388.4 404-5 208.3 
B2360 421.9 218 3 
392-4 408 62 307.5 
447.27 38405 366.7 
35547 Gulle ese 321.5 
372.0 328 8 330.7 
2530 23501 PLAS ey 
B6262 316.9 318.0 
371.1 310.3 33420 
462.0 465.0 401.0 
437.0 462.7 418 .3 
391.6 383.0 330.2 
429.8 430-7 395 ek 
431.6 518.7 428.2 
450.8 459.6 438.1 

Lh2o4 428.27 

438 8 420.7 

458 .6 446.3 


411.1 


2e Unchanged 


402 02 


+1025 


#20 .4 
+16.1 
421.2 
+2204 


411.5 
+1124 
+12.0 


+ 6.2 
+1604 
as 26> 
= ayy 


+ 228 
- 49 


Jul 7 
1954 Sales iF Inventory 
%e Jo 


a 505 


a 365 


+ 4e2 


= 32.0 
11.2 


=27.0 


-18.7 


+ 066 


~ lel 


= 9.8 
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WHOLESALE TRADE 


AUGUST 1952 


The results shown in this report are based on returns from 
400 wholesalers distributed over nine trades. They reflect trends 


in dollar-- volume of business and are not adjusted for changes in 
wholesale prices. 


The unadjusted index for the total of the nine trades (on 
the base of 1935-1939=100) stood at 367.7 for August 1952 compar- 
ed with 384.6 for July 1952, but unchanged fron August last year. 


_-. INDEXES OF SALES AND INVENTORIES 
~OF DRY GOODS AND GROCERY WHOLESALERS 
’ 1935—I1939=I00 


peli La Lg | ee I atest letenleih Taal Tol 
| DRY GOODS WHOLESALERS 


SALES 


SALES-ANNUAL AVERAGES 


all 
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Sales Trends by Trades 


Wholesale sales in August 1952 remained unchanged as compared with 
sales in August last year, according to figures subnitted by wholesalers 
in the nine trades covered by this survey. Wholesalers of auto parts and 
equipment registered the greatest increase in sales, 14% over August19 51, 
Sales of footwear and fruits and vegetables increased 9% and 5% respect- 
ively while a smaller gain of 2% was recorded by wholesalers of hardware. 
Tobacco and confectionery sales registered the greatest drop in sales-9% 
from August last year. Wholesalers of drugs and groceries both reported 
gales declines of 3%. Sales of dry goods and clothing dropped 24 and 1% 
respectively as compared with sales in August 4 year ago. 


Inventories 


Inventories at the end of August were 4% lower than at the same 
date last year. Clothing wholesalers, with a decline of 36%, again re- 
ported the greatest drop in stocks from the end of August 1951 .Stocks of 
fruits and vegetables and dry goods declined 26 % and 24 % respectively. 
Smaller declines were reported by wholesalers of footwear, auto partsand 
equipment,and hardware. Stocks of tobacco and confectionery were 10 per 
cent higher at the end of August 1952 than at the end of August last year. 
Slight gains in inventories were also reported by wholesalers of grocer- 
ies and drugs. 


Grocery and Dry Goods Wholesalers! Inventories 


Month and Index Numbers of Wholesale Inventories 
Year (Average for 1935-1939=100) 
Dry Goods ’ Grocery 
Wholesalers Wholesalers 
August 1951 Rigee 228 1 
July 1952 216.5 243.5 


August 1952 207.8 2oeat 


Wholesale Trade in Canada 3 
AUGUST, 1952 


Trade and Région (Average 1935-39 = 100) | Same month last year) 
August ° ee August pee Pages 
i % % 
Wholesale Trade!, Canada ...........| 367.7 38h .6 367.7 (2) hE 
Auto Parts and Equipment. .......... 605.0 581.0 D206 + WALA a byy 
Maritimes and Quebec .............. 522 oh 500.8 478.8 pt i inel 
SESS TR etl ee 562 ly 64,6 2 525.6 ae 750 
Western ercinose* [Sie 731.8 540.3 563.8 + 29.8 
Drugs .. eke 35h 9 366.2 36h, .4 - 2.7 + 0.8 
Maritimes’ ree fanat POntaria 338.4 54529 Seva = eg 
Western Provinces ........ccssscsccceee 409.7 433.7 405.2 + SPS 
COUGHING un ley «6259.5 170.5 262.9 sano Ars - 35.8 
PORWORE a, crciiiesccssn enn none 475.8 234.7 434 9 sac e - 9.2 
Dry Goods: eT S 20 sees 258.5 155.0 263.0 - 1.6 - 24.5 
Maritimes and Bnobe Pens 209 .6 Leis 213.0 | - 1.6 
flac) ee a 282.9 165.8 279.0 + el ey 
Western peee Sat 310.2 196.2 323.8 soley hie) 
Fruits and Vegetables... 313.1 387.8 EOE Ihe, Rou pat, - 26.5 
Maritimes and Quebec cesses 216.0 326.8 195.3 | + 10.6 
PINEAL ONO ne ee ey aa2 388.1 282.8 zee Mp 
Western Provinces .......ccecsseccsseeee 421.4 41,6 3 42h 8 - 0.8 
GOCETICS ..-..ceccsnsesecssscosssecsossccossccnscoess 323.8 355.8 332.6 | - 2.9 coop aes el 
BRST ENCSS 1 ot os sececcsosencsesnscssnoce 34562 372.0 3AL 02 a 0.3 
BOT. Se a eS 229.0 253.0 250.8 - 8.7 
CSOT ES be ace Geel 320.8 362.5 be Ps. Bp oy 
gt hg Poh 2 IL ae eae 340.2 371.1 334.8 ve ee: 
British Columbia ............cccseecee00- : 433.0 462.0 455.8 - 5.0 
Hard Ware oesescsccssssssssnssssseesnssssneeeee Lh9 6 436.5 130.1 egeet = 2.3 - 0.3 
MSPiEE GS coos tiscacoosea cocroenossotcconsandinss 385 .6 391.6 382.2 + 0.9 
CMG OG waco t ee ease ees scacssvsovesevnsche 2h 5 427.0 417.8 +EIL6 
lore TT ok, A elena een 413.6 ae 6 HLOSy Milde Os 
Western Provinces ....ccscccssscsssesees 4,93 01 eis! 
Tobacco and Confectionery .......... 415.1 - 8.7 +2 CO eG 
Maritimes and Quebec .............. 364, .5 420.7 - 14.5 
Ontario. eeeee ee es .. 462.5 7 - 5.6 
Western Provinces: ....sesccsseccessenees 394, GF ee st | 


2. Unchanged 


Note: Figures for Newfoundland are not included. 


1. Composite of Nine Trades 
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WHOLESALE TRADE 
SEPTEMBER 1952 


ener ead 


Phe results shown in this report are based on returns from 
400 wholesalers distributed over nine trades. They reflect trends 
in dollar volume of business and are not adjusted for changes in 
wholesale pricese 


The unadjusted index for the total of the nine trades (on 
the base of 1935=1939=100) stood at 403.6 for September 1952 com= 
pared with 357.0 for September a year ago and 365.8 for August 
19526 : 


PERCENTAGE CHANGES IN SALES AND INVENTORIES 
SEPTEMBER 1952 


RUD SOF COMPARED WITH PREVIOUS MONTH COMPARED WITH SAME MONTH A YEAR AGO 
BUSINESS “20% -10% 0 +10% +20% +30% + 40% -30% -20% -10% 0 +10% +20% +30% +40% 
i 


WHOLESALE 
TRADE 


AUTO PARTS 


& EQUIPMENT MESALES 
|_JINVENTORIES| 


| 
| 


DRUGS 


CLOTHING 


as 


FOOTWEAR 


DRY GOODS 


FRUITS and 
VEGETABLES 


GROCERIES 


HARDWARE 


TOBACCO and 
CONFECTIONERY 


Prepared in Merchandising and Services Section 


2 
Sales Trends Trade 


Wholesale sales in the nine trades covered by this survey rose 12% in Sep= 
tember 1952 as compared with September last year. All trades registered increa= 
sed sales. Wholesalers of footwear recorded the highest increase =- 33% over 
September a year ago. Sales of auto parts and equipment rose 27% while wholesa= 
lers of tobacco and confectionery reported a gain of 15%. Wholesalers of dry 
goods, hardware, and drugs registered increased sales of 14%. Smaller gains of 
12%, 9%, and 6% were reported by wholesalers of clothing, fruit and vegetables, 
and groceries respectively. 


inventories 


Inventories at the end of September were 3% lower than at the same date 
last year. Clothing wholesalers continued to show the greatest drop in invento= 
ry registering a decline of 30% from the end of September 1951. Stocks of dry 
goods and fruits and vegetables held by wholesalers declined 24% and 19% respec= 
tively. Stocks of footwear were 14% lower while inventories of auto parts and 
equipment decreased 3%. Stocks of tobacco and confectionery were 23% higher at 
the end of September 1952 than at the end of September a year agoe Slight gains 
in inventory were also reported by wholesalers of groceries, drugs, and hardware. 


Grocery and Dry Goods Wholesalers" Inventories 


Month and Index Numbers of Wholesale Inventories 
Year (Average for 1935=1939=100) 
Dry Goods Grocery 
Wholesalers Wholesalers 
September 1951 191.8 266.7 
August 1952 206.1 23207 


September 1952 253.0 2550 


Wholesale Trade in Canada _ 3 
SEPTEMBER, 1952 


a ( 
Monthly Indexes of Sales palate a el 
4 (Average 1935-39 = 100) Same month last year) 
Trade and Region 5 a ——— ail a8 
spepubert) eeeee (R) epeer a Balas mentors 
‘ | | Neral sere % 
Wholesale Trade!, Canada ........... 403 06 365.8 357.0 + 11.8 - 3.42 
Auto Parts and Equipment ........... 13202 598.8 57400 + 27h = 3.3 
Maritimes and Quebec ............... 625.7 498.0 52465 + 19.3 
STE See re 729 9 560 8 562.3 + 29.8 
Western ProvinceS..........ssececss0e0e 814-8 731.8 628 .7 + 29.6 
\ NTT ce le ie 385 06 3556 338.1 + 14-1 + 201 
Maritimes, Quebec and Ontario 38405 339 4 3L2 04 + 12.3 
Western Provinces ...........e0..00 389 01 409.7 32367 + 20.2 
Celt Ct Sa ince ae ee a ae 330.8 259 2 296 07 + 11.5 = 30.5 
IEW GUE ere eestor heck Shrckesoeicce 575 6 47409 (AS Porik + 33.2 = 13.6 
DEY GOOUST nacre teetiec ne 34205 257 8 299 e2 + 14-5 = 2he2 
Maritimes and Quebec ..........06 B22e7 209 6 280.4 + 15.1 
CD YCRT KOR © eerie igs while any eee 352.5 280 el 306.0 - 1503 
Western Provinces ................00 36361 310.2 321.3 + 13.0 
Fruits and Vegetables...................... 29509 312.6 269 4 + 9.1 = 19.0 
Maritimes and Quebec ...........0.. 20261 216.6 191.62 + 507 
Wey Oe ee eR 27202 29267 249.3 + 922 
Western Provinces ....cecccccsssesesseesee 406 62 421.8 36167 + 12.3 
GRR OCOTIOS Feilesvccteassscveocesvesectesicscececccesss 339 e2 321.8 317 o4 cs 665 + heey 
IVIBPLELING Slice teeccescctincsontectecesactexsesseves 33302 342.5 325 04 + 264 
STEEN 0 oe eet ee 268 of, 22202 25302 + 6.0 
ONE Se eee rc en 319.9 319.8 31409 + 1.6 
SY RE Wg (CTST etree ee hei Se a 3520 34002 3146 + 1129 
British Columbia. .....scccsscsssccese- .| 496.0 4330 43407 + lAe1 
Hardware ....cccsssssssssssssssssesesecececeeceenncees Dele3 449.6 458.01 + Tiel Tee 
MaribiMes ic. dosc.cu.ccthene, 498.4 3856 44402 + 1262 
ENO DCE ee Pets ocslve caaiasecesiet 549.0 A2he5 LB204 + 13.8 
(Dyn Re Na fa he pacaeatr, Ba Baie it kU 53h 413 Ag 500.4 + 6.8 
Western Provinces ..........ccccsseceeees 50301 49301 42305 + 18.8 
Tobacco and Confectionery .......... 4299 + 2320 
Maritimes and Quebec ................ 416.2 
SUE (t= ey anes a aR 443 07 
Western Provinces ...csesccssscssnsseoes 42223 


1. Composite of Nine Trades 
Note: Figures for Newfoundland are not included. 
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The results shown in this report are based on returns from 
400 wholesalers distributed over nine trades. They reflect trends 
in dollar volume of business and are not adjusted for changes in 
wholesale prices. 


The unadjusted index for the total of the nine trades (on 
the base of 1935-1939=100) stood at 415.5 for October 1952 com= 
pared with 383.7 for October a year ago and 404.0 for September 
19526 
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Sales Trends by Trades 


All nine trades surveyed contributed to the over all increase of 8% in sales 
over October 1951. The clothing trades showed the greatest gains over last year 
with footwear wholesalers again recording the highest percentage increase at 37%. 
Wholesalers of clothing reported a 34% gain in sales over October 1951 and other 
trade increases ranged downward to one of 0.6% for grocery wholesalers. For most 
trades, percentage gains in sales over last year were higher in the western provin= 
ces than in the other parts of the country. 


inventories 


Inventories at the end of October, as for September, were 3% lower than at 
the same date last yeare The clothing trades recorded the greatest drops in stocks 
with declines of 28% for clothing wholesalers, 23% for wholesalers of dry goods, 
and 12% for footwear wholesalers. Tobacco and confectionery wholesalers showed a 
decrease of 5% in inventories. Nominal gains were recorded in the other trades 
except fruits and vegetables where the dollar value of inventories were 19% above 
last year's level. 


Month and Index Numbers of Wholesale Inventories 
Year (Average for 1935=1939=100) 

NN RRR RS SSS 

Dry Goods Grocery 
Whole er 

October 1951 277 e 4 2 5 5 Pe) 

September 1952 191.8 267.0 

October 1952 21467 25720 
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Wholesale Trade in Canada 
OCTOBER, 1952 


Monthly Indexes of Sales 


Percentage Change 


(Current pout. ever 
Trade and Region 3 ae es ses erie eee ey 
October (P)iSeptember{R October 
=e ; 1952 1952 195] Sales Inventory 
| Je Ie 
Wholesale Trade', Canada ........... 4155 4040 383.7 +o (A 2 eno 
Auto Parts and Equipment. ........... 681.8 7309 5S0e1 +. 11765 Dats 
Maritimes and Quebec ............... 662 7 6257 556.9 + 19.0 
PIE BTA reves at vvecscaconsy woceqcievee 696 6 To a, 588.8 + 18.3 
Western Provinces...............000s+ 67361: 814.8 583.8 Pen 
DOE AIS ee ect ook op eelac os so er oanine ah sale £3.62 3859 40405 + 6.5 leo 
Maritimes, Quebec and Ontario A16 sh 384-9 393.6 ey 5.8 
Western Provinces ................06 480-4 389.1 L107) + 9.0 
iQOC WCRI Bec creetr cece scars cusses csasteeccs eee 568 20 S75 06 414-9 + 36 ie) 11.9 
DEY GOOKS | 555 Gotsn.. -nssecessecoseceseesoe cn 336.1 31361 289.0 + 16.5 D2 6 
Maritimes and Quebec .............. 297.6 Sey smal 251.8 no S62 
BT ENG ee proc cctncnc ck Soescivinnes 368 65 352.8 315.5 + 16.8 
Western Provinces ................ 364.8 B63 61. 22 Ted + 13.6 
Fruits and Vegetables...................... BVA 295 03 262 3 * (203 18.9 
Maritimes and Quebec .................. 207 2 ROP aA 2DOZeo + Rok 
ONE AFI Olas perc ceacecsasssacevkerseceasioweescatens 2859 272.0 2425 + 17.9 
Western Provinces ....-.c.sccsessess0es: 469.8 HOLE, 336.8 + 39.5 
REPEC IES Fe ao ccoss coo cas cectoece 3199 340.9 316.0 + 0.6 0.8 
PAE LIGS Oe cage oe sence secon envecacbands 373 oh 935.00 BOL eo + 342 
QUe DECI scsetstcsre eee ieecttctessics 266.0 269.2 298 25 - 10.9 
ORC ARTO mere erecta 348 PLS) 320 {8 33460 + Le2 
GCE 2 Ce ieee 3358 3539 O32 = + ae Le 
British Columbia ............0.0scce0e . 503 «7 503 4 473.0 + 665 
BRIO WLC ooo ocbeccscesss cessesesdccccesesssccecedseses SAL Ie 5206 189 3 + 605 14 
Maribimes Petretectrccmttiscctsscsec sie 529-0 498 4 502 4 + 53 
CRICDOG Eee eee ee ene rte 541.20 549.0 495 4 + - 9.2 
Onbarton cre cterects tes ete Rotssceesusess 529 3 53404 HAS of + 2 08 
Western Provinces ............sscssseees ob ee) 
Tobacco and Confectionery .......... + Bie 5-0 
Maritimes and Quebec. .........::.0+: = 5.6 
OIE a Eey ste Sis aa ar ee + 68 
Western Provinces ....sesssssessssees + 10.6 


1. Composite of Nine Trades 
Note: Figures for Newfoundland are not included. 
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The results shown in this report are based on returns from 
400 wholesalers distributed over nine trades. They reflect trends 
in dollar volume of business and are not adjusted for changes in 
wholesale pricese 


The unadjusted index for the total of the nine trades (on 
the base of 1935=-1939=100) stood at 362.6 for November 1952 com= 
pared with 364.4 for November a year ago and 414.1 for October 
19526 


PERCENTAGE CHANGES IN SALES AND INVENTORIES 
NOVEMBER 1952 


KIND OF BUSINESS COMPARED WITH PREVIOUS MONTH COMPARED WITH SAME MONTH A YEAR AGO 
=40%'—30% =20% —l0Y% 0 +10% +20% +30% —30% -20% -10% O +10% +20% 
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Sales Trend Trade 


Sales for the nine trades covered in this survey were 0.%% lower in November 
this year than last yeare The clothing and dry goods trades showed increased sales 
of 4% and 13% respectively; auto parts and equipment wholesalers 8% while fruit and 
vegetable and tobacco and confectionery wholesalers showed slight gains in sales. 
Four trades reported decreased sales with footwear the lowest at 8% below November 


1951. 


Inventories 


Inventories at the end of November were fractionally lower than at the same 
date last years This decline was a result of reduced stocks held by the clothing 
tradese The greatest drop in inventories occurred in the clothing trade ( -24% ) 
with dry goods and footwear showing declines of 15% and 7% respectively. The other 
six trades reported slight increases in dollar value of inventories over November 


1951. 


Grocery and Dry Goods Wholesalers' Inventories 
CE I CT CN Ae a Ce Es as a a ra ti et te 


Month and Index Numbers of Wholesale Inventories 
Year (Average for 1935-1939=100) 
Dry Goods . Grocery 
Wholesalers Wholesalers 
November 1°51 PeoeU 278 5 
October 1952 eae 256.8 


November 1952 190.0 283 5 


Wholesale Trade in Canada 3 
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Monthly Indexes of Sales Po ee anes 
5 (Average 1935-39 = 100) Same month last year) 
Trade and Region 3 
Movgabsr ( P) Ootgber (R) November “7 Hae Ss | Inventory 
% %o 
Wholesale Trade!, Canada ........... 362.6 Pa ae 36 este =k Oae ae Ont 
Auto Parts and Equipment ........... 564.8 673 65 SPY + 7.9 + e2 
Maritimes and Quebec ............... 530.8 65565 497.0 + 6,8 
0100 tay ndle, Bae eRe phar pe ee Bey] 693.0 529.1 =a led 
Western Provinces.............secee 65664 67361 53401 Keres 
DEI SS teeta cte es cco rea ssc atin ancoececeviasnctes 384.3 A3lec 38709 | = 0.9 | + 365 
Maritimes, Quebec and Ontario 369.9 416.4 379.0 = 204 | 
Western Provinces ...............00000 L324 480.4 LALIG + 3.6 | 
MS LOtH rng Wet ie ceeeot os evitc coovev shonsden betel vie 322.8 203.7 309.8 eee = 2hel 
ootwearer 00.0 eae sbem 565.9 By Ul eas caiey) 4 the 
TRY ROOK Fern, a ion specs cdesicecre 314.5 336.0 280.8 ee ple ~ 14.8 
Maritimes and Quebec .............. 298 22 eo 7.6L CI 362 + 22.6 
ena - eee LS eee Spalya 368.5 317.8 + 9.1 
Western Provinces ........c.ceccsee-- 333.0 364.8 306.9 + 8.5 
Fruits and Vegetables......... aD re 292 3 319.9 288 26 + 1.3 + 14.4 
Maritimes and Quebec .......ce..0..+- 220.1 2072 Co dee - 1.4 
EEILALIG peacete rete aici, 275.6 288 «1 2o563 - 344 
Western Provinces ....cscsccsscesssesnee 376.1 45504 354-5 + 661 
TREC 2a eae ned 3055 3498 321.6 - 56 + 1.8 
Maritimest ia. 326.5 373 01 336.9 - 31 
COIL DOC Mr creer esetehecsoctsccssecececssecdecensies 228 6 2660 261.6 - 12.6 
Sribario gi tere 293 3 346 02 31965 - 8.2 
EAT Rt se eet Spee Oe SR Ded 305 60 33604 314.8 - 3el 
British Columbia cesses -| ALB 4 508 69 429 05 + hed 
ee ee 464.9 522.5 4706 a ston! AP 1.9 
Marines won| 3834 | 52980 | 370. | + 346 
SIs aoe Cae 50761 940 «5 902 «1 + 1.0 
Seeger 180.3 529.8 507.7 = OE 
MUATLO Me ceeercsccteee octet eeclecrcrotetcies a 508.1 ALB 66  Reph 
Western Provinces ..........c.:cc.sssses0s 4166 = Ms 
Tobacco and Confectionery .......... 415.3 460.02 413 05 eee oes 
Maritimes and Quebec veeescuen 386 3 A715 40003 ea 
Enitarioe ee Ne’ & 428.7 ete ale ne 
WESLEMMBErOVINCOsiesrcesterteeiets 4358 438 04 405 24 NG 


1. Composite of Nine Trades 
Note: Figures for Newfoundland are not included. 
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The results shown in this report are based on returns from 
400 wholesalers distributed over nine trades. They reflect trends 
in dollar volume of business and are not adjusted for changes in 
wholesale prices. 


The unadjusted index for the total of the nine trades (on 
the base of 1935-1939=100) stood at 341.5 for December 1952 com= 
pared with 307.2 for December a year ago and 362.2 for November 
1952. ; 


INDEXES OF SALES AND INVENTORIES 
OF DRY GOODS AND GROCERY WHOLESALERS 
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les T Trade 


Increased sales during December 1952 in each of the nine trades covered by 
this survey, resulted in an overall gain of 12% compared with December 1951. Who- 
lesalers of footwear recorded increased sales of 32% over December last year. Subs- 
tantial gains of 28%, 25%, and 22% were reported by wholesalers of dry goods, clo= 
thing, and drugs respectively. The other five trades showed increased sales ran=- 
ging from 15% to 2%. 


Inventories 


Inventories at the end of December 1952 were less than 1% lower than at the 
same date last yeare Again the greatest drop occurred in the clothing trade where 
stocks declined 22%. Footwear and dry goods wholesalers reported decreased stocks 
of 21% and 9% respectively, while stocks held by hardware wholesalers declined J%- 
Increases in inventory ranging from 16% to less than 1% were reported by the five 
other trades covered in this survey. 


Grocery and Dry Goods Wholesalers' Inventories 


Month and Index Numbers of Wholesale Inventories 
Year (Average for 1935=1939=100) 
Dry Goods Grocery 
Wholesalers Wholesalers 
December 1951 20401 228.1 
November 1952 190.0 287 4 


December 1952 180.7 243 e4 


Wholesale Trade in Canada 


DECEMBER, 1952 


Monthly Indexes of Sales 
(Average 1935-39 = 100) 


Percentage Change 
(Current month over 
Same month last year) 


Trade and Region 


Wholesale Trade', Canada ...........|  341¢5 36262 307.2 + 11.6 - 0.5 
Auto Parts and Equipment ........... 5052 561.7 L410 2 + 14.9 + 269 
Maritimes and Quebec ...............| 4929 516.9 438 1 + 12.5 
CONC ALI Oeaercctr cree terccese cece se secduecs 545 el! SPAY! L601: + 14-5 
Western Provinces............00e00+- 45301 656.4 386.6 cena AP 
WRUNG Sree errors oo sao e cence cen cacseconsec 391-1 386.4 32062 + 21.9 + O4 
Maritimes, Quebec and Ontario} 371-5 372.6 309.6 + 20.0 
Western Provinces .........:.0s0.e.00 4562 A324 3553 + 28.4 
Clothing .................. 2519 Beles 200 9 + 25 4 a 2129 
FF QOC WOM Boo o.es cas ono cocsccesscacées es ccevcdeves 304.8 B53 ol Cole. + 319 bed 20.8 
DE VIGO0US foe es iawn tance |)  LoOed 314.5 145 61 + 27.8 = 9.3 
Maritimes and Quebec ............. ee 298 .2 130.7 + 18.7 
Ontario ie seccretertecsseccccces os othe ks 184-4 3214 1514 + 21.8 
Western Provinces ................ | 237eL 333.0 161.2 + £7 el 
Fruits and Vegetabies aunivatoareccsersccuse 322 oli 2911 B15 FX@) + Ze0 + 15 06 
Maritimes and Quebec ou... 22604 22001 219.6 + 3.1 
CUAL Olecetertet creer crecses ct eccccssectenness 303 5) 271.6 311 0 = 2 4 
Western Provinces .....ssecsssssssseenes 429 9 376.1 410.2 + 48 
MIP OTOH oo sin coer teccs cctsisscocsscesa 28369 305-8 259-1 + 8.8 + 667 
WEBEL CL IO arcs ecsszescespesasszsecaxseuseseness 299.0 326.5 280.2 + 607 
SCT alah dwanec Re 215.6 227.9 22168 = 2.8 
TY Fe RE a A eal SOR 297.9 29409 27 Le) + 8.7 
BPO IE TOG erro scrrtieireeceasecacncacesiacesas 250.2 305.0 22302 + 22.1 
British Columbia ...........ccseseees «| £259 448.0 341.0 + 24.9 
BRA OE Osseo sess ccevesscasssbaceotannesniant Hepes L6Le7 379 4 + 11.6 = 3.6 
MSC ER ote crcsersaestcesezsaste cosessanet 330.5 383.4 291.7 + 1363 
CIGD OC seacereccacsaxsclacsasatedcovaescsseesace 410 A) 507 el 377 20 + 8.8 
PO GF eras conc paas Tar esctesteciceocovacede + 10.2 
Western Provinces ......ssccsceeresees + 13.5 
Tobacco and Confectionery .......... + 8.1 + 12.0 
Maritimes and Quebec ................. + 
ci. AE te ER + 
+ 


1. Composite of Nine Trades 
Note: Figures for Newfoundland are not included. 
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The results shown in this report are based on returns from 
400 wholesalers distributed over nine trades. They reflect trends 
in dollar volume of business and are not adjusted for changes in 
wholesale prices. 


The unadjusted index for the total of the nine trades (on 
the base of 1935-1939*100) stood at 308.9 for January 1953 com - 
pared with 310.2 for January a year ago and 340.9 for December 1952. 


PERCENTAGE CHANGES IN SALES AND INVENTORIES 
JANUARY 1953 


KIND OF BUSINESS COMPARED WITH PREVIOUS MONTH COMPARED WITH SAME MONTH A YEAR AGO 
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Sales Trends by Trades 


Wholesale sales, in the nine trades covered by this survey, were fract- 
jonally lower in January 1953 as compared with January 1952. Decreased sales 
were reported by wholesalers of fruits and vegetables, drugs, groceries, hard- 
ware and tobacco and confectionery - 5%, 4%, 3%, 2% and 1% respectively. Sales 
of dry goods and footwear increased 19% and 11% respectively over sales in Jan- 
uary last year, while sales of auto parts and equipment and clothing registered 
smaller gains of 7% and 3% respectively. 


Inventories 
Inventories at the end of January 1953 were 3% higher than at the same 
date last year. All trades with the exceptions of clothing and footwear regis- 


tered increased stocks ranging from 8% to 1%. Inventories of clothing and foot- 
wear were approximately 12% lower than at the end of January a year ago. 


Grocery and Dry Goods Wholesalers! Inventories 


= 


Index Numbers of Wholesale Inventories 


Month and (Average for 1935-1939=100) 
Year 
Dry Goods Grocery 
Wholesalers Wholesalers 
January 1952 215.9 238.6 
December 1952 LoS PAR 


January 1953 22a. 251 af 


Wholesale Trade in Canada 5 
JANUARY, 1953 


Trade and Region ae 1935-39 e100) | Same month last year) 
yeas (P peers Se ery ee rere (tee 
i | nile pee Sha ie ace 
Wholesale Trade!, Canada ........... 308.9° 340.9 S1Oce 9) + 3.3 
Auto Parts and Equipment. ........... 482.4 507.3 Hey ie + 6.8 +. 845 
Maritimes and Quebec .............. 36) 33 500.3 Sy alent = 2.7 
Ontario ets o.ccs ons cosceevevnts 50.0 Sigox 1 498.5 at Bes5! 
Western ProvinceS..............0000- DAINS 454.3 438.6 + 20.8 
WOR UEg 8 oo occa ne 357.5 393 9 371205 - 3.9 Bh 
Maritimes, Quebec and Ontario 356.4 Bi Dee 365.9 2.6 
Western Provinces .............000000 362.6 L562 394.6 - 8.1 
COLLET AT'S a0 AO ei ao no a 216.0 Lu 69 210.7 tees - 11.6 
BF DOG WORE oo oan oop soec kesh cael 186.7 303 4 167.6 ee eyh = il.5 
TEV OOS aca ecccsssctcsnseeoectcon Us) 186.9 166 «1 + 18.6 + 3.8 
Maritimes and Quebec .............. Lo eye 155.1 126.6 oa fates: 
Ontario .. ait, a A 24641 184.4 196.5 +2950 
Western Provinces .................. Paso Pow ok 196.7 * 18.5 
Fruits and Vegetables...................... 23092 322 hi 200.3 - 5.0 erie D 
Maritimes and Quebec ................. 183.9 226.8 SOE esto) 
ByCCTY A aa a ralten ne 275 30442 297 ol - 74 
Western Provinces ......ccscscsssssseessee 29950 429.9 PAYERS +> O56 
GPOCOTICH Fences sictesscccesassvessnsncsoesonssesscs 286.7 282.7 292.8 - 2.9 +05 
Maritimes to 6 63ers ccas Phe Wee 29920 296.9 + .0.1 
Queer cet 168.8 216.9 190.5 -l.4 
ONGANIDN ctecerssaccosceecseccc ssstsscccreccseostteen 286 3 a9 769 pO - 5.1 
Sat lp Cy ee A 308.7 20's, 299.0 ce aa 
British Columbia ...........c.sse.0 3 440.9 411.2 429.7 +0 
Ald W are heritecccccoccotecte tence nes 358.8 423.4 365.9 - 1.5 +25 
MATICIMCE. onc. cssartcteeectacrteneiic Zioed 250.5 242.8 te 6S 
CHICN CE ease renee Asem: 364.9 409.8 SIPEG - 7.5 
Onbartonen 2.0m rane, a 405.5 514.2 406.7 - 0.3 
Western Provinces .....csscccsessessseseee Bias 1 393.1 BL 7.0 1.4 
Tobacco and Confectionery .......... 0.9 coe Ay Ty 
Maritimes and Quebec ............... ee 
Ontariowre eee 0.9 
Western Provinces ....c.ss:scsscesseeeees Be 


1. Composite of Nine Trades 


Note: Figures for Newfoundland are not included. 
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ace 


The results shown in this report are based on returns from 
400 wholesalers distributed over nine trades. They reflect trends 
in dollar volume of business and are not adjusted for changes in 
wholesale prices. 


The unadjusted index for the total of the nine trades (on 
the base of 1935=-1939=100) stood at 305.0 for February 1953 com = 
pared with 314.9 for February a year ago and 309.1 for Jamary 1953. 


INDEXES OF SALES AND INVENTORIES 


OF DRY GOODS AND GROCERY WHOLESALERS 
1935-—1939=100 
400 LCL Ui auntie 0 Nba ppt Gelman) Oke 
| ony GOODS WHOLESALERS 


300 


SALES~ANNUAL AVERAGES 


INVENTORIES 


\ 


Daca ass 45 ‘47 ‘49 ‘si's2 J 1951 J 1952 


Sales Trend Trade 


Wholesale sales continued to decline in February 19536 Sales for the nine 
trades covered in this survey were 3% lower than in the same month last years 
Decreased sales were reported by wholesalers of tobacco and confectionery, 
fruits and vegetables, hardware, groceries, and drugs - 13%, 8%, 6%, 5%, and 
1% respectively. Sales of footwear were 13% higher than in February 1952. 
Wholesalers of auto parts and equipment and dry goods reported increased sales 
of 11% while clothing sales were 5% higher. 


Inventories 


Stocks held by wholesalers were 4% higher at the end of February 1953 than 
at the same date last years Higher inventories, ranging from 11% to 4% were 
recorded by wholesalers of dry goods, auto parts and equipment, groceries, 
and hardwareo Stocks of footwear were 19% lower than at the end of February 
1952, while stocks of tobacco and confectionery and clothing declined 9% and 
7h respectively. Inventories of drugs and fruits and vegetables were only 
slightly lower than a year agoe 


Grocery and Dry Goods Wholesalers? Inventories 


Index Numbers of Wholesale Inventories 


Month and (Average for 1935~1939=100) 
Year 
Dry Goods Grocery 
Wholesalers Wholesalers 
February 1952 2302 23320 
January 1953 219 8 25167 


February 1953 256.0 24305 


Wholesale Trade in Canada 
FEBRUARY, 1953 


Percentage Change 
(Current month over 
same month last year) 


Monthly Indexes of Sales 
(Average 1935-39 = 100) 


Trade and Region 


February 
1952 Inventory 


Wholesale Trade’, Canada ........... + 3.7 
Auto Parts and Equipment. .......... + + 7.8 
Maritimes and Quebec ............... 479 6 = Ool 
Ontario se ee eves seceereccece ce ee cece cece ssesesere 558 09 508 00 521.4 + 762 
Western Provinces...........s..0...-.-. 625 8 5303 504607 + 2420 
Drugs #0 eb 0s 00 ccavccee cocncccccnccosecccoccse-cccsces 345 9 360.9 347 9 bal 0.7 Lx) 1.7 
Maritimes, Quebec and Ontario 32567 360.4 330.0 = 1.3 
Western Provinces ......c.cescccseeeeees £13.02 362.6 407 05 + led 
Clothing walsuiseoncussadasinnrcscesioe arsactenecsccere 2419 215 e3 230.6 + Ae9 ~ 70 
F cotwear Maisecslvaunebes'ed ce sseccaceacoccucececeee 34169 189 06 303 26 > 12.6 = 19 el 
Dry Goods Ssleuecscagwessenaderecusecnees occseeet 248 AS 193 20 225 o2 + 10.6 + vee 
Maritimes and Quebec .............. 218 4 by esi 194.0 + 12.6 
UO Jal ag Fel tect a a 284.9 2161 268 05 + 6el 
Western Provinces .........cc.ccsesee0- 260 3 226 4 233 2 + 11.6 
Fruits and Vegetables.............c.cc0... 25202 238 25 273 oh = 726 @ 1.0 
Maritimes and Quebec eibsedcececeenence, 242 o4 183 oJ 252 05 i) 40 
DOtariOme tee nk ek 23726 Zipel 281.9 = 1567 
Western Provinces .......cccccsseesseees 27 hel 259 6 28604 = he 
CROCOTIOE oro eR ods scdsccuccocssese. PH AGLS 288.1 28369 = 1.8 + Lo5 
IMO@FI GI MOS tecccsstteree sce oese ec oocececctecees 272 el 297 o2 28426 - he 4 
Que Decrement ee eccloss 191.0 169.4 206.0 = 763 
ONCariO met eee eee P55) 06 286 23 27265 = 603 
Prairies 20 eos cs. 21362 306 2 279 9 = 24 
British Columbia .............csssss0e é 448 29 449 0 461.28 = 2,8 
RUGIWOPG rrr orescence ene 33662 359 0 357 o3 wm 5 oS + Led 
Maritimen 23.5.0 556, dittcisessecessestveee 243 06 263 07 239 3 + 1.8 
uehecrer a soy in eee a TF 304-3 3649 SERIA: = 5.63 
Nar iOe se eAee eer... 390.5 405-5 40501 = 326 
Western Provinces. .......ceccccesseseesess 33662 34402 367 20 = 8.4 
Tobacco and Confectionery .......... - = 9.5 
Maritimes and Quebec ................ es 
OnUario Pesce rcs creercsivuce - 
Western Provinces .......cccecssssseseeee 


1. Composite of Nine Trades 

Note: Figures for Newfoundland are not included. 
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WHOLESALE TRADE 
MARCH, 1953 


Secccmais 


The results shown in this report are based on returns from 
400 wholesalers distributed over nine trades. They reflect trends 
in dollar volume of business and are not adjusted for changes in 
wholesale prices. 


The unadjusted index for the total of the nine trades (on 
the base of 1935=1939=100) stood at 349.0 for March 1953 compared 
with 335.5 for March a year ago and 304.4 for February 1953. 


PERCENTAGE CHANGES IN SALES AND INVENTORIES 
MARCH 1953 


KIND OF BUSINESS COMPARED WITH PREVIOUS MONTH COMPARED WITH SAME MONTH A YEAR AGO 
-10% 0 +10% +20% +30% +40% —30% -20% -10% 0 + 10% +20% + 30% + 40% 
| | 


| 
WHOLESALE | | | 


TRADE | 
GBSALES 

AUTO PARTS 

AND EQUIPMENT [INVENTORIES 


DRUGS 


CLOTHING 


FOOTWEAR 


DRY GOODS 


FRUITS AND 
VEGETABLES 


GROCERIES 


HARDWARE 


TOBACCO AND 
CONFECTIONERY 
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Sales Trends by Trades 


Wholesale sales moved upward in March, sales for the nine trades covered 
in this survey being almost 4% higher than in the same month last year. Whole= 
salers of auto parts and equioment registered the greatest increase in sales, 
17% above last year's March level, followed by wholesalers of clothing with an 
inerease of 13%, drugs 10%, dry goods 9%, tobacco and confectionery 6%, groce= 
ries 3%, and hardware with 1%. Sales of fruits and vegetables declined 8% while 
sales of footwear were 2% lower than in March a year agoe 


Inventories 


Stocks held by wholesalers were 5% higher at the end of March 1953 than 
at the same date last year. Month-end inventories of tobacco and confectionery 
were 31% higher than a year earlier. Wholesalers of dry goods, auto parts and 
equipment, hardware, and groceries reported increased stocks of 16%, ll%, 6% 
and less than 1% respectively. Stocks of footwear were 23% lower than a year 
ago while stocks of fruits and vegetables declined 14%, drugs 3%, and clothing 


2h 


Grocery and Dry Goods Wholesalers’ Inventories 


Index Numbers of Wholesale Inventories 


Month and (Average for 1935=1939=100) 
Year 
Dry Goods Grocery 
Wholesalers Wholesalers 
March 1952 23401 264-0 
February 1953 25565 2440 


March 1953 27205 2645 


Wholesale Trade in Canada 


Percentage Change 


Monthly Indexes of Sales (Current month over 
Trade and Region (Average 1935-39 = 100) Same month last year) 
| March (P) sing eae March Inventory 
% 
Wholesale Trade!, Canada ........... 349.0 304.4 335.25 + 326 + 563 
Auto Parts and Equipment ........... 5632 556-8 479 6 oon Aba ds wef 
Maritimes and Quebec ............... 421.7 461.4 429 9 = 1.9 
Cnbaricner mete aa 6394 558 9 48420 eral 
Western Provinces.............ces0see+e: 550.9 624.3 509.6 ey ogsieal 
TCT ieee 357 0 34605 325.0 + 10.0 - 207 
Maritimes, Quebec and Ontario 34128 BFE; 308 5 + 10.8 
Western Provinces ............0:s0e+0: L407 oh 4157 3800 + 7Te2 
Glotbingeetrr ee. 308 06 243 05 271.29 + 13.5 - 1.6 
ROOtWOOh eect 35501 3409 361.2 - 1.7 = 231 
DE VGOOdE Yetta 293 3 249 5 270 el + 8.8 + 16.4 
Maritimes and Quebec ............0 Ped pee 221.0 ei leG + 12.7 
Lar iOMet occa e us| eb ee 28409 oral, +o Sef 
Western Provinces ............:s..-- 318 9 260.3 296 61 + 7e7 
Fruits and Vegetables ............0.0..... 282 3 2529 307 2 -~ 7.9 = 14.0 
Maritimes and Quebec ................. 259.8 242.4 288 .0 - 9.8 
OnGariomectss se ee 29745 23923 34129 = 13.0 
Western Provinces ...c.c.ccccscscsseeees 291-0 27hek 296 23 - eo 
Groceries 22.25..0 oe th ee 300.6 270.6 2o2e + 267 ek Ose 
Maritimes ect ttesaccsonseso-nccastee tes 309 3 27201 33763 - 8.3 
CUCDOCE Catto oe ee 207 6 189.1 2178 = hel 
CONE ALI eee ceccce coctenszeescnestteoettetsetncceeae 286-3 ESS 06 278 en + 209 
Prairies: Aco erect icteccrtmiccrsietectss 310 9) 273 ry 276 Ps} + ne Pye) 
British Columbia «0... AGA 16 4L48 09 437 9 + 77 
WU AY WARE Ss ny bcicsnoccscacssccenscseessocccavease 416.0 395 20 410 e7 + Ia! + 602 
Maritimes tttincsc carat. 336.6 243 06 Bloee + 78 
QUO DOCH eocsere eerste ne ceesboecnnrecetevase 38207 301 el 390 Ppl = 1.9 
OTE SP IDs eso o.csh cs eslescteviecoets 4823 388 5 LLleT + 9.2 
Western Provinces ......ccccceccseseeeeee 407 7 33602 419.0 = 27 
Tobacco and Confectionery .......... 415.8 313.0 390 9 + 664 Pre coe BAA 
Maritimes and Quebec ................ 433 «1 27heh 407 4 + 
Ontaric et wee tee L048 339.2 384.8 + 
Western Provinces ...csscssssssseesseeses 410.6 320.5 + 


1. Composite of Nine Trades 
Note: Figures for Newfoundland are not included. 
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WHOLESALE TRADE 


APRIL, 1953 


renege 


The results shown in this report are based on returns from 
400 wholesalers distributed over nine trades. 
in dollar volume of business and are not adjusted for changes in 


wholesale prices. 


They reflect trends 


The unadjusted index for the total of the nine trades (on 
the base of 1935-1939=100) stood at 366.6 for April 1953 compared 
with 361.9 for April a year ago and 349.1 for March 1953. 


INDEXES OF SALES AND INVENTORIES 
OF DRY GOODS AND GROCERY WHOLESALERS 


1935—-1939=100 


DRY GOODS WHOLE 
Ie 


YE TATE ST Ha a ae 
ALERS 


(allele amie | O50 


SALES~ANNUAL AVERAGES 


| GROCERY WHOLESA 


1941 43 45 


2 


sales Trends by Trades 


Wholesale sales were only fractionally higher in April 1953 than in the same 
month last year, according to figures submitted by wholesalers in the nine trades 
covered in this survey. Sales of auto parts and equipment again recorded the 
greatest gain (14%), followed by footwear with an increase of 11%, drugs and hard- 
ware 5%, dry goods 3%, clothing and groceries less than 1%. Wholesalers of fruits 
and vegetables recorded a decline in sales of 10% while wholesalers of tobacco and 
confectionery reported sales 5% lower than in April last year. 


torie 


Stocks held by wholesalers were 7% higher at the end of April 1953 than at 
the same date last year. Substantial gains in month-end inventories were reported 
by wholesalers of tobacco and confectionery, dry goods, and auto parts and equip= 
ment, 24%, 19% and 15% respectively. Smaller gains of 9%, 5%, and 4% were reported 
by wholesalers of footwear, groceries, and hardware. Stocks of clothing declined 
9% aah year ago while stocks of fruits and vegetables were 7% lower and 
drugs 5 ES 


Index Numbers of Wholesale Inventories 


Month and (Average for 1935=1939=100) 
Year 
Dry Goods Grocery 
Wholesalers Wholesalers 
March 1953 27205 264.5 


April 1952 208 -7 25207 


Trade and Region 


Wholesale Trade in Canada 


Monthly Indexes of Sales Percentage Change 


(Current month over 
Same month last year) 


(Average 1935-39 = 100) 


= 
| Bee pas Sales Inventory 
es | Jo 
Wholesale Trade!, Canada ........... 366.6 349.1 361.9 + 0.8 + 6.9 
Auto Parts and Equipment. ........... 592.9 562.7 516.9 + 14.5 + 15.5 
Maritimes and Quebec ............... 45926 42167 425.6 + 8.0 
GES Te) eae ee 611.4 638.4 515.1 + 18.7 
Western Provinces...............000000 663.1 550.9 587.3 + 12.9 
BPE ANE SS rare oe ces oss 2a cacadace Ae lanss p-aishedcees 387.2 356.7 367.7 + 565 = A& 
Maritimes, Quebec and Ontario 373.6 341-5 349.2 + 720 
Western ProvinCes %eevse..csssecsocscnes 43204 407 04 429 4 + 0.7 
Clothing .. 265 8 301.3 263-4 + 0.9 = 9.0 
Maritimes and Quebec ............ 25263 279.3 24104 + 45 
Ontario ie, ceccisccc ee eee 24169 288 2 238.3 + 1.5 
Western Provinces ......ccscssce- 245 el 318 69 24302 + 0.8 
Fruits and Vegetables...................... 329.8 28326 368 .2 - 10.1 - 7.2 
Maritimes and Quebec .....ce.se..0.--. 282.0 259.8 328 63 ~- 14-1 
Ob Arwen ceeteceeet es tessecessoccetceseestle=e 379 4, 298 1 443 02 - WA.4 
Western Provinces ....ceccccseessseeeees 334-0 29402 343 3 - 2.7 
GLOCETICS o..esesssssssssssscssssssssssssssseseseseen 313.2 300.7 309.7 # 0.3 + 5.2 
Maritiines smth... tsi catch 318 6 309 6 327 & = 2.8 
CVIE DO Care trrec rote omen 20545 207.6 21362 = 3.6 
Sh. eS ee ee a 299.1 286.5 326.5 = 8.4 
ETCH Cy a ee a 314.6 310.0 29420 + 7.0 
British Columbia «uu... i ery: 47126 447 09 + 19.1 
LETC E 2 ee ee 166 02 416.0 Wibeae + 54 + 4e2 
Maritimes Men ne cine aa 443-0 336.6 427.26 + 3.6 
QUE D CC Rewerte re oe crete eect es 414-7 382.7 375 3 + 10.5 
Onbari operetta Baer teres caccistcssccces 536.9 18243 5358 + 0.2 
Western Provinces .....cscccceceseseeee 456.3 L407 «7 43001 + 661 
Tobacco and Confectionery .......... 419.6 415 2 442.8 = 5.2 + 24.0 
Maritimes and Quebec ................ 45001 433 01 484.5 - Tel 
OPN Vel. S oR. OU a Ree eae a 419.4 40420 433 «3 = 342 
Western Provinces ....cccs.sccsecseeseees 365.8 409.5 390.8 = 664 


1. Composite of Nine Trades 


Note: Figures for Newfoundland are not included. 


6505=505 
5 b=53 


_ 


rr 


a - 
’ 
Zi. ee ih Ly 
ai 
+ (atwOise() ne ore 
nodal y Seat 


reene, O 


crt ods DER TIING o 


oebprt noth We oi eo 

sas Bimlose e<. 1] é7 

‘ ; a ao 
_aiee 2 ae, i 


ay ’ IVE IPI PAINDAIOTINUY ELLE AW 
Sec Oo UNIVErc: ae 

BET. OF POLITICAL ECGROM! 
DOMINION BUREAU OF STATISTICS 


Industry and Merchandising Division 
OTTAWA 


Published by Authority of the Rt. Hon. C. D. Howe, Minister of Trade and Commerce 


Vol. 19 -No. 5 #1.00 a year 
ee 
WHOLESALE TRADE 
MAY, 1953 
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The results shown in this report are based on returns from 
400 wholesalers distributed over nine trades. They reflect trends 
in dollar volume of business and are not adjusted for changes in 
wholesale prices. 


The unadjusted index for the total of the nine trades (on 
the base of 1935-1939=100) stood at 375.2 for May 1953 compared 
with 390.5 for May a year ago and 366.5 for April 1953. 


PERCENTAGE CHANGES IN SALES AND INVENTORIES: 
MAY 1953 


KIND OF BUSINESS COMPARED WITH PREVIOUS MONTH COMPARED WITH SAME MONTH A YEAR AGO 
“30% ~-20% -10% 0 +10% +20% -20% -—10% ° +10% +20% +30% 


WHOLESALE 
TRADE 


R bald 
He SALES ‘ 
AUTO PARTS eT 
AND EQUIPMENT | INVENTORIES ars 
DRUGS - = 


CLOTHING = aaa 


FOOTWEAR 


DRY GOODS rio qr 


FRUITS AND : lh ar 
VEGETABLES fe 


GROCERIES 1 


HARDWARE 


TOBACCO AND 
CONFECTIONERY 


Sales Trends by Trades 


Wholesale sales, in the nine trades covered in this survey, were 4% 
lower in May 1953 than in the same month last year. Wholesalers in the 
majority of the trades reported decreased sales. Sales of fruits and 
vegetables declined 16% followed by tobacco and confectionery with a 
drop of 8%. Wholesalers of drugs, hardware and groceries all reported 
a 3% decline in sales, while sales of dry goods were 2% lower. Sales of 
auto parts and equipment recorded the greatest gain for the fourth con- 
secutive month, May sales being 11% higher than last year. Wholesalers 
of clothing and footwear reported a smaller increase of hd. 


Inventories 

Stocks held by wholesalers were 3% higher at the end of May 1953 
than at the same date last year. All trades with the exception of drugs, 
fruits and vegetables, and groceries reported increased stocks ranging 


from 1% to 17%. Inventories of drugs were 5% lower, followed by fruit 
and vegetables with 4% and groceries with a drop of 2%. 


Grocery and Dry Goods Wholesalers’ Inventories 


Index Numbers of Wholesale Inventories 


Month and Year (Average for 1935-1939=100) 
Dry Goods Grocery 
Wholesalers Wholesalers 
April 1953 247.5 20245 


May 1952 198.5 249.0 


* 
~ 


Wholesale Trade in Canada 


Monthly Indexes of Sales P Feri Lveebal ete 
(Average 1935-39 = same month last year) 
Trade and Region : a) Bs 


% % 
Wholesale Trade!, Canada ...........} 3752 366.5 390.5 - 3.8 + 3.4 
Auto Parts and Equipment ........... 606.7 592 3 ee) sia We + 16.2 
Maritimes and Quebec ............... Ol. L571 597.6 ty 9370 
Ontario .. Sesashadsachuesacecscavscvcestcee 559 2 611.4 506. B) a0 10.4 
Western Prvinceas Nana C7361 663.1 566.1 LO ey 
Drugs .. 376.5 See 390.0 eit a 5a 
Maritimes, Done bec fan ontanaiin ag60.2 373.6 379 - 2.7 
Western Provinces ..........0.ec0.e:e+ 400.7 432.4 425.4 - 5.8 
ETS CS ee ee ee EPPA RS) 266 .O 218.8 coup eis + 10.8 
ME OOC WORT Foc cesccasccteiss<astetinc sckesvececec cs 299.0 35k oh 287.2 tye +25 359 
Dry Goods ........... Wig 223 07 24,7 9 229.9 - 2.4 ae iy 
Maritimes and Ones) taal 21646) 252.3 213.3 + 1,3 
Ey OP Se a a ee ee 23162 241.9 255.6 - 9.6 
Western Provinces © Regain 228.6 246.8 231.8 - 1.4 
Fruits and Vegetables................. 352.6 329.5 421.5 - 16.2 - 3.9 
Maritimes and Quebec ...........00... 333.2 279 oh LOL 9 - 17.7 
RETR. SR eee ee es 360.2 380.3 4571 - 21.2 
Western Provinces ....ccc.cecscessceceees 364.9 334.7 4,07 .3 - 10.4 
MAE CCE SGI ooo cocc ees decerctesccee cevceens 322.0 312.7 O20 al - 2.7 - 1.6 
Maritimog e050 necsecoees 335k 318 .3 342.2 - 2.0 
ATT (cl Ge ee ee eco a 225.6 206.8 236.2 SPS 
CNN Ty i. Si a SE. 5.7 Sle ip) 302.0 329.7 - 4.9 
Prairies Prcevesecc peoascccecoDeocacceoeesercseoseees 321.0 308 Alp Bice hen) a. <2 
British Columbia .......ccssssccsseseone e 500.9 533 -h 484.9 Sp ghee) 
RGU WOO sacks cosivecessecocncdevctiondecdieettesbeenete 485.6 468.8 BOS aL - 3.2 + 0 
MATEINGB 2 cc's csnacoorsscciesesscseoncson 413 .6 43.0 428.6 - 3.5 
“a TET Feira ue aay MI Os oP ee 436.1 414.7 407.6 ce fsa) 
PLEA cst assoc cestidecccssiksa cottons 527.0 547 1 557 eT - 5.5 
Western Provinces ......ccssscsscsseee 498.8 456.3 ee ee - 7.2 
Tobacco and Confectionery .......... 451.2 419.6 491.0 sets 6 2 +o) oo 
Maritimes and Quebec .............:. 409.1 450.1 450.6 - 9.2 
Ontario #2 Oe RS, 501.1 419.9 536.5 - 6.6 
Western Provinces .....cccccsecsseecees 409.7 365.0 456.8 =O 


1. Composite of Nine Trades 
Note: Figures for Newfoundland are not included. 
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WHOLESALE TRADE 
JUNE;1953 


The results shown in this report are based on returns from 
400 wholesalers distributed over nine trades. They reflect trends 
in dollar volume of business and are not adjusted for changes in 
wholesale pricese 


The unadjusted index for the total of the nine trades (on 
the base of 1935=1939=100) stood at 378.9 for June 1953 compared 
with 368.5 for June a year ago and 375.9 for May 1953. 


INDEXES OF SALES AND INVENTORIES 
OF DRY GOODS AND GROCERY WHOLESALERS 
1935—1939=100 


i= Chen has rian meh hr ier an einimrictiml se ee 
DRY GOODS WHOLESALERS 


SALES-ANNUAL AVERAGES 


INVENTORIES 


Tre Hy e 


Wholesales sales moved upward in June, sales for the nine trades covered 
in this survey being 2% higher than in the same month last year. Wholesalers 
of auto parts and equipment again reported the greatest gain in sales = 8E 
above June last yeare Sales of drugs and hardware were 7% higher, followed 
by sales of groceries with an increase of 5%. Wholesalers of tobacco and 
confectionery and clothing recorded smaller gains of 2% and 1% respectively. 
Sales of fruits and vegetables with a decline of 10% registered the greatest 
drops Dry goods sales declined 4% and footwear 3%-6 


inventories 


Stocks held by wholesalers were 4% higher at the end of June 1953 than at 
the same date last year. Highex inventories, ranging from less than 1% te 
21%,were reported by all trades with the exceptions of fruits and vegetables 
and drugse Stocks held by fruit and vegetable wholesalers were 6% lower, while 
stocks of drugs declined 4%. 


Index Numbers of Wholesale Inventories 


Month and Year (Average for 1935-1939=100) 
Dry Goods Grocery 
Wholesalers Wholesalers 
June 1953 229 9 2530 
May 1953 2328 2425 
June 1952 189.7 248 05 


—<—_—_ 


Wholesale Trade in Canada 3 


Monthly Indexes of Sales Fate ys onl ta 


(Average 1935-39 = 100) Same month last year) 
Trade and Region 5 (P) 5 (R) —- - al 
une une 
| 1953 1983 1952 t Ca | Inventory 
%o %o 

Wholesale Trade', Canada ........... 378.9 375.9 368.65 + 262 + ed 

Auto Parts and Equipment .......... 628.0 59904 583.9 +766 | + 1266 
Maritimes and Quebec ............... L469 el 585.6 458 66 + 23 
PTET (CE oe 654.8 558 2 57409 + 13.9 
Western Provinces.............ccesesee 70405 673 61 690.7 + 2.0 

Li Ai en 359.8 376.7 336.0 + %e2 | = 3,45 
Maritimes, Quebec and Ontario 338.3 369.5 SrvAyh + 7.6 
Western Provinces .........cececcccese-s 4312 400.7 407 9 + 567 

Clothing 7s... Oe. 229.0 228 2 226601 ee SAE: + 20.2 

BOE WOOD er aan ss sdnins pacron set sseesece none 22505 299 0 233.0 = 3.2 + 13.4 

DY eOO0S et ore. ke 186.4 229,49 19462 = 3.7 + 21.2 
Maritimes and Quebec .............. 19404 21267 204.8 = Syrah 
ERNE AE Le ote cststens 222 <a cxaedses axes 193.2 231.1 208 6 a yeyA 
Western Provinces ............c.c0000. 168.1 228 6 165.3 ee By Z 

Fruits and Vegetables........00............ 36406 35507 405.9 - 10.1 = 5.9 
Maritimes and Quebec -eeeeecees...... 372.8 33362 426 0 = 12.5 
SORVENT EO eer scr es Maas ox tes Oey 36405 361.1 408 22 - 10.7 
Western Provinces .........cssessen 356.8 372-7 38405 - 7,2 

RC OG CL LOG Be oaecsestevane ce antes catejeeveenycooies 333.6 323 4, Swi ee, ey ae Toe 
PEELE CSS oe xte nas seso- senna capaictSisdc saves 339.3 33504 328 8 eT ere. 
RUC IOC Mir ret Foes ie canccosscrsvesodeosseseostceces 238.6 2253 23501 + 1.5 
SIN ETC: <a ES eee ae 329.6 31502 316.9 +n, 60 
Vel: Mie (ot) coe ss en ee CPL ire 3249 310.3 + 506 
BSPLOU IE COLUMD ILA: 5.cccsssicsecesctess . 519.9 500.9 465.0 + 11.8 

OU pg ket tse ee 49269 4856 L462 06 + 66 + 0.3 
Marichneg wie ce | 41705 413.6 3830 + 9.0 
Quebec siuvassslenccinesesaneassecadesensvassseeseasese 46729 43601 428 25 + 902 
RINE OTA src cash il vac svnansdveassan 550. 527.0 5204 + 507 
Western Provinces ..............ccecesse0 484-9 498 08 459 06 + 565 

Tobacco and Confectionery .......... 45029 Ace 7, 442 eh, + 220 i 1.9 
Maritimes and Quebec ................. + heh 
Old aley Bast Bae ee + 0.2 
Western Provinces, .............c.s.00..+- $771.7 


1. Composite of Nine Trades 
Note: Figures for Newfoundland are not included. 
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WHOLESALE TRADE 


JULY,1953 


aed 


The results shown in this report are based on returns from 
400 wholesalers distributed over nine trades. They reflect trends 
in dollar volume of business and are not adjusted for changes in 
wholesale pricese 


The unadjusted index for the total of the nine trades (on 
the base of 1935-1939=100) stood at 379.5 for July 1953 compared 
with 376.0 for July a year ago and 379.8 for June 1953. 


PERCENTAGE CHANGES IN SALES AND INVENTORIES 
Oye layer h:O"S 3 


KIND OF BUSINESS COMPARED WITH PREVIOUS MONTH COMPARED WITH SAME MONTH A YEAR AGO 
-30% -20% -10% fe) +10% +20% -20% —-i0% ° +10% +20% +30% 
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Sales Trends by Trades 


Wholesale sales were only fractionally higher in July 1953 than in the same 
month last year, according to figures submitted by wholesalers in the nine trades 
covered in this survey. Wholesalers of hardware, with sales 6% above July last 
year, reported the greatest gain. Sales of dry goods, drugs, and groceries were 
all 2% higher. Wholesalers of fruits and vegetables, with a decline of 9% in 
sales, recorded the greatest drope Footwear sales were 4% lower, followed by 
tobacco and confectionery sales which declined 2%. Wholesalers of clothing and 
of auto parts and equipment registered a 1% drop in sales volume. 


Inventories 


. The dollar value of stocks held by wholesalers was 3% higher at the end of 
July 1953 than at the same date last yeare Clothing wholesalers reported increased 
stocks of 24%,inventories of dry goods were 21% higher, while stocks of footwear 
and auto parts and equipment increased 13% and 11% respectively. Inventories of 
groceries were only fractionally higher than at the end of July 1952. Decreased 
stocks, ranging from less than 1% to 16%, were reported by wholesalers of hardware, 
fruits and vegetables, drugs, tobacco and confectionery. 


Grocery and Dry Goods Wholesalers’ Inventories 


Index Numbers of Wholesale Inventories 


Month and Year (Average for 1935=1939=100) 
Dry Goods Grocery 
Wholesalers Wholesalers 
July 1953 262 2 24502 
June 1953 229 0 2530 


July 1952 216 5 213 5 


Wholesale Trade in Canada 


Percentage Change 


Monthly Indexes of Sales (Current month over 
Trade and Region (Average 1935-39 = 100) Same month last year) 
te s | ae (R) July Sales | Inventory 
% % 
Wholesale Trade', Canada ...........| 37905 379 8 376.0 + 026 + 2.9 
Auto Parts and Equipment ........... 575 03 632 6 578 2 = 1.1 + 11.4 
Maritimes and Quebec ............... 427-6 48407 492 6 = 13.2 
Western Provinces............cccsses00. 543 05 70405 540.3 + 0.6 
EY occ ae er re 37405 359 8 366.9 + 2.0 > byyA 
Maritimes, Quebec and Ontario] 35167 338 3 346.8 + led 
Western Provinces ..........c.e.0..00... 45022 431.2 43307 + 3.8 
6) LP ae: en A 1713 229.3 173-0 - 1.0 + 240 
BE OOCWOOE Foes hocics ts. obec heck. 225.8 225 05 23407 = 3.8 + 13.1 
DYY;, GOOUS ees oo oko co keke 161.1 186.4 1553 + 2e3 + 21el 
Maritimes and Quebec .............. 118.9 19402 121.3 =Fn 280 
Ontario Sedbepnecaereaen osluccees elasecescccdces 154-8 193 o2 166.6 Le! Tel 
Western Provinces .............0.0... 230.3 168 .6 196.2 + 174 
Fruits and Vegetables...................... 3567 366-4 388 26 - 8.8 = {e3 
Maritimes and Quebec ................. 28601 37400 328 5 - 12.9 
OnUSrIO pet. ae 34428 365 e3 388 47 = 11.3 
Western Provinces ...c.ccccccscsessescsees L34e7 3599 4463 @ 2.6 
CROC OPIOR Bie ne i 365.0 33404 356.0 + 1.9 + O07 
MABEL ec hres Bice Saco a ossscnnces 368.3 3393 37220 - 1.0 
RNC DOC We rn csc ccesccecccececescosnsses 24101 239 8 2530 = he7 
i 115g geht i aR 3590 Saez 363.2 + 1.6 
| Sadi g by: (ono A TOME te, ye 392-2 328.0 3711 + 567 
British Columbia 20.0.0... : 50504 520 3 462.0 + Qe 
Hardware ah cicpeosces Mi catestecesse L6405 493 02 436 8 + 63 |= 065 
MATIN OS eco fice n escarssdeosetebi a 397 5 419 04 391.6 + 1.65 
QUEDE CH eesccccsiscttc cee. AL4e1 4666 427.0 + 4e0 
CE STioge ee en 55201 4329 + 11.7 
Western Provinces .......cccsssesssesssees 484-9 451.2 + 5.2 
Tobacco and Confectionery .......... = 1.6 = 16.2 
Maritimes and Quebec ................. - 
ee ee CT Seton oececs toes 7 


1. Composite of Nine Trades 
Note: Figures for Newfoundland are not included. 
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WHOLESALE TRADE 
AUGUST, 1953 


The results shown in this report are based on returns from 
400 wholesalers distributed over nine trades. They reflect trends 


in dollar volume of business and are not adjusted for changes in 
wholesale prices. 


The unadjusted index for the total of the nine trades (on 
the base of 1935-1939=100)stood at 370.0 for August 1953 compared 
with 366.9 for August a year ago and 379.5 for July 1953. 
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Sales Trends by Trades 


Wholesale sales continued fractionally higher in August 1953 
than in the same month a year ago, according to figures submitted 
by wholesalers in the nine trades covered in this survey. All trades, 
with the exception of tobacco and confectionery and fruits and 
vegetables reported increased sales. Wholesalers of clothing reported 
sales 9% above August last year, sales of dry goods increased 4% while 
sales of both drugs and auto parts and equipment were 3% higher. 
Wholesalers of footwear and groceries reported fractional increases. 
Sales of tobacco and confectionery and fruits and vegetables declined 
2% and 1% respectively. 


Inventories 


Stocks held by wholesalers were valued 4% higher at the end of 
August 1953 than at the same date last year. Month end inventories of 
clothing and dry goods increased 32% and 19% respectively. Stocks of 
footwear were 12% higher, inventories of auto parts and equipment and 
fruits and vegetables increased 9% and 8% respectively,while a smaller 
increase of 1% in stocks was reported by wholesalers of groceries and 
hardware. Tobacco and confectionery stocks declined 2%, while stocks 
of drugs were 3% lower than at the end of August 1952. 


Grocery and Dry Goods Wholesalers' Inventories 


Month and Year Index Numbers of Wholesale Inventories 
(Average for 1935-1939=100) 


Dry Goods Grocery 

Wholesalers Wholesalers 
August 1953 245.9 235.2 
July 1953 262.2 245.2 


August 1952 206.1 232.4 


Trade and Region 


Wholesale Trade!, Canada ........ 


Auto Parts and Equipment ........... 
Maritimes and Quebec ................ 
OG APIO Recs ascsescccece ctececcececscscress 
Western Provinces...............00000000. 


ME UNE SS roreesccaceeccss tote cokes sassccecssoe sie aséss 
Maritimes, Quebec and Ontario 


Western Provinces ..............0...006. 


Fl OOG WANT. 2. s0.escrcccess cc cscecesectscceceivie 


We PEC E) aslaeaenioce ee eee 
Maritimes and Quebec .............. 
CONE APIO Merteccececeecercnachs ocscbcccease: 
Western Provinces. ..................6. 

Fruits and Vegetables..................... 


Maritimes and Quebec ................. 
OMG ATT Oleccsccescectrccteeeccsccccsceneesseceeaccscs 


GRTOCOTICS eerie oc sccecinesacscereonetecvsesecte 


Prerrerrr irri rrrrirrerrriirririrr retry 


Tobacco and Confectionery .......... 
Maritimes and Quebec ................. 
COON GATT OMrercteccteccreccccrsttcsecetestssectecesasen 
Western Province ss ...............sseeeees 


1. Composite of Nine Trades 
Note: Figures for Newfoundland are not included. 
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Wholesale Trade in Canada 


Monthly Indexes of Sales 
(Average 1935-39 = 100) 


Percentage Change 
(Current month over 
same month last year) 


acs ae (P) eae a oy Sales | tovetory 
 % % 
366.9 + 0.8 aes) 
612.6 572 4 599 .0 +5 6227] ee 
47h 6 427.6 498.0 Sa Irae | 
620.2 666.5 561.3 + 10.5 
703 a5) 53h 9 TERLARS: ad 3 Be) 
367 4 375.8 356.5 + 3.0 = eae 
349 .0 353 «4 340.5 ae CaS) 
428.5 450.2 409.7 + 4.6 
282.5 168.8 299.2 ed 6 +732 .4 
477.3 22160 A7L.9 + OS5 at Bl Se 
266 .3 161.1 257.8 nan PAS MTs 
22h, 3 118.9 209 .6 am af h®) 
287.3 154.9 280.1 wal 
81055 230.3 310.2 seeO lsd. 
313 aul 3573 SAS ies) a 0.8 nF 78 
PANS RE 286.5 218.7 - 2.5 
281.0 343 2 292.7 - 4.0 
436.6 4374 421.8 bey 
Beles 365.0 32.7 toe ody no Mia 
352.9 366.8 358.3 = bt 
219.0 Pd Sd 223 0) - 2.0 
BZ ie 300.5 319.8 oe AOeyh, 
Diiten 392.6 341.2 ron Weal 
468.2 505.0 4339 str Ae) 
452.6 461, .6 LL9 3 oy 8) ae peer at 
14,03 .3 397.25 385.6 + 4.6 
4L9 05 ALA 5 42h 5 ie eit) 
a aed | 483 25 414.8 tame, 
481.8 47h «7 491.6 - 2.0 
44,6 .3 1,08 .9 - 24 ~ 202 
411.0 364.5 - 2.8 
469.9 448.7 - 3.0 
454 a) 395 AB Olalh 


pice AVA Aw A ANYZL | tebe 3 
»O & Tonia abe yee “W 


UNIVERSITY “F TORONTS 
DOMINION BUREAU OF STATISTICSUH © OF POLILCAL ECONOMY 
Industry and Merchandising Division 
OTTAWA 


Published by Authority of the Rt. Hon. C. D. Howe, Minister of Trade and Commerce 


Vole 19 = Noe 9 - $1.00 a year 


PcG. 
WHOLESALE TRADE 


SS St MESA eh 


The results shown in this report are based on returns from 
400 wholesalers distributed over nine trades. They reflect trends 
in dollar volume of business and are not adjusted for changes in 
wholesale pricese 


The unadjusted index for thé total of the nine trades (on 
the base of 1935=1939=100) stood at 408.8 for September 1953 com- 
pared with 404.1 for September a year ago and’ 369.4 for August 
CUS oo 


PERCENTAGE CHANGES IN SALES AND INVENTORIES 
SEPEEMBER! | 953 


KIND OF BUSINESS COMPARED WITH PREVIOUS MONTH COMPARED WITH SAME MONTH A YEAR AGO 
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Sales Trends by Trades 


Wholesale sales continued fractionally higher in September 1953 
than in the same month last year according to figures submitted bv 
wholesalers in the nine trades covered in this survey. Sales of drugs 
were 5% higher than in September 1952 followed by hardware with an 
increase of 4%, groceries 3% and tobacco and confectionery 2%- Whole- 
salers ot footwear reported decreased sales of 11%, sales of dry goeds 
dropped 7%, while both fruit and vegetable and clothing sales declined Lhe 
Sales of auto parts and equipment were 3% lower than in September 1952. 


Inventories 


The dollar value of stocks held by wholesalers was 5% higher at 
the end of September 1953 than at the same date last yeare Month end 
inventories of clothing and dry goods increased 32% and 21% respectively. 
Stocks of footwear were 20% higher, while fruit and vegetable and auto 
parts and equipment inventories increased 16% and 8% respectively. Smaller 
gains of 3% and 2% were reported by wholesalers of tobacco and confectionery 
and groceries. Stocks of drugs declined 3%, while hardware stocks were 
fractionally lower than at the end of September a year agoe 


Grocery and Dry Goods Wholesalers! Inventories 


Month and Year Index Number of Wholesale Inventories 
(Average for 1935-1939=100) 


Dry Goods Grocery 
Whole salers Whole salers 
September 18216) 23201 273 04 
August 1953 246.5 236 el 


September 1952 191.8 267.0 


Trade and Region 


Wholesale Trade in Canada 


Monthly Indexes of Sales 
(Average 1935-39 = 100) 


Percentage Change 
(Current month over 
same month last year) 


beptember (p August (R)} September 

1953 ) 1953 1952 soe 
% 

Wholesale Trade', Canada ........... 408.8 BO ed. LOLeL + 06 
Auto Parts and Equipment .......... ilee 612.6 73166 = 3.0 
Maritimes and Quebec ............... 55540 L706 62728 - 11.6 
CORE cere ee a Th7 02 620.2 W276 +p 2ey 
Western ProvinceS........esccesessce000 Tile 103 63 814.8 = 5,3 
I Wao} ase eee 407 62 365 °7 385 Pi) a BGS 
Maritimes, Quebec and Ontario 407 62 31626 384.9 + 5.8 
Western Provinces ........e.s.e:0+00: L074 429 4 389.1 + eT 
POUR WEARS occ esos codebase Seed L719 62 Sele - 11.0 
Dry GOOUS Freee ce scsi cto 320.0 266 3 343 eal — oP: 
Maritimes and Quebec .............. 3079 LEVERS Bea el ae EE! 
Ontario ........ plesish aélaoicéculeeicn eee Deiat. 287.3 S52 As) - Wiee. 
Western Provinces ............0e.s00- pole 31065 36361 - 8.7 
Fruits and Vegetables...................... 289.6 Snes?) 295.6 = Ael 
Maritimes and Quebec -oeseeeccese.. 77 eo PRIS! 2032 = 12.25 
Ontario sehen 258 aS) Aioelk 27200 or 48 
Western Provinces ......-cc.scsssssseceese Leges Meyers; NOV RCM! + hed 
RPEOGOTIOS ET sore ceo isnsccssceviese essedee 35209 327 60 310-9 + 266 
Meritementen tf; en odes to 335 0&: 35269 333 05 + O07 
Quebec Sauseuusouccsdeuscscescouseccsscsccursstess 2LO o3 218.8 260 .2 co 8.5 
AJC ACg te een ae ee | 33404 320.8 320 66 + Ae3 
Prairies ce see 37 Le B65 3539 + 568 
British Columbia ......secccccscsseeees : 565.8 L690 50347, + 12.4 
HbA Wa 6 io cscc sesso ee 54169 45207 52029 ne SS 
Moritimesendetciuh ee 5U9 eA 403 03 198 04, +92 62 
Quebec ene Oey eee 56400 ak $8) 547 00 ne nical 
Oar Gee pce se 588 05 418 61 537 ot, + 925 
Western Provinces .............ecee0see 502 9 481.8 501.4 Wie 
Tobacco and Confectionery .......... 4387 398 62 429.5 Hee ae 
Maritimes and Quebec o.......sses... 43307 35403 419.8 + 343 
Ont erin eek tnt te os 45205 4343 441.0 + 266 
A156 392 el MAO Ail = Led 


Western Provinces ........0...cecseceeeees 


4 Inventory 
Jo 


78 


16.4 


303 


1. Composite of Nine Trades 


Note: Figures for Newfoundland are not included. 
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WHOLESALE TRADE 
OCTOBER: 1953 


——, 


The results shown in this report are based on returns from 
400 wholesalers distributed over nine trades. They reflect trends 
in dollar volume of business and are not adjusted for changes in 


wholesale pricese 


The unadjusted index for the total of the nine trades (on 
the base of 1935—1939=100) stood at 400e4 for October 1953 com- 
pared with 414.3 for October a year ago and 409.5 for September 


19536 


INDEXES OF SALES AND INVENTORIES 


OF DRY GOODS AND GROCERY WHOLESALERS 
1935—1939=100 

Epes isa ot pa Lg alas is Ta tin nde mda LO os Li at Ud aed | a tle Lint 

| DRY GOODS WHOLESALERS 


SALES-ANNUAL AVERAGES 


INVENTORIES 


5 
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es Trend uk es 


Wholesale sales moved downward in October 1953 for the first time 
in five months, according to figures submitted by wholesalers in the nine 
trades covered in this survey. Wholesalers of footwear reported decreased 
sales of 24% compared with October 1952, dry goods sales declined 13%, 
clothing 10%, fruits and vegetables 7% and tobacco and confectionery 3%6 
Wholesalers of auto parts and equipment, groceries and drugs all reported 
a drop of 24 in sales. Sales of hardware with an increase of 1% reported 
the only gain in sales during October 1953. 


vent e 


The dollar value of stocks held by wholesalers was 3% higher at 
the end of October 1953 than at the same date last year. Inventories of 
clothing and footwear increased 28% and 21% respectively. Stocks of dry goods 
were 19% higher, tobacco and confectionery stocks increased 8% while smaller 
gains of 6% and 2% were reported by wholesalers of auto parts and equipment 
and groceriese Month end stocks of fruits and vegetables declined 19%, 
while stocks of drugs and hardware declined 2% and 1% respectively. 


Grocery and Dry Goods Wholesalers! Inventories 


Month and Year Index Number of Wholesale Inventories 
(Average for 1935-1939=100) 


Dry Goods Grocery 

Wholesalers Wholesalers 
October 1953 25501 Glee 
September 1953 231.61 27304 


October 1952 21407 256.8 


Wholesale Trade in Canada 3 


Percentage Change 
(Current month over 
same month last year) 


Monthly Indexes of Sales 
(Average 1935-39 = 100) 


October ( P) Beptember{R) October 


Trade and Region 


Inventory 


oD zi 19 
7 | % 
Wholesale Trade!, Canada ........... 400.4 4095 41463 = 1.0 + Ze 
Auto Parts and Equipment. ........... 6635 (ASIES: 678.65 - 2.3 + 665 
Maritimes and Quebec ............... 56204 561.3 655.5 = 14.2 
ECTS tie ie ae Tale? 115607 693.0 + 267 
Western Provinces..........c..000000 6643 T7160 67361 = 1.3 
WDEUNE Sec cca ses oi ocosossocsse $0960 sees co ss.ens-esieas.s 423 26 407 02 43204 = 2el = 2.40 
Maritimes, Quebec and Ontario 408.0 L074 417.6 ee ease 
Western Provinces ..........0..cce0c00 475 4 40702 She] = 1.3 
NS OOU WOE Boge cecne oc as te ccciciesiesetresescsevceen 427.3 5123 5659 = 2465 + 21.0 
Maritimes and Quebec .............. 263-5 306.6 297 ok - 11.4 
MTG APIO ease cs coer coos soe ceceesecevecaseok SUeo B27 ek 368 25 - 16.6 
Western Provinces ...........eccssece-- SEs D3 et 36128 = 1365 
Fruits and Vegetables...................... 306 6 291.1 32062 - Teh = "19.4 
Maritimes and Quebec ...........0..-- 17220 17708 208.0 - 173 
OLA ATH es c-aty as ae ee en ee 256 o7 260.6 288.1 = 10.9 
Western Provinces .......cccsescsecseesees 478 06 42601 455 4 Se Og As 
GOCOTECS er ire seis csaneeccsstoecs 3426 353 e3 349 8 = 2el + 1.7 
MRRP CLINE ae ssi ict hace) accion: 350.7 3358 B73 ei. = 6.20 
CIO DOG eeerrracceterticctcitesientechasesettcetecsss 251. 4 247 PAS) 266 Fie) = 5 ° 5 
Oi Ta ey a a 34204 336.0 34602 = lel 
cy hat) ne ee 3438 37 he celepys + 262 
British Columbia .........csscssee- e 49126 561.8 508.9 = 3.4 
PU Ar Ch WW AE Ooo ctecereet oss acctrcceosesesecscecucvececvers 52661 542.0 522 ef + 06 — 0.9 
IM ATED TINGS teense -srcrercse noes acs cooereke ease 53509 509 4 529.0 + 1.3 
ATE OE MO 2s ae 54720 564.5 540.5 + 1.2 
ORT RNS). coc et eet pee Peed nae Se MAE 588 5 530 3 + 39 
Western Provinces ............cseccese - 
Tobacco and Confectionery .......... es + 7.8 
Maritimes and Quebec ................. = 
ONE AUTO Brees. cree cers sccccstocsecaceeecnccccsnccte = 
Western Provinces ...........ssscesceceee = 


1. Composite of Nine Trades 
Note: Figures for Newfoundland are not included. 
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what do you know about your 
competitors abroad? . . . possible new 


sources of supply? . . . the overseas markets where there are chances for you to sell? 


you'll find the answers to these and many other questions in foreign trade, weekly 
publication of the Department of Trade and Commerce. Canadian Trade..Commissioners in some fifty 
_offices around the world report to you through the pages of foreign trade. 
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The Queen’s Printer, 
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news about export opportunities Please send me Foreign Trade for one year. Enclosed is my cheque /money 


reports on overseas markets order for $2.00* made payable to the Receiver General of Canada. 
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WHOLESALE TRADE 
NOVEMBER, 1953 


Deemer 


The results shown in this report are based on returns from 
400 wholesalers distributed over nine trades. They reflect trends 
in dollar volume of business and are not adjusted for changes in 
wholesale prices. 


The unadjusted index for the total of the nine trades (on 
the base of 1935-1939= 100) stood at 361.0 for November 1953 com- 
pared with 362.3 for November a year ago and 398.9 for October 
1953. 


PERCENTAGE CHANGES IN SALES AND INVENTORIES 
NOVEMBER 1953 


KIND OF BUSINESS COMPARED WITH PREVIOUS MONTH COMPARED WITH SAME MONTH A YEAR AGO 
-30% —-20% —10% ie} + 10% + 20% —-30% —20% —-10% {eo} +10% +20% +30% 
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Sales Trends by Trades 


Wholesale sales in November were slightly lower than in the 
same month of 1952 and showed a considerable seasonal decrease from 
October 1953. Declines in the soft goods trades and in fruit and 
vegetables more than offset increased sales in the other trades 
covered in this survey. Wholesalers of dry goods and clothing report- 
ed sales decreases of 15% and 13% respectively, while fruit and 
vegetable whclesalers reported 10% less sales this November. Whole- 
salers of auto parts and equipment showed a 10% increase in sales, 
drugs 6%, groceries and hardware 2% over November of last year. 


Inventories 


The increase in dollar value of stocks at the end of 
November 1953 over the same date last year was greatest in the clothing, 
footwear and dry goods trades with gains of 24%, 21% and 16%, respect- 
ively. Substantially lower inventories of fruit and vegetable whole- 
salers (-24%) together with lesser decreases in the inventory level of 
drug,grocery and hardware wholesalers resulted in only a fractional 
total inventory gain over November 1952. 


Grocery and Dry Goods Wholesalers! Inventories 
SS SSS tA fds stseenstsvadsowsganenanegpees 


Month and Year Index Number of Wholesale Inventories 
(Average for 1935-1939=100) 


LL SESS tee pesspasatardaneppcecditocs 


Dry Goods Grocery 

Wholesalers Wholesalers 
November 1953 220.0 27h 8 
October 1953 255.9 260.9 
November 1952 190.0 287 4 
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Trade and Region 


Wholesale Trade', Canada ........... 


Auto Parts and Equipment .......... 
Maritimes and Quebec ............... 
ONG ari micrse.cecesctsocestec cee 
Western Provinces................00000+ 

WTUG S freer cies ccc creteets Modes hash sasrscucucesets 
Maritimes, Quebec and Ontario 
Western Provinces ..............0..0000 


NG OOU WORE I oecc. coors cc ates cccces 028 enisct0s cosa cx 


DEV GOOUS Ferrers ce rtec isco cess ccesccecccitecs 
Maritimes and Quebec .............. 
OMEALIO Dersecs ce cere ccc stecestssscrcesettson: 
Western Provinces .................... 


Fruits and Vegetables...................... 
Maritimes and Quebec .................. 
Ontario mncccnciaccme ee 


Tobacco and Confectionery .......... 
Maritimes and Quebec ................ 
CMG EEG Berets nt non notes fesidoceasticeees 
Western Provinces. ...........ssscescese 


1. Composite of Nine Trades 


Wholesale Trade in Canada 


NOVEMBER 1953 


Monthly Indexes of Sales 
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Note: Figures for Newfoundland are not included. 
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what do you know about your 
competitors abroad? . . . possible new 
sources of supply? . .. the overseas markets where there are chances for you to sell? 


ee ‘you'll find the answers to these and many other questions in foreign trade, weekly 
ae “publication of the Department of Trade and Commerce. Canadian Trade Commissioners in some fifty 
Soe offices around the world report to you through the pages of foreign trade. 


Supervisor of Government Publications, 

The Queen’s Printer, 

Ottawa, Canada. 

Please send me Foreign Trade for one year. Enclosed is my cheque /money 
reports on overseas markets order for $2.00* made payable to the Receiver General of Canada. 

leads on new sources of supply 


in foreign trade you will find 


news about export opportunities 


; a Name 
news about your foreign ccmpetition 


the latest foreign trade and tariff regulations Address 
up-to-date reports on business conditions around ihe world 


for a world-wide picture of business today 
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Pee TRADE 
DECEMBEF C1953 


The results shown in this report are based on returns from 
400 wholesalers distributed over nine trades. They reflect trends 
in dollar volume of business and are not adjusted for changes in 
wholesale prices. 


The unadjusted index for the total of the nine trades (on 
the base of 1935-1939=100) stood at 3444 for December 1953 com= 
pared with 340.8 for December a year ago and 361.5 for November 
19536 


INDEXES OF SALES AND INVENTORIES | 
OF DRY GOODS AND GROCERY WHOLESALERS 

NET Sd alata ood 
a i i 


Ta 
| DRY GOODS WHOLESALERS 
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; ry 5 =a t % 
1941 43 45 47 49 Ssen ley sy 4 195 2 | 9 Be 


ry) 
az 


vales Trends by Trades 


Wholesale sales in December were slightly higher than in the same 
month last yeare Increased sales reported for drugs and groceries more than 
offset declines in the other trades covered in this survey. Wholesalers of 
drugs and groceries repistered sales increases of 4% and 7% respectively 
compared with seles in December 1952. In the soft goods trades, dry zoods? 
sales dropped 12%, clothing 9% and footwear 7%. Wholesalers of hardware 
reported a decline of 3% in sales while auto parts and equipment sales dropped 
less than 1%. lruit and veyetable wholesalers showed a drop of 4% in sales 
while tobacco and confectionery sales remained unchanged from Vecember last 


yeare 


Inventories 


Stocks held by wholesalers were valued 1% higher at the end of 
December 1953 than at the same date last yeare Substantial increases in 
inventory were reported by wholesalers of footwear and clothing (58% and 
17% respectively.) Stocks of auto parts and equipment were 12% higher while 
hose of dry foods and tobacco and confectionery increased 8% and 7% respecti- 
vely. Wholesalers of fruits and vegetables reported the only substantial drop 
in stocks - 17% below the level at December 31, 1952. Inventory of hardware 
declined 3%, groceries 1% and drugs less than 1%. 


Grocery and Dry Goods wholesalers! Inventories 


Month and Year Index Muaber of Vholesale Inventories 
(Avorage for 1935-1939=100) 


Dry Goods Grocery 

Wholesalers vholesalers 
December 1953 192.9 240 03 
November 1953 OMS 273 69 


December 1952 178 9 Pie 


Wholesale Trade in Canada 3 
DECEMBER 1953 


CO ——————— 


Monthly Indexes of Sales Spe ea 
: (Average 1935-39 = 100) I Same month last year) 
Trade and Region Gass : st 
December (P)\November(R)) December eu fi ieee 
— 195 LO 5st emee OD ap ih geen | : 
% %o 
Wholesale Trade!, Canada ........... Bhh ed BOL s> 34028 + 0.7 + 1.1 
Auto Parts and Equipment. ........... 506 20 616.2 50S Loe = 90.6 + 11.9 
Maritimes and Quebec ............. oe me gies ae oi o mes 
ONCARI Oe cotton ee e e ° + ° 
Western Provinces......cccccscesscseees A561 | 6526) 45403 | + Oo4 
DPR Sorter se veces coe ccvcccsarsiechs ieee 407 4 408 0S 393 4 Cn Sry - Oel 
Maritimes, Quebec and Ontario 390.7 | 393 ol 37406 + 4e3 
Western Provinces .........essesee00 463 0 461.0 4562 + 1.5 
JOUNING Brice ce eat eec ee 226.61: | 28165 247 9 | S28 + 16 AS 
Peer meee re ey 281265 )/7 23217 | 303-4, 1) 22742 Via Be 
LR ACETS Ei 5 1622 266.0 183 07 | - 11.8 + 78 
Maritimes and Quebec .............. a 1 see yet io. Te 
Og: chee eee 6 aelVUe e = r 
Western Provinces ............cc:000- 198 4 | 287 «7 22309 = ek 
Fruits and Vegetables... 817) eel 26204 | 32264 - he2 ~ 17.3 
Maritimes and Quebec .........0..0..-- seca | Brees | coe “ oa 
ONE APL Og etree reece cerca: e ® ° tal ° 
Western Provinces ....eccccesececsesoee 46407 33407 42929 + 8.1 
GYOCETICS ©. os cncac kee hicsecs 30220 | CRW, 20207 + 669 - 1.2 
MABEL LIMES cicc cose sersescounettn es 298-7 | 312el | 299.0 tes i061 | 
CMIE DOG mirrtrerc cesceecttrs circ cece Pia 7) || 23905 | 2169 + elie 
CMUALID Eck eet ees BL 5ee 300.8 297 9 + 528 
ERAT CS reece ene err eee ee eee | 268 20 H 316.3 25067 + 669 
British Columbia .0.......csscsseseen 45506 | 458 03 Wdee + 10.8 
ire ee ee. fay | MG pee |Ceeer om eee oy 
VENI) oe a eon 330.5 40409 3305 (2) 
QUAD OC ur errccreteeiiitsiccteecrhermeiise 420 AG 523 8 408 o7 + 209 
REIT IO ye e ee ee 52d «i LBhol P1402 + 267 
Western Provinces .......eccccceeseeees Bll oo 44,9 0 BO ol - 91: 
Tobacco and Confectionery .......... 403 30 Asp ef 163 oul (2) et ee7 ou 
Maritimes and Quebec ............. pea ne a Wee : bee 
ONG ATO mes te ccceeeeccceeoeter etre s seas y teses 4,04, 0 e'. | ‘s ° ° 
Western Provinces o...cesscsseseeeeeee 126 8 430 5 11408 | + 209 J 


1. Composite of Nine Trades 2e Unchanged 
Note: Figures for Newfoundland are not included. 
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